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A    SHORT 


A    C    C    Q    U    N    T 


OP   THB   LATB 


EXPEDITION. 


AS  many  Spurious,  and  I 
think  very  Falle,  Ac- 
counts of  the  Late  Expedidoii 
iiave  been  ient  into  the  World, 

B  2  I  think 


( + 1 

I  think  it  will  be  doing  JuAice 
to  the  Publick,  as  well  as  to  the 
Gentlemen  concerned  in  the 
Condud  of  it,  ta  have  it  dated 
in  its  true  Light. 

And  that  I  may  not  appear  to  dd 
it  impertinently^  I  have  confined 
myfelf  to  a  fexv  fhort  Remarks, 
every  Circumftance  dP  'Which  is 
faithfully  coUeded,  from  a  ftrifh 
itnd  moft  inap^tial  Attentipn  to 
the  Examination  lately  held  be- 
fore the  Board  of  General  OiE- 
^ers.  When  I  fay.  impattiali  I 
muil  however  confefs.  that  I 
vent,  to  that,  a$  I  thijak  ^  Man 


(s) 

t 

qf  Humanity  mull  to  all  TMs^ 
wifhing  rather  to  hear  Matter  of 
Acquittal  than  Cenfure;  the 
more,  as  I  could  not  conceive 

how  a  Set  of  Gentliemen,  who 
had,  during  the  laft  War,  and 
in  the  mod  trying  Adions  of  it^ 
conftantly  diftinguifhed  themr> 
{elves,  as  at  Detdngen,  Fon-^ 
tenoy,    ^felde,  CuUoden,   and 

LafFeldt,  (hould  now  be  Co  to- 
tally changed,  as  to  ftart  at  the 
Approach  of  Dangers,  probably 
much  inferior  to  thofe,  of  which 
they  had  before  ftood  the  adhial 
♦Experience,  with  fuch  remarkr 
able  Conftancy* 

this 


THis,  from  die  £tA,  gave 
f»e  a  Sufpidon,  that  the  Bjb* 
jKefentadoas  we  liave  general]}r 
Lad  of  diis  A§ak,  have  been  ei-^ 
thier  Malkkmily  or  Negligently 
m^e.  With  thefe  Though, 
aod  in  thU  Spirit,  I  came  to  the 
£zaminatioii  at  Whitehall,  which 
was  fo  pnbiick,  and  to  my  Ap- 
prehenfibn  h  iktisfa<5tory,  that  I 
came  aiiray  convinced,  it  was 
impodibk  to  find  a  Difference 
of  Opinion  upon  it:  it  leaft,  as 
£ar  as  die  Determination  of  the 
f  irft  Council  of  War ;  to  which 
liihail  confine  my  Obfervations 
at  prefent,  but  the  various  Opi- 
nions. I  have  fince  heard  on  that 

fubjed, 


(  7  ) 

(ubjiefty  have  diade  xne  xefblve  to 
|wt  togjBther,  as  iKortly  andclcar-^ 
)y  as  I  can,  the  Chkf  Heads  oC 
that  Evidence  which  appeared 
vpon  it,  and  tranfiqit  them  plain-r 
\y  and  fiaithfully  tg  the.PuUkk^ 

J  ft.  Then  it  appeared  by  the 
papers  and  Examination^  par* 
ticularly  diofe  of  L.  C.  CI — kc 
and  Jofeph  Thierri  the  Fallot, 
thatthe  frefheft  Intelligence  there 
was  relative  to  the  State  or  Roch- 
fort  before  the  Embarkation  of 
the  TroopSy  was  of  three  Years 
and  an  half  old :  viz  in  April 
1754-  when  L.  C.  C — ke  was 
there:  the  Pilot  not  having  been 
there  for  fome  Years  before. 

« 

2.  That 


(8) 

adly.  That  the  Coaft  and  Na- 
ture of  the  Landmg  in  the  Road 
ofBafques  were  intirely  unknown, 
as  alfo  the  Country  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood. The  particular  State 
of  the  Troops  and  Garrifbn,  &c. 

3dly,  That  the  Expedition  was 
fent  out  on  the  Footing  of  a 
Couji  de  Mainy  or  Surprize  only. 

4thly,  That  this  was  plain 
from  the  Government's  fearing 
to  get  any  new  or  better  Intelli- 
gence, left  the  Secret  fiould  be 
dif covered, 

5thly,  That  the  Embarkation 

was 


(9) 

was  delayed  near  two  Months 
after  the  Troops  were  aflembled 
in  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 


6thly,  That  during  that 
there  was  undoubted  Intelligence 
receiired,'  that  the  Alarm  was 
already  fpread  along  the  Coaft  of 
France  from  Bred  and  St.  Malos 
to  Rochelle  and  Rochfort,  par- 
ticularly by  Letters  and  Advices 
from  Capt.  Cleveland  and  Capt. 

Proby, by  one  taken  on 

Board  the  Emerald  a  French  Man 
of  War  and  brought  into  the 
Fleet:  And  by  many  Neutral 
VefTels  from  thofe  Parts  during 

the  Voyage. 

C  7.  That 


(    10) 

7.  That  the  Fleet  firft  ap- 
peared off  the  Ifle  of  Oleron  on 
the  20th  September.  That  it  was 
the  ,23  d  in  the  Morning  before 
they  got  in.  That  the  Ifle  of  Aix 
was  taken  the  fame  Day.  That  on 
the  24th  a  Plan  was  given  in  for 
attacking  the  Fort  of  Fouras  by 
Sea  and  Land;  at  the  fame  time 
making  a  Diver{ion  on  the  Side 
of  Rochelle,  &c.  This  Plan  was 
agreeable  to  the  General's  own 
Ideas,  and  approved  by  him, 
but  failed  doubly  by  the  Decla- 
ration of  the  Sea  Officers,  That 
Fouras  could^not^  he  attached  by 
Sea,  and  by  the  Report  of  the 

Rear 


( " ) 

Rear  Admiral  and  Captains  fent 
to  found  add  reconnoitre  the 
Coaft,  that  iherd  was  no  Lattd' 
ing  mar  Fouras, 

8.  That  the  Report  of  the  &id 
Sea  Officers  was  made  on  the 
24th  in  the  Afternoon,  and  that 
the  Council  of  War  met  next 
Morning  the  25  th. 

» 

9.  That  by  this  Report  it  ap- 
peared they  had  diicovered  no 
other  Landing  Places  but  ttvo, 
both  of  them  near  the  Point  of 
Chatelaillon,  on  the  open  Road. 

10.  That  no   Man  of  War 

C  2  could 
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could  lie  up  within  two  Miles  of 

thofe  Places  to  ajiji  the  Landing 
orfecure  the  Retreat. 

1 1 .  That  if  the  Wind  came 
to  the  Weft,  which  was  now 
daily  expcAed,  with  Blowing 
Weather,  being  near  the  Time 
of  the  Equinox,  All  Communi- 
cation with  the  Fleet  would  be 
cut  off.  This  appears  in  the 
Opinion  of  the  Firft  Council  of 
War,  figned  by  the  three  Ad- 
mirals and  the  eldeft  Captain  in 
the  Fleet;  and  by  the  Depofir 
tioh  of  the  ableft  Pilot  there. 

And  how  important  that  Ar- 
ticle 


(  '3  ) 

tide  was  thought  from  the  firft, 
appears  by  a  Paper  delivered  to 
the  General  by  the  prefent  Com- 
mander in  chief  of  his  Majefty's 
Forces,  containing  his  Obferva- 
tions  upon  this  Scheme  in  theie 
Words. 

Afafe  and  well  fecured  Com- 
munication between  the  Camp 
and  the  Sea,  from  whence  you 
are  to  receive  your  Supplies  of 
all  Kinds  is  abfolutely  necejfary^ 
the  whole  depends  upon  it.  This 
Paper  was  delivered  in  at  the 
Examination,  and  certainly  did 
Honour  to  the  Judgment  of  that 
Itefpedable  Perfon. 
-.  L  12.  Thcr« 


(  14  ) 

12.  There  were  Sand  Hills 
on  the  fliore,  at  the  Place  of 
Landing,  faid  to  be  equivalent 
to  an  Entrenchment,  behind 
which  a  few  Hundred  Men  doing 
their  Duty,  might  prevent  a  De- 
fcentofabout  i5ooor  2000  Men, 
which  was  all  the  Boats  could 
contain  at  a  time,  who  could 
not  ufe  their  Arms,  and  were  un- 
proteded  by  the  Cannon  of  the 
Ships* 

1 3.  More  Troops  than  were 
ibfiicient  for  that  purpole  were 
feen  by  the  Rear  Admiral  sad 
Captains  who  went  to  £owsd  mid 

re- 


(  'S) 

reconnoitre  the  Coa(^  on  .  the 
2  3d  aiid  24tb.  There  was  a 
Battery  on  the  Shore  there,  but 
that  was  not  an  Obftaclc  infifted 
on. 

Thus  it  flood  with  regard  to 

the  Landing. With  Regard 

to  the  Attack  of  the  Place  it  ap- 
peared,  i.  That  the  Defign  be- 
ing for  a  Coup  de  Main,  there 
was  not  Artillery  fufficient  for  a 
regular  Attack,  as  the  chief 
Engineer  declared  at  the  council 
of  War. 

t 

His'  Words  are.  Toot  be  doei^ 
^/  iniagine  any  regular  Attack 

was 


{  '6  ) 

was  intended  againji  that  (Roch- 

fort)  or  any  other  Place  \    the 

fmall  ^antity  of  Artillery  we 

have  not  being  fent  on  that  Plan. 

2.  As  to  the  State  of  Roch- 
fort,  there  was,  by  the  Accounts 
of  Col.  C--ke  and  the  Pilot,  a* 
large  and  high  Rampart  of  Earth, 
round  the  Place,  faced  with 
Stone  ;  the  Ditch  was  wet  from 
the  River  Side,  each  way,  for 
a  confiderable  Part  of  the  Cir- 
cumference ;  but  then  the  Works 
were,  in  mod  Parts,  only  flanked 

with  Redans;  and  there  was 
a  Part  by  the  River  where 
the  Rpjqapart  difcontlnued,  the^ 

Space 


(  '7) 

Space  of  60  Yards,  according  to 
the  Pilot;  or  of  a  Fronts  accor- 
ding to  the  Engineer ;— who  aUb 
&id  the  Ditch  was  imperfed  itf 
ieveral  Places. 

On  the  other  Hand,  it  ap^ 

peared  by  the  Engineer's  own 

Account,  that  this  Opening  was 

in  the  low  marfhy  Ground,  by 

the  River  Side,  and  already  cut 
with  deep  muddy  Ditches  into 

which  the  Tide  flowed.   As  alio 

that  a  good  Entrenchment  might 

be  thrown  up  there  in  24,  or  at 

moil 3 6 Hours  Time:  There  was 

already,  by  the  Pilot's  Account, 

a  Pallifade  there. — And  there 

wet€  ^v^  Ships  in  the  River» 

D  whole 
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whofe  Cajonon  would  kxast  tha^ 
Part  at .  half  Mufquet-iLot;  aU 
wHch,  with  the  mora^  Gr(Muii4 
^d  Ditqhes,  wo^ld  make  that 
ilronger  againft  a  Coup  dc  Miukl 
or  Affault,  than  any  Part  of  the 
IUjn|>art., 

•  *  •  *  • 

.  As  tQth&Itampai^theHeighth 
of  it  w^as.no^  ex?dly.  known*  tha' 
of  the  utflaoft  Confequcnce,  ^ 

laddy^  whi^h  C.  C-^k|e  l^eftts.  in 
kk  Letteic  that  he  omitted ;.  a^  faiei 
kaagjned.  it  was.  afawt,  %%  Foot 
tigh,  Jbut,  .aS:  oth^rs^  fiud,  ^p, 
*ti&  piobahle  4ihsreibre>, '  that  tl^e 
Ladders^  good  Fart  of  w^c^ 


(  19) 

%vcfe  but  of  2  5  Feet,  would  have 
been  too  (hort. 

» 

As  €o  the  Ditch,  it  was  ptoved 
twr  two  pofiti^e  Wifoefies  before 
the  Council  of  War,  that  it  was 
wet,  Of  cotfid  be  flowed  witft 
Water  all  round. 

Viz.  Monf.  BonnevilFe  Vohin- 

•  * 

teer  declared.  That  there  are 
Sluices  there,  by  which  they  can 
flow  the  Ditch,  and  that  it  was 
full  of  Water  all  round  when  he 
was  there. 

Th«  Pilot  of  the  Neptune  faid, 
Thit  he  hiad  ccmmanded  a  fmall 

D  2  Vem 
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Feffel  there  many  Tears^  that 
th^  have  Sluices  near  the  He/- 
pitaly  by  which  thty  can  fill  the 
Ditch  with  Water  5  that  they 
raife  them  fometimes  to  cleanji 
the  Ditch 'y  and  that  he  has/eeH 
Water  in  it  quite  round  the 
itown. 

The  chief  Engineer  alio  de- 
clared, being  afkcd,  Whether, 
if  the  Ditch  were  filled  with  Wa- 
ter^ the  PliKe  could  he  efceUadedf 
72)at  he  thought  not. 

To  this  muft  be  added,  that 
though  the  Ditch  could  not  be 

flowed  ^  round,  the  Succef§ 

of 


of  the  Efcalade  was  equally  dcC- 
peiate. 

For  &A,  Thefe  Operations 
are  never  undertaken  but  on  the 
Footing  of  a  Surprize,  whereas 
that  Idea  had  been  long  va- 
nifhed. 

There  had  been  an  Alarm  on 
the  Coaft  a  great  while:  It  was 
now  the  fifth  Day  fince  our  Fleet 
had  appeared ;  the  Troops  could 
probably  not  have  landed  till 
next  Day,  an4  mufl  have  taken 
another,  at  leaft,  to  march  up 
to  the  Place,  being  lo  or  12 
Miles,  which  would  make  (even 

Days 


1 
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4 

0ay8  £?om  the  Time  the  Fleet 
had  been  adually  feea  on'  this 
Coaft. 

2d\yy  Tbe  Garrifon  was  not 
V!7Ci£dy,  kno^ii,.  but  muA  hav£ 
been  veiy  codiiderdble;  there 
were,  at  leaft,  fome  regular  Bat^ 
talions;  there  are  Marines  al- 
ways there  (when  C.  C— ke  was 
there,  in  Time  of  Peace,  theite 
were  looo)  there  is  a  6urghec*s 
Guard  always  mounted,  and 
there  are  great  Numbers  <^  Mea 
in  the  Place  uied  to  Arms. 

The  Dock-men  ace  very  nvr* 
joexQUii  and  the  Or^ws  of  the 

Ships 
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Si^ps  afctne^  then  ia  th^f  Rhrer,- 
if  coikif>k9ti,  amDUQ&sd  to  near' 
30ob;Meo,  bcfidcs  eiilier  Ttoopi 
<«  Militia;  of  the  C6oimry  that' 
Q0uld  be  thf  DwiL  in  i  Whett^ 
onr  AmgySor  the  Attack  wiss^ 
only  lo  Battalions,  confifting  o^ 
7,494  fighting  Men,  according 
to  the  Embftcfeation  Retunt>.  in^ 
eluding  1 86  Stick.  . 

HaAr  ^fyf  The  N^^  wtre 
Vij^.Ml>kyy  (6  that  b«th  our- 
Hfeueh  aAd  ^1  ant  Motions  motf 
brdJToomei^  bv  die  Enemy: 

To  which  I  muft  add  one 
Circumftance  I   had    omitted, 

fliew- 


\ 
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(hewing,  beyond  Doubt,  that 
a^al  Brepaiations  were  for  fome 
Time  making  there.  This  is 
the  Pofticri{it  of  a  Letter  found 
ip  tjbe  Prieft*s  Houie  when  the' 
Ifle  of  Aix  was  taken,  and  is  as 
fellows. 

Dated  from  Rochfort,    1 8  Sept. 

'757- 

JLaJaiJm  efi  trap  avancee  pour 
queksEmmis  entreprennent  quel- 
que  cbofe  fur  nos  Cotes ^  mats 
Us  Precautions  de  Monf^n^treGoU'- 
vemeur  n  en  font  pas  Moins  Bon- 

■m    « 

r . 

r 

■t  la 


(as) 

tn  EngliOi-^  iTte  Seafon  is  too 

far  advanced  for  the  Enemy  to 

undertake  any  Thing  on  our  Coaft: 

hit  the  Precautions  our  Governor 

takes  are  not  lefs  Good, 

Thus  it  flood  with  Regard  to 
the  Surprize  of  Rochfort,  the 
Queftion  before  the  Council  of 
War  being,  Whether  a  Landing 
ihould  be  made,  which  could  be 
forthatPurpofeonly,  and  with  that 
Profpeft  of  fuccefs,  while  neither 
the  Communication  with  the 
Ships,nor  theRetreat  of theXroops 
were  in  any  Way  provided  for ; 
but  if  that  were  impradicable, 
as  well   as  the  regular  Attack, 

E  which 
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which  has  been,  (hewn;   neither 

ivas  it  more  pradicabte  tp  deftf  oy 

the  DQck«,  Magazihes,  Arfenal$, 
&c.  our  Mortars  and  Artillery 

being  quite  infufficient  for  that 
Purpofe,  as  the  chief  Engineer 
declared  before  the  Board  of  Ge- 
neral. Officers ; :  where,  being 
c^jQsed  by  the  PttCide&by  Whether 
if  JRschfort  bad  Been,  found  too 
ftrong  to  be  takefi  by  a  G^f  de 
MaiHi  y(M  cjttdd  mt  h{we  de" 
firoyed  the  Mctgazims  and  Store- 
kot^esf    He  fays^ 

« 

•  To  do  it  in  any  tolerable  De- 
gree w$uld  require  five  times  the 
Number  of  Mot^tars  we  had  with 

2  us. 
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usy  <ind  fuch  a  Method  would 
iotb  tale  up  Tifne^  and  there 
loould  likewise  be  great  Diffkul- 
ties  in  bringing  upfufficient  Stores 
for  that  Purpofe  to  the  Place,  the 
Diftance  by  Land  from  Chate- 
laillon  to  Rochfort  being  reckoned 
lo  or  12  Miles ^ 

From  this  mort  State  of  Fads, 
I  have  fhewii)  I  think,  that  the 
feveral  following  Propofitions  arc 
undeniable,  as  conneded  with 
the  direct  March  to  Rochfort 
ffom  Chatelaillon,  which  was 
the  only  Queftion  then  before 
the  Council  (that  of  Fouras  and 
the  Forts  having  at  that  Time 

D  2  been 
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been  laid  afide^  for  the  Reaibns 
above  mentioned.)  viz. 

I  ft,  That  the  Attack  of  Roch- 
fort  by  Bicalade  wa$  quite  hope- 
lefs. 

2d,  That  it  was  impofUble 
to  furpnze  it, 

3d,  That  there  was  not  Ar- 
tillery to  attack  it  in  Form. 

r 

4.  That  it  was  equally  im- 
pradicable,  without  taking  it,  to 
deftroy  the  Docks  or  Magazines. 

And,  5  th,  That  the  Retreat 

of 
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of  the  Troops  was  no  Way  fc- 
cured. 


From  whence  I  think  it  will 
f^nly  appear  where  the  Fdlure 
of  the  Expedition  did  not  ly, 
namely  in  the  Refblution  of  the 
Council  of  War  of  the  25th  of 
September,  unanimoufly,  and  I 
think  wifely  made  by  all  the  fu^ 
perior  Officers,  of  both  the  Land 
and  Sea  Service. 

Where  it  did  ly,  whether  in 
any  Defed  of  the  Plan,  which 
I  am  not  willing  to  fuppole,  or 
in  fuch  unforefeen,  and  perhaps 
unavoidable    Circumftances    as 

have 
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have  defeated  all  our  E:!^dir 
tions  to  the  Coaft  of  France,   I 

will  not  determine. — 

/ 

I  ihall  not  enter  now  into  the 
Coniideration  of  the  Things  pro- 
pofed,  and  debated  after  this  in. 
the  {e?erai  Meetings  of  the  Ge- 
nerals and  Adiaiirals,  my  View 
being,  in  this  ihort  Sketch,  to 
&t  the  World  right  in  regard  to 
the  firfl  (leps  taken,  and  to  the 
Opinion  of  the  firft  Council  of 
War. 

When  the  fubfequent  Tranl^ 
adions  come,  at  a  proper  Time, 
to  be  cleared  up,  I  am  per&aded 

there 


there  will  not  be  lefs  Reafon^ 
with  reipe£t  to  them,  alio  to 
think  well  both  of  the  Judgment 
and  Intentions  of  thofe  to  whom 
his  Majefty  committed  the  G>n- 
du£i  of  the  late  Expedition :  I 
referre  this  for  a  fecond  Part,  if 
myhonefi  Pains  to  difcover Truth 
by  a  fimple  deduction  of  Fa^fb, 
fhall  be  thought  worthy  the  At^ 
tention  of  the.  Publick. 
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By  a  Country  Gentleman. 
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Aids  de  Campy  and  Two  Commanders  of  Horfef 
Yet  what  do  they  perform  ?  You  form  Colonels  and 
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LETTER,  &c. 


SIR. 

■)8[:)8C^  O  U  may,  perhaps,  be  a  little  fur- 
y  3?C  prifed  at  receiving  a  Letter  from 

w  v^^  ^^ '  ^^^^'^^^  ^f  "^y  Defcription  are 
1nl)B^-'MJi  j^q^  eafily  found  in  the  Circle  of 

your  Acquaintance,  and  you  will  be  puzzled 
to  guefs  my  Name ;  but  no  Matter  what  is 
my  Name,  or  what  my  Acquaintance  with 
you :  I  might  as  well  afk  who  that  Friend  in 
the  Country  was  to  whom  you  have  thought 
fit  to  addrefs  your  Letter.  I  have  lived  a  good 
many  Years  among  thofe  who  are  called 
Country  Gentlemen,  and  never  found  that  you 
had  a  fingle  Friend  among  them ;  they  knew 
you  00  well :  Let  us  ceafc  therefore  to  enquire 
Mrhotwas  your  Correfpondent,  cither  when  you 

A  2  wrote 
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wrote  your  own,    or  when  you  receive  this 
£-rtter,    Wc  both  have  Our  Rcafon  for*  the 
tnanncfr  of  Addrefi. 

Yoy-will  wonder,  perhaps,  by  what  Means 

1  have  traced  this  Performance  Home  to  you. 
Whatever  I  am,  I  claim  no  Title,  I  form  no 
Pretenfions  to  fuperior  Sagacity,  or  to  a  more 
extenfive  Intelligence,  than  others  who  bear 
the  fame  Charafter,  which  I,  perhaps,  affume; 
put  the  Tree  is  known  by  its  Fruits,  and  the 
Piece  often  betrays  the  Workman.  Whether 
the  Performance  is  of  the  Hand  of  the  Great 
Mafter  himfelf,  or  whether  it  has  only  been 
fketched  out  by  him,  and  work'd  up  by  fome 
inferiour  Artift,  I  am  not  Connoifleur  enough 
to  determine^    but  I  know  the  School.     The 

.  World  was  enriched  laft  Winter  with  fo  many 
^efis^  and  fo  many  other  curious  Pieces  in  the 
fame  Tafte,    that  it  is  i'mpoffible  not  to  find 

.  out  the  Hands :  To  you  therefore  I  addrefs 
myfelf,  as  to  the  great  Fountain  and  Source, 

,  without  confidering  whether  you  have  corii^ 
veyed  your  Poifon  through  your  own  mafterly 
Pen,  or  transfufed  it  into  the  Quill  of  fome 
lefs  nobje,  fho'  ftill  perhaps  truly  noble,  Dif^ 

.  ciple, 

Your  Appearance  on  this  Occafibn  juftifies 
the  Advice  you  give  to  your  Friend  in  the  43d 

Page 
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Fage  of  your  great  Work,   fm^ne  fpec^U^ly 
^bat  is  moft  agreeable  to  cmnnum  Senfe^  and  ibe  t 
do  not  h  furprifid  at  finding  the  Event  diam^- 
trkalfy  oppofite  to  it.    In  the  Name  of  tha: 
Common  Senle^    what  have  you,    or  taxf  o 
your  Fadion,   to  do,    in  being  the  ParQzais 
of  thofe  Perfons  who  are  the  Objefts  of  thx 
Report,    whofe  Unpopularity   might,    for  % 
Time  perhaps,  have  eclipfed  even  yours,  imlefs 
you  were  originally  a  Party  in  their  Ofienc^, 
and  from  thence  are  become  bound  to  be  :i 
Party  in  their  Juftification.     Thofe  who  thin'c 
you  have  a  Right  tq  the  Attribute  of  Com- 
mon Senfe,    muil  be  perfuaded  that  you  ar 
involved    in    this    unfortunate    Defcription. 
Mankind,  indeed,  had  heard  of  the  extraordi- 
,nary  Affiduity  with  which  you  attended  th  ^ 
-General  in  C         f,  from  the  Moment  of  hi ; 
'Return,    to  that  of  his  Trial ;    and  that  yo  i 
was  employed  in  the  arduous  Bulinefs  of  draw 
»ing  up  his  Defence :    Yet  they  were  difpof :  I 
to  hope,    that  this  proceeded  only  from  th  i 
Warmth  ofFriendfhip,  and  if  your  Difcretioi 
fuffered  in  the  Opinions  of  the  over-pruden 
you  was  recompenfcd  by  the  Honour  whi^i 
•  was  refledted  on  your  Humanity.     Why  th*  i 
-would  you  not  fuffer  it  to  reft  on  a  Foundati- 
on fo  advantagious  to  you  ?    Why  would  yo 
.confirm  the  Imputations  which  Mankind,  ha  1 
with  too  much  Appearance  of  Plaufibility 

thrown 
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thrown  out  upon  you,  that  you  znA yours  Trtrt 
the  real  Authors  of  that  difgraceful  Difap- 
pointment  which  the  Nation  fo  deeply  feels 
and  refents,  and  that  the. Generals  who  have 
hitherto  born  the  Infamy;  were  but  the 
Puppets  which  you  and  yours  have  actu- 
ated. 

You  fay.  Page  the  29th.  "  The  Unpro- 
*'  milingnefs  of  this  Expedition  Was  not 
*'  judged  of  only  by  the  Event,  but  Numbers 
*'  here,  on  knowing  its  Deftination  for  the 
*'  Coaft  of  France^  and  the  Conftitution  of 
*'  Things  in  thofe  Parts,  made  even  no  Merit 
*'  oi  pronouncing  boldly j  that  nothing  wouldy  or 
*'  could  be  done  by  that  grand  Armada." 
Once  more  in  the  Name  of  Common  Senfe, 
why  do  you,  of  all  Men  living,  bring  this  Cir- 
cumftance  back  to  People's  Memory.  It  was 
well  obferved  at  the  Time,  and  did  not  pafs 
without  the  natural  Comment,  that  a  certain 
Sett  of  Men,  not  famous  for  their  extenfive 
Knowledge,  did,  even  long  before  the  Squa- 
dron failed,  declare  publickly,  and  offer  any 
Wager,  that  wherefoever  was  its  Deftination, 
nothing  would  be  done  by  it.  Mankind  were  afto- 
nifhed  at  the  Boldnefs  with  which  this  was  pro- 
nounced. They  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  draw 
from  this  Boldnefs  a  very  ill  Omen  of  theSuccefs. 
They  went  ftill  farther  j  for  to  this  were  entirely 


y 
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ing  thofe  Suipicions»  or  as  you  fay  Page  9th. 
<^  thofe  *  treafonable  Infinuations,  that  a  Ten* 
•*  dcrnefs  for  H — n — r  might  occalion  an 
*<  Armament  to  be  fent  out  with  Intimations, 
<'  properly  ^ven,  that  nothing  being  done 
«'  would  not  be  the  mofl:  difpleafing  Thing 
•«  imaginable."  They  obferved,  that  the  Pcr- 
fons  who  thus  pronounced  with  fo  much  Boldnefs^ 
were  the  fame,  who,  by  their  private  In-  * 
trigues  and  Cabals,  had  a  few  Months  before 
thrown  the  Affairs  of  the  King  and  Kingdom 
into  fo  much  Confufion ;  and  it  feemed  no 
great  Refinement  in  Politicks  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  fame  Influence  which  enabled  them 
then  to  put  a  Stop  to  all  Publick  Bufinefs, 
might  Itill  fubfift  to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  would 
blaft  the  Expedition;  for  they  knew  very 
well,  as  you  fay.  Page  7th,  •'  The  Envy  of 
* '  fome,  who  oppofe  the  prefent  Minifter's 
**  Rife  to  Power,  would  be  carried  to  fuch 
treafonable  Lengths,  as  fecretly  to  thwart 
and  countermine  his  Operations."  Has 
the  Event  proved  that  they  were  mifl:aken  in 
this  Apprehenfions  ?  Or  will  this  Book  of 
yours  prove  it  ? 


ic 
cc 


cc 


You  tell,  us,  Page  the  2ifl:,    "  That  his 

Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  greatly  defired 

an  ^  prefled  this  Meafure,  in  Hopes  of  its 

^  uiaij  ing  a  powerful   Diverfion  i"  and  you 

refer 
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reft  r  US  as  for  a  Voucher  to  the  Enq.  P^e 
20/'  I  have  read  that  Page  in  the  Enquury 
again  and  again,  and  I  find  nothing  to  war. 
f ant  foch  an  Aflertion  ;  I  fee,  indeed,  in  that 
Page,  that  Sir  J.  ligotder  informs^  the  Cofoi- 
toander  in  diief  of  the  Land  Forces,  what  wa^ 
one  Point  in  the  King*s  View  in  this  Meafiire^ 
♦*  that  k  was  to  create  a  Divcrfion  in  Favour 
*<  <^f  his  R.  H.  and  the  K.  of  Pruffiay  and 
**  that  the  K.  of  Pruffia  defired  and  prcEcd 
"  this  very  Meafure  :*•  But  I  find  no  Intima- 
tion that  it  was  the  Duke's  Dcfire.  I  find 
no  Reafbn  to  fuppofe  that  the  Plan  had  4>cen 
communicated  to  him,  or  approved  by  hiixi, 
much  lefs  -recommended  or  preflfed  by  him 
for  Execution.  I  moft  heartily  wrfli  it  had  ;* 
for  though  it  is  poffible  you  and  I  might  differ 
in  our  Reafons,  we  fhall  both  agree  in  one 
Conclufion.  That  a  Plan  approved  and  re- 
commended by  his  R.  H.  would  not  have  fo 
ihamefuliy  /aifed  wiriiout  any  Attempt  t9 
execute  it. 

You  tell  us,  Page  7,  that  on  the  Return 
of  the  Fleet,  "  Some  merely  guided  by  frivate 
**  Attachments^  or  Prejudices  in  Favour  of 
^*  the  Projeftors,  or  at  le^ft  the  pri^iicipal 
*'  Promoter  of  the  Attempt,  extolled  it  to 
*'  the  Skies,  and  that  on  the  other  Hand, 
*'  others,  perhaps^  '  influenced  by   Confidera- 

tions 
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*«.  tions  of  the  like  private  Nature,  by  Plquci 

*'  Prejudice,  or  Envy,  treated  the  whole 
«*  Plan  as  chimerical,  crude,  indigefted,  both 
**  in  the  Projcftion  and  Appointment  of  the 
•'  Executionj  from  which  no  better,  or  other 
•*  Succefs,  could  be  expefted  than  what  befel 
**  it.  That  the  wMe  of  it  was  the  Scheme  of 
•*  a  Man  who  wanted  to  value  himfelf  upon 
^'  what  he  did  not  underftand,  and  who^ 
^'  rather  than  do  nothing,  would  do  Ibme- 
**  thing  which  was  worfe  than  nothing,** 
One  ihould  have  fuppofed  that  an  Author  of 
Candid  Reflexufns  would  at  leaft  have  taken 
Care  to  fteer  between  thefe  two  partial  Opi- 
nions, which  you  yourfelf  reprefent  as  the 
Extreme  on  either  Side.  And  yet  there  h 
not  a  Line  in  your  whole  Candid  Perform- 
ance, which  does  not  tend  to  fupport  this 
Virulence  againft  the  Minifter. 

But  tbo*  you  have  undertaken  to  attack,  I 
Ihall  not  undertake  to  defend  him  :  I  am  not 
commiflioned  to  it :  I  am  not  fufficiently 
apprifed  of  thofe  Fafts  whkrh  juftify  the 
Wan  of  the  Expedition ;  but  what  I  un- 
dertake to  prove  is,  that  you  have  no  Fafts, 
or  at  lead  you  produce  none,  on  which  it 
ought  to  be  condemned.  Prejudiced,  doubt- 
icfs,  i  am,  and  Prejudice  will  infinuate  it- 
ifelf  into  the  Mind  of  every  Difpiitant,  and 
every  Reader,    You  think,  for  Inftance,  not 
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only  that  the  Generals  who  commanded  the 
Expedition  are  to  be  juftified  in  having  done 
no  morej  but  that  they  are  in  fome  Degree 
blameable  far  having  done  fo  much^  for  the 
Ftan  was  wild,  chimerical,  and  abfurd.  You 
arefatisfied  from  the  Reputation  of  the  Gene- 
rals, that  if  the  Fault  had  not  lain  in  the 
Plan'!,  there  could  have  been  no  Failure  in  the 
Executipn,  I,  on  my  Part,  am  perfuaded 
tha;t  a  Plan  (no  Matter  who  projeded  it) 
approved  on  the  utmoll  Deliberation  by 
His  Majefty,  and  unanimoully  approved  by 
his  Cabinet- Council,,  undertaken  on  a  full 
Examination  of  Fafts,  by  thefe  very  Ge- 
nerals, without  Proteft  or  Remonftrance, 
approved  and  defired  by  the  King  of 
Prujfia  (for  the  King  of  Prujjia^  we  find, 
Enq^.  p.  20,  defires  and  prefles  this  very  Mea- 
fure)  and  prepared  under  the  immediate  In- 
fpe<5lion  of  Sir  John  Ugonier^  then,  as  well 
as  now,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  King's 
Forces,  could  not  be  a  Projeft  fo  totally  re- 
pugnant to  Common  Senfe,  as  you  chufe  to 
reprefent  it.  •  Thefe,  indeed,  are .  Names 
which  make  a  different  Impreflion  on  you 
and  me.  Your  Opinion  of  his  *  *  *  *,  or  at 
Icaft  your  Reprefentation  of  him,  is  perhaps 
apt  to  vary  with  Circumftances.  When  he 
fubmits  to  be  direfted  by  you  and  yours,  he 
is  every  thing  that  is  great  and  noble:  But 
if  he  difpleafes  you  or  yours,  we  need  go 
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C10   farther    for    your   Sentiments   than   to 
that  famous  Manufcript,  which  has  been,  fo 
budly,  and  yet  fo  'cautioufly  handed  about, 
wherein  he   is  repxefented  as  deceiving  the 
whole  World,    cxpofing  his  favourite  Son, 
as  betraying  the  Safety  of  his  £■       1  Ter- 
ritories, }:he  PofTeirions  of  his  Subje&s.,  the 
I^OQOur  of  his   Arms,  his  Family,  and  his 
Name,  for  the  Sake  of  prefcrving  his  private 
Treafures,  and  avoiding  the  Expence  of  aix 
Army  necejSary  for  the  Defence  of  his  Coun- 
try, which  he  fo  often  and  fo  folemnly  had 
declared  was  an  effective  Army,  and  yet  in 
Fad  never  fubfifted  hardly  even  upon  Paper* 
How  falfe  this    Affertion,  was,    fubfequent 
Events  have  proved.     As  to  the  King  of 
Pruffia^  we  all  know  how  much  his  military 
Skill  has  been,  with  great  Uniformity,  de«- 
rided  by  you  and  your  favourite  Heroes : 
A  Man,  wild,  impetuous,  impradticable,  ig- 
norant of  the  Art  of  War,  and  as  unqualified 
to  be  a  General  as  Mr.  Pitt  is  to  be  a  Mini- 
fter.     The  prefent  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  Britijb  Troops  we  know  too,  is  no  Favou- 
,  rite  with  you  znd  yours.     The  People  of  this 
Country  have  indeed  long  confidered  him  as 
the  firft  Soldier,  tho'  till  lately  a  v^ry  fubor- 
dinate    Officer   in    the  Service.     They  will 
never  forget  the  Services  he  has  done  this 
(Country.    Britijb  Armies^  with  their  General, 
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fived  from  inftant  Deftruftibn,  by  hfs  lb- 
perior  Skill  in  his  Profeffion,  by  His  Capa^ 
city  to  fee,  and  his  Readinefs  and  Alertnef$ 
to  leize  an  Advantage  over  his  Enemy,  will 
ever  endear  him  to  the  Friends  of  Enghind^ 
and  the  .  Royal  Family,  But  perhaps  this 
very  Merit,  which  will  never  be  forgot  by  his 
grateful  Country,  will  never  be  forgiven  by 
Individuals. 

Page  14th  and  uth,  your  firft  ObjeAion 
feems  to  be  the  Conftitution  of  the  Board  of 
Enquiry.  You  adopt  an  Expreffion,  which 
^rhaps  you  firft  fuggefted  to  the  General, 
That  it  was  a  Proceeding  not  quite  common^ 
And  you  fuggeft  yoyr  Doubts  about  the  Le- 
gality, as  well  as  Propriety  of  fuch  an  En- 
quiry. I  will  anfwer  this  fully,  at  leaft  ad 
Hominem.  The  firft  Inftitution  of  a  Board  of 
General  Officers  for  the  Purpofe  of  enquiring 
into  the  Condpft  'of  a  Commander,  took 
place  under  the  Aufpices  of  his  Royal 
Jiighnefs  William  Duke  of  Cumperland^  at 
that  time  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Britijb 
Forces :  Anr  Officer  was  judged,  condemned-^ 
and  ruined  by  fuch  a  Board  of  Enquiry, 
v:ithout  a7ry  other  Trial.  Would  you  have 
any  other  Anfwer  to  this  Objedbion  ?  Or 
fliall  I  comment  upon  it  ?  Or  make  Compa- 
jriioas?   JBiit  if  ever  fuch  an  Enquiry  was 

right 
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flight  and  proper^   it  was  fo  in  the  pitfcnC 

Cafe,  where  tlie  Parties  to  be  tried  had  agreed 
upon  a  total  Suppreifion  of  Evidence.  In 
the  very  Council  of  War,  which  tinani* 
moufly  refolved  to  do  nothing,  far  from  a  Dt« 
fire  to  (late  the  Evidence  on  which  they  proe 
ceeded,  and  their  relpedive  Opinions  upon 
that  Evidence,  which  one  would  think  natural 
to  every  one  who  was  follicitous  for  his  Ho-* 
nour  and  Juftification,  the  firft  Thing  re* 
folved  on  was  to  take  no  Minutes  of  Opinions^ 
and  that  even  the  Informations  of  the  Per« 
ions  examined,  ihould  not  ftand  Part  of  th« 
Minutes,  fo  as  to  be  tranfmUied  $c  anf  Per* 
fan  \  Enq.  p.  jo*  Here  then,  as  far  as  in  theni 
>ay ,  was  a  total  Suppreffion  of  Evidence. 

But,  fay«  one  of  the  Generals,  I  do  noe 
conceive  xnyfelf  anlwerable  for  an  Opinion 
jgiven  at  a  Council  of  War  :  Tlierefore  it  may 
be  urged  why  are  Minutes  of  what  pafles 
there  neceflary  ?  I  confefs  I  am  forry  to  find 
this  Dodrine  fo  much  received  among  Offi- 
cers, that  they  are  not  refponfible  for  Opinio 
ons  given  at  a  Council  of  War,  becaufe 
the  Nature  of  Mankind  is  too  apt  to  per^ 
iuade  them^  that  there  can  be  Jio  Fault  where 
there  is  not  a  Poflibility  of  Punifhment.  { 
therefore  will  never  admit  this  Dodrine  in 
the  E;$tent  it  is  often  yrgjed.  Criminally 
^  re- 


(  14  ) 
ceiponfible  for  his  Opinion  no  Officer  can  be, 
becaufe  it  is  not  an  Offence  againft  any  Ar« 
tides  of  War ;  But  what  then  ?  Is  the  Opi- 
nion, on,  the  Evidence  on  which  it  is  founded 
to  be  fuppreflcd  ?-  And  is  not  an  Officer  re- 
fponfible  to  his  King  and  Country  in  any 
Other  Place  than  a  Court  Martial  ?  God  for- 
|)id  that  f^ch  a  Do<3trine  ihould  be  eitablifh- 

A  Court  Martial  which  judges  upon  the 
J-,etter  pf  the  Law,  upon  the  ftrift  Words  of 
Articles  of  War,  or  a  penal  Aft  of  Parliament, 
may  acquit  of  capital  Crimes  a  Conduft 
y^hich  neycrthelefs  evinces  the  Officers,  who 
have  been  guijty  of  it,  to  be  upfit  for  any  fu» 
ture  Command,  It  is  the  Words  of  pofitive 
Laws,  which  in  a  free  Country  are  to  make 
Men  liable  to  Pqniftiments ;  but  it  is  the  Pre^ 
rogative  pf  the  Crown  to  judge,  upon  the 
lvho)e  of  the  Circumftances,  who  are  fit  to 
continue  in  its  Service,  and  to  command  )t^ 
Armies, 


But  you  are  not  fatisficd  with  the  Perix 
fonages  appointed  to  form  this  Board,  and  in 
an  Ironic  Paragraph,  Page  ii,  you  infinuate 
kow  unfit  they  were  to  judge  of  fuch  a  Mat- 
ter, ,by  telling  us  what  Qualifications  werene- 
ceflary  to  fuch  Judges*  Before  I  confider  theif 

Qua- 
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Qualifications,  let  me  afk  you  a  (^efliori"^ 
Who  do  you  think  appointed  them?  The 
King,  you  will  doubtlefs  fay :  It  was  his  Pre- 
rogative, But  who  do  yoii  think  recom- 
mended them  ?  I  aflc  this  of  you,  becaufe  I 
am  perfuaded  your  Inielligence  on  tins  Head  is 
better  than  mine.  But  I  will  tell  you  who, 
I  verily  believe,  did  not  recommend  them. 
I  believe  Mr,  Pitt  did  not  -,  and  the  World, 
when  they  read  thofc  refpeftable  Names,  wilf 
not  be  of  Opinion,  that,  confidering  the 
known  and  declared  Friendfhips,  Connec- 
tions and  Attachments  of  the  Majority  of 
tbem^  they  were  precifely  the  three  Men  ori 
whofe  Decifion  Mr.  Pitt  would  Willingly  reft 
a  Point,  which  many  of  his  Enemies,  and 
you  at  the  Head  of  them,  endeavoured  to 
make  a  Point,  on  which  his  Capacity  as  a 
Minifter  was  to  be  determined.  Whatever 
Qualities  they  had,  or  had  not,  to  fit  them  for 
the  Judges  in  fuch  an  Enquiry,  they  certainly 
had  no  Partiality  in  Favour  of  the  Projec- 
tors of,  and  againft  thofe  who  ought  to  have 
executed  the  Plan  of  the  Expedition.  As  to 
their  Capacity  and  Knowledge  of  Service, 
when  I  confider  and  contemplate  the  glo- 
rious Lift  of  Heroes,  to  whofe  Command 
the  Army  of  this  Country  has  been  for  fp 
many  Years  confided,  I  -confefs  myfelf  at  a 
1-ofe,  thro*  the  infinite  Variety  "gf  Choice,  to 

point 


pcAnt  out  the  Perfons  whofe  confummrfW 
Knowledge  might  give  the  greateft  Weighs 
to  fcheir  Decifion :  yet  I  fay,  and  I  fay  it  fe-^ 
rioufly,  tiwt  iF  Experience,  fuch  as  the 
Armies  of  this  Country  can  give,  founded  up- 
on ftrong  nianfy  SenfCj  an  a^ivc  Spirit,  and 
a  penetrating  Sagacity,  can  qualify  a  Man 
to  judge  in  a  Queftion  of  this  Sort,  it  Was  to 
be  found  among  thofe  who  fat  at  this  Board 
rf  JEnquiry* 

Bdbfe  I  pidce^  to  confide  thd  Cbhdbet 
of  the   Generals,  ^c.  t  Ihall  follow  yoii  irt 
Ibme  of  your  previous  Steps,  tho*  they  ir6 
not  Steps  in  which  I  delight  to  walk.     In  Ot- 
der  to  form  a  judgment  ori  thfe  Pradtltability' 
of  the  Meafure,  yoii  are  terifibld  ^  Queftioni 
mil  occur  to  eVery  Min  -,  What  w^s    th6 
Fotce  "which  our  TnWps  wei-e  Hkfely  to  meefc 
at,  and  after  their  befcent  ?  To  mikt  this 
favourable  to  your  Poitit,  yoii  are  pteafed  to 
avail  yourfelf,  p.  13,  14,  Of  Accounts,  ^hich 
yoii  think  fit  to  ihforitt  vis  werfe  circulated 
in  tibtlaniy  and  other  heutrd  Oolintries,  bf 
the  State  of  the  Tf 66ps  of  Frantey  which 
Vrei-e    faid    to   drrtdiint  to    360,000.     Th* 
M^orial  delivered  in  by  AuthoHty  makei 
them  iomething  left   than  loo,boO;      Yoii 
Jay  you  d6h*t  difpfutfe  ^he  Tri^th  oF  Hii»  Ac*- 
count,  btit  you  infiAua!t!e  Ae  j^erieral  O^inidh 
to  Be,  that  tWy  iatfe  above  306^000  Regu* 


(    i?    ) 

ars.  But  the  military  Lifts  of  France,  yoii  ftjr^ 
are  open,  and  it  would  be  unpardonable  not 
to  have  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  that  Point* 
But  pray.  Sir,  how  is  Qne  to  attain  that 
borough  Knowledge  ?  Do  you  expeft  a  Ccr- 
tifi<:ate  from  the  Mufter  Mafter-GcneraJ  of 
Froftce^  (if  there  be  .fuch  an  Officer^  or  what 
other  loforrkiation  do  you  demand  i  The  beft 
that  can  be  obtained^  unlefs  from  immediate 
Authority  of  the  King. of  France^  (and  pcr-^ 
haps  the  beft,  even  without  thai  Exception) 
is  what  the  Cabinet  Council  had  before  them» 
Look  into  the  Memorial.  Can  you  have  a 
more  exad  AccQuntj  than  the  very  Corps  of 
which  the  Army  confifts ;  their  Numbers  in 
TiAie  of  Peace  j  their  different  Augmentati- 
€)ns  fince  the  War  commenced,  and  their  pre- 
ient  Deftination  ?  How  does  it  appear  that 
the  Memorial  is  not  taken  from  thofe  very 
military  Lifts  to  which  you  appeal  ?  But  the 
Point  was  too  ftrong  againft  you  to  be  fufFered 
to  remain  in  full  Force,  and  therefore  you  en- 
'  <leayour  to  contradid:  particular  Accounts^ 

delivered  by  Authority,  by  vague  Reports* 
which '  you  are  pleafed  to  fay  wore  current  in 
ether  Countries,  How  fuch  Reports  came  to 
yout  Ears  I  cannot  imagine!  I  believe  you  are 
the  firft  Man  of  Bufinefs  who  ever  attempted 
to  pafs  fuch  a  Report  on  the  World.  But  that 
70U  may  make  as  free  with  my  Intelligence  as 
I  -  C  1 


(^  i8  ) 
I  have  d<5ne  with  yours,  I  will  tell  you  a  Re* 
port  which  I  have  heard,  and  I  fancy  from  ra- 
ther better  Authority  than  your  Dutch  Report!. 
That  fo  fiir  were  the  French  from  having  the 
Troops  on  the  Coaft  which  you  infinuate,  and 
which  I  think,  if  all  col  lefted  together,  as  in 
your  different  Accounts,  would  amount  to 
about  10O5O00  Regulars,  befides  100,000 
Militia,  there  were  aflually  but  4000  regu- 
lar Troops  at  the  Titne  our  Fleet  came  upon 
the  Coaft,  for  th^  Defence  of  all  the  Garrifons 
and  Outworks  in  and  near  Port  V Orient^  la  Ko- 
ehelky  and  Roihefort^  and  that  the  fmaller  Di- 
vifion  of  thefe  was  at  Rochefort.  I  will  now 
communicate  another  Report ;  You;  as  well 
as  the  Generals,  feem  to  ftand  in  great  Awe 
of  a  Name  fo  dignified  as  that  of  a  Marfhal  of 
France.  You  fpeak,  in  different  Places,  of 
the  Alertnefs  of  the  Enemy  on  this  Occafion, 
and  the  proportionable  Refiftancc  which  our 
Troops  muft  undoubtedly  have  met  with,  if 
they  attempted  to  land.  Yet  what  was  the 
real  Cafe :  The  old  Marfhal,  worn  out  with  In- 
firmities, ne  faifoit  que  fleurer.  Such  were  the 
Accounts  the  French  themfelyes  gave  of  him, 
He  confidered  all  as  loft,  the  Moment  the  At- 
tack was  pointed  at  Rjochefcrt^  and  far  from 
making  Difpofitions  to  difpute  the  landing, 
he  pafTed  the  Hours  in  Tears,  and  in  writing 
Exprefles  to  his  Court. 

Page 


(19  ) 
Page  1 7.  You  pretend  not  fully  to  under- 
ftand  the  Meaning  of  the  Term  Coup  de  Main. 
You  attempt  Definitions  of  it ;  from  its  vagut 
and  uncertain  Import  you  would  inlinuate  that 
it  was  hardly  underftood  by  our  Generals  what 
they  were  to  do,  but  you  argue  as  if  by  a 
Coup  de  Main^  was  meant,  only  a  Surprife,  and 
that  if  the  Opportunity  of  a  Surprife  was  loft, 
the  whole  Profpedt  of  Succefs  was  over.  I 
ihall  enter  into  no  Scholaftick  Difpute  about 
the  Definitions  of  Terms,  I  will  only  fay, 
that  it  is  very  apparent,  that  the  Term  Coup 
de  Main  was  not  ufed  to  exprefs  the  taking 
Rocbefort  by  Surprife  onljy  but  that  it  was  to 
be  attacked  in  every  other  Way,  except  the 
opening  Trenches,  and  erefUng  Batteries. 

In  the  Advice  delivered  by  Sir  John  IJgo^ 
'  ni£rj  whofe  Experience  in  the  Art  of  War, 
Sir  y.  Mordaunt  fays,  will  vindicate  any  Of-^ 
ficer  guided  by  his  Authority,  I  find  this 
Paragraph,  Enq.  p.  2^.  "  As  for  a  Coup 
de  Main^  it  may  perhaps  fucceed  befi  at 
your  coming  up,  as  the  Enemy  may  be 
in  a  great  Hurry,  Surprize,  and  Confter- 
nation,  af  fqch  an  unexpefted  Vifit,  and 
**  not  have  Time  to  make  his  Difpofitions. 
But  if  that  is  not  thought  proper,  it  may 
fucceed  as  well  after  the  Place  has  been  tbo* 
roughly  reconnoitred^  and  you  h^ve  fixed  the 
<^  Spots  where  you  defign  to  make  the  greateft 

C  z  "  Efforts, 
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**  Efforts,  and  if  the  Enemy  fee  any  Prepa-i 
ration  for  a  regular  Attack^  they  will  left 
expeft  a  Coup  de  Main,  Bergen-ap-Zoom  was 
taken  by  a  Coup  de  Main^  after  a  long  Siege. 
Sr.  Philips  was  taken  by  Spafing-LijddcrSj^ 
and  a  Coup  de  Main^  tho'  the  Garrifon  was 
3000  ftrofig,  after  a  Siege  of  56  Days : 
The  Neccfficy  of  dividing  a  fmall  Garrifon 
in  a  Place  of  fuch  Circumference  as  Roche^ 
fort  may  facilitate  the  Succefs  of  a  bol4 
Attempt."  If  Sir  John  Mordaufft  really 
thought  Sir  J.  Ligonier  to  be. a  Man  of  that 
Experience  in  the  Art  of  War  which  he  de* 
fcribes  him  to  be  ^  if  he  really  meant  to  guide 
himfelf  by  the  ^ole  of  his  Advice  in  th? 
^Execution  of  the  Plan,  and  not  to  excuie 
Iiimfelf,  only  by  felefting  certain  Parts  of  it 
from  others  which  were  explanatory,  and 
with  which  they  were  cqnnefted,  how  come  he 
ft>  totally  to  have  forgot  thi?  Part  of  it,  which, 
if  any  Doubt  had  fubfifted,  would,  have  ex? 
plained  what  was  intended  by  a  Coup  de  Maitij 
and  to  have  remembered  opiy  the  Riecommen- 
dation  to  fecure  a  Communication  for  a  Re* 
treat  ?  nay  of  what  Sort  was  that  Communis 
cation  to  be  ?  See  the  fame  Paper,  Enq,  p.  21. 
**  Suppofing  the  Tropps  landed,  it  muft  be  left 
"  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Geherals  whe- 
ther they  ftiould  not  march  with  proper 
Precauti<^ns  MreSly  to  Rocbefort^    topre- 
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^  y^nt  any  Succours  being  thrown  into  the 
^^  Place,  at  the  fame  Time  that  the  Marinet 
^^  fliould  be  employed  for  making  9  good  In*' 
^^  trenchment  &r  the  Security  of  the  Stores 
^'  to  be  landed  from  Time  to  Tin^e,  as  wett 
^^  as  of  a  Retreat  in  Cafe  of  Nefseflity •"  Here 
jthen  vanUbes  at  once  all  that  Par(  of  your 
Argument^  and  of  the  General's  Defence, 
i^hich  is  founded  upon  the  Plan  of  Attack, 
being  intended  tp  take  the  Pjace  only  by  Sur* 
prize.  Here  vaniihes  all  the  We^t  whicb 
was  to  be  derived  from  the  Advice  of  Sir  J^ 
Ugmery  with  regard  to  the  Neceflity  of  FoiC 
Fouras  being  taken  before  the  Tro^s  were  lande^ 
in  order  to  fecure  a  Retreat.  i$ir  J.  iJ^omer 
fUppofe)  the  J'roops  firft  fo  land,  aqd  then  to 
throw  up  an  Intrenchment,  in  <^er  to  fecure 
fL  Retreat,  and  to  receive  and  prefbrve  the 
Stores  as  they  were  landed. 

r 

^  Another  Argtune^t,  which  youeodeayoor 
to  force  into  your  Servijce,  is  the  Countenance 
j^ven  by  the  Concu^nce  of  the  SearOfficers, 
to  the  Opinion  of  that  Council  of  War  whicK 
determbed  to  do  nothing  againft  B/nbef^i. 
Let  u^  fee  what  Sir  Edwari  hfi^e  iays  .on 
the  Subjefk:  In  his  Letter  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Pi//»  £»j.  p.  lOi,  arc  thcfe  W9r4>:  **  We 
^^  (meaning  the  Seamen)  afieitt^  to  the  Rea^ 
^<.  fons  for  not  attempting  (9  .take  Recbifert 

by 
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"  by  Efcalade,  in  Confidence  of  their  (mean- 
**  ing  the  Land  OiEcers)  Judgment  and  Know- 
"  ledge  in  their  own  Profelfion ;  but  I  and 
«*  everyone  elfe  agreed  in  Opinion^  that  the  Land- 
**  ing  could  be  effeSled,'*^  What  therefore  is 
the  Inference  to  be  drawn  from  hence,  but 
this  :  The  Seamen  were  perfuaded  they  could 
cffeft  the  whole  of  their  Duty  -,  they  could 
land  the  Troops :  As  to  what  the  Troops 
could  do  when  landed,  it  was  riot  their  Pro- 
vince to  judge :  It  was  the  Bufinefs  of  the 
Generals  to  determine  \  and  they  figned  their 
Names  to  the  Council  of  War,  not  in  Telli- 
moriy  of  their  own  Opinion,  but  in  Deference 
to  the  Opinion  of  thofe  whofe  Province  it 
was  to  judge  and  determine.  That  is,  they 
aded  confiftently  with  the  King's  Inftruftions, 
to  live  in  Harmony  with  the  Land  Officers, 
and  not  to  give  Occafion  of  Difcontent,  by 
intermeddling,  protefting,  and  remonftrating 
in  what  was  not  their  Province;  but  fb  weary 
does  Sir  Edward  Hawke  appear  to  have  been 
of  thefe  Councils  of  War,  that  when  Sir  J, 
Mordaunt  applied  to  him,  to  call  one,  to  eon- 
fider  whether  the  Attack  which  they  had  agreed 
to  make  on  JFort  Fouras  was  of  Confequencc 
enough  to  delay  the  Return  of  the  Fleet,  Sir 
Edwdtd  refufed,  alledging  that  the  Seamen 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  it  was  a  Land  Ope- 
ration only,    Enq.  p.  35. 
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You  are  pleafed  to  objeft  to  the  Teftimony 
and  Opinion  of  Colonel  Clerk  as  defcrving  lefe 
Weight,  becauie  it  was  upon  his  Reprcfenta- 
tion  that  the  Attempt  on  Rocbefort  was  firft 
thought  of;  and  he,  you  think,  is  bound  in 
Honour  to  fupport  the  Prafticability,  that  is, 
the  Honour  of  his  own  Plan  :  But  you  think; 
at  the  fame  Time,  that  the  higheft  Credit  is  to 
be  given  to  the  very  Names  of  the  Officers  of 
which  the  Council  of  War  was  compofed, 
forgetting  that  they  were  the  very  Parties  to  be 
tried,  and  that  their  Teftimony  is  brought 
forth  for  their  own  Coudemnation  or  Ac** 
quittal. 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  to  demolifti  that 
Outwork  of  Prejudice  within  which  you  have 
endeavoured  to  intrench  yourfelf:  So  far 
goes  the  Coup  de  Main ;  and  now,  if  you  pleafe, 
we  will  begin  the  Attack  in  Form. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  General  Offi* 
ccrs,  which  was  the  Ground-work  of  your 
Letter,  muft  likewife  be  fo  of  mine.  You 
have  concluded,  and  I  will  begin  with  it ;  for 
the  Plan  of  that  Report  will  give  a  Regula* 
rity  to  our  Arguments ;  and  as  that  has  con* 
iidered  every  Part  of  the  Conduft  of  the  Gene- 
ralsy  it  will  bring  on  all  that  can  be  urgqd  for 

or 
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or  aglinft  diem  from  the  Evidence  hithefftf 
made  public  in  a  regular  Methods 

The  firft  Artkle  of  •  the  Report  is,  "  If 
*»  appears  that  one  Caufe  of  the  E3q)edi-» 
^^  don  haYing  failed^  is  the  not  attacking 
«  FortF(Wir#i  by  Sea,  at  the  fame  Time  that 
**  it  would  have  been  attacked  by  Land^ 
••  agreeable  to  the  firft  Defign^  which  cer- 
♦'  tainly  muft  have  been  of  the  greaceft  Utif 
**  lity  towards  carrying  your  Majefty's  In* 
*^  ftrudions  into  Execution  ;  It  was  at  firft 
•*  refolved  by  Sir  Edrjsard  Hawke  {Thierry^  the 
*•  Pilot  of  the  Magnanime^  having  .undertaken 

**  the  fafe  Conduft  of  a  Ship  to  Fort  Four  as 
**  for  that  Purpofe)  but  afterwards  laid  afide 

"  upn  the  RepfefentatiaH  of  Vke  -  Ainfiral 
^^  Knowles,  that  the  BarfleuTi  the  Ship  (ki^ 
**  figned  for  that  Service,  was  on  Ground  at 
*^  thQ  Diftaj?ce  of  between  Four  or  Five 
**  Miles  from  the  5hbrc,  but  as  neither  Sir 
**  Edward  Hawke^  nor  the  Pilot  could  attend 
*^  to  ^ve  any  Information  upon  that  Heiid, 
^.  we  cannot  prefume  to  oSst  a  certain  Opiir 
f*  nion  therei^n." 
• 
This  is  the  Firft  Article  of  the  Report^ 
i^t€h^  after  having  told  us,  p.  37,  that  k  is 
a  moft  adrtiirable  Piece,  calculated,  as  if  by 
Compromife>  neither  to  acquit  or  condemn^ 

you 
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you  tell  us,  p.  38.  IheWs  that  at  leaft  fo  far  the 

Commanders  are  in  no  Fault.  If  they  are  \n 
ho  Fault  are  they  not  acquired  ?  I  am  ready 
to  allow,  that  fo  far  as  this  Article  goes,  the 
Commanders  of  the  Lind  Foicesdre  acquitted  > 
but  if  you  will  argue  farther,  that  ail  the 
Commanders  who  were  to  conduft  the  Expe- 
dition were  in  no  Fault,  efpecially  if  you  iilfift 
as  you  do,  p.  38.  *'  that  it  appear?  plain,  that 
Fouras  was  inacceffible  to  Shipping,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Pilot  Thierry^  Promife,  which 
it  fliould  feem  he  could  not  make  good,  I 
totally  deny  your  Cdncluflon.'*  A  Child  in 
Argument  muft  fee  the  Fallacy  of  it.  If  the 
Fa<9:  was  clear  that  Fouras  was  inacceflible  to 
Shipping,  how  comes  it  to  pafs  that  the  not 
attacking  it  is  given  as  a  Caufe  of  the  Fail- 
ure of  the  Expedition.  Nopofitive  Opinion 
was  given  you  fay  upon  it*  Why  was  it  not, 
and  where  was  the  Neceffity  of  leaving  this 
Point  open  for  farther  Enquiry  after  the  Re-, 
turn  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  the  Pilot,  if 
it  already  appeared  to  be  a  Meafure  imprafti-' 
cable  ?  But  ImpraSicable  is  the  Word,  and 
every  Thing  is 'to  be,  from  Beginning  to  End, , 
pronounced  imprafticable.  I  fay  that  it  ap- 
pears to  be  far  from  certain,  t)ii2it  Fort  Fouras 
was  inacceflible  to  Shipping,  and  yet  the  Board 
of  ^Officers  did  right  to  give  nc3t  Opinion, 
bccaufe  Sir  Edivard  Hawke  and  Thierry^  Par* 

D  ties 
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tics  principally  concerned,  had  not  been  heard. 
1  will  enter  farther  into  the  Confideration  of 
this  Matter,  for  fonie  .  Conclufion  may  be 
drawn  from  it ;  it  is  a  Thing  fo  aftonifhing, 
diat  (as  you  fay)  a  SePfi  of  GentktneUfOf  un^ 
tainted  charaSetj  and  trujied  with  the  Arms  of 
tbeir  Country^  eould  be  fo  grbfsljf  wanting  to  its 
Honour  and  their  owt^  as  to  return  hack  with 
fo  bad  a  Grace^  that  it  behoves  us  to  throw  all 
the  Light  on  this  Tranfaftion,  which  any  Cir- 
cumftance  caa  produce,  even  though  the 
Land  Officers  arc  not  concerned  in  the 
Event.  But  whoever  is  to  blame,  the  Nation 
is  concerned  in  the  Event  5  for  that  bears,  the 
Eofs  and  the  Infamy  of  the  Mifcarriage.  ; 

It  appears  from  the  Evidence  of  Vice  Ad^ 
Knowlesj  Enq.  p.  44.  that  the  whole  Affair  of 
this  Attack  upon  Fouras  was  delegated  by  Sir 
Edward  Hawke  to  his  Infpedion,  and  that 
Sir  Edward  had  proceeded  fofar  in  the  Exe- 
cution of  the  Plan,,  as  to  diredt  his  Secretary 
to  begin  an  Order  to  lighten  the  Barfleur  for 
that  Purpofe.  But  this  was  laid  afide,  iapoa 
the,  Rfemonftrances  of  Capt.  Graves  and  Vice- 
Admiral  Knowlesr  that  the  Barfleur  was^ 
aground  at  between  Four' and.  Five  Miles  ♦ 
Diftance  from  the  Shore;,  that  then  Sir 
Edward  Hawke  ordered  him  to  try  to  c&xj 
the  Bomb  ketches  in,:  which  be  did,  and  run 

them 


I 


f   27   )^ 

tliem  a-ground  at  more  than' two  Miles  and 
Two  Thirds  of  a  Mile  DiAance  from  Fort 
Fouras,  where  they  were  Jikcly  to  have  been 
taken  by  Rbw-Boats  :  That  then  he  run  the 
Coventry  Frigate  a-ground  five  Times  within 
j  4he  Hour,    at  a  greater  Diftance  from  the 

Shore  than  the  Bomb -Ketch.  That  then  (and 
it  feems  not  till  xhcn)  bejent  bis  Mafter  tp 
founds  and  found  that  at  Two  Miles  Diftance 
from  the  Fort,  i^trt  was  but  fix  Foot  Water 
at  High  Water*.  AH  thefc  notable  Ex- 
ploits were  performed  by  Vice  -  Admiral 
Knowles^  the  fame,  who,  it  is  faid,  advifed 
Sir  Edward  Hcmke  not  eren  to  enter  the 
Road  of 'Bafquf  J  left  he  fhuuld  be  bombarded^ 
che  fame,  one '  has  formerly  heard  ai>d  read 
of  in  Courts-Martial ;    the  fame,  who  on  a 

late  P y  Enquiry,    had  the  Happinefs 

to  boaft  Cuch  peculiar  Prote£tion  and  Coun*- 
tenance  from  you.  Sir ;  the  fame,  who  (as 
{have  heard)  detained  the  Squadron  Two 
Days  in  Sight  of  the  Frencb  Coaft,  bccaufc 
he  had  fent  away  the  Pilot,  deftined  to  condud 
it  upon  a  Chace  after  a  French  Ship.  But  I 
will  not  recapitulate  his  Virtues  or  his  Merit, 
It  was  upon  the  Tlemonftrance  of  tbis  Vice* 
Admiral,  whofe  Station  in  Command  entitled 
him,  at  leaft,  to  fo  much  Confidence  from  his 

fuperior 

*  Quae.  How  iiigh  do  the  Tides  rife  in  the  Bay  •f  Bifcay,  when 
t^c  Water  at  the  Mouth^  of  the  River  Chareat  ^  but  iiz  Feet  at 
H>|hWat«f? 
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fuperior  Officer,  that  the  Refolution  to  attack 
Fort  Fouras  by  Sea  was  laid  afide.  Now,  then, 
let  me  relate  to  you  the  Reafons  which  induce 
.  xtit  to  believe,  that  notwithftanding  this  Re- 
port of  Vice- Adn^iral  Knowks^  •  Fort  Fouras 
was  acceffiblc  by  Sea,  tho'  the  Vice-Admiral 
had  not  the  gocjl  Fgriune  to  find  put  the 
Channel. 

In  the  firft  Place,  then,  tho'  I  have  by  nq  ' 
Means  that  high  Opinion  of  the  French  Wif- 
dorn  and  Ability  which  you  entertain,  and 
on  every  Occafion  extol  \o  highly  ;  yet  I  do 
iuppofe,  that  in  Matters  of  Dtlence,  they  dq 
condu6t  themfelves  on  Principles  fimilar  tq 
thofe  which  are  adopted  by ,  the  reft  of  Man- 
kind. I  do  fuppofe,  for  Inftance,  that  when 
they,  build  a  Fort,  it  i?  intended  either  to  de- 
fend or  offend.  Fcuras  was  weak  /  to  the 
Land ;  it  ftood.  at  the  Water's  Edge  to 
guard  the  Channel  -,  it  ftood  even  on  a  iBank 
which  ran  into  the  Water  j  ^nd  as  Col.  Wolfe^ 
who  feems  to  be  the  firfl  Officer  who  thought 
of  reconnoitering  it,  tells  us,  £»j.  p.  30,  It 
bad  24  Embrafures  to  the  Water-Side.  What 
was  the  Ule  pf  this  Fort  t  Was  it  to  guard  a 
Bank  of  Sand  ovfsr  which  fcarce  a  Thames 
Wherry  could  pafs .?  If  the  Guns  of  nq 
3hip  whatever  could  reach  the  Fort,  could 
the  Guns  of  the  Fort  reach  any  Ship  ?  A?- 
iGprding  tp  Mr.  Knowles^  there  \*as  no  Chan-r 

nel 
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nd  at  ail,   or  it  ky  out  of  Gunfliot  of  the 

Fort.     At  two  Miles  Diftance  the  Vice- Ad- 
mirars  Matter  found  but  fix  Feet  Water  at 
High -Water;    at  near  three  Miles  Diftanqe 
the  Bomb-Ketch,    which  drew  but    eleven' 
Foot  Water,    went  aground.    The  Coventry 
Frigate  did  the  fame  further  out  than  that, 
and  the  Barfleur  at  a  ftill  greater  Diftance. 
Now,  tho*  after  all  thi?  Delay,   and  Hazard 
to  the  Ships,    that  Admiral  thought  fit  to 
found,  and  try  the  Depth  of  the  Water  at  a  ' 
Diftance  from  the  Fort^    where  no  Cannon  cquJ^ 
reach  \     yet   it   is  aftonifliing  to  find  not  a 
fingle   Proof  attempted  to  be  given  of  the 
Depth  of  the  Water  near  the  Shore,    and 
within  Gun-fhot  of  the  Fort.     Is  it  impoffible 
then  that  the  Channel,  a  narrow  one, ,  might 
run  in  Shore  ?    Is  it  not  demonftrable  that  it ' 
did  fo,    both  from  the  Circumftance  of  the  ' 
Thing,  and  the  Evidence  of  thofe  who  knew.  * 
and  had  navigated  it  ?    What  fays  Bonneau^ 
the  Fifherman,  examined  by  peneral  Conway^ 
and  others,    Enq.  p.    53,    There  were  four 
Fathom  (24  Foot)  Water  at  half  Cannon- fhot 
from  Fort  Fouras^  a  Depth  fufficient  for  a  60 
Gun  Ship.     Now,  tho*  the  Land  Officers  did 
not  chufe  to  truft  to  the  Intelligence  of  a 
Filherman  for  the  State  of  the  Fortifications 
^t  Rochefort^  yet  it  feems  to  be  ^he  beft  Evi- 

'  dcnpc 
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d^nceas  to  the  Depth  of  the  Channel  that 
could  have  been  wiihed  There  was  the 
united  Teftimony  of  SI'hierry  and  Bomeau^ 
joined  to  the  Reafon  of  the  Thing,  that 
there  mull  be  a  Channel  within  Gun-fhot 
of  the  Fort,  though  the  Ships  mifled  the 
Entrance  of  it.  I  might  add,  that  tho' 
the  Vice- Admiral  could  not  condudb  a 
Ship  to  the  Fort,  there  were  Captains  in  the 
Fleet  who  it  feems  offered  it :  Capt.  Colby 
offered  to  carry  the  Princefs  Amelia.  Enq.  p. 
3p.  How  then  can  we  unriddle  this  Myftery, 
for  a  Myftery  there  certainly  is  ?  Perhaps 
it  is  eafier  to  gucfs  the  Solution  than  to  e3|^- 
plain  it. 

From  all,  thefe  Circumftances,  I  fay  it  is 
clear  that  Fouras  mull  be,  and  was  acceffible 
by  Sea  ;  That  the  Board  of  Officers  are  there- 
fore juftified  in  the  Report,  that  the  not  at- 
tacking it  by  Sea  appeared  to  be  one  of  the 
Caufes  of  the  Failure  of  the  Expedition.  I 
have  faid  this  merely  to  juftify  the  Report  of 
the  Board ;  for  the  Condudt  ot  the  General^ 
feems  to  me  fo  little  affefted  by  this  Article, 
and  indeed,  fo  totally  independant  of  it,  that 
'  from  this  Moment,  if  you  chufe  it,  I  will  fuppofc 
that  Fouras  was  built  only  to  guard  a  Sand- 
Bank, 
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Bank,  and  "that  it  was  inacceffiblc  to  every 
Thing  but  a  Long-Boac. 

The  next  Article  in  the  Report  is,  «  That 
«  another  Caufe  of  the  Failure  oi  the  fiapc- 
♦*  dition  was,  that  inftead  of  attempting  to 
•*  land  when  the  Report  was  received  on  the 
*«  24th  of  September  from  Rear- Admiral  Upo- 
**  derick^  and  the  Captains  who  had  been  fent 
**  out  to  found  and  reconnoitre,  a  Council 
*'  of  War  was  fummoned,  and  held  on. the 
«  25th,'  in '  which  it  was   urianimoufly   re- 
"  folved  not  to  land,  as  the  Atteoipt  upon 
**  Rocbfart  was  neither  advifcable  or  prafiica- 
**  able.    But*  it  does  not  appear  to  us*  that 
«^  there  were  then,  or  at  any  Time  afterwards^ 
•*  either  a  Body  of  Troops,  or  Batteries. on 
**  Shore,  fuffieient  to  have  prevented  the  at- 
•«  tempting  a  Defcent,  in  Purfuance  of  the 
«« Inftruftions    figned    by     Your    Majefty. 
^  Neither  does  it  appear  to  us,  that  there  were 
«c  tmy  fafikierit  Reafons  to  induce  the  Council 
<^  of  War  to  believe,  that  RocbfortvrzsibthT 
«*  changed  in  rcfped  to  its  Strength,  or  Pof- 
<*  ture  of  Defence  fince  the  Expedition  was 
«refolv«d  on  in  England^  as  to  prevent  all 
♦*  Attempts  of  an  Attack  upon  the  Pkce^ 
«  in-order  ^tt)  burn  and  deftroy  the  Docks, 
♦•Magazines,   Arfenals,   and  Shippi/)g,  19 

♦<  Obedience  ta  Your  Majefty^a  Command/* 

-       ■  -  1$ 
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.is  this,  Sif,  the  Part  of  the  Report,  ,^hfcff 
you  fay  is  {o  far  from  carrying  Cenlure,  that 
the  Commanders  (I   mean  the   Land  Com-* 

:  xhanders)  might  even  glory  in  avowing  and 
fubfcribing  to  it  ?  Is  this  the  Part  which  ybu 
fay  does  I^onour  to  their  Senfe  and  Obedience  ?  Let 
us  ftate  it  in  fewer  Words:  A  Caufe  of  Failure 
in  this  Expedition  was,  that  the  Generals,  ih- 
ftead  of  landing  on  the.  24th  of  September^ 
when  the  Report  of  thofe  fent  to  reconnohte 
was  made,  called  a  Council  of  War  on  the 
25th,  and  refolved  not  to  land.  Yet  thete 
was  no  Reafon  which  prevented  their  havijig 
landed  as  they  were  ordered*  Nor  do  Vtre 
think  the  ,  Council  of  War  had  ahy  Rea- 
fon to  imagine,  that  the  Situation  oiF  Roche- 
fort  appeared  now  fo  different  from  what  it 
was  reprefented  to  be  when  the  Elcpedition 
was  firft  fet  on  Foot,  as  to  make  it  impoffible 
to  execute  their  Orders. 

'  r 

\ 

If  this  is  Obedience,  if  this  is  Matter  of 
Glory  to  a  Soldier,  in  the  Name  of  Common 
Senfe,  what  is  Difobedience ;  and  what  can 
he  do  to  deferve  Shame  and  Diflionour  ?  Can 
it  be  aflerted  in  ftronger  Terms  that  the  Ex- 
pedition failed,  becaufe  the  Council  of  War, 
without  any  Reafon  to  juliifji  fuch  Refolution^ 
determined  it  to  be  impradticable  and  un^ 
adyifeable  to  execute  their  Ordersv    If  you 

fay 


(    33     ) 

fay  that  tJie  Determination  does  not  declare  in 

pofltive  and  exprefs  Terms,  that  the  Expedi- 
tion was  originally  prudent  and  advifeablc^ 
you  fay  true  :  Such  a  Declaration  would  have 
been  very  unbecoming  the  Board  of  Officers 
to  whofe  Confideration  that  Qiieftioji  was  by 
no  Means  referred.  They  were  to  confider 
whether  the  Officers  had  fufficient  Founda- 
tion to  juftify  the  Non-execution  of  their  Or- 
ders, and  they  make  the  proper  Anfwer  to 
fuch  a  Queftion,  that  from  what  appears  to 
them,  thofe  Officers  had  not  fuch  a  fufficient 
Foundation  as  could  juftify  them.  I  dare  fay 
they  fbok  Care  to  avoid  giving  their  Opini- 
ons on  more  than  was  referred  to  them  ;  •  in 
fd  doing  they  fliewcd  their  Capacity  and  their 
Knowledge  of  their  Duty.  And  yet,  not-^ 
withftanding  their  Care  to  avoid  it,  an  Ap- 
probation of  the  original  Plan  is  moft  ma- 
nifeftly  and  neceflarUy  implied^  in  this  Dcci- 
fion ;  for  if  Rocbefort  was  open  to  attack,  no 
One  doubts  but  it  was  wife  to  attempt  ir,  yet 
with  all  the  Changes  which  the  Generals  could 
provtt  to  have  been  made  in  its  Strength  and 
Pofture  of  Defence,  fince  the  Expedition  was 
firft  refolved  on,  it  did  not  appear  to  be  even 
now  in  fuch  a  State  as  to  prevent  all  Attempts 
^f  an  Attack.  Yet  no  fuch  Attempts  were 
made. 

But  you  fcem  to  be  fo  intent  on  condemn- 

E  ing 
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ing  the  original  Plan,  that>  like  the  Council  cxf 
War,  you  forget  the  Point  which  ought  to  be 
under  Confideration  :  Suppofe  the  Plan  to  be  as 
wild  as  you  reprefent  it?  Are  the  Officers  juf- 
tifiable  in  their  Difobedience  of  Orders  ?  By 
no  means.  The  firft  Duty  of  a  Soldier  is  Obe- 
dience :  Obedience  not  only  to  the  Command 
of  a  fuperior  Officer,  but  to  the  State  which  em- 
ploys him :  Kis  Life  is  not  his  own,  it  bcr 
longs  to  the  State.  Such  are  the  very  Terms 
of  his  Service ;  fuch  the  Conditions  on 
which  he  is  maintained  by  the  Publick.  If 
he  is  ordered  to  an  Attack,  he  is  not  to  afk 
whether  he  can  get  back,  and  yet  he  is  to 
take  the  beft  Precautions  to  enable  him  to  get 
back.  It  is  as  much  a  Part  of  his  Duty  to 
preferve,  as  to  expofe  himfelf,*  provided  he 
performs  his  Orders.  But  is  a  private  Officer, 
or  a  CoUeftion  of  Officers  in  Council  (for  the 
Number  does  not  alter  their  Condition)  to 
fay,  My  Orders  are  ridiculous,  and  I.  will  not 
execute  them  I  Who  conftituted  them  Coun- 
fellors  of  State,  and  fubmitted  the  Propriety 
of  their  Orders  to  their  Decifion? ... 

This  is  and  muft  be  the  Cafe  where  Orders 
are  exprefs  and  pofitive.  Where  indeed  dif- 
cretionary  Orders  are  given,  there  arifcs  a 
Latitude  and  Power  of  judging.  Such  was 
undoubtedly  the  pTefcnt  Cafe.    The  Generals 

had 
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had  difcretionary  Orders,  but  what  was  thfi 
Point  to  be  the  Subjeft  of  their  Difcretion  ? 
Was  it  whether  their  original  Orders  were  fit 
to  be  executed ,  fuppofing  the  Cafe  to  be  aa 
reprefented  when  the  Orders  were  given  ? 
Undoubtedly  not.  It  had  been  before  de- 
termined by  the  King,  that  is  by  the  State, 
that  on  the  apparent  Condition  of  Rocbefort  it 
ought  to  be  attacked.  They  were  therefore 
to  ufe  their  utmoft  Efforts  to  land  and  attack 
it.  But  it  was  left  to  their  Difcretion  to  de- 
fift,  if  they  found  iy  undoubted  Proofs  that 
the  Cafe,  as  U  exifted^  was  become  materially 
changed  from  what  had  been  reprefented. 
That  alone  was  the  Objeft  of  their  Difcre- 
tion, and  therefore  the  Board  of  Officers 
concluded  like  Men,  knowing  the  Duty  of 
Soldiers,  that  thofe  who  conftituted  the 
Council  of  War  had  failed  m  theirs,  for  they 
defifted  from  the  Enterprife  without  fuch  a 
material  Change  of  Circumftances  appearing- 
'  I  do  not  indeed  wonder,  that  on  this  Occa- 
fion  you  fliould  have  been  led  into  an  Error* 
You  are  fo  much  connefted  with  Soldiers  ac- 
cuftomed  to  afTume  the  Offices  of  Statefmen, 
that  you  have  been  naturally  led  to  confound 
their  Duty. 

Let  us  examine  then  on  -what  Foundation 
the  Board  of  Enquiry  have  grounded  this  fe- 

E  %  vere 
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ycre  Ccnfure.  If  Fouras  could  bare  bceii  atr* 
tacked  by  Sea,  undoubtedly  one  or  more  of 
the  Sea  Commanders  failed  in  their  Duty. 
But  does  it  follow,  that  becaufe  the  Sea  Ofit- 
pers  were  guilty  of  a  Failure,  the  Land  Offi- 
cers were  juftified  in  their  immediate  Refalu- 
tion  to  go  Honic  ^gain  ?  Undoubtedly  not. 
Was  Fouras  fo  abfolutejy  neccflary,  that  with- 
out an  Attack  upop  it  from  the  Sea,  it  was 
impoffible  to  land,  and  did  it,  upon  full  En- 
quiry y  appear  imprafticable  to  take  it  by  Land 
without  the  Affiftance  of  Sea  Operations? 
Neither  of  thefe  Juftifications  can  the  Coun* 
cil  of  War  boaft.  The  Admirals  and  Captains 
report  Two  fit  landing  Places  indepcndant  of 
Fouras.  En^..  p.  15,  And  as  to  the  taking 
that  Fort  by  Land  without  a  Sea  Operation, . 
it  does  not  appear  fo  much  as  to  have  entered 
into  the  Heads  of  any  of  the  Gounpil^  even  to 
order  it  to  be  reconnoitred  with  a  View  of 
taking  ir,  and  making  it  a  Place  of  Retreat, 
tho'  all  the  Generals  concur  that  the  principal 
Objedion  to  the  Attack  at;  Rochejori  was  the 
Want  of  a  Place  of  Retreat  \  and  Sir  John 
Mor daunt  declares,  ^n^.  p.  28.  That  had 
Fort  Fcuras  been  taken,  there  would  have  been 
great  Eafe  in  the  Reft  of  the  Enterprife ;  furely 
then  it  was  the  higheft  Imputation  on  the 
Council  of  War,  never  to  have  confijdercd 
tlxis  Point,  ////  aft^r  they  had  determined  to  lay  j 

afide 
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j^e  the  only  Medure  whicH  oiiade  tte  For( 
worth  attacking. 

But,  to  go  Step  by  Step,  let  u^xonfider  the 
Pifficulties  which  prevented  the  Attempt  to 
land.     Sir  Edward  Haivke^  in  his  Letter  to 

Mr.  P/V/,    Enq^.  p.  loi,  lays,  He^  and  every 

one  elfe^   were  of  Opinion^    the  Landing  might 

pe  effected.     The  Admiral,  and  reconnoitering 

Captains,  report,  Ewi.  p.  102.  Two  conve- 
nient Landing-Places,  where  the  Tranfports 
might  come  within  a  Mile  and  a  Half  of  the 
iShore,    and  where  no  Batteries  on  tne  Shore 

could  annoy  the  Landing.*  Admiral  Broderick 

fays,  Enq.  p.  45,  that  the  Landing  was  fo  good 
?^  that  he  could  have  got  out  of  the  Boats  with- 
w*«  wetting  his  Shoes."  That  no  Shot  from 
any  Battery  /ould  reach  the  Boats.  That. 
Men  of  War  could  .come  within  two  Miles^ 
That  the  Sand-Hills  were  forty  Yards  diftant 

from  High-Water-Mark.  That  the  Bomb- 
Ketches,  if  they  could  come  near  enough, 
might  have  been  ufeful  to  annoy  any  Troops 
hid  behind  the  Sand-Hills,  and  p.  44.  Admt-  . 
ral  Knowles  fays,  a  Bomb,  at  an  Elevation  of 
45  Degrees,  will  go  2  Miles  and  two  Thirds.** 
This  Account  of  the   Landing-places  in 

Chatelaillion  Bay,  is  nut  controverted  by  the 

General 

*  I  have  heard  that  an  Order  was  adtually 
^gned  by  Sir  £.  Hawke^  to  run  the  Tranfports 
!pn  Ground  clofe  under  the  Shore  at  High- 
yiditr^  in  cafe  the  Generals  would  have  landed. 
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General  in  Chief,  or  any  of  the  reft  of  the  ' 
Council  of  War.  But  the  Objeftions  they 
raife  are  of  two  Sorts.  "  Numbers  of  Trobps 
hid  behind  the  Sand-hills,  which  might  cut  off 
the  Parties  as  faft  as  they  landed :  A  Difficulty 
of  getting  back  again  to  the 'Ships  even  when 
landed,  as  it  was  clear  from  the  Evidence  of 
difcreet  and  experienced  Pilots,  that  if  the 
Wind  blew  wefterly  from  the  Bay,  as  there 
was  great  Reafpn  to  exped  it  would  af  that 
Seafon,  Boats  could  not  come  or  go  to  the 
Ships  even  for  many  Weeks  together/*  A3  to 
the  Troops  hid  behind  thq  Sand-hills,  let  us 
fee  what  Evidence  there  was  of  gny  Numbers  . 
colleded  for  luch  a  Purpofe. 

In  the  firfl:  Place  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  in- 
fjft^.  that  it  became  the  Generals  to  give  Cre* 
dit  to  the  Intelligence  which  they  received 
from  the  Government,  and  upon  which  the 
Plan  of  the  Expedition  w^s  undertaken,  till 
they  had  fufficient  Authority  Hther  from  vubat 
they  faw\  ox  frpm  credible  andpqfiHve  Informa: 
Hon  to  doubt  or  difbelieve  the  Truth  of  it. 
Such  Fa6ls  ^nd  Intelligence  as  they  could 
obtain,  they  were  to  believe  in  .  Proportion 
to  the  Credibility  of  it,  but  they  were  not 
in  Contradidion  to  the  pofitive  Intelligence 
communicated  to  them  by  the  Govern- 
vi\tnt  to  a<5t  •  upon  their  .  own  Reafoning^  as  . 
Oeneral  Conway  tells  you  he  did,    £«j.  p.  36, 

that 
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that  tho*  he  knew  of  no  confiderabk  Array  in  the 
Field,  yet  he  vidi^  perjuaded  there  mujl  be  a 
confiderable  Number  of  Men  in  Rochfart. 
The  pofitive  Intelligence  communicated  by 
the  Government  informed  them,  that  theijc 
were  in  Fa6t  but  10,000  regular  Troops  to 
guard  a  moft  immeqfe  Trail  of  Coaft,  fiir- 
nifhed  with  Forts  and  Fortifications,  in  each 
of  which  there  muft  have  been  fome  propor^ 
tion  of  regular  Troops.  A  great  Number  of 
thefe  were  doubtlefs  at  'Br eft.  Sir  J.  Mor-. 
daunt  in  his  Defence,  Eng.  p.  13,  i^.  fays 
he  had  Intelligence  of  above  7000  there. 
And  his  Reafoning  goes  no  farther  than  to 
fay,  Ew[.  p.  1 7,  ThSt  what  feemed  Certain 
on  the  whole  was,  that  tho*  it  was  Poffible  ^ 
there  might  be  no  Army  aflcmbled  to  engage 
them  in  the  Field,  it  was  highly  Improbable 
there  was  not  a  good  Carrifon  in  Rocbfort. 
Allow  for  the  prefent  that  there  was  i  would 
the  Governor  of  it  have  dcferted  his  Works 
and  marched  into  the  open  Field  with  a  Com- 
plement of  Troops  amounting  only  to  a  good 
Garrifon.  Troops  were  to  be  left  within  the 
Walls  J  there  muft  be  more  in  Fort  la  Pointe^ 
inore  in  Fort  FouraSj  and  fo  exte'nfivp  were ' 
the  Works  at  Rocbefort  and  Rochille^  and  the 
Forts  dependent  on  them,  all  of  which  were 
liable  to  be  attacked,  that  if  the*  whole  10,000 
Men,  which  guarded  fuch  a  length  of  Coaft, 

had 
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iad  been  aliertibled  in  thoft  two  Plafces,  it 
Ivould  have  been  impoffiblfe  to  have  Jpared 
fuch  a  Number  as  could  hav6  marched  to  the 
Coaft  to  give  a  ferious  Oppofition  to  the 
Landing.  As  to  the  pofitive  Intelligence  of 
Troops  aftembled^  let  us  fee  what  it  amounts 
to.  Admiral  Brdderick  faw  an  Army  in  the 
Fields  Eu^i  p.  45,  amounting  to  400  or  ^od 
Foot  and  1 50  Horfe,  General  Conway  fays, 
Enq^.  p.  36,  that  one  Prifoner  had  faid  ther« 
were  eleven  Battalions,  and  another  feven, 
but  not  in  the  Field  but  at  Rocbelk\  and  tho' 
he  paid  little  Regard  to  them  fingjy,  yet  oni 
the  whole,  he  thought  ,there  was  no  room  to 
doubt  but  there  vfcrtfome  Troop -^  Eriq.  p.  31. 
Captain  Skinner^  of  the  Fijper  $loop,  told 
Colonel  Howard  ihsit  on  Sunday  or  Monday  ht 
faw  a  confiderable  Numbfcr,  of  Troops^  anci 
that  he  reckoned  eight  or  nine  Pair  of  Co- 
lours*. But  whether  they  were  regular. 
Troops,  or  Troops  of  the  Country,  he  could 
not  tell.  -  Enq.  p.  32.  And  1  think  Sir  J^*. 
Mordaunt  fays,  that  the  Prifoners  declared 
there  were  Troops,  and  even  named  Re-^ 
giments.    Enq.  p.  17. 

What 


*  There  are  three  Standards  to  each  Batta- 
lion;, and  a  French  Battalion  is  generally  corti- 
puted  at  500  Men. 
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What  is  there  in  this  Sum  Total  of  fivn 
dence  on  this  Pointy  to  vary  the  Intelligence 
given  to  the  Generals  before  they  failed.  They 
were  told  there  ^txtfome  Troops^  Regimen^^ 
and  even  Battalions  \  but  what  credible  Evi- 
dence was  there  to  induce  them  to  fuppofe 
tiiey  were  too  numerous  for  the  Troops  on 
tx)ard  the  Fleet  to  cope  with  ? 

But  how  could  our  Troops  hav«  been 
landed  ?  In  the  firft  Place  Amiral  Knowles^ 
in  Concurrence  with  the  Admiral  and  Cap- 
tains who  went  to  reconnoitre,  '<  had  ajjurcd 
■*  ibem  tbete  wete  two  Landing- Plaees  out  of 
the  Reach  of  anf  Baitery  i  That  the  Beach 
was  dry,  faqdy^  and  firm,  and  the  Soldier 
^^  need  not  have  wetted  his  Shoes  in  getting 
**  out  of  the  Boat  j  that  the  Men  of  War, 
**  [which  drew  from  20  to  30  Foot  Water] 
^^  itiight  have  come  within  two  Miles ;  and 
**  cho'  the  Cannon  from  them  could  not  an-^ 
*'  noy.  the  Troops,  if  there  were  any  behind* 
«*  the  Sand-Hills,  yet  the  fiomb-Ketches 
**  might,  which  throw  a  Bomb  two  Miles  and 
*'  two  Thirds  5  and  which,  as  they  drew  but 
•*  eleven  Feet  Water,  might  have  come  (pro- 
**  hably)  as  near  as  the  Tranfpprts."  So  that 
die  Men  might  have  landed  under  Cover  of 
the  Bombsi  which,  as  the  Sand-Hills  were 
but  Forty  Tarda  from  the  Water  Edge,  muft 

F       ~  have 
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*avc  dfearcd    the  Ground  for  conlK&raSry' 
more  than  a  Mile  beyond  the  Sand-Hills. 

•  As  to  the  Number  o£  Troops  that  couldf 
Have  landed  ^t  a  Time,   h  feems  aftonilhing 
that  this  fliould  never  have  been  confideredby 
the  Generals,    I  may  fay,  till  they  wantedwafv 
Excufe  to  come  home  again.     For  Col.  Wdfe 
depofes,  jE»j.  p.  21.    That  he  believes  there 
riever  was^  an  fexaft  Cakulation  made  how 
iliany  could  have  embarked  at  a  Tithe  in  tbr 
Foats :    What  a  noble  Forefight  in^  the  Ge^ 
nerals !    He  thinks,  however,  that  thirty- Hit 
Companies  of  60  Men^   witb  their  Of&xrs^' 
might  iiaye^mbarked  at  a  Time ;  in  alLabave 
Two  Thoufand  and  Two  Hundred..  And^bow 
long  would' it  have  bem  before  thefe  could' 
ha'^e  been  Fupported*  by  fuch  ainothep  Body  V 
Would  it  have  been  two  Hours?  that,  cer- 
tainly,   is  the  vcuy  utmoflr.      But  porhapfiT 
not  Half  an  Hour.    Hitherto,    indeed,    tbft' 
Generals^   and  their  Advocates,   have  Been 
pleafed  to  calculate  the  inteitoediate  neceflary* 
Time  between  landing  the  Detachments^  froni' 
what  would  have,  happened  on  <  the  turbulent 
apd  tcmpeftous  Night* of  the  28th,    wheft^ 
tfi'e  Tranfports  lay  at  a  great  Diffance  froni* 
flie  ^hore,  and  when  the  Sea  run  lb  peculiariy. 
ht^h,  that  the  abieftSeaineh  diflfer'd  whether  they- 

coiila'reachthe^and  or  iTOti£ven  thenit  weul* 

have 
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Smre  t>ex*ii  dofie  in  five  or  fix 'Hours,   or  mc 
«t  all.     It  is  moft  CYtdent,  therefore,  that  in 
the  Courfe  of  a  Night,    between  dark  and 

light,  the  whole  Body  of  Troops  on  board 
(the  Fleet  might  have  been  aflembied  on  a  dry» 
jfandy,  firm  Qeech,  under  the  Fjx)tedlion  ct 
fiomb-Ketches,  which  would  have  cleared  the 
Ground  for  a  Mfle  beyond  them  :  Why  then 
was  not  this  done  in  the  Nights  either  of  the 
24th,  S5th,  26th,  or  ^7th,  during  which 
Time  there  is  no  Appearance  that  the  Surf  of 
the  Sea  would  have  ^ven  any  ObftruiSbion. 

I  may  ht  miftaken  in  Terms ;  I  am  neither 
Soldier  nor  Sailor  ;  i  pretend  only  to  fuc^ 
l^nowledge  as  flows  from  common  Seole  an4 
•common  Reafon. 

As  to  the  gr^at  DiHiculties  arifing  from  the 
FvJfiMity  of  a  Wind  fetting  in  from  the  Bay^ 
which  for  fix  Weeks  together  might  prevent 
^  Gotnmunication  with  the  Ships,  I  muft  be 
exculed  if  I  lay  Ktdt  Strefs  upon  it;  becatife, 
Cho'  this  is  iet  forth  with  all  due  Magnificence 
when  it  is^to  juftify  the  Generals  in  the  Non^- 
'  Obedience  of  ttidr  Orders,  and  when  they 
did '  ftot  chafe  to  land ;  yet  neither  this,  nor 
the  Terror  of  Armies  behind  the  Sand-Hills, 
had  fbr  lead  IhHuence,  when  they  found 
tfaenifehre^  dUfpofed  to  leave  the  Coaft  with 
tte  Ol^n'y  oiF  hafHng'takeh  Edrt  Ftmra^^  thof 
H^  D^fficvlt^es  weirc  {heo  greater  thro'  the 

t^empefluoi4a 
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tempeftuous  Weather.  '  You  do  well  to  fay, 
that  in  this  the  Generals  did  too  much,  and  it 
was  an  Imprudence.  They  did  indeed.  They  did 
infinitely  too  little  for  their  Country,  but  they 
did  infinitely  too  much  for  their  own  Juftifi- 
ficattorv.  When  their  Duty,  the  Execution 
of  their  Orders,  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of 
their  Country,  call  upon  them  to  aft.  Diffi- 
culties are  raifed  as  high  as  Mountains,  but 
they  fink  inftantly  to  Mole-Hills ;  or,^  what  is 
as  ridiculous,  to  Sand-Hills,  the  Moment  it 
becomes  a  Confideration,  whether  it  would 
pot  be  fater  for  the  Generals  to  do  fomething 
which  might  allay  the  national  ClamoUr 
9gainft  them» 

Let  lis  now  confider  how  far  they  are  jufti^ 
lied,  by  what  they  found,  in  determining,  in 
Contradidtion  to  what  they  were  ordered,  that 
an  Attack  upon  Rocbrfori  was  not  to  be  at« 
tempted.  In  the  firfi:  Place,  I  ihall  take  Leave 
to  ftrip  them  of  that  Pirt  of  their  Defence^ 
which  arifcs  totally  fronl  their  owa  Mifcon* 
duft,  the  Want  of  having  \a  Place,  of  Re-, 
treat-  Wlien  we  are  to  fudge  from  Events  of 
the,  Bra6l!cability '  of  a  Meafure^ .  wc  arc  to 
;trgue  from  the  Cafe,  as  it  wpuld  have  ficK>d» 
if  all  had  been  done  which  could  have  beea 
l|pi^  f^$gm  might:  have^  been  \M  for  a.Place 
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of  Retreat;  and  it  is  but  ^n  unfortunate  Slip 
in  the  General,  who  owns,  Enq.  p.  28.  That 
had  Fort  Fouras  been  taken,  there  wwld  have 
been  great  Eafe  in  the  refi  qf  the  Enterprife  5  J 
fliall  take  the  t-.iberty,  therefore,  to  confider 
the  Army  as  landed,  and  the  Stores,  fef^.  fc* 
cured  within  the  Walls  of  that  Fort, 

» 

I  fhall  likewife  take  Leave  to  ftrip  them  of 
diat  Part  of  their  Defence,  which  arifcs  from 
( I  think,'  a  Sort  of  Prevarication,  but  certain* 
lyj  a  Mifreprefentation  of  the  Words  of  their 
Inftru£lions.  They  are  eternally  telling  us 
of  the  great  Change  between  the  State  of 
Affairs  in  which  they  were  to  a£b,  and  the 
State  in  which  they  were  fent  out,  arifing 
from  Delays  of  various  Kinds,  by  which  ah 
Alarm  was  fpread,  and  the  Pofllbility  of  z 
Surprife^zs  prevented,  and  they  were  to  aft 
only  by  Way  of  Surprife.  Who  told  dicm 
fo?  Tteir  Infl:ru£tions,  lam  fure,  held  no 
fuck  Language.  To  attack^  and  by  a  vigcreus 
Impreffm^  Force^  Enq.  p.  ,78,  Thcfe  were 
thelnflnifHons,  If  I  ordpr  a  Man  to  force 
into  a  Place,  does  it  imply,  that  if  he  ^n't 
fteal  Into  it,  he  need  not  attempt  it  I  He  may 
try  that  Method  firil,  if  he  plcafcs.  It  is  fefek" 
fpr  hithfel! ;  but  if  he  can't  do  that,  is  lib  to 
decline  cvfery  other  Attempt  ?  W^iere,  thcnT 
j^  the  FpFice  which  he  is  to  ufcf 

If 
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If  the  Inftruftions,  therefore,  convey  no 
jfuch  Ideas  as  confine  the  Operations  of  th^ 
Troops  to  a  Surprife  only,  is  there  any  Thing 
Jn  the  Hints  oi  Advice  given  by  Sir  Jobn 
tigonkr^  whofe  Opinion,  founded  on  fuch 
confummate  Experience,  i^e  General  in  Chief 
thought  would  be  a  Juflification  to  any  Of^ 
ficer.  Read  the  Paper  as  it  flands  together^ 
Enq^.  p.  2Qth,  2 1  ft,  2  2d.  He  fays,  indeed, 
that  it  would  perhaps  be  befti  if  the  Enemy 
could  b^  furprifed  ^  but  4?  boldAttack^  after  ha'Q^ 

it^fecure4  a  Place  pf  Retreat j  fecured  Guides  on 
ihe  Spot^  and  thoroughly  reccmoitredy  dndfixei 
iiifon  thefittefi  Pluces^  is  what  is  recommend*, 
cd  and  enlarged  upon.  Bpt  the  Generals,  it 
fecms,  did  hot  fecure  the  Place  of  Retreat 
becaufe  they  would  not  attaick ;  and  they  did 
not  attack,  becaufe  they  had  not  fecured  a 
Place  of  Retreat,  As  t9  the  other  Meafare$ 
advifed,  the  getting  Guides  on  the  Spot,  re- 
iqonnoitring,  and  trying  to  find  out  fit  Platef 
to  attack,  all  thefe  diey  omitted,  for  they 
liever  were  on  the  Spot.  Of  all  the  Hints^ 
therefore,  given  by  that  confummate  Gene. 

i^,  Sir  J6bn  Ugmer^  not  one  was  carriecl' 
intaExecutioQ^ 

4 

hd  to  the  Sute  of  the  French  Troop* 
which  .were  at  jR^i'^/,  I  have  already  con- 
fidered  that  Pwit^  and  therefore  need  ad4 

little 
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Iktle  to  it  now*  The  utmoft  which  the  6e^. 
nerals  pretend  to  have  imagined,  amounts  tor 
na  more  than  this  :  Sir  Jobn  Mardamt  fup* 
poleS)  p.  27,  that  there  muft  have  been  a 
good  Garrifon^  befides^  Workmen  in  the 
Docks,  and  the  Crews  of  the  Ships  in  the 
Riven  General  Conway ^  p.  39,  firom  general 
Reafoningj  and  from  Intelligence,  was  fer^ 
fuaded  th^ere  muft  be  a  confiderable  Number 
oi  Men  in  Rocbefort:  And  General  Com-- 
fvallis  dioe$  not  fo  much  as  mention  any  Dif- 
ficulty to  be  feared  from  the  Enemies  Troops; 
but  .puts  the  whole  on  that  of  Landing,  and 
die  having  no.  Retreat  or  Communicarion 
with  the  Ships  fecurcd.  Thus,  then,  the 
Terrors,  which  you  in  your  Performance  eth 
4eavpured  to  magnify,  of  the  great  Oppofirioa 
to.  be  expelled  from  the  Enemies  Troops  not 
Qn)y  vaniih,  but  it  appears,  that  th?  Generals 
diemlelv^  never  adopted  thole  Tierrors,  for 
they  lia4  ,nq  credible  Intelligence  contradid- 
iii|g  tl^e  Accounts  received  at  home :  and  one 
fjtippofes  only  a  gpod  Garrifon^  and  the  other  4f. 
m0derAtlf  Numher^  of  Men  in  Rocbefort. 

Being  Mailers  then  of  FouraSp  and  no  86-^ 
dy  of  Troops  in  the  Field  to  oppo(e 
them.^.  tl^y  cpvld  at  leaft  have  marched  to  re? 
connqitre,  andinfped,  wth  tbeir  &iim  Eyes^ 

the  N^cure  of  the  Fortifications  at)oot  iio^^- 
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pf^t.    Arid  this  they  might  have  done  witfej 

out  Danger  to  their  Troops,  and  without  th€ 
Lofs  of  a  fingk  Soldier.  Had  they  foundf 
by  their  own  Obfervatibn,  and  by  incontro- 
-  vertible  Teftimonyj  that  the  Fordfications  of 
the  Place  fo  far  and  fo  totally  varied,  from  thci 
Accounts  given  of  them,  as  to  make  t^e  JJuc^ 
cefs,  by  AlTauIt.  impoffible,  of,  in  a  very 
high  Degree,  improbable ;  then,  arid  not  till 
then^  would  they  have  been  jullified  in  return* 
ing  to  their  Ships ;  for  theri  they  would  hav^ 
performed  their  Orders  j  They  ivoutd  have  at*' 
tempted  as  far  as  was  found  praSiicahle.  ButPiJ- 
fterity  will  hardly  believe  that  thfee  EngUfh  Gc-* 
nerals,  of  noble  Blood,  high  in  their  Matter's; 
Favour,  and  high  in  Reputation,  who  weres 
lent  with  a  powerful  Armada,  and  a  Body 
of  near  10,000  Britijh  Troop?  under  theif 
Command,  upon  an  Enterprize  of  the  great- 
eft  Importance  to  their  Country,  and  upon 
which  the  Eyes,  not  only  of  their  Countrjr- 
ihen,  but  bII  Europe  J  were  turned  with  eager  Ex- 
fedation,  could  confent  to  come  back  again< 
cVen  without  an  Attempt  to  reconnoitre^  leaving 
behind  them,  if  not  their  own  Honour,  yet 
certainly  the  Honour  of  their  Country  ;  bc- 
caufe,  in  a  Council  of  War  held  aboard  theif 
ShipSy  their  appeared  a  Contrariety  of  Evt-^ 
dence,  whether  the  Ditch  about  the  Town  t>( 
Rocbefort^    which  was  fuppofed  at  their  firft 
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letting  out  to  be  dry,  was,  in  Reality,  a  dry 
or  a  wet  Ditch :  Yet,  Party  and  Prejudice  a- 
parr,  is  not  this  a  true  State  <if  the  Cale  ? 
Suppofing  the  Troops  in  Pol&fllon  of  Fouras 
wMch  they  might  fo  eafily  have  been,  wha^ 
ether  Difficulty  do  the  Generals  pretend  to 
fuggeft,  befides  the  wet  Ditcii. 

I  have  fcarce  Patience  enough  to  argue 
with,  them  upon  the  Probability  of  this  Point, 
one  way  or  the  other  \  yet,  as  I  have  under- 
taken an  irkfome  Tafk,  I  will  go  through 
with  it.  Str  John  Mfrdaxnt^  in  lus  Narrative 
delivered  into  the  Board,  is  very  fliorc,  and 
not  very  particular  in  the  Account  of  what  he 
had  heard -was  the  State  of  the  Fortifications. 

The  firft  Part  relates  to  the  open  Part  of  the. 
SCcton^  where  there /uuis  Eaw^art  for  Jixty  Tards 
m  L/^igtb  \  this  Sir  Johnfuppofcs  mu0  have  been, 
fortified  with: an  Intrenchment,  as  by  Thierrf% 
Account,  there  was  a  Palifade,  and  a  Trench 
sught  be  thrown  up. in  24  Hour's  Time,  to 
iii:hich  the jShips  Jn  .the  River  would  be  better 
Flankers  than  a  Baftion.    But  did  3ir  John, 
go  to  Rochefort^  in  order  to  hear  this  Evidence 
timci  Tlderry^  and  to  ^xgmine  his  Plans  ?  Sure-^ 
]y  he  might  have  dooe  that  at  home.    Yet  he 
dbes  not  fuggeit  one  ^yll^ble  of  new  Intelli- 
g^ce  gained  on  this  Head  fince  his  Arrival 
#0  tfaeCoaft  \   but  fpeaks  only  of  his  own 

G  ■       Sup- 
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Supp^ifttiomr  iK  which,  howevcf ,  he  was  ajifji 
taken.  The  reft  of  the  Circumference  pf  chd 
Town  wa3  g$n^ally  proved,  he  fays,  (but  ^ 
does  oot  2tppear  by  who£n).tQ  be  ftrong  an4 
hi|^h  i  bu^  1  (hould  have,  been  ^ad  to  hav0 
ifen  the  Depofitions  of  thofe  Witnefles  whc^ 
proved  this  \  becaufej .  wfecp  they  fpoke  of 
the  general  Parts  being  ftrong  and  high,  it  is 
natural  4^  fUi^pofe  they  vs^re  aiH^  foin^  few 
Queftions^ita  th<>k  fii^ficulfr  Farts  whic]^ 
were  not  ftrong  and  hfgh  \  yet  I  am  not  f^re^ 
t;hcy  .were,  aflcert  fi|ch  Qyeftiqns  j  and  therefor^; 
J  cannot  bitt  ]^g4ip  l^rDem  the  total  Supreijion 
frf  the  £yi^j^f  giyen  tp  the  CDMncil  pf  War»> 

As  to  the  State  of  ihct  Ditch,  f^o  Wit-r. 
mAes  declared  they  had  feen  it  fuil  of  Water^* 
by  Means  of  Sluicffs  in  the  TD?ra.  Wheii* 
Sir  Jobn  h  interrogated  Qn  tb&&  P<Mlt9»  byc: 
th^  JSoard,  he  fay$,  that  there  \iras  a  Coatrs^ 
didion  in  the  Evidence  gimea  ta  ^he  Ciutioc]^ 
fc^  War ;  and  that  ibme  (4  th|i  Pri&nevs  cw^' 
tradi<iled^  and  fome  fonfiriped  C6\.  €l&rM% 
Act^iinnt.    -  '        


As  to  i\A  drft  Pare^«i«  F^miUcadan,  (| 
ifiean  the  ppef>  Pa#ts  hMT'the  Miir^r)  it  ap^ 

pears,    from  thence,  him  imJA%  th^  General^ 
Vrepe  out  in  their  Reafooing;  thfttthtloiig 
Alarm  upon  ti».Caa&;^.  t^  partieolar  Eisiii^ . 
.  *  I.'  pedtatioxi 
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^eftation  of  a  yifit  in  thofe  Parts  i  the  Pri^ 
ieoce  of  a  Marefchril  of  France^  and  the 
ffcsAi  Alcnnefs,  Wifdom^  and  Sagacity  of  the 
Pwple,  had  put  every  Thing  into  fuch  a 
J^ftwe  of  Defence  aS  might  defy  an  Attack. 
Ic  appears  hovr  much  better  that  Officer  rea^ 
JRmed,  i^fhafald^  Wi  Jbwld  itever  fake  Ufirtr 
ff  anted  ik^i  aU  is  \dom  which  ought  to  be  d$ne^ 
ftuen  in  France;  Btmneau^  the  Fifhcrmto,  re»^ 
iCommended  to  Col.  CUrke^  a^  a  knowings 
Sstiible  Fdk^w^  by  Capt.  Hamilton^ .  General 
Gmwt^^ii  Aid  de  Camp,  aflured  iiioi,  in  the 
iVefenoe  of  CaL'  H^olfe^  and  feveral  other 
I'afo^y  .that  i^on  the  %iik  of  that  very 
^imlli)  whmcmrFiltct.wasontheCoafl,  that 
:V<^y  3pot  oefnaiftfed  a^opcni  :and  as  unfqrtir 
Bff^j  3$  it  walwheii  Coi  CJerbt6x^  faw  it  in 
4heltef(r  1754.  Enq*  p;  5a.  But  this^  the' 
ttpQ$psAxo  t^e  Getier^9  ht  would  not  believe ) 
J^e  would  opt .  bej^  ve  a  Fi^rman  in  the .  Af- 
fair of  a  Fort^iq^tioo^  becayfe  he  was  not  att 
Engineer  \  and  yet  he  would  not  believe  the 
J^ogineer  of  the '  Foct  of  jUx^,  who  faid  the 
pitch  1K^  dry,*  ^and  the  Tow;n  open»  becaufe 
i)€i  «waa  .ail  EagjlMeh  ... 
:  .  U  £nems  to:  mx,  w.  lie  one  of  the  nioft  un^ 
-ht^py  ^€fiii6na.feir,thii  Country^  that  the 
.  Ef&th'^  have  gained ;  futh  an  Afcendeocy  ov^r 
»t^ . JMia^b  oroor  miUtary  People^  as  i0  he 
<fBOBfi40t6dcliy  thrai  in  the  Light:  of.  ijaperipr 
.       .  .  G  21  Beings^ 
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Beings,  to  which  our  lefler  Geniuf^s  dare  ndt 
prefumc  to  look  up.  "  After  the  feveral  In- 
telligences we  had  received,  fays  the  Ge*- 
neral,.  Enj.  p.  14.  that  the  Fr^»j?i&  expe6ted 
an  Invafion  on  this  Part  of  the  Coaft, 
and  were  not  alarmed,  //  tiuas  impoffibk 
to  imagine  that  a  Place  like,  Rocbefort^ 
the  fecond  certainly  in  Importance  oa 
•"  the  whole  Coaft,  fhould,  after  fuch 
•'-  Warnings^  be  toteWy  ^jftegfefted/*  And 
yet  it  was  fo  totally  ncglcflEed,  that  an  In^- 
trenchment,  which  might  have  been  thrown 
up  with  Eafe,  and  planted  with  Batteries,  to 
'defend  an  open  Entrance  into  the  T'own^  fixty 
Tards  wide^  was  not  thrown  ikp,  even  after 
our  Ships  had  been  on  that^very  Coaft.  But 
bow  afibniihed  will  our  Genefah  be  wlKn  they 
'are  told  that  this  is  not  the- firftTimfe  that 
there  has  beeft  this  Neglect  at  Rocbefort. 
There  has  been-  no  Alteration  in  the  Fortifica- 
ttofts  of  thaf  l^lace  thefo  Seventy  Years. 

The  FefarrZ^xonfidcred  it  as  an  opeit-  Towtt^ 
^fb  faki  the  Engineer  of  Ax*  to  Colonel  Clerh. 
And  yet  the  Expedition '  ^ainDr'  P4>ft  PO^ 
rient^  might 'have  alarmed  the  Frencb  for 
'-Rochefon  fpfaxy  afi  leaft,  las  td  thiow  «n'Eii- 
V^licbnaent  round  it,  if  that  w:ould  havebeen 
-ilifficient  tdiecure\it  againft  'an  Afl^iik.  It 
imay  be,  and  indeed  ic  rsm:  acifooSfiiing  -to 
.1  1  <J  think 
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thinft,  that  a  Place  fo  important  as  tUcbefort 
jhould  have  been  no  better  fecured.  But  for 
what  a  Length  of  Time  did  the  principd 
Dock-yards  of  England  lay  expoied  not  only 
€o  be  deftroyed  by  a  great  Force^  but  to  be 
burnt  by  the  Crews  of  two,  or  three  Priva- 
teers. But  there  are  Blunders  and  Over* 
fights  in  all  Governments,  tor  which  a  pru- 
dent and  a6tive  Adverfary  lies  in  Wait  to  take 
iiis  Advantage.  For  the  future  the  French  will 
take  Care  of  Rgchefort  i  Our  Ovcrfights  we  are 
unhappily  taught  to  corre£t,  by  fevere  Lofles, 
while  the  Brtnch  are  taught  to  correft  t&eir 
£luiide  rs  by  our  fuperior  Blunders. 

As  to  the  Ditch,  if  the  concurrent  Evidence 
*.t)f  Cobnel  Clarke^  and  the  Fr^^ift  Engineer^ 
that  it  was  a  dry  one,  had'  been  out  of  the 
Queilion,  the  cohtradidory  Evidence  ^vea 
before  the  Council  of  Wir,  might  have  been 
cleared  up  fron^  the  very  Situation  of  the  Place: 
It  was  a  Maxim  of  one  of  the  greateft  French 
Generals,  and  a  French  Ma^m  will  have 
height  with  our  Ef^lijb  Generals,  that  one 
fhould  never  fuppofe  a  Dkch  to  be  full  of 
•Water  till  fome-body,  we  can  depend  upon, 
has  dipped  in  his'  Finger  and  tafted  it;  yet 
that  French  General  woiild  fcarce  liave  taken 
the  Trouble  of  feuding  to  fcarch  if  there  was 
Water  in  a  Dit£h  whkh  lay  on  the  Side  of  * 
-  ^  HiU. 


t^Uft  lie  tfiptmd  P$  ofteo  ?s  xht  :L^4  ipf  ;Ch(f 

^ti^§MJli.*fif^fh.i^^  wh«  might  haw  qcr 
tt»rif4  *0  iaa  &sitifif  GemriAi  W  well  fis  to  4 
iS^M4  f^klferi.  £^ea  if  jtherc  h^d  J^^Qcif 
SfoiJiCf  s^  rto  d4iBoii&  thc^  wt$  not  the  WorJc 
of  Kf  f3iil«t*f^i«  Tr«n.  A  CdU|>le  of  Field. 
£iw<»i«9«Adi i^v  .«p  a  SlQiQc  Id  Half  atf 
t^tTy  iMd  tfhm  mhisAt  1  would  be  die.  isnit 


.  » 


#cll  foundgdj}iiwftfre«if«  it.    Xtew  Mas  H 

certain  Monfieur  BotmeviUe^  a  Votuntier,  who 
;pi^(„H94«r  t|iff  Prf<^t(M^}Ott  of  OM^of'^t^  Q?ne- 

C^9t:  S|r^6  wai  l^«i:the  CeiuBcH  qf  .Wftr  <yi 

£li(^. ;  .'CM%v^vic^6e*'^tl»9'.  Stsm.  iAtc^loog 
i^f  ^  wijhtpwdTo  tHe  Upd<?rt?J£ing,  wHJi. 

f^hif^^e4Cf^^g£|UfKd  hii  jErtrWencp,.tkitj<jifl< 

rials 
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__  fgrthawrth^tbHrB^WTi  Md  fBdf  Off 
^SMi^miSfU^  dtmriial  Ptof^iJinc$^ it  had ied^ 
Me  by  Marfid  Ldweiidiiil  /if^  hfi  fFa^  ^ 
SW  feveral  InftBnas^  vfbeTi  h$  kkUfilf  tctei 
pTBfent  Mfd  in  Serbicf,    But  tbk|^  k  fe^9^  W|ij| 


Whoever  )&  ac^yiimttd  wkh  tfie  Chsjia^ein 
pi  tbeGcMr^s,  c(w:erAdd  in  thid  B:xfpedith>n^ 
^U  acquit  them  of  tlM  Jm|it<tation  of  perfbnai 
Cowardice :  Far  be  it  from  ftic  to  inSpute  itV 
I  declare  I  would  nop  atten^pt  tp  inQnuate  it  % 
they  have  never  i^eed  liomitlancfed  before^ 
j^  they  have  lerved,  and ferved  withSpirit 
and  Gall^try  i  their  Condti^  therefbtt;,  oft 
1^  Ocf:a&Qn^  iamore  myfterious  andaftonifb* 
lug.    Of  the  wbo^e  whk^  war  t^jeif  pecufiar 
Pepactmisnt^  h^Ve  they,  or  did  they  attempt 
to  execute  a  fingle  Fart  ?   The  Fort  of  Jii 
liras  taken,  not  by  the  Troops^  biat  by  Capt; 
Bmoi  ^  if  the  Fleet  would  havte  tAfftt  Fotorai 
^accwife  tlwy  were  at  futt^Libercy  to  do  xt^antf 
jif  they  could  have  f«ied  up  to  RiKbefm^  ^4 
yoNt  taken  lAiait  ctjOfOv  it  do&  Mt  appear  that 
ihe  Generals  wouk)  haye  opposed  it:  Butndf 
the^  doe$  it  appbar  that  they  would  have  nfq^ 
dbdr  ^Idiera  eireii  homFi^vrai^  fet  if  tb^ 
cmce  got  oat  Df  the  Ships,  who  carttellwhe^ 
they  cbbld  get  back  agaih.-    Is  it  not  alton* 
iftkg  tfaai:  wkei>  Vice-Admirti}  Bafwks^  hadf 

reported 
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reported  the  ImpradticabiUty  of  t&ing  it  hy 
Sea,  the  Generals  (hould  firft  lay  afide  all 
Thoughtis  of  profecuting  the  whole  Plan,  be- 
fore they  ever  asked  whether  this  necejfary  Place 
pould  be  taken  without  the  Afliftance  of  Ships. 
When  they  came  to  reconnoitre  they  found 
how  prafticable  it  was,  fo  pradlicable,  fo  lit- 
tle hazardous,  that  they  refolved  to  attack  it 
ineerly  for  the  Sak^  of  employing  the  Soldiers^ 
]Snq.  p.  109.  without  intending  to  draw  any 
Other  Effeft  from  it, 

* 
It  is  no  Faylt  in  a  General  to  be  cautious 
how  he  expofes  his  Troops  j  it  is  his  Duty 
fiot  to  expofe  them  wantonly  and  raihly  :  But 
Troops  mull  ferve  when  the  Occafioiis  of  th« 
State  demand  it,  and  fometimes  they  muft  go 
upon  hard  Service :  The  Queftion  was  not 
whether  Rocbefort  could  be  taken  without 
Lofs  \  but  whether  Rocbefort  could  be  tdcen; 
A  Ditch,  even  a  wet  one,  a  Wall,  an  In-is 
trenchment,  or  a  Battery  of  Cannon,  do  not 
make  the  Places  they  defend  impregnable. 
They  are  taken  every  Day,  and  taken  by 
Efcalade  and  Afiauk.  Mdrtichdl  Lowendabl 
took,  by  Affault,  feveral  Fortifications,  fur-^ 
rounded  by  wet  Ditches,  Jaft  War  ;  yet  not 
by  Surprifc.  Fort  St.  Pbilif  was.  taken  by 
Affault,  without  a  Breach,  tho*  defended  by  a 
j^roDger  G^rifon  di»n  w^  within  the  Rami^ 

parts 
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|)atts  oi^ochtfort :   If  it  bad  npt  been  fo  tak<^ 

en,  it  never  could  bave  been  t^ken  s  and  yet 
that  Attack  was  lAuch  more  defperate^  thaa 
there  was  any  Appearance  to  fulpeift  that  on 
Rocbefort  would  have  been.  Are  not  En* 
trenchnjents,  even  the  ftrongeft^ '  and  beit  dj> 
fended^  continually  forced  t  and  did  not  the 
French^  in  the  only  Srpp  they  received  in  the 
Dominions  of  Hanover^  march  up  -  a  fteep 
Hill^  into  the  Mouthy  of  a  Battery  of  Can* 
non,  and  take  it?  All  thefe  Services  muft 
be  performed,  and  they  can  be  performed 
but  ftill,  (I  agree)  with  Lofs^  It  would  be 
happy  if  we  could  carry  on  War  without 
Ihedding  Chriftian  Blood  \  but  Mankind  is 
not  yet  fufficicntly  civilized  to  adopt  fuch 
Methods.  ^'  In  all  doubtful,  dangerous  mi«> 
^'  litai'y  Attempts,  the  Advantages,  that  may 
"  accrue  from  Succefs,  ought  to  be  weighed 
*'  againft  the  Damage  and  Misfortunes  which 
"  may  be  the  Confcquenccs  of  a  Repulfc/* 
So  fays  Sir  John  Ligonitri  Enq^.  p.  li.  in  his 
Advice  to  Sir  John  Mor daunt.  Our  forcing, 
by  a  vigorous  Impreflion,  Rccbeforty  and 
feizing  the  Ships  and  Naval  Stores,  burning 
the  Docks,  deftroying  the  Foundery  and  Can- 
non, and  thereby  crippling  the  French  Navy, 
perhaps  for  the  reft  of  this  War,  were  fuch 
Advantages  as  this  Country,  in  its  prcfent 
Circumftancesi    might,    in   Prudence,    pur- 

1 1  chafe. 
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chafe;  even  with  the  Lives  of  fome  of  its  Sol- 
diers, and  might  thereby  have  faved  the  Lives 
of  many  of  its  Subjedls. 

In  p«  41.  of  your  own  Work,  you  are 
pleafed  to  reprefent  the  Refolutioh  to  land,  on 
the  28th,  for  the  Attack  of  Fort  Fouras^  as  an 
Excefs  of  Zeal  to  carry  on  the  Enterprtfe^  and  a 
Perfeverance  in  a  Flan  which  was  found  im- 
fraSiicable :  But  you  have  forgot  that  the  Ge- 
nerals themfelves  claim  no  fuch  Merit,  nor  do 
they  even  pretend  that  this  was  attempted  with 
a  View  ftiU  to  proceed  againft  Rochefort ;  Quite 
the  contrary.  The  General  himfelf,  En^.  p, 
109,  reprefents  it  as  fomething  to  employ  the 
Troops  before  they  went  Home,  while  the  For- 
;tifications  of  Jix  was  blowing  up,  but  being 
prevented  from  landing  that  Night,  and  the 
Fleet  being  ready  the  next  Morning,  they  did 
.  not  think  it  worth  while  to  ftay  another  Day. 
They  were  fo  determined  by  the  contradidtory 
Evidence  given  at  the  Council  of  War,  and 
fo  fixed  in  their  Refolution,  in  no  Situation  to 
attack  Rochefort y  that  it  was  not  worth  while  to 
detain  the  Fleet  a  Day^  in  order  to  take  a 
Place,  which  if  the  Seamen  had  taken  at  firft, 
the  General  fays  the  reft  of  the  Enterprife 
would  have  been  eafy^  and  from  whence  they 
might,  with  Safety,  have  informed  their  own 
Eyes  of  thj?  exact  Situation  of  the  Town. 

You 
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You  are  pleafed  to  cxprefs  an  high  Con- 
tempt of  the  Idea  of  giving  any  Blow  to 
FrancCj  not  only  in  any  Part  of  the  Land 
Frontiers,  but  of  that  immenfe  Tra6t  of 
Land  which  fpreads  for  fo  great  an  Extent 
through  different  Seas,  and  you  fhelter  your- 
fclf  under  one  Axiom  of  Schomberg^  "  That 
*'  attacking  France  in  France^  was  taking  a 
^*  BuH  by  the  Horns."  And  another  of  the 
Great  ViSlor  Jmadeus  of  Savoy^  "  That  he 
•*  knew  a  Thoufand  Ways  into  France^  but 
**  none  out  of  it/* 

This  is  another  Inftance  of  what  I  have 
before  lamented,  as  an  unhappy  Omen  to  this 
Country,  that  even  great  Statefmen  can  adopt 
the  Maxim,  that  the  Wifdom  and  Power  of 
France  renders  her  invulnerable.  Yet  I  did 
not  expeft  that  you,  of  all  Men  living,  would 
have  endeavoured  to  expofe  the  Abfurdity  of 
taking  the  Bull  by  the  Horns ;  you  who  have 
been,  who  continue  to  be  the  grand  Advo- 
cate for  Land  Operations,  and  for  fending 
the  Force  of  this  Ifland  upon  the  Continent. 
I  will  agree,  indeed,  that  neither  in  the  laft 
War,  nor  perhaps  in  the  prefent,  was  there 
much  Probability  that  our  Troops  fhould 
enter   France.      So  much  the  worfe  for  us. 

H  ^  But 
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But  do  ycfu  make  no  Difference  between  at- 
tacking fuch  a  Barrier  as  France  has  towards 
Flanders^  or  even  attacking  it  from  the  Side  of 
Italy ^  and  the  fending  a  fuperior  Fleet  to  ftorm 
at  once  a  Place  fituated  on  the  Coaft  which 
the  Generah  were  not  inftrufted  to  bold  and 
maintain^  but  to  deftroy,  and  then  go  on  board 
their  Ships?  The  Way  back,  if  the  Fleet  con- 
tinued fuperior,  was  juft  as  eafy  as  the  Way 
thirfieh 

But  tho*  r  differ  from  you  in  that  Opinion, 
we  agree  exaftly  in  another,  which  you  ad- 
vance J  I  m&n  the  -great  Importance  of  €ap£ 
Breton^  and  the  Blow  which  Fr^^r^  would  re- 
ceive in  the  Lofs  Of  it-,  yet  if,  as  you  obferve 
juftly,  if  would  not  now  be  a  Folly  to  be  fur- 
prifed  at  afty  Things  I  fhould  have  been  a  little 
furprifed  to  hear  the*  Negleft.  of  that  Objeft 
charged  as  an  Imputation  on  the  Minilter, 
■whom  you  and  yours  have  fo  often  ridiculed, 
a$  America-m^iA.  Muft  I  really  afk  the  Que- 
ftion  ?  Was  that  great  Objedt  forgot  ?  Has 
the  War  in  America  in  general,  or  a  Plan  of 
Attack  on  that  Place  in  particular,  been 
negle^Sted  by  him  ;  or  was  it  his  Scramble  for 
Power?  Was  it  his  Junto;  or  his  Party  Ca- 
bal that  fufpended  qr  weakened  the  Opera- 
tion ?  Look  back  a  few  Months.  When  was 
.  the  Attack  of  that  Place  projeded  ?     And 

when 
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whdi  was  the  Attinanttit  i&tttd  dUt  and  pn- 
jfored  for  f Re  ExecadoA  P  W^s  it  not  in  that 
Very  Hctur  wheti  you  and  yours  were  wkk  fo 
ihuch  Decenty  arid  Humanity  ridicaling  s 
Bed-tidden  Mbiftisr,  and  Fe{>refentiiig  bim  to 
be  zi  Impbtent  iA  his  nMtal  Faculties  as  htt 
i^tras  in  his  bodily  State  ?  Was  not  that  Arma^ 
mcnt  pitpared  by  the  then  Board  of  Admiralty, 
^ith  an  E^cpbdition  that  fhewed  they  wero  no 
Strangers  to  ^ufincls,  how  tnuch  foeVer  they 
might  bfe  ridiculed  as  Novices  in  Office? 
Was  it  not  ttady  to  fail  Sik  Weeks  foontt  than 
any  Armament  could  be  feAt  frbm  the  Foitt 
bf  Frlmct^  notwithftanding  the  utmod:  Exer^ 
citos  of  that  wife  and  alert  People  ?  Wai  it 
hot  fufficieht  for  the  Service,  and  infinitely 
ftrperior  to  any  Thing  which  at  that  li'ihia 
could  oppofe  it  in  Am&ka  ?  WkeH  by  a  Se- 
ries of  adverfe  ^inds  the  Departure  of  that 
Armament  had  been  delayed  fo  many  Weeks, 
and  till  the  Prdnch  Fleets  were  ready  to  put  to 
Sea,  was  the^e  not  a  Reinforcement  of  Six 
Capital  Ships  orierid  by  that  Admiralty,  tb 
be  added  to  thofe  originally  deftined  to  that 
Service,  and  which  were  to  follow  thehi  as 
foon  as  poiTible  ?  I  affirm  that  there  was.  How 
that  Reinforcement  came  to  be  applied  tb  other 
Purpofts,  you  beft  can  tell,  fince  itwastkro* 
.  your  Scramble  for  Power,  riiro'  your  Junto, 
thro'  your  Party  Cabal,  that  a  Difmiflion  waa 
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^ren  in  that  critical  Conjuncture  to  that  Board 
of  Admiralty,  and  the  Minifter  with  whop 
it  was  connected.  The  fucceeding  Board 
happened  to  be  of  a  different  Opinion  fronv 
the  preceding  one,  and  the  Reinforcement 
deftined  for  the  Attack  of  Louisbourg  was  (I 
do  not  fay  perverted  but)  converted  to  other 
Purpofes.  To  Cruife  upon  the  "Trade  of  France, 
was^  by  that  Board,  thought  the  beft  Method 
of  deftroying  the  Enemy,  and  inftead  of  a 
Chimerical  Attack  upon  Louisbourg  or  Roche- 
forty  the  Fleet  of  England  was  immediately 
exerted  in  what  the  French  call  the  piratical 
Kind  of  War :  A  Kind  of  War,  which  I  fup- 
pofe,  is  the  fitteft  for  the  Fleet  ^  of  England^ 
biscaufe  xht  French  ridicule  it  the  moft;  and 
fure  I  am,  that  our  maridme  OlEcers  not  only 
applaud  it  the  mofl,  but  feem  of  late  Years  to 
have  turned  their  Thoughts  to  little  elfe. 

As  foon  as  the  fix  Week's  Admiralty  re- 
tired, and  gave  way  to  the  prefent  Board,  and 
the  prefent  Minifter  was  ordered  to  refume 
the  Funftions  of  that  OlKce,  which  not  a  Man 
in  England  dare  to  fill  after  him,  the  Ameri- 
can Syftem  refumed  its  Vigour,  Such  Ships 
as  could  be  colledted,  tho*  not  equal,  either  in 
Strength  or  Numbers,  to  what  had  been  ori- 
ginally deftined  to  that  Service,  were  imme- 
diately fent  to  reinforce  thofe  at  Halifax  :  and 
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I  do  again  affirm,  and  am  prepared  to  prOve,^ 
that,  except  a  very  fhort  Time,  in  which  the 
Squadron  of  Mr.  HoJioume  was,  by  the  be- 
forementioned  Accidents,  by  a  fingle  Ship, 
perhaps,  inferior  to  the  French^  he  had  under 
his  Command,  during  the  whole  Summer,  a 
Fleet  fuperior  to  any  Thing  the  French  had  at 
Louijbourg^  or  could,  by  any  Means  whatever, 
bring  there,  whether  you  cohfider  the  Num^ 
ber  of  Lme  of  Battle  Ships,  the  Number  of 
Men  on  board,  the  Number  of  Guns,  or  the 
Weight  of  their  Metal ;  and  yet  almoft  the 
whole  Maritime  Force  of  France^  fo  far  as  it 
could  be  manned,  was^  by  Stratagem,  col* 
ledted  there.  Was  it  then  To  very  abfurd  ancjl 
romantic,  that  when  their  Maritime  Force 
was  drawn  away  to  America^  and  their  Land 
Forces  engaged  in  Gertnauy^  the  refcrvcd 
Strength  of  this  Country  fhould  be  exerted  in 
attempting  a  Blow  ib  very  decifive,  as  the 
taking  of  Rochefort  would  have  been  ?  Why 
it  mifcarried,  to  this  Moment  I  can  hardly 
guefs  ;  but  fure  I  am,  it  was  not  through  the 
Impradicability  of  it. 

I  have  now,  Sir,  gone  through  the  Con* 
fideration  of  your  whole  Performance,  and  if 
you  are  not  tired  With  Reading,  I  confefslam 
heartily  tired  with  Writing.  I  have  endeavour* 
ed  to  keep  as  clofe  as  pofTible  to  the  Subject, 

and 
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jMid,  dio'  «fim  tcfBptedt  I  Mv^^  indpl^4  few 
Sal&s  <of  my  Peni     If,  now  «n4  theo,  ypv 
Aiould  iiave  found  t  tittle  DeviafipH,   « little 
P%fiiloe&  of  Inag^boadon,  fpr^vi^  k.     'Tis 
iMit  a  Copjr  of  coy  Couafiewncc  &  'ck  j^  a 
fouoed  Smile  dbat  covers  a  bl^t^Uog  Heart : 
A  H/eaftbroboQ,  md  hle^dipg  %  the  {)i^i€6» 
fer  the  I>i%race  of  clys  Cowtiy.    Wjt^i^ 
fliml  can  we  look,    whitbfir  c^  w$  <dii^ 
our  Hopes.     Under  which  <)f  thpfr  d^Hc 
Cloi]d$  that  furround*  Md  feetn  x^y  tp  borft 
•upon  us,   can  wt  fitter  pp^vies  .there  is  a 
Ray  ^  Li]^  that  wiU  btisgk  fdrd^  ^  To  wh>t 
IH;irpole  is  it  ihat  we  <boaft  m^  T<4de«  omr 
Wealdi,    and  our  Credit  i    We  aiie  4>Mt  ib 
many  Sheep,  whofe  Carcafes  t»mpt  theWplyes 
€0  devour  us. '  Where  js  the  <j|lQry  pf  "the 
JBrh^Nzmc^,  where  are  the  Terrprs  that 
<uled  to  accompany  our  Fleets  jai^d  Ai^mies  ? 
The  Tpeafures  of  the  Country  a»e  poiir^d 
iorth  in  vain  by  an  unified  and  willing  People. 
Our  'Enemies  are  becon^e  invulnerably  and 
every  Slow  our  Minifbrs  ixieditate,  loipraAi- 
cable.     In  Germany  their  Rav^es  .are  not 
ftopped  for  a  finglc  Ho.ur,  for  there  were  not 
fo  many  Men  in  the  German  as  in  ^le  French 
Army,  therefore  tacheck  their  Progrefs  is  Jm^ 
pratSlicable.    Jn  Americn,  where  our  Troops 
are  at  leaft  double  to  thofe  of'  the  Enemy,  to 
itbeck ' their  Progrefs  is  equaliy  Iinpr^^ble. 

To 
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To  deftroy  their  Docks  at  Rochefortj  a  Town 
cohRdefediri  France  as  an  open  To>^n,  with- 
out Baftions,  without  Fortfiications,  without 
a  Wall  for  its  Defence,  is '  Impraflficable  j 
for 'tis  mpft  certain  ther6  was  a  Ditch,  and 
fomebody  faid  there  was  Water  in  it. 

Such  is^  the  Sum  total  of  the  prefent  Ac- 
cotint  of  our  military  Operations,'  and  can 
we.  look  forward  with  a  better  Profpedt  ?  As 
to  our  Fleet,  we  have  indeed  been  oui*  own 
Undoers^  and  have  killed  the  pampered 
Child  with  Kindnefs.  We  have  dcftrcyed 
the  ^  Principle  which  was  the  Source  of  oar 
Glory,  We  have  mifguided  the  Ambition  of 
our  Seamen  j  we  have  tempted  them  with 
Wealth,  inftead  of  Reputation  ;  and  we  have 
fubftij:uted*  Avarice  to  Honour,  We  have 
at  this  Hour  many  who  would  make  brave 
and  excellent  Corfairs,  and  I  hope  that  in  the 
longLifbwe  have  two  or  three  gctod  Admirals* 

As  to  the  Army,  -  the  Soldiers  are  ftill 
brave,  and,:  I  am  perfuaded,  will  fight,  when- 
ever their  Comn\anders  will  lead  them  on ; 
there  is  fome  Comfort  in  that.  But  what  are 
the  Commanders  ?  Read  over  the  Lift  of 
General  Officers.  I  am  fure  you  will  agree 
with  me,  that  thofe  who  were  pick*d  out  as 
cbofen  Men  to  command  the  Expedition  againft 
Rochefortj  at  that  time  ftood  among  the  firft 
for  Charafter  and  Reputation.  From  their 
Condudt  on  this  Occafion,  we  may  judge 
what  we  are  to  expcft  for  the  future. 

But  alas !  the  Call,  the  Enthufiaftic  Call 
ef  Glory  and  Honour,    is  heard  no  more 
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among  us ;  we  are  grown  a  folid  and  wife 
People ;  we  have  fubftituted  Realities  tx>  Chi- 
maeras,  and  we  feek  after  Eflentials  rather 
than  empty,  popular  Applaufe.  Populus  me 
ftbilat^  at  mihi  Plaudo.  Who  is  there,  in  this 
enlightened  Day,  who  has  not  Courage  enough 
to  withftand  popular  Clamour  ?  No  Wonder ! 
What  does  a  Man  get  by  being  popular,  and 
who  is  there  that  thinks  any  farther  than  bow 
be  can  get.  Is  he  a  Soldier,  of  Family  per- 
haps, of  Rank,  of  P y  Connexions,  and 

foftered  in  the  Bofom  of  fomc  powerful 
Fa^on.  Shall  fuch  a  Man  expofe  himfelf 
uncalled,  uncommiflloned  by  his  Fadbion  ? 
Shall  he  brave  Danger  in  order  to  ferve  only 
his  Country,  and  at  the  fame  time,  perhaps, 
encreaft  the  Reputation  of  fome  abfurd,  chi- 
merical Beggar  of  a  Minifter,  who  is  Fool 
enough  to  think  his  Country  worth  ferving 
under  the  moft  unpleafant  Circumftances,  and 
in  the  mod  dangerous  Conjunftures.  Why 
llioyld  he  ?  His  Fadtion  will  be  powerful 
enough  to  fecure  his  future  Preferment :  They 
will  ftand  between  him  and  Danger  j  they 
will  refcue  him  from  Punifliment ;  they  will 

refcue  him  from  the  Refentment  of  his  S^ . 

They  will  refcue  him  from  every  thing  but 

t)lSiiQNQUR, 

SIR, 

I  am  yaurs^  &c. 
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TH  O*  I  have  not  in  the  Courfe  of  this 
Letter  afiefted  a  Candour  more  than  is 
common  to  thole  who  engage  in  political  Dif-  . 
putes,  yet  the  Reader  will  think  it  extraordi- 
nary that  I  have  not  availed  myfelf  of  the  Intel- 
ligence lately  brought  from  Rocbelle  znd  Roche- 
fort  by  the  Captain  of  the  Tranfport  Veflel, 
who  was  a  Prifoner  in  that  Country  at  the 
Time  our  Armament  came  to  that  Coaft. 
The  Truth  is,  I  difdained  to  prejudice  the 
Mind  of  the  Reader  by  a  Teftimony  of  that 
Sort,  and  I  determined  that  he  Ihouid  judge . 
of  the  Condu6t  of  the  Generals  in  this  Expe- 
dition, from  the  fame  Evidence  on  which 
they  might  be  fuppofed  to  a£t.  But  as  his 
Opinion  of  the  Generals,  and  their  Conduct, 
is  by  this  Time  formed,  it  is  a  Debt  due  to 
Truth,  and  to  the  Publick  to  fay  (what  is  al- 
ready well  known  to  moft  of  the  Merchants 
of  the  City  of  London)  that  at  the  Time  our 
Fleet  was  at  the  Ifle  of  ^/>,  the  whole  Force 
which  the  Enemy  had  on  that  Coaft  confifted 
of  a  Battalion  of  regular  Troops  in  the  J/le  of 
Rbey  another  in  Olercn^  a  Swifs  Battalion  tt 
Rocbelle^  and  one  Regiment  of  Regulars,  and 

one  of  Militia  at  RocUfort^    That  the  Pru- 

dente^ 
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dente^  a  French  Ship  of  74  Guns,  with  all  her 
Cannon  and  Stores»  &c.  on  Board,  efcaped  our , 
Fleet,  by  running  up  to  Rocbefort^  thrO*  that 
very  Channel  which  was  not  deep  enough  for 
an  Engff^  L^ng-boa^  a^d  that  thq  Coi^lmpa- 
don  on  the  Coaft  Vas'  greater*  than  could  be 
exprefled,  it  being  .underftood  that  in  the 
Coiuf^pf  {ifewnayfe.bpfh^ 
wQiiM  pef ei%ily  fall  infad^e  Hsin^l^  pf  jte  Eilh 
gUjb^^  there  beipg  4^0  Ppffijjil  ify;vta^cinCQrQCi  ttem 
'till|the  Ho\jmoid  Troops  cpijjd  arriy^  from. 
Plrfailies. 
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THE 

SECRET  EXPEDITION 

4 

Impartially  difcWd: 

OR, 

An  authentick»  futhful  Narrative  of  all  Occurren* 
ces  that  happened  to  the  Fleet  and  Army  com* 
manded  by 

SirE~H— andSirJ-M , 

From  its  firft  failing  to  its  Return  to  England. 

WITH 

Apparent  Reafons  for  not  landing  the  Infantr/^ 
and  many  other  interefting  Particulars^  not  yet 
made  publick. 


By  a  Commissioned  Officer  on  Board  the 
Fleet,  and  Graduate  of  the  Univerfity,  &c. 
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Per  variw  Cajm  ftr  toi  difcrimina  nrum 
TgndimuP'  '  Vir, 
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THE 

SECRET  EXPEDITION 

Impartially  difclofed. 

AS  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  as  well  ai 
thofc  of  our  own  nation,  have 
been  intent  upon  an  eicpeditioA 
condutJbed  with  fuch  profound  fecrely  and 
caution ;  that  fcarce  an  officer,  (except  Ad- 
ifiitats  and  Generals)  were  acquainted,  with 
Its  d^diuatibn,  at  le-^d  ten  days  after  we  em* 
barked ;  fo  it  may  not  be  difagreeable  to  ac- 
quaint the  publick  of  its  progrefs^  and  as 
mattefs  of  plain  truth  appear  moft  genuine, 
when  they  are  neither  embellished  by  rheto- 
rical flouriflies,  nor  clouded  by  long,  tedf- 
ous  or  laboured  narratives ;  fo .  (hall  the  fe- 
tjucl  be  confined  to  a  faithful,  honefl  recital 
of  fafts  and  contingents;  thofe  who  read 
with  a  finical  curiofity  will  meet  with  an  in- 
tended diiappointment.  And  though  thcfe 
Vcftiatks  were  taken  on  board  the  fleet  for 
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private  amufement,  rather  than  intended  for 
public  pecufal^  yet  as  the  minds  of  men  feem 
yet  in  fufpence,  fome  particulars  herein,  may 
ferve  to  fet  in  a  clearer  light  the  whole  mat-> 
ter,  than  what  has  already  appeared. 

The  motives  of  this  expedition  I  Ihdl  not 
prefume  to  give  my  opinion  about ;  but  on- 
ly take  it  from  the  infantry^s  landing  in  the 
Iflc  of  Wight  5  leaving  the  reader  to  what 
inferences,  his  own  reafon  and  judgment  fug- 
ged ;  but  let  him  reft  afltired,  that  the  plain 
Jimplicity  of  this  journal  befpcaks  do  defire 
of  applauie, .  unlefs  any  ihould  redound  from 
a  candid  relation  of  what  daily  happened, 
to  a  fleet  jiiftly  looked  upon  as  xh^  flower  oi 
(he  Britiih  armament  ^  and  fuch  as  no  na- 
tion  upon  earth  at  prefent  but  Great  Britain, 
could  ibnd  into  the  ocean ;  (hould  I  err  in 
fome  terms  of  navigation,  I  flatter  myfelf, 
they  may  be  overlooked  by  thofe  gentlemen 
bred  up  to  this  laudable  and  profitable 
Art. 

July  25th,  1757,  orders  were  received  at 
the  camp  near  Dorchefter  for  three  old  bat- 
talions, •*—  viz.  Howard's,  Wolfs,  Kingf* 
ky's ;  to  march  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight  for  em- 
barkation }  which  battalions  compleat  both 

in 
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m  bfifcers  and  folders^  appeared  as  fine  trodps 
a$  coald  be  employed  in  any  fervice;  on 
the  29th'  they  landed  from  Southampton 
at  CoweSy  and  came  next  day  to  camp  on  the 
forreft  near  Newport,  on  the  £ime  fpot 
where  the  troops  for  Carthagena,  and  alfo 
thofe  <fbr  General  Sinclair's  expedition  for*' 
merly  pitched ;  the  marks  of  thefe^  encamp-^ 
ments,  viss.  klcchens^  and  other .  ap|)iearances 
flill  remaining  on  the  ground. 

About  the  fame  time  arrived  feven  other 
battalions  from  different  camps  in  England; 
viz.  Bentinck's,  Amhurft's,  CornwalHs's, 
Hume's,  Loudon's;  Hodgfon's,  and  Brude- 
nel's,  and  were  divided 'into  two 'brigades,  by 
Lieutenant  General  Sir  John  Mordannt,  viz. 
Buffs,  -Wolfe's,  Kingfley,  Hodgfoh's,  Lord 
Hunie^s,  under  Major  General  Conway; 
and  Lord  Bentinck's^  Cornwallis's,  Brude^ 
nel'Sy  Loud(»'s,  .  Amhurft's,  under  Ma« 
jor  Oeacttil  Comwallis ;  who  were  all  inde« 
^tigable  in  their  care  during  their  ftay  in  this 
little  faiit  plentiful  ifland,  aUe  to  fup^rt 
twenty  thoufand  troops  without  injuring  its 
inhabitants.  Scarce  one  day  paflod  without 
exercififig  the  men  in  ^  moftofofti  parts  xif 
miUtiaiy  difcipline.  .     .      -r. 
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r  ito9 -gaVicwf  and  ^oof»(btne^  wofoioftier^ 
44<  ^  Maj^  0«ncMr»l  CorttwaUia  as  tkl^pkt 
H>  be  forthv^th  sMdei;  tmh  foi  tHa^  -parri 
pole,  engtneecs  tQ  givedtre£dons,  aqdoffitjera 
to  dtt«od,  vis»;9ne  Capjtain»twofui)alft;riftan4 
0q  aimi  aU  r^roents  pot  mii(lerf4t  »<•  tb? 
campa  of  Bwfeam  DQw<ns,  Dopcbeft?!?,  .|j[int 
saerihaiVy/Mfl  Cha^aqa^  to  prepare  vlbciii; 
8i»ft(3r>rQUs, .  and  to/  boldi  then^elvM   in 

ireadinefs  to  embark:  tbr  mmbcft  of  wftg* 
gp68  tor  hp  retoroMt  lo  ttke  their  b^tggslA  tQ 
^e  (h]fa:s  ^aeh  wgiment  to  f<w4  ft  mmx9  qI 
the  ftrengrii  they  «m  tCi  cmhirh  <ie  aj^ 
firi^ljl!  «>-be  eiicami^^  ^g^ridgcs^  e^pbioill 
<o  have  ibveol^rtwoiKmiwis:  on  gouig'  .on 
bo»r4 ;  ^  r^tilFii  of  tile  ninnbfsr  qf  i^ood  Ifoti 
to. be fpAft tp  tbei>Qad'Qttiuctier$ $  ttndJ^^^Ge-s 
peral  e3t:pea$  idyi'  tbin|^;  M  for  lemb^lsttipn^ 
and  uDix^ediate  iervlte  ;  the :  beaVy:  QC.afdeA 
l^aggagetQ  be  knmedttt^cly  Ij^nt  avmy,,  not 
more  fhftn  ihrot  womm'  ^bw^  te^it  CDm*? 

|}tDy/  V-.::  :  ..  ')        .     r     :;'■•;    ^' 

irBntitfae  tranfparts :  delaying  comiiig' act 
fxiniing  to  ^cxped&tkm»  act  entrezichmejQt 
ttafi  tStfdwn  91  the'  front  of  thr  3am^  the 
Abetter  tbi  iiiift tui9:  the  foldscrs  haw: ikk imako 

attacks.— And  as  |b||  wa6.i|it6|ide4>  ti9  ^t>i(^h 
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ng*d  e«^y  tbs^  hcw^  fbut  all  inig]bt 
9  (huriBi  of tlve  WO<rk,  Mtfl  U  :al];ke  in^€^^ 
«r^i^  falcidfi  (wltery  i^  alfo  foaned  in 
Iroot  ^t^e  campiand  a  pfryer  guard  6xo4| 

£i£i^$  of  pight  foot  la  ko$th  t«lng  fitidf 

^tb  c0iiffn:vd  fialdiers  ibcswed  a noft 
finsere  aind  ondauiital  refolotioo  ta:«xat 
thnn61vea  in-the  frnricercf  tfamr  princB^aBd 
pQimtiy .  ^?r^  Each  bat^alida  s :  icemtng  amfai^ 
f ions  Ir'  iuathiog^  but  ta  qualify  tfaeitiMi«i 
by  oxiKciii&  aqd  fitigoe;  of  i&e:  fields  «ii<»t}et- 
tor  to  enable  tbieni  tdtipdote^  any  iutitM  hsrdi 

ih^r  d)at  |he  basayrds  ofi  war  nuight  cxpbft 
^fatmto;.  ;r 

.  Newr  wei^  riot  or  eicofi  more  fcverdy 
ppnUlM^>  nor  order,  ^briotyy  and  diicU 
plinc  more  generoufly  re\RaRfed.  Divine  fer« 
i^iee  vms  ordered  every  day ^  and  regularly 
performed  at  tbe  head  o^  eMh  battalion,  as 
often  as  regimental  bufinefi  woold  permit  \ 
and  as  a  defi^  to  reform  imnioraUty,  Sir 
Jobn  Mocdannt  ^ire  ibid:  oiders,  that  eve* 
ty  ehaplain  (faould  attend  his  corps^  or  find 
diffident  deputy,  the  better  to  promote  pie«^ 
ty»  and  derive  the  b^efling  of  heaven  (xi  our 
(iitiir?  atchieycments.  A- 
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-  ^  Among  the  ja6s  6f  gcncrofity'  to  enconi 
fagethe  foldicrs  td'tlitir  duty,  onrmuft  not 
be  ^omitted  in  thfe  20th  regiment,  Cdil 
K  "  '  ■'    y,  Lieut.  Col.  A¥— — ,  ^and  Ma^ 

jot'-B-^-^ ,  with  other  '  captains  of  thii 

!regiment^  confidering  as  well  the  narrow 
fahfiftence  of  their  fubalterns, ;  viz.  lieute^ 
BttttSs/'Cnrigns  andv  ftirgeons ;  as  4^  the  great 
'  danger  of  the  pirivate  men's  falling  iick  with 
luriog^long  on  fait  meats  only  ■  >■■  ■■  »  madea 
pttrfe:of  2QO  poundito  biiy:  freih-  provifionsj 
a9<tiidil  £>r  the  officeis  mefs;;  oh :  Ihi^board; 
ai;the;SViV2ite  ibldiers^  to  have  potatoes,  cabf«r 
IngQ^  and  onbns^.torqualify  the  acrimony  of 
£ih;p907ifion8  }^a.  landable  exaniple  to  other 
regiments,  that  the  fame  corps  which  is  a  pat* 
lera' in  difcipline,  ihould  ftudy  the  health  of 
thcin  men;  as  well  as  fprm  them  a  ^model  iit 
military  evolti^ns. 

Tranfports  to  embark  theie  troops  were 
daily  expected  h  »  n  but  fome  accidental  de* 
lays  frqni  the  Dawm  to  the-N^e  for:  the 
firil  fortnight,,  and.  the  wimis  falling  con« 
trary  afterwards,  pteveotedtheir  artival  till  the 
4th  of  September.  The  feafon  now  in  moft 
mens  opinion  was  too.  far  ^disancfed  to  ven- 
ture on  an  expedition^   at  Icaft  far  frqm 

.  home  5 


■t    7    1 

hoffie ;  provifion  laid  m  for  fcnir  ffionthc 
only,  proved  it  could  not.be  to  the-  Weft 
lodies^  and  therefore  moft  people  imagined  it 
fome  defcent  upon  the  coaft  of  France; 
which,  however  judged  eafy  by  thofe  who 
jare  unexperienced  in  the  art  of  war,  either 
by  Tea  or  land ;  I  flatter  myfelf  that  thefe  oh- 
iervations  will  in  fome  meafure  fatisfy  the  due 
care  of  both  admirals  and  generals  ■ 
and  that  the  — — —  ifnpraSHcabiliiy  of  ma^ 
king  a  defcent  upon  fo  {powerful  And  pro- 
vident an  enemy  fuccefsful^  was  not  owing 
to  any  want  of  courage  or  condufi:  in  Qur 
.leaders  or  commanders  ^  but  to  a  feeming 
previous  ignorance  of  the  coaftings  of-  that 
part  of  France. 

Nor  is  this  any  Imputation  upon  a  land 
.officer's  taking  the  command,  who  always 
both  in  founding  and  failing,  depends  on  th^ 
experience  of  his  fea  commanders;  fqr  TU 
venture  to  affirm,  that  before  the  failing  of 
this  fleet*  very  few  men  in  the  kingdom  ever 
xlrew  their  attention  fo  as  to  obferve  the 
foundings  of  the  Rade  De  Pafque ;  and 
the,  thing  appears  manifeft,  becaufe  fince  our 
arrival  not  one  print  (hop  in  this  opulent  ci* 
i/i  at  moft  of  which  I've  call'd,  have  any  of 

thcfe 


%httc  ^  clartt,-oi<-wcfc  ever  afkcd  for  therri 
«*cept' on  Tower- Hilii  only  for  the  ufe  of 
4hc  Nfevyk  Pity  it  is  they  had  not  been  ac- 
ctttiatcly  cotiftilfcdi  before  we  attenfipttd  a 
Voyage  of  this  nature.  I  atn  cdrtvinted  it 
youM  >have  eitheir  prevented  out  feftittg  fail 
Tf*'^^  '^'  or- at  lead  an  inglorious  returni 

After  Deaf  fijc  Weeks  fpent  on  the  Ifle  of 
Wigfar^  to  the  great  ciiffatisfadlion'  of  both 
commandefs  and  inferior  o^cef^/  as  giving 
the  enemy  time  Jta  prcpaite,-  and  retarding 
their  taget  deflres  to  do  their  country  juftice : 
OA'  the  fourth  of  September  arrived  the  tranf- 
ports  at  CoWes;  never  was  an  embarkation 
conducted  with  fo  niuch  order  and  difpatch, 
on  the  5  th  five  battalions  embarked,  viz.  HufFs, 
Kingfiey  ■  s,  Wolfe's,  Hume' s,  Hodgfon's, 
in  great  regularity  and  high  fpirits^  to  mak6 
the  embarkatbn  more  eafy  and  expeditious, 
they  marched  to  different  keys,  and  wett 
taken  off  in  men  of  War  and  prefs'd  boafs 
properly  ranged  for  that  purpofe. 

Oia  the  fi^rth  the^  other  battalions  of  the 
fecond  brigade  embarked  alfo^  and  the  (ame 
night  moft  of  the  tranfports  fell  down  to 
Spithcad  5  afjter  dropping  anchor  near  Pbrtf- 
fftouth  for  about  ten  hours,  on  the  wind  fud* 

,  denly 
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denly  taraing  footh,  a  figoal  wa&rijiacic 
all  inafters  of  tranipdrts  to  go  on  board  the 
Agent; .  when  a  letter  was  deliyencd-^-«wkh* 
rendezvous  at  Totbay— <not  to  be  opened  in- 
cde  of  feparatkMi^  till  they  Icanle  to'the  wefi<* 
ward  of  SdUy  Iflands  ^  at  eleven  \o!clock  wq' 
WQ^^d:  anchor  and  Med  dire^y;  fgr  St* 
Helisos,  but  the  wind  about  four  p.  m^ 
tuniihg  more  fobtherly,  moft  of  the  (hip^ 
Goft  anchor  theoei  but  we.  beipg  aJoioft  the> 
fierhmoft  (hip,  and  the  wind  fuddenly  chang*^; 
XB^  to  "N.  W.-~i-A!£gnal  w$s  given  by  the 
Ad^dl  to  weigh,  Lwhi^  was  immediately^ 
done^iBtF^  continuing  faUnow  came  up  witK 
th9/fle^t;  leaving  thejfle  of  Wi^  ta  leeward, 
^t  nigh^,  fa  thajt  nenft  morning  we  could. 
juft  9gj  Swan.  CUff  and  Dunnoie  Point. 

Such  particular,  care  was  taken  by  th^; 
Admiral,  befons  night  came  on,  that  iloops^. 
lenders  and  men  of  war,  were  ftationed  on 
fach  fide,  aljmoil  in  the  form  of  an  octagon, 
with  the  Admiral  and  tranfports  in  the  ccnr. 
ter^  as  crouding  under  his  wings  for  protec-i 
tion^  againft  any  hazard  or  danger  of  the. 
enemy. 

September  the  9th,  in  the  morning  blow«t 
ing  a  frelh  gale  to  N.  W.  a  fignal  was  given 

C  tQ 


Corfica  next  yras  our.cdnjcfturc,  but  pro- 
vlfion  laid  in  for  fpur  mohtlis.  only,  and  that 
Ifland  laying  too  far  up  the  Mediterranean  to 
be  of  any  confidcrable  benefit  td  our  trade, 
made  tis  fcarce  think,  it  an^  ot^pS  worthy  fb 
expenfive  2cci  cmbarka^ion^j  befides  tlje  French 
have  many  battalions  on  that  Ifland,  fo  that 
tinlcfs  we  could  pertainly  have  been  joined 
by  a  great  number, of  the  inhabitants,  we 
mufl:  there  alio  have  failed  of  fuccefs. 

Martinico  we  could  all  eagerly  wifli  for, 
but  the  dijdance  with  fq  fmall  proyifloq,  |and 
hazarding  the  flower  of  ,our  troops  fq  f^ir  a^ 
'broad,  and  our  (hips  biding  all  unfheathe^j  s^ 
the  worms  in  that  climate  would  have  ever  af- 
ter  rendered  them  unfit  for  fervice,  this  tlwrc- 
fore  could  not  bear  even  a  plaufible  9f^^rr 
ancc.    .  .        I   ^ 

Thus  while  we  were  tofTed  ab^mt^in  the 
^  ocean,  were  our  thoughts  and  judgi^tfotf  oa 

the  tack  to  find  out  this  grand  political  g^cv 
.  num»    But  as  the  lift  of  (hips  akeady  ma^e 
,  publick  have  been  deficient,  I  (hall  here,  fct 
^  ihem  down  at  large,  with  the  number  of  in- 
fantry, Jight  horfe,  &c» 


Slnps  9f  the  Une!    <  * 

Gmt: 

Royal  George  ■  ^     lit 

Namor  /  ^\  QO 

Ncptonc,  Admiral  Kiiowler,  ted.  divifibn   90 
RamiBW,  Admiral  Hawke,  bWdivifion"'  00 

Magnaniffie  ,    .    oO 

Barfleur  — "'     '"       '    ^0 

Erificefs  Amelia,  Admiral  Brodcrick,  White 

dmuoh   '  ^  " ..,    oo 

Rb^lWilltom  "  84 

"Tarbay  '■ ■*         .    '''  ■"''        74 
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Dublifl  —             .— .    •;.       74 

Dunkirk  -1— U                 60 

'Aihdk     •■  ■•■  —  '   •    ■'—■'_         ■    -60 

Aletde       '    ■  '  '       '  *  — ;        -  64 

Hercules  — r           -  —           ^ 

A<^iUes  —           —           60 

Effe*.     .  —      .  —  —  64 

Jafon  etnployed  as  a  traofport  to  the 

.     Ba£&  ''-*'.         —  40 
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jvirc  Drake 


r-» 


tntcf  Cutter. 
«nb  Tender. 


>JWf:..  -•  •  • 

Jgieft^rficld  man  of  war,  to  r^pe^t  ggnak. 
BpftilUon.  ... 

.  J^ijrcupmc.  .  ' 

l^interbury  Buls 
jventry.     _^ 
letis,  Hofpital  Shi 
^uthampton,  who  on  faking  a  prtzi^^jvM^ 
forced  to  return  to  F' 


1      *^  *  **■•••% 


ktfVHMM^I*«^ 


f  r  t'^     *'  3k 


'*t'ranfportr'55,  contra^bd  for,  frorfi  Ati^aft  ' 

"^P  ^757^  ^^  January  2o  1758,  Witfr  ^6b    .  » 

'^thona,  oFc^ble  to  each  tr^nfpqrtj^  lilifcing 

^15,006  ton^at  thirteen  ihilUngS  perjtotxeadh 

month ;  100  ton  of  gun  powder  in  tbe'artil'- 

lery  5  1 100  ton  to  each  regiment ;  the  tranf* 

"potts  had  con  traded  not  to  go  to  Anieric^, 

Eaft  Indies,  or  coaft  of  Africa  ;   the  govern^ 

ment  to  pay  for  all  captures  of  (hips  taken 

by 
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Ifen  battalions.  .7ba  eacK  ccOtopleit  ^(^dd 
Twa  battalions  of  maruics^  yi?.  Effing-'. 
^     Kani Vand ^tcw^rt^s  ''       \^  ^ '  '"ip 
di»e  ttpogVJfe^^  «  '    '    ^-^ 

«        * 
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And  as  perfons,  unacquamtea  with  ica.^f^ 
iwrs^  n»»jf  have  ypry  imperfect  iqeas^of  the 
freight'  an^  ^4iJ^cqlty.of  coiicju AiAgtd  fatgcli 
jpeet^  eij^i^l||r  in  to  bazargpvs  a.parf  as  toe 
channci^f  and  tie  tay  9J*  -6rf<»y  ;  t^oie  wfeo 
wonkl  gain  ^  mQre  diltina:  information..  I 
womd  rjekr  to;  the  orders,  fules  and  fighals. 
which  ^rf  jj^inted  by-u^e  Admiralty,  "t^"  H^ 

bark^tions.  . 

.i4finq%B  f^P  ^J«^ttl  ^  hawn^a  .of  .wiiicis, 
«)ck%i»(!id  WAy<^>  in  tlN^  bpi^ecoi23  dcmcn]^ 
»f)tbi}ig]g)VM  a  more.  &clingf  d<wnoni(lrgtio^ 
^,4fae;di%t)ky  o^  nav^ttng  a  largp  ilee^ 
tfatD^be  ho^tily  pcfil  of  fgjiling  foul  upon'boc 
SApthf^,  a  fevere  inftance  we  like  to  have  ex- 
porienccd  tbig  day»  being  the  ninth  of  Sep-* 

tcmber. 


ttiJter;  ^hch-*^  ^©  iirtcrprfilidflf 
tain  man  of  Drar  falling  bfetweeh-  ttft  and^ano^ 
thet  tranfport,  we  were  in  the  utmoft  danger 
of  being  fent  to  thc^bbttom  ^  this  man  of  war 
bai^'d  us  to  get  cpt  of  his  way,  which  was 
readily,  complied'  witH,  by  our ynavigatiM; 
caotain'^at  the  helih,  but  noibonerTiatf.  hfs 
^fs  opened  jhe  prolpcd^;,  bu^  a  tranfport,^^^ 
^ead  of  this  man  of  *  war,  jn-efcritiJd^her^lf 


mcanjj  lifeo^  yet,aV  ihe  was  'iq.  full  fcil,  could 
pot  be  prevented^*  t^^  us  toJrDti  full  orf 
l^is  brpadfidc ;  Iuc3iijy  for  liiih  his  Gpeeniand 
|oat  wks  ^a(hca'^o^  Aat ;fidd'oiV'%hkh  wtf 
fcll^ll  which  bcjin|  cfuljieil  tQ^j)fecfes,  took  off 
^rcaf'part  of  tic  ^eight  of  oUr  Veffel,  othef^ 
wifi^^wdTOuft:havc  bulged'  lfn''hW  fidfe,  fplJt 
oiir  own  fhip,  ana  inevitably  f6hk ;  them 
both-    .  .:  .: 

*  ^We  hurry  ahd  conftifion  in  holfc  crews 
was'  inexprcffibte;'  !bme  ftunftc*  with  feaf 
ftood  ftupid,  tx^&ihg-  every  minute  to  be 
committed  to  the 'wiives,  others  calling  out 
for  boats  to  take  us  iftto  thi  adjoMiing  (hips; 
others  fwearmg  at  the  faildrs;  the  Ibldiiera 
lioWevBr  did  great  lervice,  for  tho*  our  bow* 

fprl( 
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fprit  Wa?  clofely  entangled  in  their  fails,  arid 
each  fhip  Impetuoufly  bolting  up  by  a  red-  ' 
procal  impulfe,  as  if  mechanically  longing  to 
devour  one  another  5  t^ey  catch'd  up  with 
a  rare  prefencJe  of  mind,  fomc  long  poles 
and  handfpokes,  which  darting  with  al^ 
force  againft  the  oppofite  (hip,  flem'd  off 
their  fury,  and  we  foon  got  difentagled,  tho' 
not  without  loiing  our  bowfprit,  and  fome  of 
our  i^QTctsdU  5  ■  I  can't  help  obferving, 
what,  both  crews  can  tefti^,  that  the  wind 
blew  very  hard  when  iirft  they  met^  but 
a  very  gentle  breeze  fucceeded  for  half 
an  hour,  in  which  time  we  got  entirely 
clea^. 

Nor  was  this  theeffed  of  imagination,  but 
vifible  to-thofe  in  the  greateft  hurry,  as  well  ai 
others  who  flood  as  idle  ipedators,  for  which 
we  may  thank  providence,  for  preferying  us 
from  the  Jaws  of  the  deep.  I  mud  alfo  re^* 
mark^  that  though  the  man  of  war  was  the 
occafion .  of  the  accident,  that  might  have 
proved  fatal  to  us  both ;  yet  he  failed  away 
as  i^noDncerned  as  if  nothing  had  happened, 
though  he  afterwards  faid,  he  thought  one 
or  both  muft  be  funk,  or  to  damaged  as  not 
rb  be  able  to  get  to  England^  yet  neither 

^  did 
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did  be  ^od  eut  hk  boat;  or  ^er  tli^  )i^ 

;*fli|lapcc ;  jTp  Uttle  r?g«ird  wjgis  had  to  the 
Jives  of  thi»c  buqdr^jj  fowls  m  hi?  Ms^fif- 
ly's  fcryicp. 

I^cjct  mowing  hcjvRg;Sq;:(^temhpr  ipth,  vrfi 
repaked  our  fails  ai\d  r^§ging^  wj^d  jpp^j^c  t!\p 
j)eftoi  ovir  j/^ay;  heipig,  ^cprdiog  joHadr 
Icy's  quadjant,  lat,  59^  I'^japcJ  oujt  .9f  %btf 
at  thiref  o'clock,  j^^.  »/•  being  abput  fw.^ 
leagues  jifterp  of  the  fleet.  The  Coventry 
m^n  of  war  was  difpatched  do^n  (o  jus^ 
who  (poke  tp  our  Captain  to  hjiften  up  xo 
the  fleet;  wjio  alfo  ^ Hailed  fi  D.utch  (hip  and 
fpTOe  other  tranfports  ^ftejn  of  w;^  ^bout 
five  a  cutter  came  down  and  bodied  in  a 
^ailioajite  .manper  our,  nayig^tjn^  Capl^n  ; 
ailing  bim  the  .r?afon  wliy  hip  w^s  fo  tp.uqh 
jfte^rn,  was  anfwered,  wcpiakeall  the^il 
we  can,  no  time  is  l6ft;  at  fix  o'clock, 
another  pian  pf  war  camp  down  to  ns,  zn^ 
fajd,  ^  be  Admiral  is  very  angry  ypu  are  Jo 
tnucp  afiern  ;  this  cyer^ipg  the  yrhple  fleet  lay 
to,  being  nparlhc  Cafkcts,  waipng  ti^  ^c  an4 
ptbcr  traijifpor^ts  caq[ie  up  with  them. 

I  ith  pf  ^ptepihierj.off'Plymoyth^^Iipoft  1^ 
ibe  center  of  the  fleet,  near  Aflpd.  Knpwlcs. 
WtbeNcptttoe,   wbp  command^  .jh?  , mi 

.  divi^ 


called  to  us  to  get  out  df  ihi  ^fi  (ivid 
«*clbck,'  viry  fi«ir,  Aiamittifrta^kc,  witlf 
ftf^  cutters  ot.  teAdfers  abbuY  Kihi,  wiu'df  N*. 
W.  odf  &lp  making  ^eft  j  t6n  o^lofclt  fill.: 
ed  by  th6   fittOiip  PTuto;  twelve  tfciocjcj 
fat;  4«<^  56' /^r  f)aVls's  quadraiDt,\  the  kamiU 
Ifes  aWYigfide,  fb  dfec'p  a  aifei  nW,  befriig  o^ 
Ediftone  light  houfe,   and  towards  the  cbaft 
of  #ran<ie,    th^t  forty-five  boats  Had  in  tpyp 
a  man  of  wai*  wlib  was  going^to  fpeak  with 
a  ifeij^*  in  ^i^t,   having  two  cutter?  pr  tcn- 
S^t^'  With  heV.  flak  laying  to  thcle  fpw  houpj 
^'is'  undoubtedly  virell  judged",  tor  try  bowf 
the  wind  would   fetde,  b^qw  we  enter- 
jcd  into  the  Bay,r  and  i\^  to  have  a  ^ktle 
hiodh.   and  axnufe' the  French  ic9uts>  who> 
tfiefe^y  might  be  kept  in  iufpeqie  whether 
^^  acfigheJ  for  6reftf  OrienK  ,0/   fo)cb8v 
br^'  as  aub  ta  know  what  the  Sou|(h^ptpi^ 
iad  done^  Wndwas  difpatched  qfffromt]^ 
ftiEiet  in  purllilt  as  above  ;  and  >  would  it  not 
been  ^culpable  .to >iaiL  away  frqm;  him  wida 
the  whole,  before  we  knew;  the  event  of  ttMl 
adion  ? 

September  la^th,  fix  o'clock i  wind  N.  E. 
AiU  fay  by,  and  the  Admiiral's  figoal  ordered 
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no  (kvp  to  go  a  bead  o^  him,  SuJl  hearing^ 
up  to  land,  wind  fair. .  ,.  * 
*.  Septeqajppi:  13th,  a  frcih  ^alc  of  wind  to 
S..  5r  E.  paflcd  ,Liza,rd  pojnt  about .  four 
o'clock,  a*  ^  m.  ^  Another  tranfport  came,  foaji 
upoi>  us,  bgroke  oiir  boat,  lafhed  to  th?  Ice-? 
tvard  fide^  but  did  us  no  farther  damage  t 
lat.  49''.i9  alongfide  of  Admiral  Brodcrick^ 
flag  white.         \  ,    ' 

'  The  whple  fleet  novyr' failing  large,  ftretch- 
jpg  as  fair '^s  fight  could  difcern^  made  a  moft 
gallant  appearance  on  the  qccaa,  tJtitfuperb^ 
fiefs  of  t|ic  men  of  war,  with  their  little 
Tmacks,  tendgrs,  and  cutters  argund,  waiting 
orders ;  the  terror  of  the  bomb* ketches,  fri- 
gates, and  fiVefhipSj  t;^e  ftudious  obfervance 
of  the  tranfporte  to  their  Admirars  fignalsahd 
Imotions,  juft  entering  the  turbulent  Bay  oJF 
Bifcay,  nevfer  before  witnefs  of  fo  finq  a 
Hcet  at  this  feafon,  Aruck  the  mind  with  a 
folcmn  rcyerehcc  to  the  Almighty  Ruler,of  all 
events,  whfchcbti'd  not  be  equally  felt  by  any 
"tnind,  but  wb6fe  eyes  added  1  fympathizing 
fcnfetion  of  the  horrors '  oi'  War,  and  God's 
wonders  ifr' the  deep. 

What  yet  added  to  its  magnificence,  was 
at  this  very  hour   Captain  Gilchpft    in  xhfi 
-  'I  ^  -  *  South-t 
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Soutbamptoib,  came  up  again  to  itt,  his  fails 
and  riggiAg  modf  fhattered,  fbllowed  by  a 
Prencii  prize, ;  Eogliih  yitk  hoifi^  above 
the  French  colours  red ;  tht^  French  frigate 
of  ^6  guiis'  and'  aoo  picked  men,  being  a 
prime  failpr,  was  fent  out  to  watd)  liic  meh 
tioQ/Of  our  fleet;  but  &Uing'  in  the  caliar^ 
and  not  having  equal  number  c^  boats  to  tow 
her,  the  Southampton  came  up  whh  her^ 
:wbo  at  firft/made  a  feint  of  (heicring  <^$ 
Captain  Gilchrift,  was  at  breakfaft,  and 
cooly  ordeted  his  men  to  breakfaft  alio,' 
pnaking  off, :  gave  him  time  to  prepare,  and 
the  Frepchfuan  crowding  all  his  £u1,  ea« 
gerlyi  p^rfued^  when  the  Southampton  laying 
iQy  to  receive  him ;  never  was  there  a  more  rOi^ 
folu):e  ^qgagement  for  twenty  minutes,  the 
officers  of  the  French  were  all  killed,  two 
of  tbeip  by  the  fa  toe  (hot  of  a  blunderbufs, 
by  Captain  Gilchrift's  own  hand ;  the  men 
fought  each  other  with  handfpokes;  and 
when  the  French  had  ftruck,  what  remain- 
jpd  were  fo  able  feamen,  that  they  derided  the 
xneaii  appearance  of  ours,  though  their  con* 
.querors,  The  Southampton  received  fo  much 
damage  in  this  a£tion,  ^  that  (he  was  obliged 
to  return  to  England  tp  repair, .   This  is  the 

fecond 
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Hin^'hfhKtiufMUy.  .       ■  '  '  ^-  '  , 

i;  Abdut;fear,  /kviau  |he  Adffidftil:  holft^  ^ 
•vfittBirtlaij^  >«iid^gd«D  flbe  jftgwil  i^  oli«  giiS^ 
,«iMh:stfas  ahfiMii^b^iflhQUM^illWil  of  tl9ilH 
fiidKybore^imtofhiiirlKfqA^liewiftiv  diflfl^ 
jlikkkt  jtelurai  feon^  lookfiig.  «ifiMr  Ihtf  Soal!^ 
^iKiptSifj,)  cir;td)bfiniit  tlie  MtvaiiXiX  the'4jK 

,lb«h6i$^ft)riai»;  CajiCainYotJii^,  it^  Ibelti^ie 
llr«ul^  t»^  dtpKukr  for  •  Off:  to\pieit .  «K|t'  «f '  lift 

iW»*gjwd.ratfri.b3P  fteaiog  befv»«9tt  f^'^aHi 
^^rt»pleaft  ftiif  aecidem:fllo»kir  ^\il€bf]sehli 
Alk9n  ^  i!  i&ilii.  mftonc^  whfdh  I-  vvHIf  ifti^Kt 
^fccdmb  eiekraplapy;.  dfpW(teHy'v(rhch  confiff- 
AOfrivriA  tHerhdnoorpfftfit'^ag^  WWa-Ril 
I'fifcfli  gale  fifre  khdts  fefhtk^,  ■'  ' 

-•  SeptemfciMT  i4*h;  A  *h«b»  lofe  ^jd'  dfeid 
itflnb,.  tlntf  /rfbirai  kepp  iSririg'  g^n^S  ^i,^ 
houTy  .to!  Itrf  tho=  fleet  fcflo^lf  \^  ftJWadh: r  drtM 
Aipnaffo^  bwapdtutti^,  rtilif  MB,-  or'riacfe 

'        '  foul 
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■  A  %.^U9  in  ■»  ^Dqit  lest*  JO  whin^i-this 
^tt  of  ic  Bay  is  vc?y  4»J?j«j3;j  m  ?s  wsH-dJi^. 
^rqipabiff  as  terrible,  7^$  it  not  .^ene)i;»^j  as 
j>royide.pse  .h^  Qr4#ifwJ.  the  air  ^o  be  ftil|, 
yfWfih  is  tl»e  Dataral  x;au|(e  of »  fpg,  «i«,  4Jhp 
;pHffCjpcy.of  ^h(e  air tiqngiloppQd i^ga^c^i^p. 
Id^  of  the  v^ppffrp  RxhiMe4  by  thieiiw/twott74 
bp  peiipt  toinoipo^e  tp  |;oiiiie-a  njMDikiiBr  (tip 
/bip9  io  iCQOpaoy  wiith  ,o«e  »QOth^«  wi^i 
no  pbTery^tiopi  ^ao  .be  fi>kfia  of  the  ^(e^Fidi^g 
Jpvit  uo,dor  «{mrehw^  lof  «-vory  h^mr  fa^jsi; 
upon  ixk]^  MeiTela,  iht.A»ffay's  wpJka  AKerjuig 
ia,  wrqo^  copirre,  or  be  fqp^rated  <n;Hi(i  i^qs 
(^)ini,  }iet-  no;t  «ble  Xq  fha  We  6»pp(^  jQiiw> 
C^yes  not  fat  fcocn  .U4)ant  point,  bu^  not  cf^ 
t9An  >  hut  luckily  haA)iagx^ne<of  A4m*H»vv^» 
(;j».Uers^  we  ji{kie4  what  .course  he  Ae«^ 
)«bf»  aftfiyened,  S.WJpy  W.  Thus  wf  j^Kieiip^ 
^d  ac^ajuxtetl  ^i  (hips  we  he^4  q^  i)^ 
w^i^h  {^revputed  many  (eparnUoDf^^gp^l^ 

round  us.  .       *  . 

Septem^c  1 5th. .  the  fo^  »  ]^ttjle.4«it|e4 
fap,  .x;lofe  in-with  the  ^eet,  and  n^r.-tj^p  ^dr 
inical.  tl^  ringif)g  qf  jvJhoJfe  bdJlJ!,  awi  .wfji^ 
.  ;^         ^    ■  '     tling 
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tUng*  of  the  bokf wains,  we  could  plainly 
hear;  ten  o'clock  a  (ignal  from  the  Admirstl 
to  bring  to.  ■  ■■  Here  it  may  be  noted,  that 
this  day  the  firft  orders  for  landing  were  if- 
fued  out,  which  in  fo  large  a  fleet,  cou'd  not 
be  done  without  much  time,  efpecially  as 
the  weather  was  yet  veryha^y ;  had  it  been 
later  on  the  day,  the  expedlcd  return  of  the 
fog  towards  evening  would  have  rendered  ft 
impoflible  for  the  agents  to  difperfe  to  the  fe- 
verat  commanders,  or  adjutants  to  their  fepa- 
rate  corps  thefe  orders,  and  no  time  fo  pro- 
per, efpecially  as  both  Admiral  Brbdcrick 
and  Knowles  had  been  feparated  by  the  fog. 
Lat.  48^  one  o'clock,  afignal  for  all  Cap- 
tains of  men  of  war  to  go  aboard  the  Ad- 
miral; two  o'clock  Admiral  Knowles  and 
Broderick,  with  twelve  fhips  of  their  divi- 
fions,  joined  us,  who  in  the  preceding  night 
had  (leered  weilward,  and  thereby  loft  fight 
of  the  reft  of  the  fleet.  Very  hazy,  —a  man 
4>{  war's  boat  hail'd  us  to  know  of  the  WiU 
liam  and  Mary,  on  board  which  (hip  was  the 
Clptain  of  the  train,  Mr.  Yorkc.  A  cut- 
ter alfo  had  in  tow  two  men  of  war's  boats, 
vnth  two  adjutants  on  board,  who  could  not 
find  their  own  (hips  till  eleven.    Very  ha- 
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zy  weather,  yet  no  figoals  from  the  Admi^ 
ral  was  heard  by  us,  which  made  us  oot 
know  what  courfe  to  fleer,  fearing  to  lay 
too  near  the  French  coaft. 

Septifmber  the  i6th,  Aill  hazy  mornings 
half  an  hour  paft  five  o'clock  a  fignal  of  ten 
guns  from  Admiral  Hawke,  anfwered  by 
Admiral  K  -—  and  B — ;  at  fix  a  fignal  of 
one  gun.  —  Cleared  up  a  little,  all  the  fleet 
around  us  fleering  S.  S.  W.  the  lieutenants 
of  men  of  war  ordered  on  board^  and  th6 
Agent's  fignal,  ordered  all  maflers  of  tranf^ 
ports  on  board  him:  this  hour  (eleven  o'clock) 
tbe  Royal  William  and  Coventry  men  of 
war  failed  by  us,  we  hardly  kept  clear  of 
them,  they  crofling  our  courfe,  going  off  in 
purfuit  of  a  French  man  of  war,  who  proba^ 
bly,  fell  in  with  our  fleet  in  the  thick  fog; 
and  took  the  firfl  opportunity  after  he  pef-^ 
ceived  his  miflake,  to  fneak  off  if  poffible 
undifcovered  ;  fo  that  it  was  a  mark  rather  of 
a  bad  look  out  in  the  Frenchman,  but  not  fo 
of  our  fleet,  when  for  forty  eight  hours,  we 
could  not  fee  our  own  bowfprit.  Latitude 
47^  41',  our  land  ofHcer  went  to  receive  the 
general  orders  from  his  commander,  whidh 
as  they  are  already  in  every  paper,  I  think  it 

E  un- 
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unneceffary  here  to  infcrfr  thern ;  he  then  alfo 
-brought  with  him,  fpecial  orders  for  his  re- 
giment 5  which  as  they  contain  in  Britifli 
ftylc,  a  Grecian  fpirit,  I  hope  the  liberty 
of  inferting  them  without  leave  will  be  ex- 
cufede 


Regimental  orders  to  the 


regiment. 


?*  The  major  is  fo  convinced  of  the  zeal  of 
^*  the  captains,  that  he  knows  many  re- 
••  peated  orders  on  thepr^fentpccafion-unnc* 
I*  ceffary. 

*^  It  may  not  be,  however,  improper  to  ex- 
^*  plain  to  the  foldiers,  the  fatal  confequehccs 
**  of  ftrayingccver  fo  little  in  queft  of  plunder  5 
**  it  is  next  to  a  certainty  they  will  fall  ignof 
f *  bly  by  the  bands  of  the  country  people, 
**  or  if  they  fliould  efcape,  they  may  depend 

upon  fuf&ring  death  imnbiediately,  as  difo* 

beyers  of  military  orders. 
^    •*  TJie  fotdiers  of  the  >  ■  regiment, 

**  cannot* be  ignorant, of  the  high  reputation 
**  they  have  acquired  in  peace,  for  obedience, 
*•  attention  and  expcrtncfs  in  arms,  and  con* 
•**  fequently  they  muft  be  fenfible,  how  great 
A*  things    the   captain  general   and   all  the 

mi- 
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^^  military  part* of  the  nation  expef^  ffx)tn 
**  them. 

"  The  major  takes  the  liberty  to  aflure 
**  themj  that  they  are  able  to  fight  any  bat- 
'^  talion  upon  earth ;  ^nd  he  is  anfwerable 
*•  that  it  will  not  be  a  combat  of  five  mi- 
^*  nutes^  between  this  battalion  and  the  beft 
"  in  F^rancc  —  whether  the  affair  is  decided 
**  by  fire  or  bayonet^  which  laft  method 
**  when  pradicable,  is  always  to  be  pre- 
^*  ferred. 

•*  As  the  foldiers  arc  to  take  but  one 
**  charige  of  linnen  a-fhore  with  them,  it 
'*  will  be  proper  they  fhift  themfclves  be- 
**  fore  they  difembark. 

^*  The  foldiers  to  carry  gtogram  in  their 
**  canteens,  in  proportion  of  three  waters 
"  to  one  brandy^  this  they  are  not  to  drink, 
•*  till  they  have  abfolute  neceffity,  as  it  is 
**  poffible  the  wells  and  fprings  may  be  fioi* 
**  foncd  by  the  enemy  :  the  men  are  therc- 
**  fore  to  be  cautioned  not  to  drink  water  till, 
"  they  are  ac(Juainted  it  is  fafe.  One  tent 
'*  and  two  blankets  to  be  packed  together, 
^*  two  men  without  any  knapfacks,  of  the  eight 
**  in  a  tent,  their  things  are  to  be  carried  by 
"  their  comrades". 
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This  morning  alfo  the  colonel  of  the  fame 
regiment  (a  brave  and  experienced  officer) 
gave  a  fenfible  and  pathetick  exhortation  to 
his  foldiers. 

"  We  are  now  going,  my  lads,  to  engage 
**  with  an  enemy,  which  though  not  equal 
in  valour,  yet  artful  and  fubtle;  what  they 
cannot  execute  by  force,  will  endeavour  to 
effedt  by  flratagem  and  craft.  You  have 
been  excellently  forewarned  by  your  mapr, 
**  againfl  the  fatal  confequcnces  of  flraying 
"  from  camp,  and  let  me  remind  you,  that  I 
**  have  known  and  feen  the  French  ufc  the 
•'  artifice  of  flrewing  bottles  of  their  wine,. 
"  nay  whole  cafks  often  poifoned,  to  entice 
**  and  tempt  our  foldiery  to  intoxicate  them- 
"felves,  when  they  defpaired  of  repel- 
"  ling  the  Britifti  prowefs  by  any  other  me- 

**  thod. 

**  I  don't  doubt  the  gallant  behaviour  of 
"  my  regiment,  which  has  fb  often  fignalizcd 
"  itfelf  on  emergent  occafions,  being  confi- 
**  dent  you  will  all  behave  like  men  and  fol- 
**  diers ;  but  let  me  redouble  the  caution, 
"  beware  of  this  fnare  in  your  marches  or 
**  counter-marches ;  and  as  drunkcnefs  is  the 
**  banc  of  all  order  and  difcipline  in  an  army, 

fo 
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*<  (6  now  in  particular,  might  it  ht  one  main 
**  obftacle  to  our  glory  and  fucccis  in  this 
**  momentary  expedition  j  I  hope  therefom 
*'  for  yoar  own  fakes,  for  the  honour  of  youf 
^^r  King  and  country,  and  me  in  particular, 
'*  you  will  avoid  all  appearance  of  being  fe^ 
"  duccd  from  your  duty,  either  by  this,  the 
**  hopes  of  plunder,  or  any  other  tcmptatioB 
**  that  may  be  thrown  in  your  way  to  invei- 
"  gle  you.  ^  You  are  led  on  by  officers  of 
"  known  courage  and  fidelity,  who  love  yoa 
^  well,  who  have  never  failed  rcwardbg  the 
*^  good,  or  difcountenancing  the  bad,  let  me 
"  reft  affured  therefore  that  you  will  do  me 
**  credit  as  your  commander^  byavigorousex- 
<<  ecution  and  refolute  obedience  to  our  com*- 
"  mands.  Above  all  let  me  earneftly  ex- 
*'  hort  you  to  a  compadi  union,  and  fteady 
•«  connexion,  in  bravely  exerting  your  power 
*'  with  the  bayonet  in  the  time  of  attack  ^ 
"  not  to  fwerve  from  rank,  nor  wander  at 
**  any  time  from  camp  in  hopes  of  plunder^ 
**  by  which,  and  the  Divine  affiftance,  we 
^^  (faall  be  able  to  vindicate  a  good  caufe,  a« 
*^  gainft  fo  perfidious  and  treacherous  ati  enc« 
**  myj  and  return  home  with  the  applaufeof 
II  our  own  hearts,  having  done  all  in  our 

1  **  power 


**  power  for  the  fervide  of  our  good  and  grat- 
<«  cious  fovereign,  and  our  dear  and  native 
*'  country,  fo  much  dreaded,  envied  and  co- 
^«  veted,  by  that  very  enemy  you  are  noT^ 
^*  going  to  engage. 

Seventeenth  a  calm  morning,  the  fleet  ?lU 
together,  fleering  E.  by  S.  Lat.  47^  3.  by 
Davis's  quadrant,  and  47®  o.  by  Hadley's, 
wmd  S* 

We  now  judged  the  defcent  intended  upon 
Rochfort  and  Rochelle,  in  order  to  deftroy 
the  king's  dock  at  the  iirfl,  and  hurt  their 
trade  by  diftreffing  the  laft.  Which  natu- 
rally led  us  into  various  reflexions  and  ob- 
iervations  on  thofe  parts,  as  far  as  our  fea 
charts  on  board,  and  our  knowledge  could 
lead.  And  being  now  in  the  center  of  that 
mountainous  boifterous  bay  of  Bifcay, 
fhould  a  ftrong  weft,  or  north  weft  wmd 
happen  to  take  us,  this  glorious  ^eet  wonld 
be  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  daflied  to 
pieces  on  the  French  coaft,  vvhich  would  be 
a  lofs  irreparable  to  the  nation ;  therefore  the 
very  enfuring  an  fembarkation,  where  men, 
fhips,  provifion,  ammunition,  hofpital  ftores, 
&c*  &c.  could  not  be  accounted  of  Icfs  value 
than  ten  millions,  befides  the  fate  of  England 

if 
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if  fuch  difafter  fhould  befal  us,  made  Q8 
debate  whether  Rochefort  and  Rochelle 
were  objedls  worthy  the  expence  and  ha- 
zard incurred  in  fo  dangerous  a  part  <^ 
the  ocean  j  many  mafters  of  tranfports,  and 
feafaring  men,  declaring,  that  had  they 
known  the  voyage  was  into  the  Bay,  no  con- 
(idei;ation  ihould  have  prevailed  with  them 
to  have  contra<3:ed  with  the  government  as 
tranfports. 

With  Arid  attention,  we  next  fell  to  exa-^ 
mine  the  beft  fea-cbarts,  viz.  Collinses, 
Halley's,  and  the  charts  of  Paris,  and  were 
difagreeably  furprized  to  fee  them  all  agree, 
that  the  foundings  up  the  river  to  Rochefort, 
not  exceed  at  ebb  two  fathom,  in  fome 
parts  one  and  a  half,  water,  we  thence  con- 
cluded with  reafon,  that  the  three  deckers 
could  be  of  no  manner  of  fervice,  nor  could 
the  bombketches  or  firefhip^  be  fuppofed  to 
tide  it  up  a  rapid  and  ftrait  river,  lined  with 
forts,  cur  vings,  and  other  annoyances,  where  if 
but  one  (hip  was  funk,  either  by  the  fire  of 
the  forts,  or  by  other  accident,  (he  would  re- 
tard roe  reft  from  moving  up  or  down  j  eigh- 
teen foot  water,  or  three  fathom,  is  the  Icaft 

any  (hip  with  weight  of  metal,  &c.  can  ven* 

ture 
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4flire  up  an  eqemy's  river.  ^ — To  wbatpurpofe 
ji^n  were  thefe  ijiips  pi  <he  lin?  fcnt,  where 
joctnayal  force  to  epgage  on  the  feas  could 
.t)C  expcded,  they  furely  were  an  incHm- 
tirftncet  wberie  they  cpxxld  not  af^ft  in  any 

iittack. ,.    .  ...» 

. .  As  fi>r  Rocbdky  wo  found  it^u^nled  with 
a  fend  at  ebh-T-djry—rib  that  even*  bomb-*- 
loBtdb  fiould  not .  approach*  near,  enough  to 
bombard  it ;  what  therefore  could-  wc  now 
^xped»  when  we  with  reafon  apprehended, . 
tj«yt  iu>,  fhip  of  force,  could  cover— -that 
mrv^  (ft^^  army y  the  infantry's  landing,  nor 
bat^  fiw^tSj  either  inacceffible,  or  at  beft  op 
aftra^t  rapid  river,  where  they  muft  at  h4f 
fbb  laybroadfide,  qv  gn  ground^  at  the  mer* 
cy  of  the  enemy's  fire, 
-  September  19th,  a  rough  fea  and  great 
fwell  in  the  middle  of  the  fleet,  failing  three 
)u\ot^per  hour,  E.  by  fquth,  wind  N.  W. 
by  N.  lat.  46  25',  at  eight  this  eve,  the  Ad- 
.  miral  gave  a  fignal  of  eight  guns,  and  the 
whole  fleet  brought  too  all  that  night,  though 
afeirwind;  the  Royal  William  and^  Tor* 
b^y,  who  failed  off  in  purfuit  of  the  iTrench 
60  gun  (hip  up  the  river  to  Bourdeaux — nar* 
rowly  eff  apirjg  the  fands,  gave  put  the  chace  5 

they 
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thej  h^el  on'  board  the  only  pHot  who  k(teW 
(hiscdaft»  ^feic^  itiight  occafion  our  laying 
tOQ^  but  greatly  itta)-d^d  our  cotniitg  to  an* 
chor  in  the  Rdde  De  Pafqde. 

jgothf  ■  hyttik  ti^ook,  i,  league  a-Aern  of 
|li*Jle«t|Win4N.:E.  a  frefli  ^k^  which  r§fir 
dered  h  diffico^*  to  fetcli  Oleren  i  lat.  46  /> 
Oiespfi  four  leagues  *fputh-^«-»f^t£9Ur  p.  nti 
efpyed  land  ahead^  E*  S«  S.  feve^  lea^ies^ 
eight. at  n^ht  we  fiiw  a  light  h^u^^and  guns 
fire  from  the  Frei^ch  coaftj  225  betwfiea 
^fl]^  and  r^txHTt. .  It  |)eiog  a  ktiown  ^n^im 
in  PAeumatiidcs  FeTpe^ing  the  motion  ;of 
yg^t  and  foQnd,  that  found  moves  i(the  air 
being  equal)  about  one  tnilelq  tho  time  a  pK* 
fan  may  count  moderately  2  j;«^on  waterr^ 
but  Ms  on  land  ^  as  many  ohjtiifid  interpojfe 
on  0ie  furfi^e  o|,  the  earth,^  to  f fcfard  thtf 
undnktion  df  the  air — r-mOving  to  the  mc 
in  m  horizontal  liiie ;  fo  thai }  f dim  this  6br 
feryation»  wo  j.udged  oor^ies^  about  lix^ 
leagifes froni  Oleron: 

:  September  2 1,  in  fi^t  of  land^  the  tower 
or  >ight  houfe,  on  the  nOTtR  point  of  Oieron 
jfland^  abot^t  tlvo  iekgues  diftahf^  a  cudef 
hfklled  us  not  to  go  ahead  of  the  Admifara 
fhip,  S^vea  b'ck)Ck  wind  N.  and  by  £.  Ad^ 
ptr^l  Knowlcs,   who  ^was  to  command  the 

F  firft 
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£rft  diviiion  in  foil  (ail,  tnkking  towani 
land;  ekveo,  a  gun  fifed  by  Adnu  Hawke, 
uniwered    by-  Admiral  -  iC  f  %«    ano^ 

ther  fignal  to  tack,  about  half  paft  ^defen; 
three  goiis  "fired  by  AdmimV  Hawke,-  and 
the  bloody  Aig,  or  &g  of.  deiiante  fadiAecl 
on  the  i6tatd{>iB2tft«-h«isd  $  f^^^tve,'  llhe  Hag 
fuddcnfy  tak«trdowR,  bdfig  hoifted  ly^tb^ 
Captaiii  ^thoot  knowledge  of  the  Admi^ 
tal,  wh6  iwras- laid  td  exj^rcls  great  irdfeit* 
inent  at  thid  being  done^lthoiit  ordersi  Aflii 
ftiifiil  'Kliewles  comifig  up  as  if  to  Pf^al^ 
>!*ith  Adihir&liHawke,  both  bearing  doWK 
to  *  each  other  j  -  then  Admiral  KiioWlc^ 
feemad  to  wear  as  if  going  into  thefobd^' 
Botaf  tvv<>  c^dOck.we  fhortened  foil,  accord^ 
ing  to  AdmWjil  Hawke,  who  ^ was  nWlMng 
buttopfails,  -and  four  ftayMs  clofe  in -Ijeifid 
i--^nd  ftiortly  after  lay  too,  Ad:  K.  tx«iking 
full  fail,  ^U  the  land  officers,  m  by  6nk» 
pf  I  5th,  tihe  ibldiocs  pravtfion^  arwisi  auS 
ammunition,  being  put  up  ireadyi  aAd  :08r4 
pofling  to  hnd.that  night,  at  eighto'ckx^k 
]6»  were.aH*  in  full  fail  going  .^  in  betwein 
fiheerand  Oleron;  bat  Adm.  K.  Hmg  a  gun^ 
«nd  usaking  a  tack,  we  aU  came :  to  andior 
about  fcvcn,  />,  «•-  near  tl»  ifle  of  Rhee, 

win^ 


[    35    1 

r  2ad;  ^  fams  *  o'clocfc  in  the'lnorAing, 
Aim.  K«  iaiM :  by;  <  liami)Qiocks  up,  ikiU 
croadiad,  a»|idy  tt>  ^cog^gc,  at'  oigltt^  we  ali 
wetghod/^D^hoiV  dnil  ^iled  between  the 
Kknifartof  Rheeiand  Qleron,  into  a  .&ie  bajr^ 
eidtedinthextbiKts  Rode  DePi^fue-,  cxpods^ 
iag/a^wv  that  haviog.'the  day  befiwus^  the 
firft  divifitn  wooU  Juve  dcared  all  ob« 
fladbp^^  aqd  nothvif.  woixU  have  itttairded  onp 
attnnpt  of  landkg  that  night  tt  faitheft; 
\3H%^  idoiKr  were  come  into,  the  onter  of 
dte^fpad^  which  is.fo  fine  a  hay^  as  50a 
ih|{»,in^ht  lafely.ride^  than  atnine^^^.  m.  a 
%Hd  was  given  tpcaft  anchor,  we  iboaded^ 
afid  fomnd  23  fathom  water^  agreeable  tQ  tha 
charG»  before  cited,  where  a  iintis  from  dif- 
fy:cnt  currents  meeting  like  a  vortex,  tender* 
^oufrftatton  the  deepeft  water  in  this  fpiEu:!- 
ot»  harbour.  We  were  about  two  leagues  frooi 
Rochelk^  which  appeased  by  the  churches^ 
m<maAeries,  and  convents,  a  large  and  popu- 
lous cktfy  and  were  within  fight  of  the  fand 
dryfal^b,  which  giraxds  it  from  afiiddea 
furprife  of  being  bonibaoded  by  kH.  AU  the 
reft  .of  the  day  and  iught  we  remained  at 
anchor^  not  a'  little  anxious  at  this  delay. 

F  2  23d, 
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the  man  at  the  hdm  appearuig  upon  decl^^ 
till  he  came  within  fiAy  yards  of  the  bal^ 
tions'of  the  pLtndgs^  wli^n  he 'began  fi>fu- 
rioiisa  fire^  diot  the  Mon^eurs.  iaid  fome- 
thing  more  than*  man  muft  t^^onhdacd  that 
ihip4  4he  men  in.tfae  garriibii  were %ib  .much 
terrified^  that  moft  c^  them  clapped;  thenp?- 
ielves  down  onder  the  works^of  the  gamfon, 
.and'in  the  ditches^  nor  cpl^d  be  prevailed  on 
taibuld  to  thbir^glsnSy  which  obliged  the 
governor  to'ftrike  the  cotourB,'  tfnd  was'no 
iboner  ^done^  than  thtf  all  jmnped  itp»  taking 
fbuff^  dancing,  and  rejoicingi  as  if  t^ey  had 
^ined  aiviadry, 

The  garrifon  ceafing  fire,  fome  failorsand 
mariners  fkft  landed^  and  the  Jafon  with  the 
battalion  of  the  Buffs  in  boats,  took  poflfef* 
^n  of  the  iflaod.  There  being  onty  two 
marines  and  one  failor  killed  on  board  the 
.Mafgnahime,  and  one  man  killed  in  Ihe  gar- 
fifon,  by  a  ball  ^ancing  off  obliquely  oh 
hisbresift.  where  it,  remained  fixed  without 
force  to  penetrate  through  his  body. 

The  governor  on  our  taking  poflefiiofn,  fur- 
prifed  us  with  fayipg  to  this  effect,   ^^  Mef**  ^ 
iieurs,  —  we  exp^<3;ed  e're  now;  we  had  an 
account  of  your  iailiog  from  St.  Helen's  the 

7th, 
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7Ai,->wluditn^u$  remove  all  our  valuable 
cffeAsy^ithjit  ]tDii<ffrUl  «o9.fin4  but  a  poor 
iSrn^" '  Ibo-prindpal  eng^eee  met'  mth  e. 
cQU^QMiit,  i^tiiat   he^d    now  be^happjr, 

. '  vCbisgfoilv '  ^^  it  beea  <  csomploiled'aoQard- 

iQg.to  ^  i\^Abbaa*s  •  plan  of  militaiy  iirchL*i 

tiffyUfOf  MA  jQVCenfl  aimeft . finilbod •<--<»?{ 

migbt  have  given  us  pctA  troDble*  The  fofzn 

ppt«  Were  m^,'M>  ■,  tbclrcpropei:  heigbtv  but 

cMbiM^reftiwere  mt  yet  fix^dj  ..elie  pcxbafxi 

flSfi-EppiHhlfyf  •^~*^  pvfilkwmtQr  would  not 

bfiiw  vbopa..  blam'd;  .in  the  fo|t  waefitre 

hundred  foUiers  -an^  .  two  hwidi^ .-  ^«|<V9, 

yt^ino  dJTchi^rg^  of  muiqtietryi} jwhkh  ap  the 

IfyffUflixms  yri&  ^  npar,  might  >  have  g»f^t«» 

]||/|[{^poyed  our  marines  en  board;  in.th^ 

^Ifga  wese.lound  tjiwn^.gans,  eighteen 

pounders,  e^t.  tnor tars,  but  few  bcanbs 

w<ie.tbrDWO».  all  which,  were  either  taken 

away,  ^pr  rendered  ufelefs.    A  great  quaati|^ 

of  DQwder,  ball»  and  a^nqiunitipn  io  thejnaT 

gazine. 

.a4th,  ftill  ^t  apcbor,  wind  contrary  from 
going  up  the  •  river  to  Rpchcfprt:  Ninp  o% 
plock  .a  man  of  war's  boat,  ordered  us  to 
f^eigh,  ^d  make  between  the  Hamillies  and 

]Ro- 
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ml:rf MM^ ptr;Jigaai,  on .boftrd  ib«  RaiD&«» 
Uol..  Thtt  dftf  it  wi^  rqic»ctpd.ttiroiigh..t&tt 
|b9^  that  tfaeFrebth  badiceii^amiljr&ptBeD 
battalions  of  five  hoiidred  en^,  iifi^.  thittjr, 
tboo&nd  *£.*irdl  difiapIioBd  iniihiiiy  iAbat 
KisdiefortaildRochcUe;  ud  ihit^  Uft  iS«  ]of 
Fiance's  hoo&iotd  troo^»  weii«  ^dtiiing  ife^ 

tc^R0^fi>rti  " 

•-  %s^f  tXL  iksk  itaxiC^^&As  ^x^&iA  Cd  fill  «| 
d|i  Kr  :B«  4nd'of  the  Ifle  df  ^hxkt  a^d^il^ 
&iy  we  to^  lMit(8  !d^  fee-thd  ifliiid  tuid^l^l 
fopiifkfttitfn^l  Mr«  foutid  llk^  r4jkk§ ^^cAdlo 
kit  ink)  c^  l^i  that  oiir  BotHf  ilriick  two 
bdhd#ed  y^rdscftbnl  (h6i«,  Wfiidiniad(;<h  ifxi<^ 
p6ffible  for  the  jafon  to  laH  fiear  iBit  isdedih 
'Fiie  iftftant  We  tinded,  the.b^tdllditi  tif  ^ 
Btt£^  W6f»  ti^clung  bui  of  tke  fiart:a6lil  ^H 
IliiftiftAi/to  retoth  aboard  ihetratlfpdrt^.  '  ^ 
^-  i%e  Iflaild  is  not  above  olae  isiite  long,  and  - 
ilbidtfi  half  a  mile  diameter,  {(IttofI:  in  to  oV!d 
foni),  the  foil,  barrdfl,  fand;fi  dnd  iiii&\f, 
and  yet  one  continued  vine3rard ;, .  v^e  W£ht  in^ 
to  ohe  of  about  fis:  acres,  and  \^efre  fbrpri:^ 
ta  find  thdr  vines  not  faighffi'  thkti  otir  g^6ie^ 
berrjr  buifaes  in  England,  ^t  firft  We  thpUght 
^  a  young  unbearing  plafltfttlon ; '  bbt  jgoing 

farther^ 
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fafther,  we  found  great  quantity  of  grapes  of, 
(b  delicious  a  flavour,   as    made  us  fatisfied, 
we  had  never  tafted  a  good  grape  before  j 
they  are  planted  not  much  unlite  our  hops 
m  ferigland,  cMily  thus  differing,  inftead  of 
throwing-  up  earth,  they  hollow  a  cavity 
round  each  ftem ;  railing  up  fand  and  gravel, 
on  each  fide,  as  well  for  the  feadrils  to  reft 
upon  in  windy  weather,  as  to  make  the  rays 
of  the  fun  nfiorfe  powerful  reflc<ftcd,  and  alio 
to  receive  the  falling  rains  m  a  T^afon ;   the, 
old  ftcois  as  big  as  a  man's  head,  are  open, 
and  near  cut   even  with  the  furfaee  of  the 
earth  j-  no  luxuriant  branches  appear,   which  ^ 
mak^s  me  imagine  the  way  of  pruning  their 
vines  adds  to  the  fertility^  of  their  vintage, 
feeming  at  proper  feafons  to  lop  off  all  new-. 
b?aring  branches  to  the  very  ftem,   to  pre« 
vent  bleeding,  or  that  the  juice  may  be  re* 
forb'd.by  the  mother  root}  whereas  we  hold 
it  dABgerous  to  lop  off  the  new   luxuriant 
branches,   they  on  the  contrary  feem  to  do  it 
as  being  like  fuckers,  impoveriflbing  and  hin- 
dering the  fruit  to  come  to  maturity  and  per- 
feftion.     And  though  this  ifland  is  greatly 
cxpofed  to  the  cold  fea  breezes,  yet  feeing 
fuch  a  fertility  in  each  vineyard,  I  could  not 

G  but 
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but  imagine  that  many  warm  cxpofores  in 
England  properly  cultivated,  might  produce ' 
as  fine  grapes,  tho'  the  experiments  that  have 
been  already  made  have  fca^ce  anfvvered  the 

» 

expeiflation*' 

From  the  vineyards  we  went' into  the  town,* 
where  the  ftreets  were  lire  wed  with  wooden* 
{hoes,  fome  ncwj  fome  old,  fome  half 
fi:oop*d  out,  atid  a  face  of  poverty  appeared' 
every  where,  fcarce  one  inhabitant  was  to  be' 
fccn,the  great  eft  part  having  fled  toibcfcdir-* 
tinent  on  fight  of  our  formidable  fle6t  j  and 
though  the  ftri^eft^orders  were  given  both 
by  General  and  Admiral,  againft  mbliftmg 
the  properties  of  the  inhabitants,  yet  fecb 
is  the  rapicioufnefs  of  a  conquering  afniy,' 
where  wine  was  plentiful^  that 'twou'd  given 
a  credit  to  our  difcipline,  had  there  been  no 
occafion  of  complaint. 

•  Thence  we  went  into  the  barracks,  and  of- 
fices adjoming  to  the  garrifon;  where  I  met 
with  one  of  the  facerdotal  order,  -  in  his  ca- 
nonical  habit,  ttot  unlike  our  batchelors '  of 
arts  gowns,  a  grey  Venerable  old  man ;  on  being 
ihtroduccd,  I  afked  hwciyEntendez  vwsAngltn^ 
he  anfwercd, -^  w/,   Mmjieur^  and  afked 
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me  in  Eogli(h  to  walk  into  his  houfe^  which 
I  did>  and  found  it  as  dirty  an  habitation  as 
I  had  ever  fcen;  a  large  company  were 
drlnking.in  his  room,  but  on  his  coming  in 
they  all  got  up  and  walked  out ;  and  on  his 
faying  to  his  fervant.  Firmer  la.  port^  we 
were  left  together ;  no  fooncr  were  we  feat* 
ed,  but  with  great  officioafncfs,  a  dirty  cloth 
was  laid  oh  the  table,  and  on  his  forgetting 
to  fpeak  Englifli,  afked  me,  Voulez  vous 
manger  une  pen  ?  I  anfwercd,  Si  vous  plais^ 
Monjieur?  on  which  was  fet  on  very  fine 
bread,  but  the  wretchedcft  butter  Englifli-i^ 
men  ever  tafted  ;  on  drinking  a  glafs  of  Fron- 
tifjiack,  I  faid,  /  hoped  he'd  received  no  ill 
ufagey  to  which  he  anfwercd,  Not  the  leafl 
ill  ufage^  but  all  the  civility^  and  even  more 
than  I  could  have  expeSied  in  my  fUuation ; 
which  obliges  me  to  make  this  remarJk, 
that  though  it  has  been  reported  fUice  our 
return,  that  he  had  met  with  great  abufe 
from  our  foldiers,  yet  as  the  regiment  of 
Bafis,  the  inftant  I  was  with  him  were 
taking  boat  again,  if  he  fuftained  any  iojury 
afterwards,  it  mud  be  imputed  to  the  failors 
or  miners  at  work  to  blow  up  the  fort,  and 
not  to  the  fault  of  any  of  the  land  foldier|. 

G  2  There 


[    '44    ] 

There  were  then  three  parties  of  miners  at 
work;  but  they  beipg  too  few,  more  were 
ordered  from  each  regiment,  who  in  parties 
continued  working  till  the  30th,  when  the 
fortification,  governor's  houfe,  and  barracks, 
were  at  feveral  explofions  blown  op,  and  the 
Ifland  (juitted..  Four  pien,  viz.  two*failors,  and 
two  foldiers  of  Lord  Bentinck's  regiment 
being  blown  up,  and  one  ferjeant  having  both 
his  thighs  broke,by  a  flonedefcendin^on  him» 
I  can't  pais  over  the  appearance  and  mein 
of  thofe  I  faw  on  the  ifland  and  garrifon, 
making  fome  allowance  for  their  dejedion  of 
fpiiit,  being  fo  foon  fubjedl  to^  the  will  of 
conquerors,  I  never  faw  in  any  part  of  Eng- 
land a  more  fqualid  look,  and  more  boorifh 
demeanor.  Tho'  we  in  general  reckon  the 
ordinary  people  in  France  exceed  ours  in 
civility,  and  native  politenefs  and  addrefs, 
which  I  take  to  be  a  prejudiced  opinion.  The 
.  only  cattle  I  faw  were  fix  or  fcven  very  bad 
horfes  belonging  to  the  governor,  and  a  few 
horned  cattle,  principally  for  his  ufe ;  fome 
Indian  wheat  was  alfo  brought  from  thence 
■  by  our  ofiicers. 

Here  alfo  were  we  informed  of  fixteen  bat- 
'talipns  and  thirty  thouiand  militia,  befides  the 

m- 
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Invalids  and  wbrfcmcn  at  the  docfe'of  Roche- 

■ 

'fort,  all  which  cou'd  in  fix  hours  time  be  af- 

Ambled;    to  oppofeour  attack';   that  the 

ditch  was  then  full  bf  water,  and  By  opening 

the  tlaices  the  country  could  be  laid  under 

water  for  five  miles  roqnd.  Should  our  infen- 

try  land  at  ChatclaiHori,-— a  deep  morafs  and 

rivulet  would  rttard  their  march,  fo  that  the 

artillery  cou'd  not  get  up  without  going  20 

miles  round  into  the  heatt  of  the  country; 

that  all  men  of  war  bbilt  at  Rochcfort,  for 

want  of  water,  were  forced  to  tide  it  down 

.  the  river  at  fpring  tides  only,  without  guns 

or  rigging,  and  hie  compelled  with  juiy  niafis. 

or  tow,  to  go  'round  to  Breft  to  take  in  their 

guns  and  rigging,  and  that  but  one  fixty  gun 

(hip  had  ever   been  built  at  Rocheforl,  biit 

only  40  guns — in  general,  and  that  therefore 

our  (hips  of  the  line,  &c<  could  be  of  no  ufe 

in  fuch  an  attempt 

Thefe  relations  coming  from  fufpeAed 
per(bns  had  no'  great  weight  in  our  judg- 
ments, but  we  ftill  retained  expeftation,  that 
now  this  obftacle  was  removed,  our  landing 
would  no  longer  be  poftponcd  5  the  opinion 
we  retained  of  the  (kill  of  our  fca  comman- 
ders, made  us  reft  afifafed  they  could  not  be 

guilty 
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j^uilty  of  lb  great  an  abfurdity,  as  to  briqg 
.£bips  of  that  focce  and  weight  of  met^i 
nvhcre  they  could  be  of  no  manner  of  fiervice^ 
*  and  AuOfx'd  with  hopc^s  of  being  in  Gx  hours 
on. the  French  continent^  we  took  boat  a^ 
left  the  iiland,  cairyi^  a  good  quantity  of 
fine  grapes  to  regale  our  mef&nates  aboard^ 
having  a  ftrong  gale  againft  U3»  notwithoaj: 
fooie  danger  of  being  drowq'd,  but  heartily 
doufed, — about  9  o'clock  we  got  to  our  (tiv^ 
though  not  without  auck  ctifiiculty  to  find 
her^  our  captain  having  neg)e(9;ed  tp  hang  us 
out  a  light. 

And .  now  we  liave  left  the  iiland,  let  npie 
return  a  few  days  longer  tp  my  journal  %- 
,  boards     This  evening  every  boat  that  hailed 
us,  we  expeded  to  bring  us  frefh  orders  ^o 
land,  but  going,  Ao*  late,  to  repofc,   we 
found  ourfelv?s  on  waking  (26  at  morning) 
yet  in  the  fame  tranquil  flation,  in  the  Rade 
de  Pafquc ;  the  air  being  very  clear,  we  could 
now,  by  the  help  of  glaflcs,  fee  a  long  range 
of  tents  about  one  mile  ofFfhore,  with  an  en- 
.campment  of  cavalry,  as  if  march'd  behind 
.  fome  woods,  the  advanced  guards  we  could 
.  plainly  difcover  on  an  eminence,  which  gave 
.  OS  great  mortification  j  refledting  on  our  de- 
lays 


,1 

I 


[    47    1 

t 

lays  and  trifiing  away  fis:  day^,  when 
iftotiient  feemed  precious  in  the  execution*  of 
ot^  projeA.'  Cutteirs  ^nd*  fnfall  vefiels  were 
fHfit  but  all  this  day»  to  foond  tip  the  twct 
Charente  fading' to  Rochfbrt,  but  we  oould* 
tie  them  return,  without  advancing  within^ 
gnnfliot  of  thie  fert  La  Foura  $  whidi  ftand-^' 
ing.  on  an  eminence,  ifeemed  to  tts  a  Arong 
fbrtificiationy  we  counted  twelve  embrazure^ 
^dmtihg  t6  the  N.  W.  of  the  Rade,  and  could' 
^ceive  toen  move*— —upon  the  parapets  k^ 
fecming  to  pfepate. 

T*his  nr^t  it  was  reported  the  expedition 
was  at  in  end,  but  on  a  iudden  orders  came 
**  for  ibe  Jbldiers  ta  bold  tbemfihes  in  rendi-- 
*  »^^,  if  they  fbould  Be  called  upon  to  land 
^  n^t  morning.  ' 

27th-s-^— ftill  at  anchor,  windE.* 


«■«• 


twenty  more  miners  out  of  every  regimeht, 
ordered  to  work  on  the  iflcd*Aix  fortifications ; 
and  forty  foldiers  with  baH,  and  bayonet  fix'^d, 
io  keep  guard  on  deck  every  night,  and  hail 
every  boat  or  veflel  that  pafled ;  if  iiot  anfwer- 
ing  in  English  after  thrice  hailing,  nor  giving 
the  word,  to  fire  in  upon  them  ;  this  caiitioti 
Was  taken  on  a  report,  that  the  French  im* 
tended  to  fend  out  iome  galeaflies,  or  frhaU 

fire- 
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iife(hipSy  Id  the  dark  ni^s^  to. annoy  our: 
flectf  at  anchor.  .  A:f|gnal  h^iig  qut^for  ano^^.^ 
tker  council' ojp  wdr;  on  ioafd^tbe/Ramillies^ 
\  ^8th' :  a  rcjijttiift: :bdng-  n^4^.:pf:,prpvifi9snr; 
of;  the  fayeral  tcan^piprts  jhc  dpy  before,  an? 
ordfer  this  n^omiRgc^nie/frpi^  -t^erge^leral,*} 
th^  no  wateD  ihould  be  alio  wed., '^^waflithc^ 
linnen,  even  f^r  tb^  officers  :  all  (l^is  qiora-^; 
ing  two  teall' French  doggery  or.. galeaihes^ 
appeared  in  fight  of  the  ftecfjj  np^^r  the  fpr% 

4e  Foura whprkept  %, continual  fire  oa 

our  fmall  cutters,  who  feetaedto  be  founding 
between  the  F^e^dv  continent  ranli  the  N.  E. 
corner,  of  the  iflan4  pf  I>ay.  •  At  .'i  i  o'clock 
at  .night  canac  fadden'  ord^rs^,  fpr  all  th© 
troops^  tp  debark  /rom  the^  tratifports,   oa 

board  the  boats -and  lani  filcntly.     Ra- 

ipilies  28th' of  September  i757^paroR  St. 
George— r^&c. 

Which  being,  alfo  in  every  paper,.  Ithmk 
uoneceflary  toinfcrt.  /  ,?  ^ 

In-  obedieqqe  to ,  thefe  orders  "Colonel 
JC-w — —y  with  Lieutenapt  Colonel  Sir. 
William  Boothby, ,  and  Major  Farquahar; 
who  were  to  march, at  the.  head  of  the  gre- 
nadiers, took  boat  tpfore  twelyci  tho*  about 
Jwo  leagues  from  fhore,  and  a  fre(h  gale  full 

again  ft 
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againft  them,  which  would  have  endangered 
many  of  the  boats  loaded  with  men,  fo  croud- 
ed  that  they  could  only  ftand  cred;  they 
were  tumbled  in  the  fwell  till  two  o'clock, 
none  coming  to  condud  them  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous  -,  at  lad  a  cutter  came  down  and 
fay'd,  ^^you  are  ordered  to  Jhip  again ^  for  that 
•*  the  other  regiments  cannot  Be  ready  tbefe 

"  twohours^  Colonel  K y  Jay'd  *'  / 

"  can  bhrdly  believe  it^,  (hew  me  your  ordersy* 
on  which  was  fhewn  a  written  order;  at 
which  all  the  foldiers  made  a  humming  noife; 
and  they  all.  went  .to  their  refpedVive  tranf- 
ports,  the  bo^ts  remaining  flill  ready. 

29th  ftill  at  anchor,  every  minute  expect- 
ing to  land;  two  men  of  war  failed  round  the 
weft  fide  of  the  Ifle  D*Aix,  as  if  founding  and 
trying  to  get  up.the  river,  but  though  they 
moved  very  flowly  with  little  fail  fpread,  we 
could  often  perceive  them  motionlefs  as  if  on 
ground,  and  about  twelve  came  back  to  the 
fhips  laying  before  the  fort  d'Aix :  at  two 
o'clock,  p.  m.  the  Agent  gave  orders  for  all 
mafters  of  tranfports  to  follow  Admiral  H. 
on  fignal,  and  that  no  troops  difembark 
without  farther  orders.  All  the  (hips  of  Ad- 
miral K;  divifion  came  down  from  before 

H  D'Aix 


D' Aix  into  the  open  road.  / 

30th  ftill  at  anchor,  '.wind  N.  E.  wdew 
from  the  Agent  for  tranfports  to  weigfi  and 
fail  down  to  the  Admiral    ">i  ^*  the  captain 


of  our  tranfport  went  on  board  the  Agent, 
and  brought  a  letter  not  to  be  opened,  btiit  in 
cafe  of  fcparation ;  this  afternoon  the  fort  of 
D'Aix  in  flames,  and  totally  Mown  up: 

September  ift  wind  N.  E:  the  wfioie  fleet 
after  fignal  given^  weighed  andxor,  and  Med 
for  England,  where  we  arrived  the  fcventfr, 
part  of  the  tranfports  being  dro\rc  to  the 
Downs  by  a  hard  gale — to  N.  W: 

Thus  have  I  accounted  for  every  hour  itt 
the  voyage,  and  let  me  put  one  Aort  qtieftion  s 
if  the  fea  charts  are  wrong,  as  fbme  'WmM 
infmuatey  why  did  neither  the  tranfports  ap- 
proach fhore,  nor  the  fhips  of  war  venture 
up  the  river ;  when  it  could  not  be  expefted 
that  the  fmall  arms  of  the  foldiery,  could  blo^^r 
up  docks,  or  batter  forts,  without  iffiftanCQ 
of  our  naval  force. 
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REPORT 

O  F    T  HE 

GENERAL  OFFICERS, 

.  ^APPOINTED  /*«  -*^  f-<^    -      '  ^'  -f- 

CA*<-^W^*j[  loJ^4^»AK^    rftkx  idc-  i  ■'^4>^f  ^rif  A^^^'  r.\  , 

By  his  M  A  J  E  S  T  Y  's  Warrant  of  the  Firft  of  No- 
vomber  1757,  to  inquire  into  the  Caufes  of  the 
Failure  of  the  late  Expedition  to  the  Coafts  of 
France* 

To  which  is  prefixed, 

« 

A  Copy  of  his  M  A  J  E  S  T  Y's  Warrant  direfting 

the  faid  Inquiry. 

WITH 

All  APPENDIX,    containing  the  Papers  referred  to 

in  the  faid  Report* 
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Pu&ltC^ed  bp  ^ut^ontp* 


LONDON: 
Pikcd  for  A.  MiiLAR  in  the  Strand.  MDCCLVID. 
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WH'EREAS  we  werepTeafed,  in  Juga/i 
laff,  to  fend  a  Number  of  our  Troops 
on  an  Expedition  agalnft  France,  with  Order's 
artd  InflruiSliohs  to*  attempt,  as  ^ar  as  (liould  be 
found  pVa^licable,  .a'.  Defcent  on  the  French 
Cdait  at  or  Aear  "Kochefort,  in  order  to  attack, 
If  prafliraBfc,  and  6y  a  vigorous  I'mpreffion 
force  that  Place ;  *  and  to  burn  and  deftroy,  to 
the*  lifmbfl:  of  their  Power,  all  Docks^  Maga- 
zihKS,  Arferials,  and  »^hipping,  that  (hould  be 
found  there ;  and'  to  exert  fuch  other  Efforts, 
as  fhould  be  judged  moft  proper  for  annoying 
tlic  ifcnemy,  as  By  our  feveral  Inftruftions  -to 
the'Coriimiinder  of  our  faid  Forces  does  more 
fully  appear:  And  whereas  the  Troops  fent  for 
thefe  Purpoles*  are  returned  to  Great  Britain^  no 
Attenipt  having  been  made  to  land  on  the  Gpaft 
.  of  France^  conc'ernmg.  the  Caufes  of  which  Fai- 
lure'we  think  it'neceflary  that  Enquiry  fhould 
be  made  by  the  General  Officers  herein  after 
named;  in  order  that  they  may  report  thofe 
Caufes  to  us,  for  bur  better  Information  :  Our ' 
Will  and  Pleafure  therefore  is,  and  we  do  hereby 
nominate  and  appoint  oiir  right  Trqfty  and 
right  entirely'  Biloved  Coufin  and  Counfellor 
Charles  Duke  of  Marlborough  Lieutenant  Gene- 
ral, our  Trufty  and  well  beloved  Ceorge  Sackville^ 
commonly  called  Lord  Gecrge  Salckviiky  and  Jhhn 
Waldegrave^  Major  Generals  q&  our  Forces;  to 
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cYamine  and  "enquire  touching  the  Matters 
aforefaid*  And  you  are-jto  ^iyc;  Npticf  to  th? 
faid  General  Officers,  when  arid  where  they  are 
to  meet  for  the  feid  Examination^  ^ndjh&f^d 
General  Officers  are  hereby  'direfted  ."to  caUfe 
yoli  to  fujnmbn  fuch  Perfons  (whether  the  Ge-^ 
nerals  or  other  Officers  employed  in  the  jpxpe- 
dition,  brothers)  as  arp  neceflary  to  give  Infor- 
mation touching  the  faid  Matters,  or  asfhall  tp 
defired  by  thofej  who  were  employed  in  the  E^Xtt 
pedition :  And  the  faid  General  Officers  qre  here- 
by  farther  directed  to  hear  fuch  Perfons  as^  ffiall 
offer  to  give  them  Information  touching  ^the 
fame;  and  they  iare authorized,  empowered,  an^ 
required;  ftri<Sly  to  examine  ir^to  thp  Matters 
before  nientioped,  and  to  report  a  State  therer 
of,  as  it  fhall  appear  to  them,  together  witji 
their  Opinion  thereon.  All  which  you  are  to 
.  tranfmit  to  our  Secretary  at  War,  to  be  by  hii^ 
laid  before  us  for  our  Confidefation.  And  for 
fo  doiiig  this  fhall  be,  as  well  to  you,  as  to  our 
faid  General  Officers  and  all  others  concerned. 
a  fufficient  Warrant.  Given  at  our  Court  at 
Kenjin^ton  1^\s  FirflDay  of  November  1757,  ip 
the  Tnirty  Firfl  year  of  our  Reign. 

By  his  M  A  J  E  s  T  Y  's  Command, . 

BARRINGTON. 

.:  •         .  .     .  ... 

To  our  Trufty  and  well  beloyed    ,  , 

*    Thomas  Morgan:,  Efq;  Judge 

Advocate  Genera]  of  our  Fo£» 

Cf  si  or  his  Deputy. 


MINUTES 


Ot   THE 


PRO  GEE  DINGS 


O  F'    t  H  E 


GENERAL  OFFICERS,,  f^r. 

As  annexed  to  their  REPORT. 


AT  a  Meeting  of  the  General  Officers  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  Caufes  of  the  Failure  of 
thb  late  Expedition  to  the  Coaft  of  France^  at 
the  Judge  Advocate  General's  OlEce  in  JPrivy  Garden, 
M  Saturdky  'the.  i  ith  of  November j  lysjj  viz. 

^r '  Lieutenant  General,  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Marll^orougb. 
Major  General,  Jlight  Honourable  Lord  George 

Backvillik  ' 
Major  General,  Honourable  Jt^hnWaUegrave. 

The  General  Officers  employed  iti  the  Expedition, 
ttf'z;.  Sir  John  Mordaunt^  Lieutenant  General  (who 
had  the  principal  Command)  and  Majors  General 
Oimvctf  and  Comwallis  being  called  in,  and  all  Perfons 
who  were  defiroua  being  admitted,  his  Majefty's 
Warrant  direfting  this  Inquiry  was  publickly  read. 

Read  alfo  the  feveral  Papers  tranfmitted  to  the 
Judge  Advocate  from  Mr,  Secretary  i^//,  and  two 
Orders  tranfmitted  from  the  Admiralty  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  Application  from  the  General  Officers 
appointed  to  make  this  inquiry,  viz.^ 

I.  Copy  of  a  Letter,  dated  Dmdin  15th  July^. 
1757,  fr&'n  Captain  (now  Lieutenant  Colonel)  Clerk^ 
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to  Sir  Jokt  l^gonijTj  and  il»nfmktei}  taMraScctt- 
tary  P/V/,  with  regard  to  Rocbefort. 

^2.  Minute,  dated  JrliWon  Sftfetj  Jugttft  1757^ 
containing  an  Examinatiorf  of  k  French  Pilot. 

3.  Memoir e  fur  la  Force  aSuelk  de  la  France,  ^Z  les^  ' 
Services  aux^uils  elle  eji  employee  dd^s  1* Annie  1757— 
received  Jufy  aS,   1757^  "and  communicated,   at  a 
Meeting  at  Lord  Holder nej[e*s  H9ufe,  to  the  Generals 
appointed  on  an  Expedition  totHe  Goafts  of  France. 

4,  Copy  of  his  Maicfty*s  fecret  Inftruftions  to  Sic 

Edwardf  tidvjike^  d^ted  ^gufi/s^  J757- 
*  5.  Copy  of  his  Majefty's  fecrct  Inftrudbions  to  Sit 

John  M^rd^uut.^^^tedJHglf^Sy  ^757' 

6.  Copy  of  3  Letter  froni   Mr.  Secretary  P/V/  ta 

Sir  Edward  Hawkey  dated  Augufi  5,  1757^ 

7.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  ^  Mf .  Secretacy  P///  to 
Major  General  Conway^  Major  General  Comwallis.^ 
Vice  Admiral  Knowles^  and  Rea^  Admiral  jBr^ir/Vi^y 
dated  Augufi  s^y  1757. 

8. « Copy  of  9  Letter  from  Sir  EJkvaxd  Hawkits^ 

Mr^  Secretary  P///,  dattd  Spiiheady  Augufi  7»  1757.    r 

"  9.  Copy  of  a  Letter  fro^i  Major  General  C'^rn*' 

wallis  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pi//,  dated  Newprty  Jfie  of 

WigktyAugufi6y'  lysj.    '    '     '  . 

10.  Copy  of  a  Lc'tter  from  Vice  AAniral  Knowle^ 
to  Mr.  %cretary  Pi//,  daced  Pcrfifmouth^  At^ufi  6, 

1757- 
/It.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Rear  Admirai  Brodrick 

to  Mr.  Secretary  Pi//,  dated  Fifntfmmth^  Augufi  6^ 

12.  Copy  of  an  Order  from  the  Lords,  of  the  Ad- 
miralty to  Sit  Edward  Hawke^  dated  Augufi  5,  1 757. 

I  g.  Copy  of  ai^  Order  from  tEe.  Lor(k  of  dsie  Ad- 
miralty  to  Sir  Edvodrd  H^ke^  dated  Augujii6j  1757. 

14.  Copy  of  ft.  Letter  frona  Sir  yobn.  Metdaunf'to 
Mr.  Secretary  Fitt^  dated'  IJk  of  Wigbt^  Augufi  1 1, 
1757,  Ten  at  Night, 

15.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary^ Pf//,  to 
Sir  John  Mofdimt^  dated  Augufi  1^3,  i  ji^j; 

16.  Copy 
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« 
1 6i  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  John  Mirdatiftf  to 

Mn  Secretary  P/7/,  dated  Head  QoafterSi  Pfi^pcri^ 

yiitguft  iOi  1757.  Incldiing) 

17.  Gdpy  of  a  Letter  frdm  Sir  JcbH  MordAuHl  to 
JTAwwii^  (?r^j  Hunter^  and  Gi/^rr/  £&V//j  Efqfs.  datett 
^ir^*^  17,  1757. 

18.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr*  Secretary  Pin  t6 
Sir  Edward  Hawke^  dated  yluguft  23^  17^ 7. 

^  19.  .Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt  tb 
^\x  John  Mar  daunt  i^^itd  Augsfti^^  ^757^  Inclofin^, 

«w>.  G6py  of  a  Xetter  front  Mr.  Ckvlahd  to  Sir 
E4ward  Hawke^  dated  :/fuguft  rp,  1 757 ; 

i  I .  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Ckvimid  to  Sit 
Zdward  Hawke^  d^itdi  Auguft  20j  1757; 

2Z.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Ckvland  to  Mr. 
Cockburney  dated  -<fojw;?  21,  1 757'> 

23.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr^  Cotkhutni  id  Mr. 
C&  z;^ W>  dated  Augufi  23,  1757. 

24.  Copy  of  a  Letter  frorrt  Sir  Edijoard  Hawke  to 
Mr.  Sfccrctary  P/V/,  dated  Portfrnouth^   Atigtifi  25,. 

*757-      *   '  ^ 

'25,  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mt.  Secretary  Pitt  to 

51r  Edtxtard  Haivke  and  Sir  7^*»  Mordaunt^  dated 

Septeihber  5,  1757,  Four  o'Clock  in  the  Afternoon. 

.  .26.  Copy  of  a  Letcer  from  Sir  JEdward  Hawke  c6 

Mr.  Secretary  jP///,  dated  Ramilies  at  Spitbead^^  Sep'* 

tMerS^  1757. 

^..  Copy  of  a  Letter  frofn  Sir  yohn  Merdaunt  tb 
Mr.  Secretary  P///,  dsittd  Portfmoutbi  Septmbtr  (>\ 
Nine  at  Night. 

2f8.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edkoatd  Hawke  to 
Mr.  Secretary  Pht^  dated  Ramilies^  zx,  St.  -H<?/?;(^,  5^/- 
iemher  8,  1757. 

29V  Ci>py  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Echford  Ha^ubh  to 
Mr.  Secretary  P///,  dated  Ramilies  at  Sea,  September 
10,  1757. 

go.  Copjf  of  a'  Letter  fi'om  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt  to 
Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Sir  John  Mcrdaunt^  dated 
Saptimber  15,  i75/»  by  the  Fiper  StoOjp, 
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The  isibovc  Papers  cofntaining  all  the  Orders  ancC 
Iryftru&ions  ^hich  appear  to '  have  hten  figniEed  to 
the  Corntnandcrs  of  the  late  Expedition,  it  was  pub- 
lickly  aiked.  Whether  any  Pcrfon  had  any  Informa- 
tion to  ofier,  tending  ca  (hew  the  Caufes,  whythefaid 
Orders  were  not  carried  into  execution,  or  why 'the 
Expedition  has  failed  ?— And  any  fuch  Perfon,  being 
prefent,  was  defired  tlien  to  declare  the  fame,  in  or- 
der  to  his  withdrawing  for  the  prefent,  with  Afltli- 
,  rance^  that  he  fliould,  in  convenient  Time>  be  fu41y 
heard :  And  no  Perfon  ofFering  himfelf. 

Ordered,  Thai  all  Perfons  fumhioned  as  Witnefles, 
do  withdraw  into  a  Room  appointed  for  that  Purpofe, 
until  called  for,,  in  order  to  their  being  examined  fe- 
parately. 

Then  proceeded  to  read  other  of  the  Papers  receiv- 
ed from  Mr.  Secretary  P;//'$  Office,  viz. 

31.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Hawke  to 
Mr.  Secretary  P///, .  dated  Ramilies  ia  Bajque  Road^> 
September  gOy  I y 57.     IncloBng, 

32.  Copy  of  a  Report,  made  to  S\t  Edward  Hawke 
on  board  the  Ramilies^  September  24,  1757*  by  Rear 
Ad0>iral  Bredriek  and  others  % 

33.  Copy  of  a  Council  of  War  held  on  board  the 
Neptune  J  September  25^  ^757  9  Jthe  fame  as  the  Origi- 
jial  delivered  by  Sir  John  Mordauntj  foon  after  his  Ar- 
rival, to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitti 

24-.  Copy  of  a  Council  of  War  held  on  board  the 
RamilieSy  September  28^  1757  -,  the  fame  as  the  Origi* 
nal  delivered  by  Sir  John  Mordaunt^  foon  after  his  Ar- 
rival, to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt ; 

35.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Rear  Admiral  Brod- 
rick  to  Sir  Edward  Hawkey  dated  Achdles,  ^uefdaj 
Morning,  One  in  the  Morning; 

36.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  John  Mor daunt  to 
5ir  Edward  Hawke,  dated  Ramiliesy  Ihurfday  ^^tii- 
ingy  September  2 g,  1757. 

37.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  John  Mordaunt  to 
Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated  RamlifSy  Rade  de  Bafque, 
September  ^Qy. 17 $7.  . 

.,  38.  A 
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38.  A  Paper  purporting  to  be  Minutes  of  a  Couor 
cil  of  War  afllembled  on  boar4  his  Majefty's  Ship  /?^ 
niilies  in  Bafque  Road,  the  28th  of  Heptember^  ^757t 
and  appearing  by  the  Indorfement  to  have  been  cter 
livcred  by  Sir  John  Mordannt^  foon  after  his  Arrival, 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Pin,  being  about  to  be  read. 

Sir  John  Mordaunt  faid.  That  he  did  not  mean  to 
objedt  to  the  reading  of  the  faid  Paper,  but*  begged 
leave  to  obfervc,  that  the  Minutes  now  produced, 
were  taken  down  without  the  Knowledge  of  the  Per- 
fens,  who  compofed  the  faid  Council  of  War,and  never 
feen.  by  the  Gentlemen,  whofe  Names  are  thereunder 
written;  and  that  the  firft  Knowledge  he  (SxTjj^m 
Mordaunt)  had  of  them,  was  frorti  a  Copy  dclivet^d 
to  him  by  Sir  Edward  Hawke*%  Secretary,  Mr.  Hag^ 
after  his  Arrival  at  Portfmcutb.  That  upon  feeing 
them,  he  attempted  to.  prevent  Sir  Edward  Hawk/% 
fending  them  up  to  London  \  but  his  Application  was 
too  late.  Sir  Jobn  Mordaunt  added,  That  fomfe  littJc 
Time  after  his  Arrival  in  London,  underftanding  thac 
he  ought,  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Land  Forces, 
,to  deliver  Copies  of  the  Councils  of  War,  and  any 
^ther  material  Papers,  to  Mr.  Pitt,  his  Majefty's  Se- 
cretary of  State,  in  like  Manner  as  Sir  Edward  Hawki 
had  done,  as  Commander  of  the  Fleet,  he  did  fo,  and 
delivered  the  faid  Copy  of  Minutes  received  froni 
Sir  Edward  Hawkers  Secretary  among  the  reft. 

Sir  John  Mordaunt  being  afkcvl.  Whether  at  the 
Time  of  his  delivering  a  Copy  of  thefe  Minutes  to 
Mr.  PUt^  he  obfcrved  to  him,  that  they  were  not 
authentick  ? 

Anfwered,  He  does  not  recolleft,  that  he  did. 

Then  the  faid  Minutes  were  read,  in  Prefence  of 
tlic  feveral  Perfons  hereafter- mentioned.  Members  of 
the  faid  Council  of  War,  who  were  fevcrally  called 
upon  for  their  Information,  Whether  the  faid  Mi- 
nutes are  authentick,  and  taken  down  with  their  Pri- 
vity? viz. 

I.  Vice  Admiral  Charles  Knowles^  who  difavowed 
thcfc  Minutes  imircly,  faying  that  he  never  favv  them, 

until 


Dntil  they  were  flicwn  to  bi.m -after  his'Arrlvil  ip 

2.  Rear  Admiral  Thomas  Brodrick^  who  faid,  that 
id  did  obfervc  Minutes  taken,  and  remember^  he  ob- 
jeftcd  to  it,  but  never  faw  tbefe  Minutes  ;  and  n^en- 
tion  being  therein,  made  of  Sir  John  Mordaunt^b  re- 
tiring with  him  C^^^^  Admiral  Brodrick)  and'others, 
obferves  that  he  refnembers  Sir  Edward  Hawke^  Vice 
Admiral  KnowleSy  and  himfcif  retiring,  but  docs  not 
•lecoUcd  Sir  John  Mordaunt^%  going  out  with  them. 
He  further  fays,  that  he,  at  this  Defire  of  Sir 
John  Mordaunty  went  off  to  Admiral  Sir  Edward 
HaHfjke  at  Spithead^  in  Hopes  of  preventing  thefe 
JiSnutes  being  fent  up  to  London^  but  that  unluckily 
they  Were  fent  away  before  he  reached  the  Admiral. 

J.  Major  General  Conway^  who  fays,  that  to  the. 
belt  of  his  Memory,  thefc  Minutes  were  r>ever  com* 
tnumcated  to  him,  and  knows  it  was  agreed  upon  not 
to  have  any  Minutes  taken. 

4.  Major  General  Edward  CornwatUsy  who  faysf 
he  never  faw  the  Minutts  in  queftion, .  until  ihewp  to 
him  at  Pcfrtfmouth  to  his  very  great  Surprize* 

5.  Colonel  George  Howard^  who  fays,  he  never 
faw  thtfe  Minutes  till  Sir  John  Mordauffi  fhewed  them 
to" hitn  after  their  Arrival  at  Portfmaulh. 

Vice  Admiral  Kncwles  being,  at  his  own  Dedre, 
again  called  in,  defired  to  fuf  ply  an  Omiflion  in  his 
former  Evidence,  viz,  Th  t  he  recolledls  there  was 
a  pofitive  Determination,  that  no  Minutes  Ihould  be 
^  taken,  but  that  the  Informations  only  of  thcPcrfons 
examined,  fhould  be  noted  down. 
.  Major  General  Conway,  obfcrved.  That,  as  he  un- 
derftood  it,  not  even  what  the  Witneifes  laid  was  in* 
•  tended  to  be  made  public  k,  or  to  ftand  Partof  the 
Minutes  of  the  Council  of  War,  fo  as  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  any  Perfon. 

Vice  Admiral  Knowles  confirmed  the  fame;  ^dd» 
ing,  that  he  never  heard  their  !E)x»amination  read. 

Reid  the  Remainder  of  the  Papers  received  from 
Mr,  Secretary  P?//'s  Office,  viz.  "    > 
'    ^         ^  ,39.  Copy 


3'^  Copy  of  ft  Letter  from  Sir  ^ohn  MvrJauni  to^ 
Mr.  -Secretary  Pitt^  dated  Ramilies^  Oltoher  4,  1 757. 

40.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Jt>bu  Mordaunt  to 
Mr-  Secretary   Piu^    dated  Pcrtfinoutb^   OHob^  '6, 

41.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mf.  Secretary  PitSio 
Sit  Edward  Hawke^  dated  OHober  7,  1757. 

44.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt  to 
Sir  Jabn  Mordaunt^  dated  OSober  7,  1757- 

43.  Ci^y  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Hawke  to' 
Mr.  Secretary  Pitt^  dated  RamiUes  at  Spitbiod^  0£lo^ 

*»**»  >^757-    OncR.M, 

44.  Copy  of  a  Letter  jfrom  Sir  Jobn  Mordatmt  to 
Mp.  Secretary  A*//,  dated  Portfmouib,  OSloher  8,  1757. 

The  feverai  Papers  tranfmitted  to  the  Judge- Ad- 
vocat?e,  and  by  him  laid  before  the  Board,  being  read^ 
aiid  no  Perlbn  ofFering  to  give  them  any  Information 
tQuching  the  Cau&s  of  the  Failure  ot  the  EiDpe4i«| 
tion, 

Sir  Joim  Mordamity  as  Commander  m  Chief  of  the 
Land  Forces  employed  therein,  was  alked.  What  have 
been  the  Reafims,  if  he  has  noObjeftion  to  laying 
theni  before  the  Board,  which  have  prevented  his 
M^efty^^^  Inftrudtons  and  Orders  from  beiog  carried 
into  Execu^bn  ? 

Who  replied ,  that  to  prevent  Trouble,  and  that  the' 
^^ter  may  be  the  better  underftood,  as  his  fpeaking' 
\%  afiteoded  with  Difficulty,  he  had  committed  tha 
whole  to  wphing,  from  Beginning^  to  End,  and- de^ 
Imted  to  ihe  Board  a  Paper,  as  containing  the  fame, 
.^hich  was,  at  his  Dcfire,  read  in  Words  ft^ltowing, 

'  ^  Ih  ordfeF'to  give  all  the  SattsftiAion  1^  my-  Power, 
*^  1  hAve  reduced  into  Writing  the  fuHeft  Account  of 
"  th^  whole  Matter  I  am  able  to  giw. 

•»<  When- riSiiffi  received  his  Majcfty's  Commands 
*^  in  regard  to  this  Expedition,  1  was  told,  that  the 
*^  ©bj^jfi:  of  it  was  to  make  a  Diversion  on  the  Coaft 

^  That 


^^  That  as  far  as  refpeded  Rocisfofrin  pafticiilai^# 
**  it  was  on  the  footing  of  a  Coup  de  Main^  or  Surw 
*^  prize^  and  that  confcquently^  if  the  Defirgn  w^s 
^^  difcoverqdy  or  the  Aiarm  taken^  it  would  be  noft 
"  to  impoffible  to  execute  it.  » 

^^  I  alfo  underftood^  that  unlefs  a  proper  Place  for 
•*  the  Landing,  and  fafe  Retreat  of  the  Troops  was 
*'  difcovered,  particularly  where  the  Ships  could  pro- 
"  tedi  them,  and  a  fafe  Comniunication  with  the 
*•  Fleet,  and  Conveyance  of  Supplies  from  it  was 
^*  fecured,  the  Attempt  could  not  be  made. 

*'  in  Confirmation  of  which  I  beg  le^ve  to  take 
*f  Notice  of  two  Paragraphs  in  a  Paper  given  me 
^\  upon  this  Occafion  by  Sir  John  Ligonier^  Com- 
*'  mand^r  in .  Chief  of  his  Majcfty's  Land  Forces, 
*'  whofe  long  Experience,  and  great  Abilities  in  the 
•^  Art  of  War,  will  furely  vindicate  any  Officer  who 
*!^  is  guided  by  fo  good  an  Authority;  cpntaining 
**  his  dbfcrvations  on  the  intended  Expedition^ 
**  which  Paper,  as  I  remember,  was  read  before  the 
**  Council.  , 
.  "  The  Paragraphs  I  mean,  are  as,  follows:** 

^  If  an  Attenopt  is  to  be  miute  oi  Rccbefort^  it 

*  will  be  the  Part  of  the  Admiral,  to  know  the  Coafts  ; 

*  to  bring  the  Troops  to  the  neareflr  Place  i .  to  co- 
*.  ver  their  Landing  by  the  Difpofiti^n  of  his  Ships ; 
^  and  to  deftroy  any  Barbet  Batteries  which  the  Ene- 
*.  my  may  have  on  the  Shore  ;  ftiU  repiembring,  that 
^  if  the  Troops  are  landed  at  too  great  a  Diftance 
<  from  the  Place,  the  Defign  will  become  dangerous, 
^]  and.  probably  ioiprafticabl- .' 

*  ''  ihe  fecond  Paragraph,"  '  .    % 

,    ^  A  fafe  and  well  fecured  Communication  betweea 

*  the  Camp  and  the  Sea,  frotj%  whence  you  are  to  re- 

*  ceive  your  Supplies  of  all  Kinds,  is  abfolvtely  ne- 

*  cefiary  ;  the  whole. depends  upon  it  *,  but  this'bemg 

*  done,  I  fliould  not  be  much  in  Pain  for  the  Safety 
*.  of  the  Troops  \  an  inferior  Number  dares  not  ^- 
^  proach  you,  and  one  fupcrlor  will  not.be  eafily  af-* 

•  fembletl 
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^  fcmbUsd  f^ithoMt  your  kno^m^Mt;    and«   atadl 
^^ventsi,  you  havQ;fcCgr&)'aJletnsat  to  the  Ships.*" 
f/  Vfih  cfaoughc  itdi^r  from  the  State  of  Roibe^ 
f^  fvri^  as  defcmbed  by  ColonH  C^riir,  and  afterwards 
•^  by  |h^  Frtnib  Pilot,  that  chawgh  it  (hould  ha^  re- 
^^  maioed  in  the  (ame  QoiKJirion'  ds  when  they  faw  it^ 
^>  which  was  no^  l^er  than  tfaisa.  Yearsr  paflr^  yet  a 
•'  few  Da\s  Preparation' would  make  it  fofficiently 
*^  defbniible  againft  ^CoHp  -de  Main  f  iFor  which  Rea- 
^^  fon,  judging  the  Dependanee  on  Cuch  an  Operatioil 
.^'  ak)n|^  Jmpropfi^  J9  an  Expedition  of  this.^rt; 
^'  I  applied  to  his  M^i^jefty's.  Mbfiitbers  in  Cbuncil^ 
^^  for  two  niore«0l4  B^ttfiUon^i  «Ad  *  Artillery  for  a 
»"  reguj^r  Attack,    to  \  force  the ''Place,    whicb^    I 
'^  thoujghvirom.  it^  '€ojnftruQ:kin9  asi.difficalt  to*  ht 
•'  WlZ!^  ^eo^ble.againft  s^  fegiUal-' -Attack,  as'it^as 
^\xifylo  fecu;(€  ic^agai^iftan  Ai&okj    Anda}tfaoQg|h 
^^  it  w^s  mt  Ehouglu   ficting   td  dompl>y,  widtvthi^ 
*^  Requeft,  .yet  )iis  M^^^y  having:  ordei«d  mez  td 
^^  t^e.tbe  Comm^d  of  the  Expedition,  uponjthi 
"  l^ofltfiingit  wa?plartr\ed,  Ithtfu^t;tt  my  tkny  td 
"  obey;  underftandiog,   ihat  anly-Iiiftru6tions  give, 
'[  Ofie  Latitude  ,t9,,aft,  iccopding  to  the  bed  oxxdf 
"  Judgment,   regarding  the   Circumftances:. afire 
^*  Tim^j,  ^fbe  Coojdiiipn  of  the  Place;  -and  the  Nature 
•*  of  tb^^eryicf  3  '^:  where  any  Difficulty  aroicv*  <* 
^^  the  .{qpportaiice:  of  ti)6  Subje6t  roquired  it,  aPowef 
•*  to  call  a  Council  of  War.    ,    .  ?! 

*5  Pofitive  ancj ,  cre.dible  IntfeUigehce  received,  as 
•*  wdl  bpforp  th?  Em.b^kaiion,  asduriiogthe  Voyage, 
^^  ttaccd  the  Alarm,'  ^nd  the  Preparations  along  the 
"  Fr^»f,6.  Cpafts,  from  Brifi  and  Si.  Mdloes  quite 
'^  down  to  Rocbefort. 

*^  A  Letter  from  a  French  Officer  fuperiatending 
"  th^  Batteries  ^e^r  ^Breji^  to  •  the  Captain  of  thd 
•*  Emerald^  taken  and  brought  into  the  Fleet  by  Gap- 
**  tain  Gilfbrifty  defcribes  the  Preparations  which 
"  had  for  feme  Time  been  making  there ;  and  th* 
"  Tr  ops  were  not  wanting  on  the  Coaft,  there  b^-^ 
"  in$  at  that  Time  ncgr  fcvco  thoiifahd  regular  Troop* 

^*  on 
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m  one.SWc;  tbe  Brefi  W«tr;  add  fcdrtf  <rti tte 
**  jBtbear  Shfey •  bcl^Jcs  the  MiUifer  .  ?;•  •' 

.  ^^  A  Letter  from  CajHiiki  CkvtatH^  ^kthtcij  that 
5^  Gtt  H^edntJHay  lAs^  17th  of  ^ii/>,  h^' l|)dfi^  with' a 
>^  Ptt/d^  GonVGny  from  Rccbslli^.  afnd  chat  a^fifS  Lieii- 
^  fiemot  came  on  booed  hxttir  ^d  tcdd  him^  <hat^  t^e 
^'  Freifcb  expcafcd  the  Englifft^  R^brilCy  but%crc 
**  iHW  alarracd.  '     ',    !' 

-  •'^  It  was  afterwanifr  ciE^firmed  to  tis  on  thcT*d)^c 
(^  by  cbd  Maftexf  of  a)  l)iir/$  ^p>  fi*om  /^f^#^5  in 
t^  trmnce,  m)  Zter^,.  ^I^^t  iv*h  Ay .  CapteiH'  l^roij 
?«  of  hifc  Majcfty^'s  %\A^  MtSasi€L%  on  the  iitft  J?i?f> 
"Ntowfer;;  that:  the  Ftmch  eie^e Ae^  ti^*  be  atwekcd  at 
!*  B^tMU  Qv  St^Martims  by  the  ^ff^:  AHb.that 
^^  anEixi&argOPwasilaidion  adl  Shipping  in  Fnmiei 

^*  After  aiirthcTebcrai  IndifeaitiWs  andTrttteffigtticcs 
^  snchtioitedi»  '\t.i^m^\mff^}^t  to  d<D^btV  tharthere 
f}'  was  ar  generitk  Alamt^  fpread',  and  ftill  nibrt*  fo 
W  tDf  intoginev  that  a;  Flacc  lifasr  Rdchefm,  th«  Ic; 
**' condijccwainlyinJfaipoi'tancfe  on  the  whole  ^bWl:^ 
f^  fhouldy  after  foch:  Warning,  be  tfetfelly  neglcTfted.  ] 
:;  <*^'  The  Voyiage  bftirtg  tedious,  we  did'not  rtilce 
^"^  ilie  Fre;7r^€oaft  all  die  (ioth  of  Setitdn^eri  aBout 
♦^'iNbom  •/       •  .  '    ^'> 

**  II  wasithc  ^jdlhcfort  wc'gdt  intbthe'Road;  and 
**^  thac  Day.  made  qutfrivte-  Mkfters  of  the*  Idk  of 
^'  jifx..  The;faine  Bay  AdmirtiI'5W^>^iV*',>wltHfbur 
•'  Captains,  was  fcnt  to~  found'  th^e  Coaft,  arid"  find 
f  •:  QttD  a  proper  Landing  place;  T'bc  fatrte  Night  al- 
*'  foihe  Adflriral.^  declared,  that  the  Fotttif  F^ras 
^  flKOttld;  bo  battered  5  and  in  Cortfcquence  of  that,  . 
*^  c^ercdithe.Pilotrof  the\Magn/imfHc  tO  btfcht  for, 
**  in  order  to  be  examined  upon- that  Hbisd,  who'  ntxt 
t*:  Maming:dtcfared^  ^Shipiftight  bebrOught'up  at 
**  •  a  pcopwr'biftance  to  ^filence  that-  Fotr. 

"'  Tthet  nctr  Morning,  being  the  a4thv  a  Piatt  Tor 
**:  linding.  therTroopt  as  near  the  Fort  of  Fouras  as 
*•  poffible;  while^oneormore  Ships  battered  it  onrtKc 
^  Water-fidc?  ami  propping  alfo  a  Feint  to  be  made 
#^  m:  the:  Side  of.  RvibelU^  and  the  IQe  of  Rbe^  was 
'  *,*  given 
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*!  gi^cn  In  by  the  Gencal^}  but -the  Adfloir4( not 

*'  ^ppjQvU)^  qi  thQ  Feipt  to  be  made,  and  dcclaripg, 

*^  tb.a!(  f(l^^  ^ould  not  be  battered  from  the  Sea, 

''  v|tllp^t  h^Tf^rd  oi  lofipg  the  SWft  ^he  Ad<Qtral 

*«  ani^  C»p.t^S  whq  r^twn^d,  awj  fnade  tlie^  RepcM 

**  ^rn|ie  Iwding  afeom  One  o'Qlock  alfo  declaring* 

"  Th;i^  b^tvfccft  the  Jfprt  of  Fcnrm^  and  J^a^belk  they 

*^  bad.  fpwd  only  twq  J-.»ding-pJiacc%  wWch  we» 

*'  bfttb  ne*if  ihe:  Fpiot  of  Cha^telailhn  on  the  opew 

"  B^jTt  and  wbe?^  th^  Water  y^^  ia  (hoalft  that  no* 

«  3Aij?s  cp^ld  lye  yp  tq  cpvei:  th*  I^anding,  op  fe^ 

*^  cycc  tKo  Rcfreat  of  the.  Trogps :  ypon  thiefc  Qctn-^ 

'^  |)d^^iQP^  ^  we)Las..vpoa  pthec  I^QtelMgQnce  X  had' 

*'  tefi»^«d  iftfitlWon  ta  the  P1?qc  itfclf^  ldid>  4c- 

•*  qordip^  tQ.thc?l-aot.u4e  1  ^nderft):^  to.be  m  his- 

"  M«^e.(li['^  IflftfuQlifti^  and  ^gr^eablj^  to  the  Foiv^ers- 

"  tihci:eUi  gi^en^  cw,  t^iipk  it  n*y  Duty^  i|>  fp  icpport- 

^\  ^t  and  crkiCd^:^  Cafe)  to  deiire.a  Qrn^ral  Onincil' 

**  ^CWar,  to.  t;akc  Injtb.  Cqi^(^rad|(^  what  wailMjo* 

"  per  to  be  done  in  Execution  o^.^i^  JM^jcfty's  Secret* 

**  inflm!&iPAS*    Th^r  ^ouncil,^  cpmpo&d  equally  of 

"  ]y^d  a^d  S^a^  Officers,   ha«iBg  confidered  the- 

"  N^WQ,  ftf  thfi  Landing,  on,  th^  or\e;  Hand»  and' 

*^*  pf  the;,  At(taplf,  tp.^  be  made  Qn.  R(H>hefwt  on.the^ 

"  vWi  th^  QJSi;ci|s  .were  wnanimqufly  of  opimon^ 

^'  X^^^^.  Attftrapi  upon  Kochefort  was  neither  ad^ 

"  vjfc^jjlp  npu  praitjca^jje..    I  coofryrfed  in  that  Opi* 

*'  nifii?.,  a^dthawght  tihat  neithcii  ipy  Duty,,  nor  Ifce- 

"  wr^  6^  hi5;  M^jpfty'^'  ScrviGp,.  ]p«;aiitted  om^ta- 

**  ctegg^^froip  iti.  r 

"  And  th^t  our  Rjeafous.  for  fp  dojj^  mayiitore' 
*'  fil)ly.  appear  jto  thi^, Court,  I  will  ftate^  aa  cieady 
^*^  ^%](  caq^  thp  Grounds  upon  wfhieh  werproceeded; 

"  -Rf^f>;  In  Cor^ficniatipaof  whflip.ha^heoa  already 
"  m^qtipnediiq  i:c|^r4  t<>.  the  Landings  the  Opinioir 
"  oXfp;  many  3e<^  Officers,  qf  thsgr^ateft  Judgnacmr- 

*'  ajjd^j^icpqrienfid  f^ped  abfoluwly^condufive.    Ta' 
*'  tHi$iW4s .added  the Peclaratipnof'the moft knowing 
**  and  able  Pilot  in,  the  Fleet,  who.  faid,  that,  with 
**  Wcftcrly  Winds,  which  fct  in  from,  the  Bay  of  5i/- 


or- 
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*  ^ay^  he  has  known  fiich  a  Sea  in  that  Road,  that 
H  he  himfelf  was  kept  many  Weeks  on  Board  his 
V-  Ship,  iKrithbut  being  able  once  t6  go  on  Shore^ 
•♦  And  as  in  tHfcOpinioh  of  all",  or  itioft  of  the  Sea 
^  Officers,  both  wefterly  Winds  and  blowing  Wea- 
V  ther  were  daily  expefted  at  this  Seafon.' of .  the. 
•*  Year,  it  muft-appear,  that  the  Rifquc  of  fending 
•♦i  the  Troops  afhore,  under  the  Circumftantes  <Je- 
^  fcfibcd,  ^ould  by  no  Means  ,bi Juftificd,  though 
•*  there  had  been  a  better  Prbfpect'of  Succefe  than 
**  there  was',  *in'  regain 'to  rije  Attempt  oh  Roche- 
^'for'ti  as  ih  all  Gafes  of  a  Befcenr,  particularly  of 
*>  a-  titfctnt  upon  the  Continent  of  France^  a  fecure 
•*  Retreat  for  the  Troops,  and  a  conftant  Comrhuni- 
**  4:ation  v^Jth' the 'Ships,  from,  whence  .alone. the, 
•^  Troops  are  to  draw  their  Proviffon  arid  Ammuni- 
**  ti^n,  mud  be  attended  'to:'l)y'th'0fe  to  whom  his 
**  jMajefty  trufts  the  Command  tJf  his  Troops,  as  ab- 
**^  fojutefy  necfeffaryy*  and- that  u^on  Which  the  Ser^ 
*$  vice  wholly  ciep(*nd^.'  '   '    .    ' 

•.  A4.  In  regard  to  the  forcing  of  Rodbeftfrty  the  weajc- 
*^  dl  Part  of  the  Pfacei   according  to  the  firft  Intel-, 
*?'  ligence  of  it,   was  at'  an  Opening  on  the  weft  Side  . 
*'  of  the  Rampart,  feid  by  'thierri  the  Pilor^  to  be 
*r  about  fixty  Yards  in  LengtK;  but  as  this  laid  by 
^^oh^^ivef,  where  the  Ground  was  in  general  low^ , 
**-  marftiy;  and  ciit  with  Ditches,  into  which  the  Tide 
*^'flovwd,  and-alfo  by  T&urri  the*  Pilot'3  Evidence, 
*t  .was  cJofed  with  a  Palliflade,  itis  plain,  a  few  Days, 
•*  nay,  a  few  Hours  Work  muft  make  it  defenfible 
•Va^iifft:*  a  Coup  de  Main ;  as  it  is  known,  a  good 
*\Iotrenchment  may  be  thrown  up,    in  foft  yielding 
*'  Ground  like  that,  in  twelve  Hours  Time,  and  by 
*''  lying  oft  the  Water  Level,  the  Ships  in  the  River 
^S  would  intii-efy  commandite  as  the' Pilot  declared, 
*^:thi8y  did  command  all  the  Ground  by  the  Water- 
*S'ddge;  and  that,   in  the  prefent  Cafe,   within  left 
*^  than  half  Muflcet-lhot,  which  was  a  better  Defence 
*^  than  the  Flanks  of  any  BaftloAsi 
:'.  "•  \  .  ^ .     -  '.  u  "    .    f<  As 


in) 

"  Ai  ro  thcrieft.Qf  the  arciimference,  the  Rath- 
*|  part  was  gpnerally  proved  to  be  ftrong  and  high, 
•*  with  a  Ditch,  which  twi>  Witneffcs  declared  ix>fi- 
''  tivdy^  they  thcmiblvei  had  feeti  full  of  Water 
^*  quite  toundy  by  fnean$  of  Sluices  in  the  Town  t 
•*  and,  though  the  chief  Engineer  did  not  think  the 
'<  Diti^b  cap^blfe  of  being  flowed^  yet  if  it  was  fo,  ht 
^^  thought  it  nbt  pradiicahle  to  ts^e  the  Place  hi 
«  Efcalade;  "• 

Many  of  the  Prifbners  declared  there  were  Num- 
df  I'roops  Upon  the  Shore}  both  Regular^ 
^^  and  Militia^  add  eveii  hamed  particular  Regi- 
**  ment?; 

^'  What  ieemed  cettaim  bn  the  whole  was^  that  tho* 
^^  even  after  all  the  Alarm  there  was  on  the  Coaft^ 
^^  it  was  pblfible  there  might  not  be  an  Army  aflem* 
^^  bled  to  exigage  us  in  the  Field  i  yet  it  fecmed  highly 
^*  ittiprobabl^^  that  there  (hould  not  be  a  fuffident 
*•  Force  to  make  a  good  Garrifpn  in  the  Place; 
**. There  were  alfo  great  Numbei-s  of  Workmen  be- 
"  k>flgiiig  to  the  Docks  i  and  the  Crews  of  thcShip^ 
/'  then  in  the  River,  if  compleat^  amounted  to  near 
*•  3000  M<^n. 

^^  It  muft  alfo  be  cdnfidered^  thilt  thdugh  nd 
^*  AUfm  ihould  have  been  tak^h  before  tve  came 
*'  within  Sight  of  Olerofii  which  iftras  on  the  aoth^ 
**  it  wis  from  that  to  the  24th5  ^heh  the  Report  of 
"  the  Sea  Officers  was  made,  five  Days  inclufivc  •; 
**  we  muft  have  been  two  Days  tnore  in  Landing  th6 
^'  Army  and  Stores ;  and  had  theh,  as  we  are  in- 
'*  fbrmed>  a  March  of  eight  or  nihe  Miles  to  thd 
*^  Place,  which  muft  be  made  on  the  eighth  Day 
"  from  the  Time  we  were  ften  on  the  Coaft.  Thcr<i' 
'^  could  be  therefore  no  hopes  of  a  Surprise  ;  and  as 
*^  there  was  then  a  Marefchal  of  France  in  or  near 
*'  the  Placej  it  is  impoflSble,  but  fuch  Precautions 
**  muft  have  been  taken,  as  no  Officer  of  any  Capa- 
"  city,  or  Experience,  in  the  French  Atmy,  Could 
"  have  neglefted.  Add  to  this^  that  it  wa^  now  full 
*•  Moon,  and  the  Nigbtii  were,  almoft  as   light  ad 
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<*  Day  :  So  that  to  think  of  furprizing^  or  aflaultrng 
**  a  Place,  under  all  thcfc  Circumftances,  it  is  pre- 
"  fumed,  muft  appear  contrary  to  the  Nature  of 
^^'  that  Operation,  and  to  all  the  Maxims  laid  down 
*'  by  every  military  Writer  of  Diftindion ;  fuch 
"  Attacks  being,  it  is  apprehended,  only  to  be  made 
<*  where  you  can  run  upon  a  Place  in  a  Night'sMarch, 
*'  and  where  you  are  by  previous  Intelligence,  ac- 
«*  quainted  with  the  Numbers  and  Nature  of  itS 
*'  Garrifon  and  Guards,  the  Negledt  of  its  Rounds 
"  and  Deferjce,- the  exaft  Height  of  its  Ramparts^ 
''  and  the  S^cate  of  its  Ditch,  Draw-Bridges,  Gates, 
*'  &c. 

*'  This  I  think  is  a  fair  Repreientation  of  the 
.**  Prorpe6t  I  had  in  that  Undertaking;  which,  in  the 
*'  Opinion  of  the  whole  Council  of  War,  could  not 
**  juftify  the  expofing  His  Majefty's  >  Troops,  by 
**  landing  them  without  any  Security  for  their 
.*'  Supplies,  or  for  their  Retreat. 

"  The  great  Objefl:  of  the  Expedition  having 
•'  thus  been  found  impradicable ;  that  we  might 
"  not  remain  inadlive,  while. the  Engineers  were 
*'  demoliOiing  the  Fortifications  of  the  Ifle  of  Jix^  ' 
«  wfe  did  our  utmpft  Endeavours  to  difcover,  how 
**  we  might  annoy  the  Enemy  by  any  othe^  Means. 
**  The  next  Day  after  the  Council  of  War,  being 
*^  the  26th^  was  fpent  in  examining  WitneiTes,  and 
.*'  gathering  Information,  that  we  might  judge  if  it 
"  would  be' advifeablc  to  make  a  Defcent  on  the  Ifle 
•'  of  OlerQti^  and  to  fee  \{  we  could  find  out  a  land- 
ing Place,  from  whence  any  Service  could  be  done. 
Evidence  was  examined  concerning  the  Situation 
*'  of  Fouras.  The  next  Morning  we  went  to  rc- 
**  c6nnoitre  it  from,  the  Ifle  of  ylix ;  there  was  fome 
Difference  of  Opinion  in  regard  to  an  Attempt 
upon  it,  but  we  came  to  no  final  Refolution  'till 
the  Afternoon,  when  a  Propofal  was  made  to 
•'  land  at  Chatdaillon^  and  make  a  fudden  Attack 
*'  upon  if(i7«r^j,"  and  the  other  Forts  leading  to,  and 
''  upon  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Cbarante^  with  the 

.  «  Land 
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^^  Land  fiorces.  .A  Cduocil  of  Wat  Wis  ordered 
to  : meet  in  cfaej  NAorning^  and  that  Council  wa^ 
bnaoitoous  for  aotcm^cing  ic  chat  very  Night. 
"  The  ncccffary  Orders  were  immediaccly  given  ; 
^\  aod  about  One  o'clock^  ^he  Grenadiers  and  great 
"  Part  of  the  Troops,  who  were  to  land  with  mc 
^^  in  tUe  firft  Embarkation,  were  on  Board  ;  when  a 
"  ftroDg  Wind  blowing  from  the  Shore,  the  OfBccrs 
^'  of  the  Navy  appointed  to  condudt  the  Landings 
'^  leprefentedi  that  it  was  with  Difficulty  the  Long^ 
<<  boats  could  make  Way ',  that  ft  would  be  Day 
'^  before  the-  firft  Enib^rkatioti  could  get  to  Shore : 
"  Abdthat  it-wduld  be  five  or  fix  Hours  more,  be- 
"  fore  the  Tfoops  1irft  landed  could  be  fupportcd 
^^  by  a  fecond  .Embarkation.  Add  to  this,  that  the 
"  Boats  belonging  to  the  Tranfports  would  fcarce  be 
'^  able  to  get  on  Shore  at  all.  For  thefe  Reafons, 
^^  the  Generals  found  ;the  Forces  could  not  bd 
**  boded  that  Night; 

^*  The  next  MorniogSir  Edward  Hawh  acquainted 
"  Major  General  C^imJ^ajr  and  mc,  that  if  the  Gcne^ 
'^  ral  Officers  had  no  iarvber  militaj-y  Operations  to 
*^  propofe,  confiderabk  enough  to  authorise  his  de* 
**  taining  the  Squadron  under  his  Command  longch 
*'  there^  he  intended  to  proceed  with  it  for  Englard 
"  without  lofs  of  Time,  -  I    made  anfwcr,  that  I 
"  would  lummon  the  General  Officers  to  conlider 
***  of  an  Anfwer;  and  I  defired  him  to  fignify  his 
"  Intentions  in  Writing  •,  which   he  did  in  a  Lettet 
''  to  me;     Hereupon  I  fummoned  all   thofe  Land 
**  Officers^  who  had  been  Members  of  the  Councils 
"  of .  Wan    We  then  took  Sir  Edward  Hawkeh  Let- 
"  ter  into  Confidcration  ;  and  the  fmall-  Importancd 
*'  of  the  Enterprize  againft  the  Forts  did  not  appear 
"  to  us  a  fufficient  Motive  to  juftify  us  in  detaininjg 
.«  His.Majcfty's   Fleet.     We  under ftood  the  Flact 
**  was  to  be  employed  in  more  confiderable  Services^ 
^'  after    this   Expedition   was    over  5    and   we  had 
"  learned  from  the  .Officers  of  the  Navy,  that  near^ 
**  this  Time  the  French  Fleets  from  Marfinico  and 

B  2  **  L^f^ijUdr^ 
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''  Louifiourg  sfi^rtixDdSttd.  Theft Confidoraiian^  to- 
f  ^  getber  with  the  Limitation  of  tb*  Time  for  «ur 
^^  return  to  England^  induced  us  to  confenli  to  Sir 
'*  Edward  Hawked  FropobV^ 

Mjourned  till  Monday  next  the  14/ir  Jb^nt^  at 
XI  o'Clfick. 

^<  At  a  Meeting  of  tbefaid  General  Officeca  ftp* 
\<  pointed  to  enquire  into  the  C9ufes  of  the  Fdlure 
y^  of  the  late  Expedition^  &c.  (purfaanc  to  Adjourn- 
"  ment)  oxi  Mi>ni^  iht  i ^iih  01  Novcikheri  1757." 

Read  a  fecotid  Time  Sit  Jdbn  Abrdaunt's  Nart'a- 
tive,  when  he  was  defined  to  lay  before  theBoasd  the 
whole  of  the  Paper  iie  had  from  Sir  y$tm  Ligoniery 
from  which  he  has  Quoted  two  Paragraphs;  and  the 
fame  was  read  as  follows,  viz. 

^'  There  is  a  Chance  in  the  beft  cohoerted  military 
i^  Entf^rprizes,  which  every  Man  of  long  Service 
^'  mufl:  have  experienced  ;  what  Share  then  mufb  be 
^'  left  to  Fortune  in  an  Expeditioat  where  neither 
^*  the  Country,  nor  the  Number  of  Troops  you  are 
*^  to  a£i  againft,  is  known  with  any  Preciiion. 

^*  The  Capacity  of  the  Generals  may  fupply  this 
^^  Waiit  of  Intelligence;  but  to  give  them  any  pofi^ 
^'  tive  Plan,  or  Rule  of  A£lion,  under  fuch  Circum* 
*'  ftances,  I  apprehend  would  be  abfurd. 

If  I  am  right4y  informed,  the  greit  Point  His 

Majefty  has  in  View  by  this  Expedition,  and  the 

alarming  the  Coafts  of  France,  is  the  Hopes  of 

making  a  powerful  Diverfion  in  Favour  of  H. 

<*  R.    H.    the    Duke,   as  well  as    the  King   of 

^'  Pruffia^  who  defires  and  prefles  much  this  very 

^*  Meafure. 

In  the  Execution  of  this  general  Plan,  a  ProjeA 
of  giving  a  mortal  Blow  to  the  naval  Power  of 
Franccy  is  in  his  Majefty's  Thoughts,  by  attack- 
ing and  deftroying,  if  poflible,  the  Z)ock,  Ship- 
"  ping,  and  naval  Stores  at  Rochefort.     A  Plan  of 
*^  that  Place,  given  by  ooe  of  his  Majefty's  Engi- 

*'  neers^ 
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-^  mm,  '^^hO'Wai  there  in  17549  fiiems  to  encourage 
^^  ttbe  AiCteiiipc^  and  it  mud  be  owned,  that  without 
^y  fioich  AuchoriCf)  itioemld  hardly  i)e  believed  that  a 
^^  Place  of  that  gmat  Impottance  could  be  left  in  fo 
*<  4€ftiicele6  a  ConditioQ. 

*^  In  all  doubtful  dangerous  military  Attempts, 
*'  |:he  Advjuicages  that  may  accrue  from  Succefs, 
^  oi^lft  to  be  wei^ied  againft  the  Damage  and  MiC- 
^  fomines,  that  may  be  the  ConTequences  of  a  Re* 
^*  pttlfe^  wd  diafc  well  coofidered,  may  in  Prudence 
^^  determine  the  Choice. 

^  If  iBIfr  Atctmpt  is  to  be  made  upon  Rocbeforty  it 
^^  wiH  be  thePart  of  the  Admiral  to  ki^ow  the  Coafts, 
^  to  hriAg  the  Troops  to  the  neareft  Place,  to  cover 
^  their  Landing  by  the  DifpoTition  of  his  Ships, 
^:and  to  deftrc^  any  Barbet  Batteries,  which  the; 
"^  Enemy  may  have  upon  the  Shore,  ftili  remem- 
'^  trii^t  ^^  if  the  Tro<^8  are  landed  at  too  great  k 
^  i^iftaoce  Srom  the  Place,  the  DeHgn  will  income 
^  daagprous,  ^  probably  impradticable. 

^  Suppofing  the  Troops  lanoed,  it  mud  be  left  to 
*'  the  Confideration  of  the  Generals,  whether  they 
^  fliQQ^d  not  march  with  the  proper  Precautions  di- 
'•  re&ly  to  Rocbefarty  to  prevent  any  Succours  being 
^^  tteown  into  the  Place;  at  the  fame  Time  that  the 
^*  Marines  Ihould  be  employed  in  making  a  good  In- 
"  trencbment  for  the  Security  of  the  Stores  to  be 
^*  knded-^rom  Time  to  Time,  as  well  as  of  a  Retreat 
"  10  <:!aic  of  Neceffity. 

f*  We  are  txiid,  the  Country  in  the  Neighbour- 
^^  hood  is  low  and  marfhy;  thatCircumftance  oitglu 
^  be  of  great  Advantage  in  this  Undertaking,  be- 
^*  caufe  in  that  «Cafei  Troops  cannot  march  by  Over- 
^^  tur$s  dans  la  Cempagne,  but  muft  follow  the  Dikes 
^  ^r  Caw^Sf  whiA  may  be  eafily  defendi  d  by 
^Ocwpuiies  or  Redoubts. 

*  ^  'A  fafeand'weil  fccured Communication  between 
^  die  Cfti¥ip  ^nd  the  Sea,  from  whence  you  are  to 
^  deceive  your  Supplies  of  all  Kinds,  is  abfolutely 
^  licceflary  *,  ^  Whole  depends  upon  it. 

/  B  3  ':  Put 
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. :  M  But  t\\\s  ^ti}g.doBc,iI  iboiijd  aoc.;he  JKWxk  in 

*V  P^in.:ibr  .the  Safety  oJF-  ttecfj.Xroops  •,)«! .  inferior 

.  **  Number  dares  not  ftpprbacb  lyon^riand  ojte  fuperior 

,  V.  yj'ii  not  beeaftly.  ^^mblc4  widiPut.yjoUr  km>(rii^g 

f'  of  it;  and  at  all  Events. you ihwc>feciiBnid;i^fetrean; 

to  the  Ship?;  i,n   ^n.  ^-..  r  :.!-.>    ■:   ^a  •* 
I  would  adyirC;tarprpcufd.Guid«iUp(iiVth«%ot, 

.^*  and  paying  theoi  gfeatly,'  wjien  ;fiiithfqU  :rtlierc  ai!^ 

t{un[)bers  qfBxqfc&^ms  fn'.iih^tj-flrQnnOQ>.v!tbat 

J?  with  you  w,el^,  iapd/v^wJd  be  glad'to.gopn'toard 

^'  with  you."  .:;;;.  J     ':  .  i"  :.r  .lu  '* 

;  ,V  As  fcH"  ^.  <i?«/' :4^-.il4i*W 
*•  bcft  at  your.pq^)€Jgup|^^;tltefi^l^Y!3lTOy^ 
*^'. great  Hurfy,:  Surpri?^^]  ^pd);CQnftermtibo,^  «t 
fuch  an  .unexpefted  Vifit, '♦arj^notihav.c. ihad^THnfte 
t9  ipake,  his.  Djfpofiupns.r  lB^i>  if  that  is. ^not 
tfcpught  proper,  it.  may  fucfccd  m  well.ufc^jr.  the 
.^^  Place  bag  beePiithjQRoughlyfecomabitred,  and  you 
have  fi?ct  the.$pQt&:tyhfjr€jyiu.  defiga  ico.direft  ypar 
greateft  Efforts  i:^i^  ijfidiciJirjctny,  fee  any,Pafep»- 
rations  fpr, a  j-cgjilai:Attsicfc,'rtbcy  will  Jefs  fufpeS: 
a  Ccup  4^\Main.     .        ;     ,.      .  :.  %  -' 

^\  Bexge^-pf'^Qom*  W9i%  tzhtn  by  a  Goup  dc/Maift^ 
^*  after  a  lojng  Siege.  i  . 

/^  4?/.  Philip'%r^2iS  taken  by  feeling  Ladd^b  and  A 
^*  C^«p  ^^  M<i/>,  though  the  vGarrifon  was  3000 
•'  ftrong,  afters  Siege' of  5 6. Pay Sk  :  .  .1  •:  .i-i  " 
"  The  Nepeffity  of  dividing  a  fmall  GwrifQnifJb  *a 
**  Place  of  fuch  Circumferencji.^S  ^^^A^/(V/,  fA^kia^ 
H  cilitate  the  Succefsof  ^bOld'Attetopt.'-;  %//    - 

Upon  reading  that  Part  of  ^\f  John'iMo^yi^ttth 
Narrative,  which  relates  .to  tbe.Night  of  chciiSth  ef 
Septembefj  in  which  Night,  it  w;is  proppicd  tp  have 
Janded,  where  one  Reafon  aflSgped>  why  the  Troops 
were  pot  accordingly  jgnded,  is  '^  that  it  wowld  beiDay 
f^  before  the  firft  Embarkation  could jgetop  Sbo/ej^ 
a  Kind  qf  Contradidion  was  lobferved  betWQfiP  that 
and  Rear- Admiral  Brodrid^s  l^ttRv  to  S]jtj£dwfird 
Hawke  on  that  Subjeft,  who  Writes^  ihat  *'  th^^Gei- 
^*  nerals  are  cgme  to  ^  Refoltrtipix  f^Ot  to  l^d  Jo* 

^*  night* 
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^  night,  but  CO  w&  till  Day^ligtir,  >vhen  they  can 
"  have  a  full  Vicv  of  the  Ground  where  th^y  arc  to 
**  land.'*  And  Rear-Admiral  Brodrick  was  there* 
upon  defired.  tx>  iaform  the  Board,  whether  that  wks 
the  Fa£t  he  noeaat  to  write,  or  whether  he  had^ 
through  Hurry, .  expreiied  hinofelf  ochervrife  than  he 
intended  ? 

Who  faid,  that  what  was  contained  in  the  Letter 
he  noMft  abide  by  ;.  that  he  gave  it  to  Sir  John  Mot*' 
daunt  tp  read  before  he  fent  |t,  to  fee  if  what  he  had 
wrote  was  agreeable  to  his  Intention ;  at  the  fame 
Time  defiring  Sir  John  would  explain  the  Reafons 
fully,.  a&  the  Blamd. would  lye  upon  him.  Rear- Ad- 
miral Brodrick  \  and  that  Sir  7^A»  returned  him  the 
Letter,  without  making  any  Objection  thereto  ;  and 
anfwer^d  him,  that  the  Blame  would  not  lye  upon 
him,  but  that  they  (the  General  Officers  of  the 
Land  Forces)  would  be  anfwerabie, 

Rear-Admiral  Brodrick-  added,  that  he  believes 
Major  General  Conway  Ukewife  read  the  Letter. 

Major  General  Conway  faid,  that  he  did  not  read 
the  Letter;  and  particularly  remembers,  that  from 
the  Letter  being  fo  ihort,  he  advifed  Sir  John  Mor^ 
daunU  that  it  fhould  in  his  Opinion  have  been  much 
fuller,  fetting  forth  the  Reafons  particularly  of  not 
landing  the  Forces  that  Night. 

Sir  John  Mordaunt  admitted,  that  the  Letter  was 
ftfiwa  to  him ;  but  in  the  Hurry  he  did  not  fuffi*; 
ciently  attend  to  the  Contents ;  and  at  the  fame  Time 
did  Hear- Admiral  iS^^^rrrii  the  Juftite  to  fay,  all  was 
ready  on  his  Part,  and  that  he  (hewed  the  greateft 
Headinefs  to  aflift  and  co-operate  for  the  Good  of  the 
Service ;  but  that  he  was  certainly  miftaken  in  the 
Reaibn  affigned  for  the  not  landing  -,  and  in  order  now 
to  convince  the  Hear- Admiral  thereof,  defired  him 
to  rccoilecft,  whether  all  the  Arguments  ufed  did  not 
turn  upon  its  being  neceffary^  or  atleaff  advifaWe^ 
to  land  before  Day-light )  which  was  thought  Scarcely 
fpffible,  as  the  Wind  then  was. 

8  4  Rear 


Rcar-Adimral  »odrick  tcpyf%  th*t  the  latodittg 
liTDuid  have  beeA  attended  wich  ^reat  DUHpiJ^lcy,  bu| 
js  prejty  well  ^ffurcd,  thpy  would  have  been  ofi 
Shore  before  Day-light,  or  near  t4«e  Tihie  of  Day  i 
jbut  chat  both  W^nd  an4  Tide  would  have  beeii  again(l' 
them  for  tlifefecoqd  Embe^rkatiQn,  Which  ^wooid  h^ve? 
pccafipned  4F  lead  fix  Hours  Diftancc  between  the  fifft 
and  fecond  Landing:;  be  is  neverthetefs  fatisiied  there 
is  no  Mi|):ake  in  his  Letter y  and  maft  beg  Leav€  tq 
repeat  the  Words  Sir  J^fin  kirtiifelf  made  pfe  of, 
that  they  muft  fee  the  GrissUnd  they  were  to  land 


C( 


•'  on." 


Major  General  Ccmvay,  in  CjVdef  ^30  explain  this, 
obferved,  that  Rear-Admird  ifiW^it  muft,  as  he 
imagines^  have  miftaken  the-Senfe;  in  whkh  thoft 
Words  were  ufed,  as  what  he  ocmcttves  to  have  been 
meant  by  them  is.  Sir  John  Mordakufi*^  !n*entiofi  of 
having  the  Ground  viewed  im  tlie  Morning,  in  order 
%o  embark  the  Night  fpHowing, 

The  following  QuefHons  were  itien  pmpofed  by  hi^ 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlbprou^if  to  Sir  Jabii  Mor- 
daunts  defiring  he  woudd  ufe  his  Difcretion  in  anrv^^**^ 
ing  them,  and  received  the  feyeral  Anfwers  fubfcribec} 
to  each  Queftion,  vix. 

^  Was  the  Attack  of  the  Fort  on  the  Ifle  ©f  Aix 
with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  JLpanfding  on  the  Conq* 
nent?'- 

.  A.  When  he  firfl:  attended  the  Council  in  Londoff^ 
}ie  underftood  it  was;  and  is  of  Opinion^  the  Fott 
alone  w^^  of  no  Confequence,  ha^  it  not  been  wltli 
that  View, 

^  Was  that  Attack  neccflkry  to  engage  the  At- 
tention of  the  whole  Fleet  and  Army  i 

yi.  In  his  Opinion  it  w^s,  becaufe  he  underftood 
^he  taking  that  Fort,  and  Fort  Fcuras^  was  to  be 
jfJonc  by  the  Shipping,  and  then  they  might  havft 
gone  o^  to  Rccki^fr<l.  »    » 

^  Did  he  fee  any  Number  erf  Forces  or  Batteries 

on  the  Shore,  fo  as  to  maice  the  Afliftance  of  ehc 

'  '   •  ••    -  •  •  •      -    .  '. ..     %  •..   .  ». '^        , 

Ships 
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SMffi  ntoAtf  to  ti^ti  the  lan^ng  on  tlie  Contl- 
pent  ? 

-rf-  H^we  wferf  Fowes  and  Cinliton,  but  the  Num- 
ber he  caA'f  §ft(v(^r  foir^  and  the;^  Were  at  a  piftance' 
ifrom-the^Shdt^  at  |lie  Time  the  Ifle  lof  ^>  was  taken,, 
aid  idfd  ki6t  knoi^i  where  there  was  a  Place  tQ  land^ 
Tbe  Ca^ia^f 'the  ^/>i#*  Stoop  faid,  the  Sand  Htll$ 
where  they  wa*  to  land  wouM  have  concealed  any^ 
Number  of  JFcft^es^  ahd  it  was  not  natural  to  expeft. 
^''ttOSfo^WOiM^  (^  themielves,  till  they  knew 
where  tiie  I^ndfA^  wsA  iiicended.  ' 

^.  Did  he  fend  the  Quarterniaftcr  General  or  any 
hskdOSSlf^Si^^  WitH  Rear  A(^ntlrai  Brairickj  to  recon« 
noitre  the  Landing,  Places  ? 

Ai  He  tbbbght  that  a  Matter  relating  to  the  Sea, 
and  he  did  not :  And  befides,  they  could  only  make  the 
$«dr)dln|^  iil  the  Wight,  and  confe^udntly  his  fendkig 
%  Eacftd  ©iteer  with  them  could  have  been  of  no  Ufe- 

^  When  the  Admiral  returned  wkh  his  Report; 
if  a  GcMftcil  of^  War  was  thought  neceflary,  why  was 
^  *Sh(|ycd  «ll  Htttt'Day^? 

A.  It  was  proppfed  by  Major  Genera!  Conway  to 
go  thiit  Afternobh  tb  the  lOc  of  Aix  to  reconnoitre 
frm\  theMe,  whether  they  could  find  out  any  Place 
near  or  toward  Fouras,  and  alfo  to  examine  the  Prifon* 
ers-i  ^i»4  thfe  Men  of  War  laid  at  fuch  a  Diftance 
item  each  other  at  that  Time,  that  the  Members  of 
the  Councjl  could  not,  without  fome  Difficulty,  be 
conve^iaS. 

!^  iM  he  ^  th^t  Afternoon  to  the  Me  of  JhcP 

A.  Yes. 

•  •  •      •      «    • 

^  0desfcdrfrfnlk,  that  aDetachttieht  offour  or  five 
hundred  Men  eoutdhave  taken  Fort  Four 4s  by  Land, 
whilft  t^fc  reft  wet^e»  marching  to /2i?/rfc/^f-/ ^ 

ArV^^^yfri6tU^^,  at  thftt  IPim*,  ofAe  Strength 
tX¥6ft  /%/*-rfJr^n'*et.and-iide.      '*        ''^  :•    ' 

1^  Wadhebeenin'Pcffeffionof:PortFi>«r2W^  d6ul5 
'tlwlj^yi<**aV6<e«urfcd  a  Retreat  by  that .  very  riai*6^ 
Heck  of  Land,  whic^  runs  but  into  the  Sea^  agiainft 

a  much 
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a  much  greater,  Number  of  .F(m%9,{«hat.  might  h^ve 
oppofed  them  ? 

Jl.  For  aa  Anfwer  to  this  QjiOi^iOBi  he  bcgS  'Leave 
to  refer^  to  M^^of-GtvitXdX  Conway^  wje^o  iaid*  that 
Way,  with  Vice ,  Admiral  JKIi^«£?/fj's  EMvtfion*; 


•if*- 


Major  (^tnex^X  Cpn'^oj^^s  AnfwfCf  \%  That  jthe  Pare 
referrtrd  to,  is  fiot  properly  ^  Ned[ctof  Lan^^  but  a 
fond,  which  is  covered  at  High«'W:ptcr/..  •  » 

^,  (To  Sir  y&fm  MordaunU)  EHhss  he  not  think 
hj5  pbuld  have  fecureda  Retreat  .(independent  Of*  that 
fupppfed  Neckof  Lajpd)  if  in  j^ofiefliOn  of  FOft-i^* 
raff  /  •«  •    '  -••  u'-  •  •  .  r .    I  * 

.  yf.  Doubtlefs  it  y^ould,  havp  heeriiof  great  Ufc  foi^ 
fecuring  a  Retreat.  ...?»'.     ^         •      :     . 

^  W^re  not  tlje  ^counts  oi^Kofkefgri  cohtradic- 
iprjr;    ..    -^  .;;  ,...,    ....    '..,f,.j;-.  .    •      '  ..    v-  .  .^ 

4,,  It  i^  dJi^Qylt;tp  reoolleft.all  thjit  mjlght  b^faid 
on  the  Sutyeitj;  the  Ooupjcil  c^f;  War  fhews  thwe  vHa* 
;i  Contradi<5tipn.,  -        .     .  , . ; .  '>  ,     :  ' :    .  . 

,  ^  Pjd  tl^c  EvA^^e  of  th?  JFrfffc^  PrifQners^,tafc€a- 
at  the  IQe  of  ^/>  conrradidt,  ,of .  cpnfirm  the  R,ep(>i3t  of 
JLieut-. Colonel X/gr/^ f*  *  •/     .;  \,  .,  -    ' 

.  A.  Some  ^ontradii^ted,  and  ifop^e  confirmed  \t  \,  buf 
^e  gave  jiule  priino:  Wpighu  .1^  what,  the.  Fremb 
Prifoncrs  fiiid.r  *  ,  :    :  : 

'  ^  Dici  the  iiy j^epce,  t;hat  /aid  there  w^  a  wet 
pitch  round  the  Town,  affyn?,.that  that  Ditch  re- 
ipained  wet  ap  Lo>y: Water ?     '-    ,     ' 

A,  He  refers  to  the  Council  of  War,  and  thmHs 
from  the  Siuices  atbqth  Ends,  it  i$  natural  tafuppofe 
it  muft  be  fo, 

.  -^  Do^  hethink.it  pofliblfl. to  judge  .<jf  thf  Prac- 
ticability of  talfing  a. Place  by  Aflauk  without  recon- 
noitring, fincc  the/Evidence  .was  contradiftory? 

A,  Hi3  Narrative,  as  he:  coaceivqs^  explains  that 
very  fully-,  and  he  begs' leaye^  •^.ir^msurk.tha^tWQ 
Witneffcs  fajv:  thp  Place  wet*  apjl  the  other  only 
lays,,  that  whcr);he  faw  4;he  Ditchj,  k  4jd  not  appe^f 
to  .him  capable 'ftf  being  flowed.  . . 
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^'  D|d  he;  aomdiuokitte  his  Inftru&ions  to  the 
Council  of  War  ? 

ji.  He  laid  them  upon  the  Table. 

^  What  was  done  on  the  a  6th  and  27th  ofSepr' 
t ember  ? 

-4,  He  rcfch  to  the  Narrative. 

^  What  Reafons  induced  him  to  confedt  to 
landing  lUi/tbe  2gtbj  fince  it  appeared  fo  difficult 
on  the  25ch  ? 

uif.,:  T\k.  Pifficulty  was  the  Retreat,  and  if  they 
tooki^r^iy  which  it  was  in  View  to  h|tve  done  oh 
the  zStbftv  itbey  had  a  Retreat. 

^  Why  would  he  rifque  the  Troops  on  an  ia- 
conlideKable  Object,  when.he  did  not  think  it  adrift- 
able  ttDttiftiiie  them  on  that  of  fo  much  more  Impor^> 
'ance^  and  particularly  pointed,  out  by  .his  Inftru&icms^ 
niz.  the  Attack  upon  Kocbefort  ? 

^.,  Hedookod  tipoa  it,  the  great  fi  ifque  was  av<^ed 

byi  feturing  a:  jietMat  in  the  taking  of  Four  as  ^  dxA 

juthevpther  Cafe  :(jthratx)f  attempting  Rfitbefort  witb- 

puft  fin^b  R«trp9t\M|;ef<n'9[to  the  Quotation  from  Sir 

•  Jvinf^Ugmex^,^  Paper. oicd  in  ihis  Narfative. 

\^i  llojfccame  he  tto  l-efdlvje  on  xeturning  to  Eng- 
isiiitf  iiothottt  hddbgiftri^  of  War,  feeing 

it  bad^b^vnaain^QuOy  '^agreed  in  a  former  CouncH 
to  land? 

-4.;jHe»ffefershitafcJf  to  his  Narrative,  and  to  Sir 
Edward  ii&nc^^'si Letter  id.  him^  whitb  w^s  produq 


s 
•    »  I  » 


.  ,;•  . '  ?V  Ramjiies^  Mafyue  Road^  ^gth  S^ept.  1757* 

.  F)^ySiti6idd  the  General  CXHcors  ofitbe.Troop^  have 
.^  ^JioaftrthinMilitkry'  Operation  to  propofe.)  conr 
^^  jfidemblei  vMvgh  to,  authorize  my  d^inijng  :the 
<^  Squacjrori  under  my.  Command  longer   here,    I 

4'*  bee 


[IS.:] 

^  beg  Leaw  to«oqi»iiit  yottr  tbit  I  iMendio 
**  cced  with  it  for  England  without  Lok  ctf  Tihie/* 

■  ^^  ias*!,  Sir,  your  moft  Obedient 
"To  **  Moft  Humble  StrVane^ 


*•  Sir  y*"^^  ^*''<'^K»'- 


Sir  John  Mffrdanfit  Jiavkig  aQfmrecl  to^lic  ie'ipteral 
Queftions  propcfed-  to*  him,  defin&d  tcr  <^Merve  ih 
Addition  to  his  Nsrratbe,  that  tEhe  firfi  Ctelijgil  Wflfe 
ta  have  tak^ft  /*  .(/fe  ^'^/^^  and  P^rt  Poutas  by  Sea, 
^nd  then  there  would  jiave  'been  groaft  El^fe  in  iiiie 
t^  of  the  Enterprise ;   tlut  he  jma^ine^l  fi^oin  die 

betaken  by  Sea;  an^«iii t^eSviemog'Of takine/'^ 
WJix^  Mim%\ :  Sii^  S^^etfi^.  ^Bmulf  >memi6Ml,.  that 
lit  would  tak^^  ^^uitat  thd  next  Moraiiigy  4)y4ayio$ 
^  5liip to  -it:  ^tid  i|:he  i^6»t:.M(kiiiiig^  ^E^kbani 
oa31ed  for  tliti  Pd^  4»f:  cb^^Mi^ittibijEttr^  ^and  cMihiiied 
him,  whetl^r  lie  oooU  lai/Iiidii  8bip  1I>^  ai^i^i^ifiiiM^ 
Fort  Fourfis?  xb  (wihicii  thbp«h)t:>flnfwered^  iio  cd^ld. 
The  fatne  Morning 'MagorGim^C^wtyiC^^ 
the  Rumiiiesj  and  pM<2J^'vibe'^^laaire£OT^d'«d  in 
the  Narrative.  ^. !        •  * 

Gdlonel  ^S^;*^^  Wvip^  QiKineWMBfter  <Seneral  -upon 
ihe  Expe^ittion^  beingcCatlcd;  at  tbe-Deike^  iSir  J^bn 
Mordaunt^  and  defired  to  inform  the  Board  what  pa{i- 
fed  the  Evening  after  taking  the  IJle  ^Aix^  in  regard 
to  the  Attack  of  FouraSy  —  faid,  that  he  had  been  at 
che  .1(16  pf  Jii^Sj  ^  i^onvieS.  ^Ebbiit  .8.o^Clock»  and 
took  the  Liberty  of  fuggefting  his  Opinion  to  Sir 
Edward  Hawke  and  Sir  Jehn  MordautU^  that'  he  did 
not  doubt  but  a  Ship  of  War  might  batter  Fort  Fox- 
ms^  tnA  thkt  a  Body  of  Ti»obps  »i^t  be  khlidl  at 
the  fame  tim»)  Md  attack  it  y(vdix  Succefiss  He)Codk 
the  Liberty  alfo  ^to  tnendoi^  (^as  heoniy  had&mtthe 
Fort)  that  if  i^ir  Edmmd  Hm^ke  thought  proper  t6 
make  a  Diverfioft  near  Rocbelk  at  the  fape  time,  it 

might 
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might:  tia^gfc  the  Attain tion  of  the  French^  aod  give 
an  Opportunity  of  making  a  Defcent  between :  He 
aliU  hinted   his  Opinio A^  ^  to  fending  the  Bocnb 
Keiches  out^oot  kM>Wing,  but  Bombs  might  be  throwa 
irtto  RbcbiUex  and  Sir  Edward  fent  for  them  up  accor- 
ilmglf J     He  likewife  mentioiKd  another  Circum- 
ftanoe,  in  regard  \0  iendii^    for  the  Pilot  of  the 
Mi^aiAtu^  who  wduld  inform  Sir  Edward^  if  there 
wte  Depch  of  Water  fufficient  to  carry  a  Ship  up  to 
f9im^  \  addingi  from  the  indiflS^renc  Opinion  he  had 
crf^iihe  Fort,  a  Forty  or  Fifty  Gun  Ship  might  at  leafl: 
annoy  the  Fort,  fo  is  to  give  afi  Opportunity  of 
Landing.    SiiP  Edward  then  feemed  to  incline  to  the 
Attick  of  FoMTos^  and  mentioned  the  Barfleur  as  « 
Ship  he  intended  to  employ ;  taiked  of  doing  it  th4 
oeict  Momirtg,  and  appeared  very  keen  and  warm 
about  it ;  that  Sir  E^ard  did  fend  for  the  Pilot  of 
fh^Magmtmim^  andeJiamined  him  the  nelct  Day,  but 
he,  Cotonel  Wdfe^  was  not  prefent  -,  that  he  fpoke  to 
die  PUoc  of  the  M^gnanimi  htmlelf  the  next  Morning 
(but  whether  before  or  after  his  being  examified  by 
Sir  Edsffard,  is  not  certain)  and  aiked  him»  whether 
he  could  carry  a  Ship  up  to  Fcuras?  The  Pilot's  An- 
fwer  was,  either  he  could  (or  he  believed  he  couW) 
uke  the  Magnanime  within  half  a  Mite,  as  he  under- 
ftood,  of  Fourasi  and  if  he  recolleds,  faid,  he  would 
beat  itdowti  in  lefs  Time,  than  he  had  done  the  other 
Fort.     He  aflced  the  Pilot  further.  Whether  between 
Fort  Fimras  and  Fort  la  Point  any  Perfons  could  bc^ 
haded  during  the  Attack  to  invefl  FouraSy  and  de- 
futd  the  Pilot  to  find  a  Guide  amongd  the  Prifoners, 
to  (hew  a  proper  Place  for  landing,  venturing  to  tdi 
him,  they  (hould  be  handfomely  rewarded,   if  thfey 
performed  the  Service  well.     He  alfo  afked  the  Pilot, 
why  he  chofc  the  Magnanime^  rather  than  the  Barfieur^ 
or  any  other  Shi{[i  ?  he  anfwered,  on  account  of  the 
Captain,  of  whom  his  Expreljion  was,  *'  //  e^  jtunt 
"  i£  brave^  Servez  vous  ^».** 
Being  aiked  by  Sir  John  Mordagnt^  whether  he  ever 

heard 
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heard  atiy  Sea  Czpiian  fay,    he    would    undeita^ 
the  taking  of  the  Fort  ? 

Anfwered,  Captain  Coliy  of  the  Princefs-^Wtf//^,'  iit 
Converfation  on  that  Head,  told  him,  he  had  madef 
Offers  to  attack  it  \  is  not  certain  he  faid^  he  had  made 
thofe  Offers  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke^  but  frequently  to 
Mr.  Brodrick.  He,  Colonel  fVolfi;^  likewife  dbferved 
CO  Captain  Colbyj  as  it  was  then  late^  being  the  aSth 
S&ptembetj  if  che  Troops  were  puflied,  there  might 
poflibly  be  a  Neceflity  of  attacking  it,  in  order  to 
bring  off  the  Troops  ;  and  fald,  in  that  Cafe  he  fup- 
pofed,  as  an  EngUjbman  who  wifhed  well  to  his  Coun- 
try, he  would  urge  the  Admiral  to  do  it ;  and,  he  be- 
lieves, he  fpoke  to  the  fame  Purpofc  afterwards  to 
Mr.  Brodrick  in  the  America. 

Being  afked,  of  what  Strength  did  F(7^r<7j  appear 
to  him,  when  he  fir  ft  reconnoitred  it  ? 

Anfwercd,  he  faw  it  immediately  after  the  Attack 
of  the  Ifle  o^Aixy  and  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  weak 
Fortrefs :  The  Front  and  Parapets  were  of  Mafohry^ 
which,  he  conceives,  mufl  have  been  of  Advantage, 
and  confifted  of  aftreight  Line  of  a  Wall,  and  another 
within  that  higher  up,  and  no  Outworks,  (he  fpeaks  i 
of  the  Side  towards  the  Sea.)  —  He  could  not  from 
his  Eye  difcover  the  Land-fide,  nor  get  one  Word  of 
Intelligence  concerning  it  at  that  Time.  There  were 
24  Embrazures  to  the  Sea  fide,  and.  a  Battery  be- 
yond, which  Battery  he  did  not  fee  the  firft  Day. 

Being  alked,  (by  Sir  John  Mordaunfs  Defire) 
what  Number  of  good  Troops  would,  in  his  Opi- 
nion, have  enabled  a  Commander  to  prevent  their 
landing  at  the  propofcd  Landing-place  at  Cbate^ 
laillon  ? 

Anfwcred,  Any  Opinion  he  cm  form  upon  that 
Point  miift  be  very  indeterminate;  but,  from  what 
he  could  obferve,  the  Sand  Hills  were  pretty  near  to 
jthe  Water-fide,  arid  his  Notion  is,  all  Circumftanccs 
confidercd,  a  Thoufand  good  Foot,  and  200  or  300 
Horfe,  might  have  prevented.  ab«up*2OO0  Men  t^and-^ 
'  ing  from  Boats, 

Being 


.    .   t  jO 

Being  aiked  by  the  Boards  Hd^  many  could  Kave 
embarked  in  the  Boats  ?    . 

Anfwered,  He  believes  there  was  never  an  cxa£t 
Calculation  made  of  that;  he  fhould  think  about 
thirty-Gx  Companies,  which  confided  of  about  fixcy 
private  Men  each,  befides  Officers. 

^  Did  he  fee  any  Troops,  where  it  was  propofed  to 
land?' 

J.  No.  He  faw  fix  Pieces  of  Cannon  on  tha 
Point*  but  which  he  thinks  could  not  reach  the 
Beach. 

^  If  a  fufficient  Number  of  Men  had  been  con- 
cealed behind  the  Sand  Hills,  could  Ships  in  that 
Cafe  be  of  any  Ufe  to  cover  the  Landing  ? 

A.  No :  Such  Troops  mulS:  have  been  fafe  From 
the  Ships  while  concealed. 

Colonel  George  Hcwardy  being  called  at  Sir  John 
Mordaurit^s  Defire,  and  alked,  what  Atcount  the 
Captain  of  the  yiper  Sloop  gave  him  ?  faid,  that  he 
received  Sir  John  Mordaunt^s  Orders  to  go  reconnoi- 
tring with  Colonel  fFolfe  on  Tburfd^y,  which  he  be- 
lieves was  the  29th  of  September  \  and  when  they 
came  to  the  Viper  Sloop,  which  was  ftationed  neareft 
the  Coaft,  as  they  were  taking  their  View  of  the 
Land,  he  alked  Captain  Skynner^  the  Commander, 
feme  Queftions  relative  to  Obfervations  he  might 
have  made.  The  Captain  faid,  he  came  there  on  the 
Sunday  before,  and  that  on  the  Sunday  Afternoon,  or 
Monday  Morning,  he  faw  a  confidcrable  Number  of 
Troops  marching  down,  and  that  he  reckoned  eight 
or  nine  Pair  of  Colours  ;  that  he  faw  them  in  Camp ; 
that  the  next  Morning  the  View  of  the  Camp  was 
intercepted,  fo  that  he  could  not  fee  them  again, 
which  he  attributed  to  the  Enemy  having  flung  tjp 
fome  Ground  on  the  Beach ;  and  that  he  faw  the 
Sand  Hills  on  the  Beach  confiderably  higher  than 
they  were  on  Sunday  when  he  came  there ;  which  he, 
Colonel  Howardj  reported  to  Sir  Jobn  Mordaunt. 

Being  queftioned  by  the  Board,  whether  he  afked 
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the  Captain  of  what  paiticular  Numbers  he  ttioi%ht 
the  Troops  might  confif):  ? 

S^id,  ne  did  afk  him  that  Quedion,  aod  that  the 
Captain  ai>fwered  himi,  he  could  not  determine  ^  btic 
that  he^  Colonel  How^d^  might  better  judge  from 
the  Number  of  Colours. 

Being  queftioned  farther,  he  fald,  the  Captain 
could  give  np  Defcri^tion  of  the  Quantity  of  Groun4 
they  covered  in  their  Camp>  nor  did  he  fpecify^ 
whether  they  were  regular  Forcei^  or  the  TroQpi^  of 
the  Country, 

Captain  Thomas  Ojbert  MordautU  being  eXisimineds 
at  the  Defife  of  Sir  John  Mordaunt^  iaiq^  that  he  rcr 
ceived  a  MeiTage  from  Sir  Edtvard  Hawh  the  Morn* 
ing  after  the  Attack  upon  the  Ifle  of  Ai9S^  de&ring 
him  to  come  down  to  the  Cabbin  \  where  he  found 
the  Admiral,  Vice-Admiral  Knowles^  and  the  Pilot 
of  the  Magnanim.  The  Admiral  defired  hift^  Cap* 
tain  Mordaunt^  as  he  did  not  underftand  Fren^  himt 
felf,  to  afk  the  Pilot  fome  Queftions  for  him.  Aftef 
afking  fome  about  the  Approach,  to  RocbeUe^  he  afked 
particularly,  how  near  a  Ship  could  be  brought  to  \ 
Fmras  \  the  Pilot  faid,  he  could  bring  the  Magna-^^^ 
nime^  as  his  Expreflion  was  *'  dans  m  demf  Mile^ 
^*  meme  dans  un  quart  de  Mile  \*  but  he  muft  then 
run  the  Ship  upon  the  foft  Mud,  in  which  £he  would 
iland  fecure  till  the  next  Tide,  which  would  bring 
her  oif.  And  left  there  fhould  have  been  any  Mifr 
ynderflanding,  as  to  the  Diftance  intended  by  a  Mile^ 
the  Pilot  was  defired  to  explain  himfelf,  and  faid  l^e 
meant  "  Miles  of  England.  "  The  Admiral  repliedi 
that  would  do.  The  Admiral  then  aflced,  if,  by 
lightening  the  Barfleur^  he  could  bring  her  as  near  3 
the  Pilot  faid  he  could,  but  he  had  rather  go  with 
the  Magnanime^  becaufe  Captain  How  was  young  and 
brave ;  and  that  he  could  not  be  better  employe^ 
than  in  the  Service  of  his  Country.  The. Admiral 
^mentioned,  he  did  not  care  that  Ship  (hould  goy  a^ 
Jbavjng  been  upon  fevere  Service  before^ 
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Major  General  Conway  being  defined  by  Sir  John 
Mordaunt  to  give  an  Account,  as  to  the  Time  pro- 
pofed  for  landing,  whether  it  was  intended  to  have 
been  by  Night,  or  by  Day-light,  and  the  Reafons  of 
its  being  put  off,  faid,  that  he  underftood  it  to  have 
'  been  the  Intention  of  all  (he  knows  it  was  his  own) 
to  have  landed  in  the  Night,  and  theDifpofition  was 
made  to  land  accordingly.  Captain  How  firft  came 
on  Board  the  RamilUes^  where  they  all  were  before 
they  went  to  their  Rendezvous ;  and  faid,  he  was 
forry  to  obferve  to  them,  the  Wind  was  fprung  up 
from  the  Shore,  and  feared  it  would  be  a  great  Ob- 
ftruftion  to  landing  that  Night. — Sir  John  Mordaunt 
faid,  he  would  go  to  the  Rendezvous  on  board  the 
^  Americay  where  they  fhould  be  better  Judges,  and  that 
he  would  make  the  Landing,  if  poflible.  When  they 
came  on  board  the  America^  Rear- Admiral  Brodrick 
aod  feveral  of  the  Captains  faid  (believes  Mr.  Brodrick 
fpoke  firft,  but  is  not  certain)  they  hoped  it  would 
not  be  imputed  to  any  Backwardnefs  in  them,  but  it 
was  their  Opinion,  the  Wind  fat  fo  ftrong  againft 
^hcm,  it  would  be  about  Day-light  before  the  Boats 
cdold  get  to  Shore,  and  fix  Hours  more,  before  a 
fecond  Embarkation  could  be  landed.  Sir  John 
Mordaunt  faid,  as  he  remembers,  the  Difpofition  was 
made  for  landing  in  the  Night,  and  that  he  thought 
it  muft  be  put  off  to  another  Night ;  and  took  the 
Opinion  of  the  Officers  prefcnt  upon  that  Subjeft, 

Major  General  Cornwallis  confirmed  the  fame  in 
general ;  adding,  that  he  rather  underftood  from  his 
Converfation  with  Captain  How^  that  his  Opinion 
was  againft  landing  in  general,  as  he  confefifes  his  own 
was;5  but  it  was  moft  indifputably  the  Intention,  that 
the  Troops  ftiould  land  in  the  Night.  He  remembers 
Captain  Dennis  particularly  thought  the'  landing,  as 
the  Wind  then  was,  an  impracticable,  or  at  leaft,  a 
very  dangerous  Enterprize. 

Colonel  George  Howard  confirmed  the  fame,  as  to 
the  Difpofition  being  made  for  landing  in  thfe  Night, 
and  the  Reafon  of  its  being  deferred. 

C  Colonel 
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Col'^nel  Thomas  Brudsnell  being  defined  by  Sir  John 
Mordaunt  to  give  an  Account  of  what  paflcd  withm 
his  Knowledge,  as  to  the  Difficulty  of  Landing,  faid, 
that  by  Sir  John  Mordaiint\  Orders  the  Afternoon  of 
the  28ch,  it  appeared  the  Intention  was  to  land  be- 
fore the  Day  came  on.  The  Long-b:  at  belonging  to 
the  Tranfport  he,  Colonel  Erndenell^  was  aboard  of, 
was  a  pretty  large  one,  and  there  were  embarked  in 
it  40  or  42  Soldiers.  They  waited  fome  Time  along 
lidc  the  Ship,  expcfting  the  Signal  to  put  off,  and 
obfervirigthat  the  Wind,  blew^very  ftrong  from  the 
Shore,  he  afl<:ed  the  M  after  of  the  Tranfport»  whe- 
ther he  thought  it  poflible,  that  the  Yawl  with  four 
Soldiers  in  ic  cou  d  tow  that  Long  boat  to  Shore  ? 
who  anfwcred,  he  was  fatisfied  it  was  impoffible  to  do 
it  in  lefs  than  feven  Hours,  but  he  rather  thought  it 
wasimpofl]ble  to  do  it  at  all.  He,  Colonel  Brudenelly 
had  apprehended  the  Men  of  War's  Boats  were  to 
have  attended,  and  afiiftcd  in  towing  them  ;  for  hav- 
ing been  on  Board  fevtral  Shi;:s,  it  appeared  to  hrm 
an  impoffible  Thing ;  this  was  about  One  in  the 
Morning.  Whilft  they  were  waiting,  an  Officer  of 
his  Regiment,  who  had  been  on  Board  the  Tranfpott, 

V  hence  tlie  Grenadiers  and  Pickets  were  to  go  into 
the  BoatSy  came  on  Board,  and  told  him.  Captain 
Buckle  oi  iht  Royal  George  had  been  on  Board  that 
Tranfpott,  and  obfervcd  to   tht-m,  that  as  the  Wrnd 

V  as,  he  thought  it  impraftica'ole  for  the  Boats  to 
land  ,  and  that  Captain  Buckle  was  gone  on  board  the 
Admiral  to  acquaint  him  therewith.  In  about  an 
Hour  and  an  half  after  that,  another  Boat  came  along 
fide  the  Tranfport  with  a  Si-a  Officer,  as  he  believes, 
in  it,  who  faid,  Captain  Buckle  v\as  come  back  from 
the  Admiral,  and  the  Men  were  not  to  land  that 
Night,  but  were  to  return  to  their  Ships  aL'ain. 
This  he  did  nor  taJce  for  an  Order,  and  fo  his  Men 
remained  in  the  Boat,  where  they  had  been  fbnie 
Hours,  till  he  received  S'wjohn  Mordaunt^ %  Orders  to 
put  them  on  Board  again.  He  likcwifeafked  fevcrral 
others  next  Day,  what  had   pafied   on    board*  tht^ir 

2  Tranfports, 
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Tranfports,  and  found  it  to  have  been  the  general 
Opinion  of  the  Mafters,  that  it  was  not  poifible  to 
land  that  Night. 

Vice  Admiral  Knowks  being  afked,  at  Sir  Join 
M&rdauHt\  Defire,  whether  fevcral  Winds  might  not 
have  kept  the  Fleet  a  conliderable  Time  in  Bafque 
Road,  without  a  Poflibility  of  getting  out  ? 

Anfwercd,  He  has  already  given  his  Opinion  ia 
the  firft  Council  of  War  on  this  Head,  to  which  he 
begs  Leave  to  refer ;  for  that  the  fame  Wind  whidh 
would  prevent  the  re-imbarking  of  the  Troops,  would 
detain  the  Squadron  there. 

Afked,  Did  he  not  think  it  advifable  to  fail  on 

their  Return  Home  at  the  Time  they  did,  confidering 

!    the  Situation  of  the  French  Fleets,  which  might  be  ex- 

pefted  home  ? 

Anfwered,  His  Opinion  never  was  afked  about  it. 

Being  defired  by  Sir  John  Mordaunt  now  to  give 

his  Opinion   on  that  Queftion,  faid*  That  after  he 

found  there  was  no  landing  for  the  Troops,  without 

great  Rifk,  he  fhould,  had  he  been  properly  afked  by 

his  fuperior  Officer,  certainly  have  given  his  Opinion 

X  for  coming  away. 

Sir  John  Mordaunt « here  begged  Leave  to  obferve, 
that  he  did  apply  for  a  Council  of  War  to  Sir  Edward 
Hawke,  who  rcfufed  him,  giving  him  for  Anfwer,  that 
the  Seamen  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  it  was  a  Land 
Operation  only :  He,  Sir  Jobn^  fince  finds,  upon  aclofer 
Perufal  of  his  Inflrudlions,  that  he  had  himfelf  a 
Power  to  have  called  a  Council  of  War,  but  was  not 
then  apprifed  of  it. 

Major  General  Conway  was  then  queflioned  by  the 
Board,  Whether    Sir  John   Mordaunl's  Inflru6lions 
were  laid  before  the  Council  of  War  ? 
An^fwered,   Yes. 

^  What  Reafons  he  had  to  apprehend  a  Body  of 
Troops  to  oppofe  their  Landing  ?     ^ 

A.  From  general  Reafoning  upon  the  Subjedt,  and 
the  Information  of  the  Prifoncrs. 
^  What  was  that  Information  ? 

C  2  ^.  One 


^  ^A.  Onc.faidt  there  .were ^eleven  Battalions^  andther 

mentioned  feven  ;  and  though  he  paid  very.  Jittle  Re- 

:  gard  to  any  of  them  firigry,  yet,  iippn  the  Whole,  he 

.  thought  there  was  no  room  left  to  doubt  but  thdrc 

were  fome  Troops, .... 

^.  Whether  any  Batteries*  or  Troops 'a^peired  to 
him  ?  .  ...  ^ 

A,  Very  few. :  There  was  a  fmall  Battery,  but  he 
imagined. the, Troops  would  naturally  conceal  tbem- 
fclvcs.  till  the  Attempt  to  iahd^ 

He  then  obferved,  that  no  Officer,  as  he  conceives, 

i  called  to  a  Council  of  War,  is  criminally  accouritable 

.  for  his  Opinion  given  in  that  Council  i  but  if  called 

upon,  he  is  very  ready  to  give  tlie  Reafons  that  guided 

his  Opinion. 

Being  defired  to  mention  thofc' Reafons,  he  faid, 
a$  we!l  from  general .  Reafpning  as  Intelligence,  tho' 
he  knew  of  no  confiderable  Army  in  thc.FieJd^  he 
was  penuaded  there  rnuft  be  a  confiderable  Number 
of  Men  in  Rochefort, — They  Jiad  been  feen  five  Days 
on  the  Coaft,  and  two  Days  more  rauft  have  been 
taken  up  in  landing  with  the  Stores. — They  had  na/ 
particular  Intelligence  of -many  neceflary  Circumftan- 
ces  relativeto  the  State  of  the  Place:  They  could  not 
furprize  it,  and  had  not  ArtiJlery^to  attack  it  in  form, 
and  no  fecure  Retreat  for  the  Troops.— -That  he  did 
imagine  there  would  be 'af\  Oppofition  upon  (landing, 
but  the  Want  of  a  Retreat  ^as  the  principal  Objec- 
tion vvith  him. — He  further  faid,  they  had  not  at  firft 
fufficient  Intelligence  to  depend  on*taking  Fort  Fouras 
by  an  Attack  on  the  Land  Side ;  when  he  thought 
the  Intelligence  fufficient,  he  did  propofe  landing  in 
order  to  attack  it.  He  then,  to  fave  the  Trouble  of 
any  further  Queftions,  faid,  that  he  had  prepared  a 
Ihort  State  of  the  whole  Proceedings,  beginning  from 
the  firft  Attack,  upon  Aix^  fo  far  as  hjs  own  Condu<5t 
is  any  way  concerned,  which  was  laid  before  the  Board, 
and  read  as  follows,*  viz. 

**  On  Friday-  the  23d  of  Septemhevy  I  went  up  with 
-"  three  Battalions  to  fuftain  the  Attack  on  the  Fofc 
"  of  ^;>.  "  On 
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**  On  Saturday  Morning  I  went  on  board  the  /?tf- 
•*  mHies  (Sir  lEdward  Hawke^i  Ship)  and  there  gave 
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**  in  a  Plan  for'  landing  a*s   neaf  Fouras  as  poflT- 
"  ble,  and  attacking  the  Fort  de  PEquille  near  it  With 
a  Detachnientof  Grehadiiers,  ivhiie  a  Ship  lay  up 
td  batrer  the  Fort  of  Fouras  by  Sea  ;   and  for  mak- 
"  ing  a  Feint  on  the  Side  of  Rocbelle  and  the  Ifle'oF 
"  RBe^  \o  facilitate  that  Attempt.     Thi^  Plan  was 
accepted    by'  Sir   John  Mor daunts    but  not    ap- 
proved of  by  the  Admiral. 

"  Soon  after  the  Rear  Admiral  and  Captains,  fent 
to  reconnoitre  and.  found  the  Cdaft,  reporting,  that 
"  there  was  no  landing  Place  near  Fouras^  and  that 
"  the  only  landing  Placed  they  had  difcovcred  be- 
'^  t;ween  that  Fort  and  La  Rochdky  were  near  the 
"  P6iniorCi&tf/^?i//ii7;i-,'andMt  being  alfo  now  de-  * 
"  clared,  that  the  Fort  'bf  Fouras  could  not  be  at- 
**  ticked  by  Sea,  that  Scheme  was  laid  afide,  and  a 
"  general  Council  of  War  called,  which  met  text 
"  Morning,  the  25th  ;  'wherein  it  was  unanimoiifly 
"  refol ved, '  by '  both  Sea  and  Land  Officers  prefent, 
**  that  the  landing  nczr  CharelaiJlo'n^  in  order  to  march 
*'  up  and  attack  Rochefort  dirtOHy ^  as  the  Queftion 
"  was  there  ftated,  was  neither  advifable  nor  prac- 
«  ticaWeV        ^  :   ^  •    .  . 

•'  fiut  a  Queftion  being  then  propofed  for  deter- 
"  mining  td  conrie  back  to  England^  I  oppofed  it,  as 
"  it  was 'not  In  that  View  I  gave  my  Aflcnt  to  the 
"  fornier  Queilion ;  and  thought  we  fhould  by  all 
*^  Means  fee,  what  farther  could  be  done  to  annoy  the 
"  Enemy:  —  •  •   • 

^*  We  rnet  next  Day  to  fign  the  Council ;  and  Sir 
"  John  Mordaunt  t\\tn  'prdpofed  landing  on  the  Ifland 
**  of  Olerotiy  and  faid,  he  had  mentioned  it  to  Sir 
**  Edward  Hawke,  who  Approved  it.  To  this  I  add- 
."  cdi  that'if  that  Place' *was  fixt  upon  for'  a  Land-  ' 
"  ing,  1  ihould  then  propofe  attacJcing  the  Caftle  of 
/'  Oleron  oh  the  South  End  of  the  Ifland,  and  paffing 
"  over  from' thence  to  the  Continent,  beriveen  Brou- 
**  a^e  and  the  Charente^  whicfh  is  about  a  League, 

C-j        '  --'    -        •  **  -anci 
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**  and  from  thence  not  more  than  two  Leagues  to 
•*  Rochefort :  And  as  no  Attempt  was  probably  ex- 
*'  pefted  on  that  Side,  we  might  pofllbly  fucceed,  fo 
*'  tar  as  to  deftroy  fome  of  the  Ships  or  Magazines. 
•'  But  this  Scheme  being  laid  afide  after  fome  Debate, 
*'  I  then  propofed  to  the:  General  OfRcers  prefent,  to 
*'  go  and  view  FouraSj  and  the  Coaft  near  it,  to  fee 
**  what  could  be.  done  on  that  Side,  which  was  agreed 
*«  to. 

''  They  met  accordingly  at  the  Ifle  of  Aix^  where 
**  I  gave  my  Opinion  for  the  Landing  and  Attack  of 
*'  that  Fort,  and  the  Fort  de  rEquille\  but  that  At- 
*'  tempt  being  in  general  judged  too  dilHcult,  it  .was 
*'  dropt. 

"  The  fame  Afternoon  I  went  on  board  the  Ra-^ 
^*  milies^  and  propofed  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Sir 
*'  John  Mordaunt  the  landing  at  Cbatelaillony  and 
^*  marching  from  thence  to  attack  Fouras  and  the 

other  Forts  on  the  Back ;  of  which  I  thought  we 

had  now  fufficient  Knowledge  to  depend  upon  the 
*'  taking  Fouras,  as  a  fecure  Retreat  for  the  Troops, 
^*  and  that  we  might  then  fee,  what  farther  could  be 
*'  done. 

This  Propofition  was  next  Morning  referred  tQ 

a  Council  of  War,  where  it  was  agreed  upon,  .5ind 

ordered  to  be  put  in  execution  that  Night. 

But  was  put  off,  on  a  Reprefentation  of  the  S?a 

Officers,  upon  account  of  the  ftrong  Wind  then 


^'  blowing  from  the  Shore. 


It  was  alfo  at  the  fame  Time   reported,  that 
fome  Camps  and  Entrenchments  had  been  feen  on 
the  Shore,  particularly  near  the   Place  where  the 
*'  Landing  was  to  have  been  made, 

*'  I  therefore  alked  Sir  John  Mordaunt'^s  Leave  to 
*^  go,  and  accordingly  went  next  Morning  to  recon^ 
*'  noitre  the  Coaft  from  Fouras  to  Chatelaillon,       i 

**  On  my  Report,  Sir  John  Mordaunt  called  the 
*'  Land  Officers  of  the  Council  of  War  together,  to 
^*  know  their  Opinions,  whether  it  was  now  proper  to 
*'  renew  the  Attempt  for  the  Landing. — I  did  de- 

*'  tlare 
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*^  cJare  it  to  be  mjne,  but  the  other  Gentlemen  being 
"  all  of  a  contrary  Opinion,  I  acquiefced.*' 

Major  General  Conway  being  afked,  by  defire  of 
Sir  John  Mordaunt^  Whether  he.  Sir  Jokn^  did  Ihcw 
him  Sir  Edward  Hawke'^  Letter  of  the  29th  of  Sep-^ 
tember^  with  regard  to  the  kcturn  to  England? 

Anfwered,  That  Sir*  John  did  (hew  him  that  Let- 
ter, and  at  the  fame  Time  offered  Major  General  Con- 
way  (if  it  was  his  Opinion)  ftill  to  go  on  ;  but  he  re- 
plied, it  was  too  delicate  a  Matter  for  him  to  take 
upon  himfelf,  uniefs  it  was  alfo  Sir  Johnh  own  Opi- 
nion ;  that  whatever  might  be  his  private  Sentiments, 
hefhould  acquiefce  in  the  general  Opinion,  which  he 
did  accordingly. 

Major  General  CornwalHs  being  called  upon  laid. 
As  he  did  not  imagine  his  Condufl  was  under  inquiry, 
he  is  not  prepared  with  a  Narrative.  1  hat  he  was  a 
Major  General,  and  the  Third  in  Command  in  the 
Expedition,  and,  as  he  conceives,  not  refponfible  for 
the  Failure  or  Succefs.  That  he  was  never  wanting 
in  any  Part  of  his  Duty,  was  always  at  his  PolV,  and 
ready  to  obey  any  Order  f^om  his  fuperior  Officers  : 
That  he  attended  Councils  of  War  when  fummoned, 
as  was  his  Duty  ;  and  when  there,  gave  his  Opinion 
according  to  the  beft  of  his  Judgment,  and  does  not 
conceive  himfelf  to  be  accountable  for  the  Opinion  fo 
given  :  But  to  any  Queftions  the  Board  fhould  think 
fit  to  propofe,  he  would  very  readily  give  an  Anfvver 
to  the  beft  of  his  Judgment.    . 

Being  aflced,  Whether  he  did  at  any  Time,  in  his 
Opinion,  fee  it  practicable  or  advifrtblc  to  land  ? 

Anfwered,  At  no  Time,  as  there  appeared  to  him 
no  Security  for  landing  the  Troops,  nor  any  Retreat 
fccured;  and  laftly,  he  had  heard  an  able  Pilot  fay, 
he  had  been  feveo  Weeks  there,  without  a  Pofilbility 
of  a  Boat  patTirg  or  repafTing.  The  Retreat  and 
Communication  between  the  Troops  and  Shipping, 
appeared  to  him  abfoUitely  ncceflary  ;  and  th.ir  hav- 
ing been  there  fo  long,  was  a  ftronger  Ar  nimcr.t  with 
him  againtt  landing.     And  infoniiuJ,  as  he  now  is, 
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under  all  the  Difadvantage  of  popular  Opinion,  were, 
the  Cafe  again  to  happen  under  the  fame  Circumftan- 
ces,  he  ihould  now  perfift  in  the  fame  Opinion.  He 
would  as  readily,  as  any  Officer  in  the  Service,  have 
hazarded  his  own  Perfon,  if  ordered,  to  land  with  aa 
Hundred  Men  only ;  but  when  called  upon  for  his 
Opinion  in  fo  momentous  an  Affair,  he  could  not  an-^ 
fwer  to  himfelf  rifquing  the  Whole.  He  added,  he. 
was  againft  the  Meafure  of  landing  in  the  Second^ 
Council  of  War,  but  acquiefced  in  the  Opinion  of  the 
Majority  of  the  Council,  and  was  ready  at  his  Foft, 
to  put  the  Refolution  in  Execution. 

Being  afked,  whether  any  Thing  appeared  tq 
him  to  prevent  the  Communication  between  the  Ships 
and  the  Troops  ? 

.  Anfwercd,  no  Men  of  War  could  get  nearer  than 
two  Miles,  which  made  the  whole  of  the  Commu- 
nication  precarious,  as  it  depended  only  on  the  Wind's 
fhifting  into  a  particular  Corner  at  the  critical  Junfture 
of  the  Equinox. 

Colonel  George  Howard^  as  having  bepn  called  to 
the  Councils  of  War,  by  the  Commanders  pf  the 
Expedition,  was  then  defired  to  lay  before  the  Board, 
if  he  thought  proper,  the  Motives  which  had  the 
principal  Weight  with  him,  together  with  ahy  other 
Matters,,  that  he  might  judge  material  for  the  Infor- 
mation of  the  Board  j  who  faid,  he  was  very  little 
prepared,  not  knowing  he  fhould  be  called  upon^ 
but  I  everthelefs  readily  mentioned  to  the  Board  the 
principal  Matters,  which  had  determined  his  Judjge; 
ment,  being  to  the  fame  Effeft,  as  contained  in  the 
Paper  by  him  prefented  the  Day  following. 

Jdjourned  till  the  Morrow  at  ii  o' Clock  in  the 
Forenoon. 

At  a  meeting  <  of  the  faid  General  Officers,  apr 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  Caufes  of  the  Failure  oif 
the  late  Expedition,  &c.  purfuant  to  Adjournment 
on  Tuefday  the  J  5th  of  November  1757. 

Major 
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^  fAipr  Genera)  Ofrmvallis^  defused  to  add,  id  Ex- 
planation of  what  he  nientioned  Yefterday,  >  with  re-^ 
gard  to  the  Filot^s  Evidence  upon  the  ImpofTibility 
of  pairing,  ahd  rejpafsing,  that  he  dbes'not  tberebjr 
mean  any  particulir  Storm  or  Ttmpeft ;  but  that  the 
ordinary  Wind  fitting'  in  from  the  Bay,  would  make 
fuch  a  Siirf  on  the  Shore,  that  Bdats  could  not  go 
there: 

Colonel  Howard  acquainted  the  Boaird,  that  he 
had  now  committed  to  writing  the  Motives  of  his 
Opinion,  dilFering  in  little  more  from  the  Accdune 
Ke  gave  them  Yefterday,  than  that  they  ai'C  more 
methodically  digefted,  and  defired  they  might'  be  ac- 
cepted inftead  of  his  verbal  Narration  \  and  the  fame 
were  accepted  ac;:oi^dingly,  and  read^  zs  follows,  ^m 

^^  Unaccufed'  and  uhbonfcidusr,  as^  I  am,  of  the 
"  leaft  military  Nfifconduft,  I  fhalt  however,  foi^the 
'^  Siatisfadiob  of  this  Honourable  Bokrd,  relate  the 
"  Motives',  whicK  induced  the  Opinions  I  have 
*•  given,  not  as  i  Matter  of  Self-defence,  but  of 
"  Evicfence  only,^  agreeable  to  <he  Summons  I  re* 
"  Ceived  to  attend  it  this  Place. 

",  As  it  is  will  known  I  went  upon  the  Etpc- 
**  iflition,  only  as  a  Regimental  Officer,  and  that  my 
"  Situation  could   neither  intitle  me  to  know  the 

Motivfes  upon  Which  it  was  undertaken,  nor  the 

Springs  which  were  td  coftduft  the  Execution  of 

it,  I  flatter  myfelf  I  cannot  be  in  the  -  lead  accounta- 
*'  ble  for  the  Failure  of  the  EntcrpHze. 

*'  As  the  Execution  of  this  Affair  waS  intruded 
•«  to  three  General  Officers  df^  fuch  eftabliflied  Cha- 
**  riadcrs,'  I  little  thbught  I  fliduld  be  concerned, 
'**  but  iii  a  chearFul  Obedience  of  the  Orders  I  might 
"  receive  from  them,     , 

**  When  I  was  fummoncd  as  eldeft  Colonel  to  tht 
'*  Council  of  War  on  the  25th  of  September^  I  was 
"  totally  uninformed,  asniy  Situation  could  notadmit 
*^  of  my  being  preicnt  at  any  previous  Confvilca^ 
•'  tion. 

^*  When 
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**  When  the  Objeft  of  the  Council  was  propofcd, 
and  the  Rear  Admiral's  Report  of  the  24th  rela- 
tive to   the    Soundings  and   two   landing  Places, 

**  which  he  had  difcovered,  was  read,  the  great  Diffi- 
culties, which  attended  the  landing  of  the  Troops, 
Artillery,    Ammunition,    Provifions,    and  Camp 

•*  Equipage  at  cither  of  thofe  Places,  as  well  as  the 
great  Uncertainty  of  fecuring  a  Retreat  from  thence 

"  in  cafe  of  any  Emergehcy,  and  of  preferving  a 
Communication  with  our  Shipping,  were  fo  fuJIy 
demonftrated,  (as  no  Ship,  not  even  a  Frigate  of 

**  the  Fleet,  could  afford  the  lead  Proteftion,  either 
in  the  landing  or  reimbarking  of  the  Troops)  that 
I  thought  the  Attempt  uncommohly  hazardous,  and 
that  they  were  by  no  Means  the  proper  Places  of 
landing,  to  facilitate  the  Defigns  upon  Rochefort. 

In  Confequence  of.  which  Opinion,  I  afked  at 
the  Council  of  War,  If  it  was  not'poflible  for  .a 
Ship  or  two  to  favour  a  Defcent  of  the  Troops 
near  Fouras^  by  attacking  that  Fort  by  Sea  ;  which 
I  thought  fhould  have  been  the  immediate  Opera- 
tion,   after  taking  the  Fort  of  Aix  ;  as  by  that 

^'  Means  we  fhould  have  been   three  Miles  at  leaft 

*'  nearer  to  Rochefort^  the  Troops,  fcfr.  could  have 
been  landed  in  a  very  fhort  Space  of  Time,  and 
nothing  could  have  interrupted  our  Communica- 
tion with  the  Ships  :  But  the  Admiral  declared  it 
was  jmpradicable,  and  that  no  Ship  could  go  up 
higher  than   the  ifle   of  Aix .  without   being  on 

*'  Ground. 

"  The  other  Part  of  my  Opinion  was  founded  upon 
the  Evidence  mentioned  in  the  Council  of  War, 
being  (as  I  haveobferved  before)  quite  uninformed, 
and  not  knowing  any  thing  about  Rochefort-^  but 

**'  from  the  Evidence  which  appeared  at  the  Council. 
As  to  the  fccond  Council  of  War  on  the  28th, 
tho*  I  do  not  think  any- great  publick  Utility  would 
have  been  anfwcred  in  landing  the  Troops  for  the 
Purpofes  therein  mentioned  •,  and  tho*  the  Pro- 
pofai  was  made  late  in  point  of  Time,  yet  I  was 

'«  deter- 
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*'  determined  no  Negative  of  mine  (hould  appear  to 
any  Operation  it  was  thought  proper  to  undertake 
by  fo  many  better  Judges  thap  myfelf. 
"  I  have  ever  been  mod  ready  to  exert  myfelf  in 
all  Points  of  my  Duty,  fhall  conftantly  perfevcrc 
in  fo  doing,  and  defy  the  World  to  lay  a  contrary 
Behaviour  to  my  Charge.*' 
Captain  IVilliam  Phillips  delivered  to  the  Board  a 
Paper  from  Sir  John  Ligonier^  which  he  was  direcled 
to  inform  them  is  the  Original,  of  which  Sir  John 
Mordaunt  produced  a  Copy,  and  refered  to  in  his ' 
Narrative ;  and  which  Sir  John  Ligonier  is  defirous 
the  Board  fhould  underftand,  was  by  no  Means  in- 
tended as  Inftrudtions,  but  only  Hints,  which  he  had 
put  upon  Paper  and  read  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt^  who 
thereupon  defired  a  Copy.  Captain  Phillips  likewife 
obferved,  That  there  is  a  Paragraph  added  at  the 
Foot  of  this  Paper,  which  is  not  contained  in  Sir 
John  Mordaunt\  Copy,-  and  which  Sir  John  Ligonier 
had  direfted  him  likewife  to  mention  to  the  Board  : 
The  faid  Paragraph  is,  as  follows,  viz.  . 

"  When  Sir  John  Ligonier  wrote  this  Paper,  of 
which  Sir  John  Mordaunt  defired  a  Copy,  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  Difpofition  of  the  French  Troops. 
*'  — The  fmall  Number  of  thofe  Troops  that  could 
**  be  upon  that  Coaft,  by  the  Difpofition  produced 
**  at  the  Cabinet  Council,  lefiened  very  much  the 
**  Neceflity  of  the  Precautions  to  be  taken  for  a  Com- 
**  munication  or  landing.'* 

Sir  John  Mordaunt  here  obferved.  That  thofe  Hints 
proceeded  from  his  preffing  Sir  John  Ligonier  to  give 
him  a  pofnive  Order  ;  which,  he  faid,  he  could  not 
do,  but  would  give  him  his  Thoughts, 

Major  General  Conway  confirms  the  Circumftance 
of  Sir  John  Mordaunt  preffing  Sir  JcLn  Ligonier^  in 
.his  Preknce,  and  expreffing  a  great  Defire,  in  fo  par- 
ticular a  Cafe,  to  have  a  pofitive  Crdsr. 

Vice  Admiral  Knowles  being  qu.flioned  by  the 
Bo^rd,  Whether  he  knew  of  sny  i^ropofal  having 
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been  made  for  attacking  Fort  Fouras  by  Sea  at  any^ 
Council  of  War,  or  Meeting  ? 

Anfwcredi  He  cannot  particularly  charge  his  Me- 
mory, but  knows  vtvf  well  Sir  Ed'Ofard  Hawkc  aflced 
His  Opinion  about  it,  and  faid,  The  Pilot  of  the^ 
Magnanime  had  told  him,  that  a  Ship  could  go, with- 
ik  a  fmali  Diflance  to  batter  it ;  and  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  direfted  his  Secretary  to  begin  an  Order  di- 
tcfted  to  him.  Vice  Adn^iral  Knowles^  for  the  Bar-, 
Jkur^s  being  lightened  for  that  Service ;  the  Barfleur 
^  ciiawing  near  two  Feet  left.  Wafer  than  the  Mag- 
nrnime. 

When  he  returned  on  board  his  own  Ship,  he  fent 
for  Captain  Graves^  who  commanded  the  Barfleur^  to 
acquaint  him  with  the  Order  Sir  Edward  Hawke  had 
;iven  him  :  Captain  Graves  anfwered  him.  That  the 
!hip  was  on  Ground  where  ihe  laid,  and  he  might 
fook  at  her,  for  the  Water  had  ebb^d  away  a  Foot 
from  her ;  and  fhe  then  laid  between  four  and  6vc 
Miles  diftant  from  the  Shore  •,  he  acquainted  Sir  Ed- 
'ward  Hawke  with  this,  who  fuppreffed  the  Order  5 
but  direfted  him  to  try  to  carry  the  Bomb-ketches  in. 
He  d'd  fo,  and  one  of  them  which  drew  but  eleven 
Feet  Water  ran  a-ground  at  a  greater  Diftance  frocQ 
Fouras  than  the  Bombardier  could  throw  the  Shells 
with  the  greateft  Requifite  of  Powder  •,  the  Flight 
of  which  he  knows,  at  an  Elevation  of  forty-five  De- 
grees, will  go  two  Miles  and  twp  Thirds ;  the  Bom- 
"bardier  threw  feveral  Shells-,  whilftthe  Bomb-ketch 
laid  alhore,  two  large  Row- Boats  with  two  Piece?  oif 
heavy  Cannon  in  their  Prows,  attacked  the  Ketch, 
(full  of  Men  each)  upon  which  he  fihe  Vice  Admi- 
ral) made  a  Signal  immediately  for  all  the  Boats  in 
the  Fleet,  manned  and  armed,  to  go  to  the  Ketch's 
Afliftance  j  and  went  himfelf  on  board  the  Coventry 
^Frigate  to  drive  away  the  Row-Boats,  which  Frigate 
ran  a-ground  five  Times  confiderably  within  the  Spac« 
of  an  Hour,  and  at  greater  Diftance  from  the  ShorV 
than  the  Bomb-ketch.  He  then  fent  his  Mafter  on 
founding  •,  and  by  the  Bearings  of  the  feveral  Places 

at 
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at  which  he  took  his  Soundings,  it  appeared  theiv 
¥ferc  but  fix  Feet  Water  at  high  Water,  two  Miles 
oflF  the  Fort. — He  added,  that  he  will  venture  to  fty, 
even  if-  Frigates  could  have  got  to  it,  the  Fort  would 
have  been  attacked  by  Sea.  .    ■ 

Being  afked.  What  kind  of  Landing  there  wa94t 
'  Obatelaillon  Baf  for  Boats  ? 

Anfwcred,  He  was  not  there,  but  refers  to  R^sar 
Admiral  Brodrick. 

Afked,'  at  the  Defire  of  Sir  Jiobn  MorJaunU  What 
'  Day  the  Experiment  was  made  againft  Feuras  ? 

Anfwered,  He  is  not  certain  ot  the  particular  Day ; 
it  was  two  or  thifee  Day$  after  taking  the  Ifle  of  ^Ax^ 
if  not  four. 

'Rear  Adnf^iral^  Brodrick^  being  queftioned  by  the 
Board,  Whether  -he  knows  of  any  Propofal  beMg 
made  for  attacking  Fort  Fouras  by  Sea  ? 

Anfwered,  He  never  heard  it  propofed ;  he  wa$i)n 
a  different  Service. 

*  ^  Whether  he  heard  any  Captain  offer  to  under- 
-^dce  it  ? 

ji»  Hd  thinks  he  did  in  private  Converfation  hear 
a  Captain  fay,  he  would  undertake  it,  but  nafoch 
Pifopbfal  was'fever  made  to  him^  as  Admiral. 

^  What  kind  of  landing  there  was  for  Boats^^t 
ChaSelaillon- Bzj  ? 

ji.    It  is  a  very  fair,    firm,   iandy  Bay  ;    a  B^y 
where,  in  his  Opinion,  he  could  get  out  of  the  Boat 
'  without  wetting  his  Shoes. 

^  How  hear  to  the  Shore  could  {the  Men  of  War 
come  ?  ^ 

j4.  By  the  Soundings  he  had,  not  nearer  than  tjfvo 
Miles. 

^  Did   ht  obferve  either  Troops,    or  Batteries, 
to  obilrufV  the  landing,  had  it  bee> :  attempted.  Sffon 
'  after  his  Return  from  the  Soundings  ? 

A.  He  faw  fome  Troops,  when  founding,  abOut 
400  or  500  Foot,  and  150  Horfe,  to  the  beft  oi  his 
Judgment.— As  to  Batteries,  he  had  feveral  Shot -fired 
at  him  whilft  he  was  founding ;   but  at  the  Place 
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yfhere  the  Troops  were  to  land,  no  Shot  could  have 
reached  the  Boats, 

^  What  did  he  obferve  as  to  the  Nature  of  the 
Country  near  the  Shore  ? 

.  ^.  There  were  Sand- Hills  the  greateft  Extent  of 
the  Bay,  about  forty  Yards  from  the  high  Water 
Mark. 

^  (At  Sir  John  Mordaunt^s  Defire)  Could  not 
Bombs  have  reached  the  Troops  behind  the  Sand- 
Hills  ? 

yf.  He  believes  the  Bomb-Ketches  could  have  been 
of  Service  to  annoy  the  Troops,  if  they  could  have 
come  near. 

^  Might  not  feveral  Winds  have  detained  the 
Fleet  in  Bafque  Road  ? 

A.  He  refers  to  the  Council  of  War,  ( in  like 
■  Manner  with  Vice  Admiral  Knowles)   faying.  That 
the  fame  Wind,    which   would   have  prevented  the 
Troops  from  reimbarking,  would  have  detained  th&^ 
Squadron  there. 

^.  As  the  Works  of  Aix  were  demolilhed,  the 
Wind  was  then  fair,  and  the  Fleet  wanted  at  Home, 
was  it  not,  in  his  Opinion,  advifable  to  fail  on  the 
Return  to  England  ? 

A.  His  Opinion  was  never  afked  -,  but  had  he  been 
called  upon,  he  fhould  certainly  have  been  of  Opi- 
nion for  the  Fleet  to  have  failed,  upon  a  Suppofiiion 
of  no  Land  Operation  being  to  be  undertaken. 

Sir  John  Moriaunt  was  here  refered  to,  at  the  De- 
fire  of  Major  General  Conway^  left  any  Doubt  fliould 
be  entertained  of  his  Pfopofal  having  been  given  in, 
who  faid,  the  Propofal  was  delivered  in,  as  mentioned 
in  Major  General  Conway*%  Narrative. 

Colonel  James  Wolfe  was  q'ueftioned  by  the  Board, 
What  is  his  Opinion  of  the  Pradlicability  of  landing 
Troops  between  Rochelle  and  Fort  Four  as  ? 

A.  He  faw  the  Bays  upon  the  29th  S^ptember^  and 
has  a  Minute  of  the  Report  he  made,  which,  he  laid 
before  the  Board. — His  Opinion  is.  It  was  very  prac- 
ticable in  the  great  Bay  of  Chatelaillon  %  the  leiTer  Bay 

'        .  he 
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he  did  not  fee  much  of.  —  The  Minute  by  him  deli- 
vered being  read,  was  to  the  following  EfFeft ;  That 

*  he  was  ftnt  with  Colonel  Howard  and  Lieutenant 

*  Colonel  Murray  by  Sir  ^ohn  Mordaunt^  the  29th, 

*  to  view  the  Bay  of  Cbatelaillon^  and  their  Report, 
'  as  far  as  he  can  recolleft,  was  to  this  Purpofe, 
"  That  they  did  not  fee  any  Batteries,  Redoubts,  En- 
"  trenchments,*  or  Troops,  to  prevent  their  landing 
**  in  the  great  Bay  5  but  that  the  Sand-Hills  were 
*'  high  enough  to  conceal  the  Motions  of  an  Enemy. 

They  were  informed  by  the  Captain  of  the  Viper ^ 

whofe  Ship  anchored  neareft  the  Shore,  that  a 
*'  Number  of  Men  had  been  feen  working  in  the 
*'  Sand-Hills  for  fome  Days.  There  were  fix  Pieces 
*'  of  Cannon  upon  the  Point  of  Chatelaillon^  and 
"  fmall  Guards  and  Pods  along  the  Shore  of  the 
«  leffer  Bay." 

^  Could  the  Boats  have  gone  out  of  the  Reach 
of  the  fix  Pieces  of  Cannon  ? 

J.  Yes. 

^  Had  he  been  ordered  to  attempt  landing  at  any 
Time  with  all  the  Men  the  Boats  would  have  con- 
tained,  did  any  fuch  Difficulties  appear  to  him,  as 
would  have  juftified  him  in  reprefenting  againft  it  as 
rafh,  or  imprafticable  ? 

A.  Had  he  been  ordered  to  do  it,  he  fhould  not 
have  reprefented  againft  it.  He  obferves,  he  did  not 
fee  the 'Bay  till  the  29th. 

i^  Did  he  ever  propofe  to  go  out  reconnoitring 
before  that  Time  ? 

Ai  He  can't  particularly  recolleft :  He  looked  up- 
on it  to  be  more  immediately  the  Duty  of  his  Office, 
as  Quacter-Mafter-General,  and  was  ready  to  go, 
whenever  ordered. 

^  Does  he  know  any  Thing  relative  to  Fort  Fou- 
ras  on  the Xand- fide  ? 

A.  Only  from  viewing  it  through  Glafles  from  the 
Ifle  of  'Aix. 

^  How  far  is  ir,  as  he  apprehends,  from  the 
great  Bay  of  Cbatekilkn  by  Land  to  Fort  Fouras  ? 

A,  He 


^^.  I^c  can*t  well  fay,  hp  never  was  within  the.Bay ; 
Jt.Qiay  ppflSbly  be  feven  or  eight  Miles,  but  the  guefs 
is  quite  vague. 

^,  How  far  from  the  La;iding-p1ace  to  Racbrfort  ? 
A.,  Jsle  k^ows  nothing  ,of  it,*  but  has  been  told  it 
is  about  twelve  Miles-  from'  the  great  Bay;'  about 
.four  Leagues. 

Q.  ^During  the,  march  from  the  Landing-place  to 
jP^Q^^ort^  jm]^}-  a  petachmerit  fent  to  Fauras  of  4icJo 
.or  .5oo,]^^cn  in  hii  Opinion  have  taken  it  ? 

.A^  He  don't*  lcni?w  \kv^^xxtti%\}ci<A  Fouras  fuffi- 
ciently.to  anfwer  that  Queftjon. 
'  \\^  Jf  the  Trobps.  had  been  in  PojSeffion  of  Fort 
'foiiras^,  woutd^iot  a  Retreat  have  been  fecurcd  } 

.A^  lie  fupppfes  it  might,  but  (ian*t  fpeak  with 
any  Certainty,  or  Precifibn.        "  ' 

^  .What  does  he  take  to  have  been  the  Strength 
of  Rochelort  iiovci-^t,  beft  Intelligence  he  douid 
get? 

A.  ,He  kppws  nothing  of  Rocbefort ;  nor  did  he 
'  get  any,  Intelligence  concerning  it. 

^:(At  SxTjphn  Mordaunt's  Defire)  Whether  he 
.  .hpard.  Major  D^r//2ry  fpeak  of  any  Troops  n^arching 
down,  ^hich  he  imagined  were -coming  tronri  the  file 
.  of  Rbe?  .     . 

A^  .yes,  on, the  24th  in  the  Morning  MajorD^  . 

bri/ay  came  oh  board  the  RamilleSy  and  addreflihg 

.., himfcl/ to  hirn^  (Colonel  fFolfe)  2Sk^  him,  whether 

he  fhould  make  a  Report  of  .what  he  had  feen,.  viz. 

.,  a  jBody  of  Xrpppft  marching  towards  the  Shore  from 

that  Part  of  th^   Continent  oppoiite  to  the.Ifle  of 

^i?i?;  he  faid,  he  had  alfo  feen  a  Veflel  go  backwards 

and  forwards,  wnich  he  fuppofcd   had    carried  the 

,   Ttoops  over,  but  did  not   mention  the  Numbers. 

He  thereupon  advifed  Major  Defbrifay  to  go  down 

and  make  his.  Jleport  tq  Sir  Jbbn^  in  the  hearing,  of 

the  Admiral, 

,I^Q\ontl  Howard  wa?  afked,  by  defire  of  Sir  John 

\MorJaunf^  whether  he  (Sir  Jobn)  did  not  defire  him, 

as  foon  as  ever  the  Ifle  or  ^/x  was  taken,  to  pick 

up 
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up    )Q   the  Intelligence    he   could    from  the   Pri- 

foners? 

A.  Yes,  in  Confequence  of  which  he  fpoke  to  fe- 
vcral,  particularly  to  fome  of  the  French  Officers; 
but  no  fatisfaclory  Anfwer  was  got  from  them.  He 
knows  likewife  fome  were  fpoke  to  by  Major-General 
Conway^  arid  fome  were  fenc  for  on  the  Saturday  to  be 
examined  on  board  the  Fleet. 

Major-General  Conway  faid,  he  did  fpeak  to  fc- 
vcraL 

Cajrtain  Patrick  ^onyn  being  alked,  at  Sir  John  Mor- 
damt*s  Defire,  what  Orders  Sir  John  gave  him  the 
Morning  before  the  Council  of  War  of  the  25ch  on 
board  the  Neptune  ? 

Anfwcred,  That  Sir  John  came  to  him  on  the 
Quarter-Deck,  and  told  him,  fome  Prifoners  were  to 
come  on  board,  and  if  there  were  any  Soldiers,  Ser- 
jeants, or  Corporals,  among  them,  directed  him  to 
colleft  what  Intelligence  he  could  by  Bribes,  offering 
them  forty,  fifty,  or  Sixty  Guineas.  The  Prifoners 
came  on  board,  but  were  mod  of  them  Labourers 
and  Mafons. — He  queftio^ed  feveral  of  them,  but 
they  could  give  him  no  Intelligence,  as  they  were 
prefled  from  a  diftant  Part  of  the  Country.  There 
was  a  Soldier,  or  two,  of  the  Regiment  of  PoiShu 
amongft  them.  Militia,  but  they  could  give  him  no 
Information.— This  he  reported  to  Sir  John, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Robert  Clerk^  chief  Engineer 
upon  the  Expedition,  was  queftioncd  by  the  Board, 
whether  he  had  ever  been  at  Rocbefcrt  ? 

A.  Yes,  in  April  \  754. 

^.  Had  he  then  an  Opportunity  of  making  any 
Remafics  on  the  Strength  and  Situation  of  it  ? 

A^  Yes,  his  Letter  to  Sir  John  Ligonier  particu- 
larly dcfcribes  it,  to  which  he  ^refers, — (being  of  the 
Number  of  Papers  tranfmitted  by  Mr.  Secretary  P/V/, 
and  which  wei-e  read  at  theOutfet  of  the  Inquiry.) 
•  ^  Is  Rachefert  fituated  on  a*  Flat,  an  Eminence, 
or  a  Declivity  ? 

D  A.  That 
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A.  That  Part  next  the  River  is  flat  and  low,  but 
it  rifts  on  the  Side  next  the  Land. 

^  Is  the  Ditch,  round  Rcchefort  level  with  the 
River  at  High-Water  Mark,  or  is  any  of  it  higher 
than  the  River  ? 

j1,  a  great  Part  is  higher  than  the  Tide  can 
flow  to, 

^  If  any  Part  of  the  Fofle  is  higher  than  the  Ri- 
ver, can  that  Fart  be  filled  with  Water  ? 

J.  It  cannot. 

Being  defired  to  give  a  Defcription  of  the  Strength 
and  Situation  of  Rocbefort  \  he  referred  again  to  his. 
faid  Letter  to  Sir  John  Ugonier^  which  was  read  to 
him. 

He  defire(l-to  make  one  Obfervation  (in  Regard 
to  an  Opinion  vihich  had  p  evailed,  that  his  being 
permitted  by  the  Governor  to  fee  Rocbefort  was  in 
friendfhip,  or  particular  favour  to  him)  that  he  was 
intirely  unacquainted  with  Mr.  Macnamara^  who  was 
the  Governor  at  that  Time  ;  and  believes,  hfe  would 
have  (hewn  the  fame  Indulgence  and  Civility  in  every 
Refpeil  to  any  Officer  in  Regimentals. 
.  ^  Whether  he  has  received  any  Information  fince 
to  induce  him  to  believe  Rocbefort y^^^  ftrpnger  at  the 
Time  of  this  Expedition,  than  when  he  was  there  ? 

A.  No,  he  has  feveral  Reafons,  which  induce  him. 
to  believe,  it  was  in  the  fame  Condition  when  they 
came  into  the  Bay. 

Being  defired  to  mention  thofe  Reafons,  he  ,faid, 
that  the  Day  after  the  Council  of  War  of  the  25th, 
hearing  there  had  been  fome  Difficulties,  he  went  to 
pafs  a  Day  with  fome  of  the  principal  French  Offi- 
cers in  the  Fort  in  the  Ifle  of  Aix.  There  were  pre- 
fent  the  Engineer,  the  commanding  Officer  of  the 
Marines,  and  the  Commander  of  the  Troops,  witlx 
two  or  three  other  Officers  of  the  Regiments.  At 
firft  he  examined  two  or  three  of  them  in  regard  tQ 
the  Condition  of  fome  of  the  Places  upon  theCoaft, 
and  particularly  Rocbefort.  He  got  a?  firft  no  fatis^ 
fa&ory  Anfwers  j  upon  which  he  refolved  to  pafs  the 

whole 
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whole  Day  with  them.     After  Dinner  he  mentioned 
to  the  Company,  that  two  or  three  of  them  had  been 
very  qautious  of  giving  any  Account  of  their  Places, 
which  he  believed  he  knew  as   well  as  thcmfelvcs  : 
Upon  which  he  took  out  his   Pencil,  and   drew  a 
Sketch  of  RocheUe^  defcribing  particularly   its   weak 
Sides,  and  then  entered  upon  a  particular   Defcrip- 
tion  of  Rocbefort.     He  then  took  the  Engineer  along 
with  him  to  walk  round  the  Fort,  and  defired  him  to 
tell  him,   if  the  Place  (meaning  Rocbefort)  was  not  as 
he  defcribed   it,  telling   him  befldes,  that  there  had 
been  a  Difpute  between  him  and  one  of  his  Friends, 
who  had  it,  by  hearfay  only,  (that  the  Water  could 
be  thrown  round  the  Town ;  he  faid,  that  it  was 
impoffible    upon  account   of  the  Inequality  of  th^ 
Ground,  and  that  he  (Lieut.  Col.  Clerk)  gave  a  more^ 
particular  Defcription  of  Rocbefort^   than    he   could 
do  himfelf,  though  he  had  been  often  there ;  but  he 
had  not  examir>ecl  it  with  great  Attention,  having  al- 
ways looked  upon  it  as  an  open  Place.— -On  the  30th 
at  Night  he  went  to  the  Ifle  of  Aix  with  Colonel 
Wolfe  on  purpofe  to  endeavour  to  make  the  Engi- 
neer fay  the  lame  thing  before  him,  as  4ie  had  only 
mentioned  it  afore   in   private ;   he   brought  him  to 
Colonel   IVolfe^    and    afked,    whether,   or    nor,  the 
Ditch  could  be  made  wet  and  Water  thrown  round 
the  Town  ?  his  Anfwer   was,  that  it  could  not  be 
upon  Account  of  the  Unevcnnefs  of  the  Ground  ;— 
his  precife  Words  in  French  were,  "  Ce  ne  fcauroit 
itre^  a  caufe  de  J^inegaliti  du  terrain.** 

Another  Circumftance  is,  that  on  the  28th  of  Sep* 
tember^  iTSl-^  ^^^^^  ^^  Council. of  War  had  come 
to  a  Refolu(ion  to  land,  he  was  on  board  the  RamiU 
lies^  When  Captain  Hamiltony  Aid  de  Camp  to  Major- 
General  G»w?4ry,  told  him,  there  was  a  Fifhernian,  a 
very  fenfible  Man  in  his  Opinion  for  a  common  Man, 
who  had  beea  at  Rocbefort  the  21(1:,  and  had  been 
iince  taken  Prifoner,  and  examined  by  Majur-General 
Con%vay.  He  got .  Captain  Hamilton  to  fhew  the 
Filhermap  to  hm  in^med lately,  aod  alked  him  a  great 
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many  Queftibns  in  regard  to  the  Place  ;  who  feenied 
to  be  very  diftinft  in  regard  to  many  particular  Cir- 
cumftances  ;  for  fo  common  a  Man,  much  more 
than  he  could  have  imagined  -,  hfc  mentioned  parti- 
cularly that  he  went  by  Rodhefort  on  the  21ft  of  the 
Month,  and  that  the  Place  which  he  Lieutenant-Col. 
Clerk  had  defcribed  to  him  as  open  and  uniortified, 
was  in  the  fame  Condition  that  Day,  He  afked  him 
the  Qiieftion  feveral  Times  before  many  People,  and 
particularly  before  Colonel  PFolfec-x-He  had- never 
ieen  the  Man  before. 

A  third  Circumftance  is,  that  upon  the  Voyage 
home  on  board  the  Rcyal  George,  where  weie  fome 
French  Prifoners,  he  found  among  them  a  Mafon, 
who  had  been  employed  at  Rochefort  about  two 
Years,  and  enquired  of  him,  if  any  of  the  Gates 
were  upon  a  Level  with  the  Ground,  without  any 
Bridge :  He  faid,  there  was  one,  but  that  it  had  a  very 
good  ftrong  Gate.  The  Reafon  of  his  alking  that 
Queftion,  was,  that  if  Water  could  be  thrown  round 
the  Town,  there  muft  have  been  a  Bridge  in  his 
Opinion.  This  paffed  before  Captain  Buckle  of  the 
Rioyal  George. 

Since  his  Return  to  Lcndon^  he  has  feen  feveral 
PecJple,  who  hlave  been  at  Rochefort^  and  particularly 
Mr.  Plenderleith^  a  Merchant,  who  was  at  Rochefort 
about  14  Months  ago ;  and  he  confirmed  him  in  this 
Particular  of  the  Inequality  of  the  Ground,  and  in 
every  other  Refpedt  regarding  the  Place.  This  Mr. 
Plenderleitb  lived,  for  many  Years^  a  Merchant  at 
Rocbelle^  and  he,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ckrk^  knew  him 
when  he  was  there. 

Major-General  Conway  faid,  that  he  examined  fe- 
veral Perfons,  twenty  at  lcaft,«i  and  therefore  cannot 
particularly  recoiled:,  whether*the  Fifherman  men- 
tioned in  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clerk^s  Evidence  was 
one;  but  if  the  Name  was  mentioned,  he  fbould  per- 
haps remember,*— and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clerk  thertS 
upon  mentioning,  that  he  believes  Boneau  was  the 
'"CDC,  Major-GeneraJ  Conway  reJfer;^ ed  to  a  Minute, 
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which  he  took,  of  one  Boneau  of  L'^^  Z)/^,  which  is 
as  follows : 

Boneau  de  V  ^fie  Dieu  vrzs  at  Rocbefort  on  Wed" 
nefday\  does  not  know  what  Number  the,Garrifoh  : 
*'  beKevcs  great  Part  came  out  to  the  Coaft  and  Bat-t 
tcries,  fince  we  came. — Town  not  very  ftrong  he 
^^  thinks,  but  a  good  Rampart,  and  a  Ditch  full  of 
**  fVater  all  round. — That  he  faw  it  fo. 

"II  Battalions  at  Rocbelle-  More  on  the  Ifle  of  Rbi^ 
**  feveral  at  Oleron—  Saw  fevcn  at  Rocbelle  eight  Days 
■«  ago — Water  over  again  ft  Fouras  at  half  Cannon- 
*'  fhot  four  Fathom — Many  Batteries  on  the  Coaft — 
Some  Sand»  but  moft  muddy — Ifle  de  Rhe  good 
landing — Sand  at  Flat  near  the  Shore.*' 
•  Majoc-General  Conway  added,  if  this  was  the  fame 
Man  (which  he  could  not  pretend  to  affirm)  the  Man 
was  fonretimcs  clear,  and  fometimes  very  indiftindb, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Clerk  faid,  the  Man  gave  him  an 
indiftind  Account  about  the  Ditch ;  and  believes  it 
to  be  the  fame  Man- 
Captain  fVilliam  Hamihon  being  called  upon,  at  the 
Dcfire  of  Lieutenant  Colonel   Clerk^  faid,  he  heard 
Lieutenant-Colonel  C/ifD&afk  the  Man  manyQueftions, 
and  amongfl  others  particularly  as  to  the  Side  next  the 
River,  whofe  Anfwer  was.  Every  Thing  remained  in 
the  fame  Situatioo  as  before,  and  open. 
,    Sir  John  Mordaunt  obferved,  that  Boneau^  (if  it  is 
the  fame)  was  examined  almoft  a  whole  Day  before 
the  Council,  and  he  was  fo  very   indiftindk  ai?ci  un- 
fatisfadory,  that  the  Council  was  quite  out  of  Par 
tience  with  him. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Clerk  defired  leave  to  remark, 
that  though  one  cannot  expedt  to  have  any  diftinfk  or 
fatisfadory  Account  from  a  Fi (her man,  or  any  com- 
mon Man,  in  regard  to  a  Fortification,  and  that  one 
muft  even  look  for  Contradiftions  in  fome  Things, 
yet  one  may  depend  for  a  particular  Circumftance  up- 
on a  Man  of  that  Kind,  very  nigh  as  much  as  upon 
;in  Engineer, 
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Being  alked,  by  dcfire  of  Majcr-Gcneral  CornwaUiSy 
when  he  ha4  collcdicd   what  pafled,  whether  he  ac* * 
quaintcd  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Englijh  Forces 
with  that  Convcrfation  ? 

Anfwered*,  He  did   acquaint  Sir  John  Mordaunt 
wuh  it  the  next  Day  in  the  Morning  (being  the  27th, 
t  he  Day  before  the  Order  for  Landing)  and  Major 
General  Conway  likewife,  when  they  were  walking  at 
the  Top  of  the  Donjeon  over  the  Gateway  in  the  Ifle 
of  Aix^  and  mentioned  particularly,  that  he  had  paf- 
fed  the  Day  with  the  People  of  the  Fort,  and  parti- 
cularly with  the  Engineer,  on  Purpofe  to  examine 
him  with  regard  to  Rochejort ;  and  that  he  had  con- 
, firmed  every  Thing  he,  Lieut.  Colonel  Clerk^  had 
faid :  And   remembers   particularly  Sir  John  Mor^ 
daunfs  Anfwer,  That  no  Credit  coy  Id  be  given  to 
what  a  French  Engineer  faid  on  that  Subject  5   and 
aflced,   if  he  was  in  that  Situation,  whether  he  would 
have  explained  any  thing  on   fuch  a  Subjeft  ?   His 
Anfwer    to    Sir   John  Mordaunt  was,    "  Different 
**  Men  had  different  Charadersj  for  his  Part  be  be- 
*'  lieved  him." 

S\r  John  Mordaunt  faid,  he  remembers  Lieut.  CoK 
Clerk's  acquainting  him  with  this  Circumftance  of  the 
Engineer,  and  his  making  that  Obfervation  upon  it. 

Major  General  Conway  defired,  it  might  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  his  two  Fropofals  came  on  that  very  Day, 
and  the  Council  was  called  that  Night,  which  came 
to  the  Refolucion  of  Landing.  He  added,  that  he 
tried  the  Engineer,  but  without  getting  any  thing  from 

him. 

Sir  John  Mordaunt  hid y  that  if  he  underftood  Lieut. 
Nethercote  rightly  yeflerday,  the  Engineer  told  him 
quite  the  reverfe;  —  and  Lieut.  Nethercote^  of  the 
Royal  Regiment  of  Artillery,  being  thereupon  qucf- 
tioned,  faid.  That  he  did  fpeak  with  the  Engineer  at 
the  Ifle  of  AiXy  but  had  no  particular  Convedation 
with  him  about  the  Ditch  at  Rochefort^  or  the  Place  5, 
bux  the  Engineer  gave  him  prevaricating  Anfwers^ 
and  he  did  not  chufe  to  proceed  with  him. 

Lieut« 
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iJcut.  Colonel  C/(?r*  being  afked,  at  Major  Gcnc^ 
ral  Conway*s  Dcfire,  Whether  he  offered,  or  hinted 
at  any  Confideration  to  the  Engineer  ? 

Anfwered,.No,  never  any-,  he  induftrioufly avoided 
that ;  but  explained,  that  in  Difcourfe  he  entered  in- 
to their  Affairs,  thinking  thereby  to  make  them  more 
free  and  open;  and  finding  the  Engineer,  and  one 
or  two  others,  were  likely  to  be  ruined,  unlefs  they 
were  foon  releafed,  he  promifed  to  ufe  his  Influence 
to  get  them  releafed,  as  foon  as  they  came  to  Eng- 
land. 

^  Did  the  Engineer  give  any  other  material  In- 
formation about  Troops,  or  otherwife  ? 

J.  No-,  he  once  threw  it  out  to  them,  but  he 
founds  they  fhunnfd  it. 

^  Did  he  afk  the  Engineer  concerning  the  Troops 
after  the  Information  given  him  in  regard  to  Roche^ 
fort  ? 

A.  What  he  afked  as  to  the  State  of  their  Troops 
was,  tothebeftof  his  Knowledge,  after  the  Informa- 
tion given  him  in  regard  to  Rocbefort  •,  buc  the  En- 
gineer fhunned  giving  an  Anfwer,  upon  which  he 
dropped  it. 

Being  alked  by  the  Board,  whether  he  knows  any 
thing  of  the  Strength  of  Fort  Fouriis  towards  the 
Land  ? 

Anfwcred,  It  appears  by  his  Letter,  he  never  had 
feen  the  Fort;  and  at  the  Council  of  War  he  told. 
them,  he  had  then  never  feen  the  Land-fide  of  it. 

^  Did  he  fee  any  Obflruftion  to  landing  the 
Troops  in  the  Bay  of  Chatelaillon  ? 

A,  None  5  when  he  reconnoitred  with  Major  Ge- 
neral Conway  on  the  29th  \  for  he  does  not  reckon  the 
Cannon  tn  barbette  upon  the  high  Bluff  Point  of  Cha-- 
ttlailton  any  Obflrudion  at  all,  as  the  Captains  of  the 
Men  of  War  had  remarked  in  their  Report  of  thp 
24th. 

^  (By  Defire  of  Major  General  Conway.)    Did  he 

hear  higi  make  his  Report  to  Sir  JobnMordaunt  ?  * 

A,  He  heard  a  good  deal  of  it  \    he  thinks  not 
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the  whole,  but  believes  it  to  have  been  conformabii 
to  what  he  has  now  faid. 

^  Does  he  reraember  the  Fort^  or  Cannon,  upot* 
the  high  Ground,  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Foi* 
Four  as  ? 

A.  He  did  not  obferve  it  himfelf  j  he  knows  Majo. 
General  Conway  mentioned  it. 

^  (From  the  Board.)  If  Fort  Fouras  could  not  L 
taken^  what  Method  would  he  have  taken  to  fecu. 
a  Retreat  ? 

J.  By  making  an  Intrenchment  at  Qhatelaillon  i 
fecure  the  two  new  Battallions,  which  he  utiderfloc 
were  to  have  been  left  there. 

Sir  John  Mordaunty   after  remarking    that  the*' 
two  Battallions  confiftcd  intirely  of  hew-raifed,   ra\ 
^d  undifciplined  Men,   defired  Lieut.  Colonel  Ck. 
might  be  afked,    If  an  able  Engineer  had  been 
Rocbefortj  with  a  fufficient  Number  of  Men  and  Too!" 
how  long  would  he  have  been  in  making  the  Ope^ 
ing  fpoken  of  equally  fecure  againft   a  Coup  de  Ma- 
with  the  reft  of  the  Works  ? 

To  which^he  anfwered.  That  it  is  very  difficult  ^ 
afcertainany  thing  of  that  Kind  with  Precifion,  ar 
that  no  Conclufion  can  be  drawn  from  what  may  b 
done;  for  what  may  be  done,  very  feldom  is  done  — 
even  in  France. 

^  (Ai  the  Bejire  of  Major  General  Conway.)  Whp* 
Time  it  would  take  to  throw  up  ah  Intrenchment  o- 
a  ftrong  Profil  in  that  yielding  Sort  of  Ground,  fuch 
as  he  threw  up  in  the  IQe  of  JVight^  with  as  manv 
Hands,  as  could  be  employed  ? 
,  A,  Though  this  depends  very  much  upon  th; 
Nature  of  the  Ground,  fo  that  fometimes  a  particu- 
lar Sppt  takes  double  the  Time  of  what  a  molt  abk 
Engineer  could  determine  at  firft  (the  particular  Cak 
.  of  the  Lines  thrown  up  at  the  Ifland  at  the  Entrancv 
of  Fort/mouthy  by  C3.ptz\n  Demere^  having  taken  hin. 
five  Times  more  Time  than  he  expeftcdj  as  for  the 
Entrenchment  thrown  up  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight ^  he  be 
lievcs  ic  may  be  thrown  up  in  a  Day  and  half,  Oi 
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perhaps  even  in  a  Day,  with  as  many  Hands  as 

could  be  employed  upon  it. 

•  ^  Poes  he  not  think  that  Ditches  and  the  moraft  . 
Ground  would  be  an  additional  Strength  at  the  Open* 
ing  of  Rochefort  ? 

A.  To  be  fure  they  would. 

^  Were  there  not  Ditches  already  cut^  that  would 
be  an  Impediment  ? 

A.  Yes. 

^  Does  he  not  think  Moon- light  Nights  would 
be  agreat  Impediment  to  an  Afiault  ? 

A.  Believes  the  Moonlight  could  be  no  fuch  Im- 
pediment»'  as  to  hinder  the  Place  from  being  carried 
in  a  couple  of  Hours. 

^  (From  the  Board)  If,  contrary  to  his  Expe6U- 
tions,  Rochefort  had  been  too  ftrong  to  have  been 
ttiken  by  a  Coup  de  Main^  could  not  the  Store- houfea 
and  Magazines  have  been  burnt  by  throwing  of  Car*- 
kalTcs  and  red  hot  Balls  ? 

A.  Undoubtedly,  by  Carkafles  and  Shells  one 
might  deflroy  a  great  manjr  of  the  Stores  ;  but  to  do 
\i  in  any  tolerable  degree,  would  require  five  times 
the  Number  of  what  they  had  with  them  ;  and  that 
fuch  a  Method  would  both  take  up  Time,  and 
there  would  likewife  be  great  difficulty  in  bringing 
up  fuffieient  Stores  for  that  Purpofe  to  the  Place. 

Major  General  Conway  defired  leave  t<)  produce  a 
Minute  of  an  Examination  of  a  French  Prifoner  taken 
before  Sir  John  Mordaunt^  which  was  read,  viz. 

*'  Pierre  Girard  de  Rochefort^  Sailor,  who  fays, 
"  they  have  worked  at  Rochefort  this  Fortnight  paft'; 
**  that  he  has  feen  new  Works  \  that  they  had  work- 
^*  ed  at  the  Ditch  and  at  Sout$rfains.^* 

At  bir  John  Mordaunt's  Defire,  who  faid  he  had 
lately  received  Information  of  a  Letter  found  in  the 
Ifle  of  Aixj  the  Poftcript  whereof  he  conceived  mate- 
rial, as  it  (hews  Precautions  were  taken  at  Rochefort^ 
Mr.  John  Eifer^  Engineer,  produced  a  Letter  as  found 
by  him  in  a  Room  belonging  to  a  Pried  in  the  Ifle 
of  Aiscy  without  Cover  or  Superfcr iption,  the  Day  after 

the 
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the  Fort  Was  taken,  dated,  "  ARochefortce  i8/*  (the 
Month  and  Year  not  Ipecificd)  the  Foftfcripc  where- 
of is  as  follows. — "  Je  vous  prie  d'ajfurer  Monfieur 
*'  6?  Madame  le  Comte  de  mon  rejpe£l  -,  il  conjecture 
•*  que  la  Saifon  eft  trop  avance  pour  que  les  ennemies  en- 
*'  treprennent  rien  fur  nos  Coftes^  mats  la  precaution  de 
•^  Monfieur  le  Gouverneur  n^en  eft  pas  mains  bonneJ"* 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Clerk  faid.  That  befides  the  Par- 
ticulars he  has  before- mentioned,  he  met  with  another 
Circumftance  that  confirmed  him  in  his  Opinion 
about  Rocbefort^  and  that  before  he  left  England^ — 
which  is  a  Relation  of  the  Port  of  Rochefort^  printed 
10  1732.  That  Book  gives  a  very  vClear  Account 
how  it  comes  to  be  in  the  Condition  he  has  reprefent- 
ckl. — Colbert^  who  was  Prime  Minifter  of  the  Fin- 
leances^  intended,  that  there  fhould  be  nothing  but  a 
fimple  Wall  round  Rochefort^  that  no  Garrifon  of  re- 
gular Troops  might  be  put  in  it,  on  purpofe  to  pre- 
vent Difputes  between  Land  and  Sea  Officers.  The 
Governor  built  a  Rampart  in  the  fame  Form  as  he 
fuppofes  the  fimple  Wall  was  intended  ;  that  is  to  fay^ 
with  Redans,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  ab- 
furd.  Signellai  difgraced  the  Governor  upon  that  Ac- 
count ;  tho'  the  Author  takes  his  Part,  and  fays,  he 
followed  the  Plan  of  ain  Engineer. 

Sir  J^bn  Mordaunt  begged  leave  to  refer  to  an  Ex- 
amination taken  by  his  Secretary  Captain  Richard 
Davenport^  of  Pierre  Girardy  Mariner,  one  of  the 
frencb  Prifoners,  which  being  produced  by  the  faid 
Captain  Davenport ^  was  read  as  follows, — *'  Pierre 
**  Girard^  Mariner,  fays.  That  he  is  well  acquainted 
*^  mth  Rocbeforty  ^ni  v/SLS  theie  on  the  20th;  that 
"  there  is  a  Ditch  round  the  Place,  of  which  two 
-•'  Thirds  are  full  of  Water,  and  the  other  Third  may 
*'  be  filled  at  plcafure  ;  that  the  Avant  Guard  is  for- 
tified-and  defended  by  a  fafcine  Battery  of  feveral 
Pieces  of  Cannon  juft  finilhed." 
Robert  Boyd^  Efq;  Comptroller  of  the  Train,  by 
^reAion  of  the  Board,  laid  before  them  an  exad  Ac- 
count 
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count  of  the  Proportion  of  Brafs  Ordnance,  Howit- 
zers, Mortars,  and  Stores  furnifhed  from  the  Ordnance 
for  this  E^tpedition. 

Sir  John  Mordaunt  then  addreficd  himfelf  to  the 
Board  as  follows, 

*^  1  am  confcious  of  having  done  my  utmoft  to  the 
"  beft  of  my  Judgment  for  his  Majefty's  Service  in 
"  the  Conduft  of  this  Expedition  ;  and  I  have  fub- 
**  mitted  myfelf  vohintarily  and  readily  to  this  Ex- 
"  amination.  I  defire  no  Favour  or  Partiality,  and 
"  I  know  I  (hall  have  the  nioft  cxaft  Juftice  in  the 
"  Report  this  honourable  Board  will  make. 

*'  I  apprehend,  that  an  Inquiry  into  the  whole 
"  Conduft  of  an  Expedition,  without  any  Accufation 
"  formed,  or  any  Charge  laid,  is  a  Proceeding  not 
*' quite  common;  and  however  free  from  Guilt  a 
'*  Man  may  feci  himfelf,  there  are  few  who  can  ftand 
"  fo  ftrift  an  Examination- 
There  is  nothing  but  the  high  Opinion  I  have 
"  both  of  the  Juftice  and  Candour  of  this  Board, 
could  make  me  eafy  in  fuch  a  Situation. 

I  therefore  hope  you  will  be  indulgent  to  my 
^'  Errors  ;  but  I  defire  no  Mercy  for  Guilt  or  known 
"  Dilobediencc,  and  with  thefe  Sentiments  I  fubmit 
*'  myfelf  to  the  Court." 

No  Perfon  having  any  thing  farther  to  offer,  all 
Parties  were  direded  to  withdraw, — when  the  Board 
proceeded  to  take  the  whole  Matter  before  them  into 
Confideration  ;  and  after  fome  Time, 

Adjourned  to  Thurfday  next  at  ii  o'clock  in  the 
Forenoon. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  faid  General  Officers,  &fr. 
(purlbant  to  Adjournment)  on  thurfday  the  i7th.of 
November  1757. 

The  Board  took  into  farther  Confideration  the  feve- 
ral  Matters  before  them  relative  ta  the  Failure  of  the 
late  Expedition,  and  came  to  feveral  Refolutions ; 
which  they  direftcd  to  be  ftated  in  a  Report  to  his 

Majefty, 
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Majefty,  and  a  Draught  thereof  to  be  prepared  and 
jaid  before  them  at  their  next  Meeting. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  the   iiji  Injlantj  at  ii 

o^Clock  in  the  Forenoon. 

»       • 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  faid  pencral  Officers,  iSc. 
on  Monday  the  2  ift  of  T^cv ember ^  * 757- 
^  The  following  Report  to  his  Majefty,  prepared 
agreeable  to  the  Refolutions  of  the  Board  at  the  laft 
Meeting,  being  laid  before  them,  was  approved  and 
figned. 

Report  of     May  it  pteafe  your  Majefty^ 

thcGe-    \TK/E  the  underwritten  General   Officers  of  tb« 
cer*^  2r  VV     Army,  in  Obedience  to  your  Majefty's  War* 
to  his    *  ^^"^>  which  bears  Date  the  1  ft  Day  of  this  prefent 
Majefly.  Mopth,  commanding  us  ftridly  to  examine  into  the 
Caufes  of  the' Failure  of  the  late  Expedition  to  the 
Coafts  of  France^  and  to  report  a  State  thereof,  as  it 
fli6ul4  appear  to  us,  together  with  our  Opinion  there- 
upon, have,  at  feveral  Meetings,  perufed  and  con- 
fidered  your  Majeft)*s  Orders  and  Inftruftions,  as 
cranfmicted  to  us  by  the  Right  Hbnourable  Mr,  Pitt^ 
your  Majefty's  principal  Secretary  of  State,  together 
\viih  fundry  Letters  and  other  Papers  therewith  tranf- 
mitted,    and  have  heard   and  examined  Lieutenant 
General   Sir  John  Mordaunt^    the   Commander    in 
Chief  of  the  Land  Forces,  and  other  principal  Offi- 
cers employed   on  the  faid  Expedition,    with  fuch 
Witneflis  as  either  of  them  dcfircd,  and  alfo  fuch 
other  Perfons  as  feemed  to  us  moft  likely  to  give  any 
material  Information  ;  and  in  order  that  your  Ma- 
jefty may  be  fully  pofTefled  of  every  Circumftance, 
which  has  appeared  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Inquiry, 
we  beg  Leave  to  lay  before  your  Majefty  the  wholp 
of  our  Examination,  as  contained  in  the  Minutes  af 
our  Proceedings  to  this  our  Report  annexed  :  And 
upon  the  malt  diligent  and  careful  Review  of  the 
whole  Matter,  we  do,  in  farther  Obedience  to  your 
Royal  Coiiimand,  moft  humbly  report  to  your  Ma- 
jefty 
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jejly  the  principal  Caufes  of  the  Failure  ©f  the  faid 
Expedition,  as  they  appear  to  us,  viz. 

Ic  appears,  that  one  Caiifc  of  the  Expedition  hav- 
ing failed,  is  the  not  attacking  Fort  F0urci$  by  S^a, 

"'  at  the  fame  Time  that  it  would  have  been  attacked 
by  Land,  agreeable  to  the  firft  Defign,  which  cer- 
tainly muft  have  bernof  the  greateft  Utility  toward? 
carrying  your  Majefty's  Inftruftions  intq  ExecutioDf 

,  It  was  at  firft  refolvcd  by  Sir  Edward  Hawke  (Tbierri 
the  Pilot  of  the  Magnanime  having  undertaken  chf 
fafe  Conduift  of  a  Ship  to  Fort  Fouras  for  that  Pwr 
pofe)  but  afterwards  laid  afide,  upon  the  Repreftfjj 
tation  of  Vice  Admiral  Knowks^  that  the  Barfiiuf^ 
the  Ship  deflgned  for  that  Service,  was  on  Grp.V)4i.di 
at  the  Diftance  of-  between  fotir  and  five  Miles  Uom 
the  Shore  •,  but  as  neither  Sir  Edward  Hav^h^  W>f 
the  Pilot)  could  attend  to  give  any  Information  ti^o 
that  Head,  We  cannot  prefume  to*  offer  a<^  Qeftim 
Opinion  thereupon.  • .  . 

We  conceive  another  Caufe  of  the  Failure  of  the 
Expedition  to  have  been,  that,  inftead  of  attempting 
to  land,  when  the  Report  was  received  on  the  24th 
of  September  from  Rear- Admiral  Brodrick  and  the 
Captains,  who  had  been  fent  out  to  found  and  rccon- 
ftoitre^  a  Council  of  War  was  fummontd  and  held  on 
the  a5tk,  inasdHcb  it»  was  unanimoufly  refolvednot 
to  land,  as  the  Attempt  upon  Rocbefort  was  neither 
advifable   nor  prafticable ;  but  it  does  not  appear  \o 
us,  that  there  were  then,  or  at  any  Tio^e  afterwai"ds; 
either  a  Body  of  Troops  or  Batteries  on  the  $hpre» 
fufficient  to  have  prevented  the  attempting  a  Defeat; 
in  purfuance  of  the  Inftru6tions  figned  by  your  Ma- 
jefty  :  Neither  does  it  appear  to  us,  that  there  were 
any  fufficient  Reafons  to  induce  the  Council  of  War 
to  believe,  that  Rochcfort  was  fo  far  changed  in  refpedt 
of  its  Strength,  or  Pofture  of  Defence,  fince  the  Ex- 
r         pedition  was  firft  refolved  on  in  England^  as  to  pre- 
vent all  Attempts  of  an  Attack  upon  the  Place,  in 
order  to  burn  and  deftroy  the  Docks,  Magazines, 
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Arlenals,  and  Shipping,  in  Obedience  to  your  Ma- 
jefty*s  Commands. 

And  we  think  ourfelves  obliged  to  remark  upon  the 
Council  of  War  of  the  28  th  of  Sept  ember ^  that  no 
Reafon  could  have  exifted  fufEcient  to  prevent  the 
Attempt  of  landing  the  Troops  previous  to  that  Day, 
as  the  Council  then  unanimoufly  refolved  to  land  with 
all  poflible  Difpatch. 

We  beg  Leave  alfo  to  make  one  otherObfervation  ; 
that  after  its  being  unanimoufly  refolved  to  land  in 
the  Council  of  War  of  the  28th,  the  Refolution  was 
taken  of  returning  to  England^  without  any  regular 
or  general  Meeting  of  the  faid  Council :  but  as  that 
whole  Operation  was  of  fo  inconfiderable  a  Nature, 
we  do  not  offer  this  to  your  Majefty  as  a  Caufe  of  the 
Failure  of  the  Expedition,  flnce  we  cannot  but  look 
upon  the  Expedition  as  having  failed,  from  the  Time 
the  great  Objed  of  it  was  laid  aiide  in  the  Council  of 
War  of  the  25th. 

All  which  is  mod  humbly  fubmitted  to  your 
Majefty's  Wifdom. 

Marlborough. 

Fri^^ardin,  GeORGE    SaCKVILLE. 

Zl^Novemhery  1757.  *-v/«>.vyi>    vxi.v,*vtax**4i:,* 

John  Walpegrave. 

A  true  Copyy 

Charles  Gould, 
Deputy  Judge-Advocate-General. 
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APPENDIX, 

CONTAINING 

The   PAPERS   referred  to   in  the 

foregoing  Report. 

Numb.  L     Copy  of  a  Letter ^  dated  London,  July  15, 
^iSly  fr^^  Captain  {now  Lieutenant- colonel  Clerk) . 
to  Sir  John  Ligonier,  and  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Pitt,  with  regard  to  Rochefort. 

Sir, 

YO  U  have  defircd  me  to  put  down  in  Writing 
what  I  mentioned  to  your  Excellency  in  regard 
of  Rocbefort. 

In  returning  from  Gibraltar  in  1754,  I  went  along 
Part  of  the  weftern  Coaft  of  France^  to  fee  the  Con- 
dition of  fome  of  their  Fortifications  of  their  Places  of 
Importance,  on  purpofe  to  judge,  if  an  Attempt  could 
be  made  with  a  Probability  of  Succefs,  in  cafe  of  a 
Rupture;  and  of  the  French  drawing  away  their 
Troops  to  Flanders^  Italy ^  and  Germany^  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  diey  did  in  the  laft  War.  I  had  heard, 
that  Rocbefortj  though  a  Place  of  the  utmoft  Impor  • 
tance,  had  been  very  much  neglefted.  I  went  there, 
and  waited  upon  the  Governor  in  my  Regimentals, 
told  him,  that  I  was  upon  my  Way  to  England  from 
Gibraltar  j  and,  that  I  came  on  purpofe  to  fee  the 
Plsice,  the  Dock,  and  the  Men  of  War.  He  was  very 
polite  J  \  was  fliewed  every  Thing  ;  went  aboard  ten 
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Ships  of  the  Line  new  built :  and,  an  Engineer  at- 
tended me  in  going  round  the  Place. 

I  was  furprifed  to  find,  that  though  there  was  ^ 
good  Rampart  with  a  Revetement,  the  greateft  Part 
of  it  was  not  flanked  but  with  Redans ;  that  thfcfe 
were  no  Outworks,  no  Covert-way,  and  in  many 
Pfaces  no  Ditch  •,  fo  that  the  Bottom  of  the  Wall 
was  feen  at  a  Diftance :  That  in  other  Places  where 
the  Earth  had  been  taken  out  to  form  the  Rampart^ 
there  was  left  about  them  a  good  Height  of  Ground, 
which  was  a  Difadvantage  to  the  Place :  That  for 
above  the  Length  of  a  Front  there  was  no  Rampart, 
or  even  Intrenchment -,  but  as  the  Ground  was  low 
and  marfhy  at  that  Place,  being  next  the  .River,  there 
were  fome  fmall  Ditches,  which  were  dry,  however,  at 
Low-water-,  yet  the  Bottom  remained  muddy  and 
flimy..  .          . 

Towards  the  River  there  was  no  Rampart,  no  Pa- 
rapet, no  Batteries  on  either  Side.  Towards  the 
Larid-fide  there  was  fome  high  Ground  very  nigh  the 
Place,  perhaps  at  the  DiftanCe  of  about  150  or  200 
Yards. 

The  Engineer  told  me,  that  the  Place  had  remained 
in  that  Condition  for  above  70  or  80  Years. 

I  got  no  Plan  of  the  Place,  and  put  nothing  down 
in  Writing ; .  for  I  found  that  the  whole  Town  had 
been  talking  of  me,  and  thought  it  very  extraordinary 
that  I  fhould  be  allowed  to  go  about  and  fee  every 
Thing. 

I  burnt  even  fome  Sketches  and  Remarks  I  had  by 
me  upon  other  Places,  that  they  might  have  no  Hold 
of  me,  in  cafe  they  fearched  my  Baggage,  and  there- 
fore could  only  expofe  themfelves,  as  I  had  done  no- 
thing but  what  was  open,  above  board,  and  with  Per- 
miffion. 

•  However,  as  to  Utility,  I  was  as  much  fatisfied  as 
if  I  had  got  a  Plan.  In  regard  of  the  Profil  indeed, 
I  have  thought  fince,  that  it  would  not  have  been 
amifs  if  I  had  known  for  certain  the  exadt  Height  of 
the  Rampart*     I  think  that  it  could  not  well  exceed 
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(    «7    ) 
25  Feet.    In  Mariiniere's  Geographical  Diftionary, 
it  is  called  onlv  20  Feet  high ;  perhaps  the  Parapet 
is  not  includect 

I  told  your  Excellency,  that  I  had  never  feen  any 
Plan  of  the  Place  5  but  as  there  had  been  no  Altera- 
tion in  the  Works  for  fo  many  Years,  I  made  no  quef- 
•tion  but  that  fome  old  Plan  of  it  might  be  found  which 
would  correfpond  exaftly  with  what  I  faid.  In  the 
Forces  deU Europe^  which  I  have,  there  i$  no  Plan  of 
Rocbeforty '  but  I  found  one  in  the  Duke  of  Argyle^ 
Edition,  which  I  borrowed,  and  Ihewed  to  your  Ex- 
cellency; It  agrees  exaftly  with  what  I  faid,  and.  with 
the  Sketch  I  drew  of  it  before  you  from  my  Memory, 
except  that  a  regular  Ditch  is  reprcfented.  every 
where,  which  ts  not  the  Cafe. 

The  River  may  be  about  1 30  Yards  broad.  The 
Entrance  is  defended  by  two  or  three  fmall  Redoubts, 
which  I  did  not  fee,  nor  could  I  venture  even  t6  go 
down  and  examine  the  Coail. 

What  I  mentioned  to  your  Excellency  of  the  Me- 
thod of  infulting  the  Place,  confidering  it  upon  the 
Footing  of  an  immediate  Aflault,  I  have  not  put 
down  \  for,  though  it  may  be  reafoned  upon  in  a  ge- 
neral View,  yet  many  Things  can  only  be  fixed  and 
determined  immediately  upon  the  Spot;  I  was  told, 
that  there  are  never  any  Troops  at  Rocbefort^  but  the 
Marines.  There  might  be  about  1000  at  that 
Time. 

By  the  Expedition  to  Port  UOrient  in  1 74^,  it 
appeared  to  me,  that  the  Country-people  in  Arms  are 
very  little  better  than  our  own  ;  and  that  an  Officer 
who  poflefles  himfelf,  might  march  fafeiy  from  one 
End  of  a  Province  to  another,  with  only  five  Com- 
panies of  Grenadiers,  where  there  are  no  regular 
Troops.  They  imagine  at  firft,  that  they  can  fight* 
and  their  Intentions  are  good  till  it  comes  to  the 
Point,  when  every  Body  gives  Way  almoft  before  the 
Firing  of  a  Platoon. 

Ea  i 
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In  writing  this  I  have  obeyed  with  Plcafdre,  as  I 
have  always  done,  your  Excellency's  Commands. 

I  am,  Csfr.  ; 

Robert  Clerk. 

A  true  Copy.     Robert  Wood. 
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Numb.  II.  Minute^  dated  Arlington- Street,  Auguft, 
1757,  conTaining  an  Examhiation  of  a  French  Pilot.  - 

PRESENT. 


Mr.  Secretary  Pitt 
General  Li^dnier 
hdmitdX  Knowles 
Captain  Clarke. 


Lord  An/on 
Sir  Ed.  Hawke 
Lt.-Genl.  Sir  J ,  Mordaunt 
Major-Genl.  Comvay 
Lold  Holdernejfe 

Le  nomme,  Jofeph  Tierry,  Pilote  Franpois,  Natif  de 

Pfoteftant  de  Religion,  aiant  ete  exa^ 
mine,  dit,  * 

OU'IL  a  exerce  le  metier  de  pilote  fur  ks  cotes  de 
France  au  dela  de  vingt  ans,  qu'il  a  fervi  comme 
premier  pilote,  a-bord  de  divers  vaifleaux  du  roi  de 
France,  &  nommcment  du-Magnariime,  fur  lequel  il  a 
fervi  pendant  Tefpace  de  vingt  &  deux  mois>  qu'il  a  con- 
duit le  dit  vaiffeau  le  Magnanime  plufieurs  fois.a  la 
rade  de  PiQe  D*Aix,  &  qu*il  connoit  bien  Tentree,  & 
la  forrie  de  la  dite  rade  j  que  le  chennel  entre  les  ifles 
d'Oleron  &  de  Rhe  a  trois  lieues  de  large,  qu*il  y  a 
louvoiefur  le  Magnanime,  que  les  ^/i»a  qu*il  faut 
eviter  font  pres  de  la  terre,  qu'on  en  peiit  diftinguer 
les  hrifans  a  urie  diftance  confiderable ;  qu'il  y  un 
banc  nomme  le  Boiard^  dont  on  ne  courre  pas  grand 
rifque  moiennant  les  brifans  qui  annoncent  fa  fituation  \ 
que  pour  entrer  a  la  rade  d'Aix  il  n*y  a  pas  de  telles  dif- 
ticultes,  qu'il  foit  neceffaire  d'avoir  un  pilote  pour  y 
conduire  des  grands  vaifleaux  i  qu'l  y  a  bon  nioulliage 
taut  en  dedans  la  rade,  qu'en  dehors  en  mer  a  12  & 
14  brafles  d'eau  jufqu'  a  "Bayonne. 

Que  rifle  d*Aix  a  environ  fept  miles  d*AngIeterrc; 
de  circuit,  &  un  quarantaine  de  cabanes  ou  maiibns 
raflTemblees  dans  une  efpece  de  village,  qu'il  y  a  une 

batteric 
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batterie  de  vingt  quatre,  a  vingt  fix  canons,  de  24  livres 
de  bale,  mais  qu'il  n'y  a  point  de  fortification,  que  ks 
plus  gros  vaifleaux  peuvent  en  approcher  de  biea  pres, 
&  que  le  vaifleau  le  Magnaniraeyh^/pourroit  en  peu 
de  temps  detruire  la  dite  batterie. 

Que  les  plus  gro3  vaifleaux  peuvent  monter  jufqu'a 
Fergerot  -a  deux  miles  Angloifes  de  Tembouchure  de 
la  riviere  avec  leurs  canons  &  equipage,  que  la  riviere 
eft  fort  etroite. 

Que  Toa-  peut  mettre  du  monde  a  terre  au  nord 
d'une  batterie  nomme  de  Fourraj,  fans  etre  ou  du  fort 
dans  une  praierie  ou  le  terrain,  eft  ferme  &  uni  a  la 
grande  portee  de  canons  des  vaifleaux. 

.Que.de  Tendroit  ou  Ton  met  pied  a  terre  jufqu'a 
Rocbefori,  il  y  a  cinq  miles  Angloifes,  le  chemin  fee, 
&  n'eft  point  cpupe  par  des  fofles  ny  des  marais. 

Que  la  ville  eft  prefque  entouree  par  un  rampart, 
maifque  Tendroit  qui  abputit  a  la  riviere  des  deux . 
cotes  il  n'y.  a  point  de  mur  I'elpace  de  foixante  pas,  . 
qui  n'eft  fermee  fimplement  que  par  une  barriereou  . 
pallifade,  &  que  le  terrain  pour  aborder  les  dites  pali- 
fades  n'eft  coupe  d'aucun  fofle. 
A  true  Copy.    Robert  Wood. 

Numb.  Ill .  Memoire  fur  la  Force  a£iuelle  de  la  France^ 
&  ks  Services  auxquels  elle  eft  employee  dans  I* Annie 
iygy>,  received  July  2 8 /it,  1757  j — and  communicated 
Of  a  Meeting  at  Lord  Holdernefle'j  Houfe  to  the  Ge- 
nerals af pointed  on  an  Expedition  to  the  Coafts  of 
France. 

Translation. 


MEMOIRE, 

Sur  la. Force  a£luelle  de  la 
Prance  par  terre,  &  les 
Services  auxquelselle  eft 
employee  dans  T  Annee, 

t  *Armee~  Franjoife,  au 

commencement    des 

tipuWes  prefcntS;  ne  con- 


MEMORIAL, 

Of  the  aftual  Force  of 
France  by  Land,  arid 
the  Services  on  which 
it  is  employed  in  the 
Year  1757. 

^HE  French  Army  at 
the  Beginning  of  the 
prefentTro'-ibles^  confifted 


fiftoit  I     E  3     *  only 
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fiftoit  qu'cn.  157>347 
hommes,  non  compris  la 
milice  &  les  invalides. 
Elle  etoit  compofee  de  la 
maniere  fuivante. 

Infanterie  Franjoife  99>33o 

Artillerie  —  .  —  4,100 
InTanterie  Etrangere  —  25,589 
Maiibn  duRoi,  Cavalerie  3,210 
Cavalerie  Franfoiie  -—  14,520 
Cavalerie  Etrangere  -^  960 
Dragons  —         7,080 

Hufiars  —        —      800 

Troupes  Legeres      —      2,158 


only  of  1 57,347 Men, not 
including  the  Militia  and 
the  Invalids.  It  was  com- 
pofed  in  the  following 
Manner. 

French  Foot           —  9^*330 

Artillery         —       —  4,100 

Foreign  Fo<ft        —  ^S'S^^ 

King's  Hou(hold,HoHe  3,210 

French  Horfe        ■—  149520 

Foreign  Horfe        —  ,    960 

Dragoons            '  7,080 

Hul&rs            ' 800 

Light  Troops        »  2,158 


'57*347 


'57*347 


.  Aumois  d'Aout,  1755, 
on  fit  une  augmentation 
de  quatre  compagnies  de 
45  hommes  chacune,  dans 
chaque  bataillon  du  regi- 
ment du  roy,  &  de  quatre 
compagnies  de40  hommes 
chacune,  dans  chaque  ba- 
taillon ordinaire  de  Tinfan  • 
terieFranfoife  j  ce  qui  faifoit 
en  tout  29,620  hommes. 

Environ  le  memc  terns, 
une  augmentation  fe  fit 
dans  les  dragons,  qui  porta 
chaque  regiment  a  quatre 
efcadronsde  640  hommes, 
montant  en  tout  a  2,560 
hommes. 

Au  mois  de  Dcccmbre 
de  la  meme  annec  1755, 
une  augmentation  fe  fit 
pareillement  dans  la  ca- 
valerie, de  dix  hommes 
.par  compagnie,  en  tout 
5560  hommes* 

Les 


In  the  Month  ofAuguJi 
1755,  an  Augmentation 
was  made  of  four  Com- 
panies of  45  Men  each,  in 
everyBattalionoftheKing's 
regiment,and  of  four  Com- 
panies of  40  Men  each,  in 
every  common  Battalion 
of  French  Foot;  which 
made  in  all  29,620  Men* 

About  the  fame  Time 
an  Augmentation  wasmade 
in  the  Dragoons,  which 
made  up  every  Regiment 
four  Squadrons  of  640 
Men  \  making  mall  2560 
Men. 

I  In  the  Month  of  De^ 
cember  of-  the  fame  Year 
1755,  an  Augmentation 
was  alfo  made  in  the  Horfe, 
of  ten  Men  a  Company  ; 
in  all  5560  Men. 

The 


Le^  volontaircs  royaUx, 
&  Ic  corps  de  Fifcbevy  fvi- 
rentaufTiaugmentes;  nous 
ne  favons  pas  au  jufte  de 
combien ;  mais,  felon  nos 
avis,  cette  augmentation 
alloit  a  6So  hommes,  ou 
environ. 

Toutes  ces  differentes 
augmentations  montent  a 
38,420  hommes ;  &  par 
confequent  ParmeeFran- 
foife  (fans  compter  la  mi- 
lice  &les  invalides,  queje 
fnets  au  dela  de  67,000) 
eft  compofee  de  196,000 
hommes.  Us  ont,  a  la  ve- 
rite,  leve  deux  nouveaux 
Regiments  dans  le  pais  de 


) 

The  royal  Volunteers, 
and  Fifcber^s  Corps  weic 
alfo  augmented  ;  we  do 
not  exactly  know  to  what 
Number;  but,  according 
to  our  Advices,  this  Aug- 
mentation came  to  680 
Men,  or  thereabouts. 

Thefe  feveral  Augmen- 
tations amount  to  38,420 
Men ;  and  confequently 
the  French  Army  (with- 
out reckoning  the  Militia 
and  the  Invalids,  which  I 
put  at  above  67,000)  is 
compofedof  1 96,oooMen. 
They  have,  it  is  true,  railed 
two  new  Regiments  in  the 
Country  of  Liege  i    but,, 


Liege ;  mais,  malgre  tout  I  notwithftandingthat,  their 


cela,  leurs  troupes  reglees 
font  au  delTous  de  deux 
cent  mille  hommes. 

Les  ifles  de  Minorque  & 
de  Corfe^  avec  les  colonies 
en  Amerique,  occupent  au 
moins  25000  hommes ; 
lis  ont  fait  embarquer,  au 
printems,  3  a  4000  hommes 
diflferents  fervices  aux  deux 
Indies;  I'armeedeM.lema- 
rechal  d*Eftrees,  fi  les  re- 
gimens etoient  complets, 
iroit  a  92,000  hommes ; 
celle  du  marechal  de  Ri- 
chelieu eft  de  32,  665.  II 
faut,  au(fi  compter  un  corps 
de*  6  ou  7000  hommes^ 

qu*ils 


regular  Troops  are  under 
200,000  Men. 

The  Iflands  of  Minorca 
and  Corficn^  with  the  Co- 
lonies in  America^  take  up 
25,000  Men  at  leaft ;  they 
embarked  in  the  Spring 
3  or  4000  Men  for  diffe- 
rent Services  in  the  two 
Indies ;  Marlhal  D'Eftrees" 
Army,  if  the  Regiments 
were  complete,  would  a- 
mount  to  92,000  Men ; 
Marfhal  Ricbelieu^s  is 
32,665.  A  Body  of 
6  or  7000  Men  muft  alfo 

IE4 


qu*ils  font  obliges  de  tenir 
en  garnifon  a  Toulon^  Mar- 
feillesj  Cette^  Antibes^  6fr. 
^  porte  de  cettc  partic  de 
leur  Cote. 

Selori  ce  calcul,  done, 
voila  1 60,000  hommes 
de  troupes  reglees  em- 
ployefes ;  il  reftera  envi- 
ron 40,000  hommes  pour 
toutes  lesgarnifon  depuis 
Sedan  julqu'aux  frontiers 
de  la  Suijje^  de  meme  que 
pour  celles  du  Roujftllon 
et  de  Guienney  fans  parler 
de  la  Flandres  et  de  la 
cote* 

Nous  comptons  envi- 
ron 20000  hommes  places 
depuis  St.  Valery  jufqu*  a 
Bergue^  de  fajon  que  nous 
avons  tout  lieu  de  croire, 
qu'il  ne  peut  pas  y  avoir 
10,000  homme^  de  plus, 
depuis  Si.  Valery  ]vScpi^  a 
Bourdeaux. 

A  true  Copy,  Robert  Wood. 
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be  reckoned,  which  they 
are  obliged  to  keep  in  Gar- 
rifon  at  Toulon^  Marfeillesj 
CeUey  Antibesj  &c.  at  hand 
for  that  Part  of  the  Coaflr. 
According  to  this  Cal- 
culation then,  there  are 
160,000  regular  Troops 
employed ;  there  will  re- 
main about  40,000  Men 
for  all  the  Garrifons  from 
Sedan  to  the  Frontiers  of 
Swijferlandy  as  alfo  for 
thofe  of  Roufillon  and  Gut- 
enne^  without  fpeaking  of 
Flanders  and  the  Coaft. 

We  reckon  about  20,ood 
Men  placed  from  St.  Va- 
lery to  Bergue  j  fb  that  we 
have  all  the  Reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  there  cannot  be 
10,000  Men  more  from 
St.  Valery  to  Bourdeaux^ 


A  true  Tranllation. 

RolJert  Wood. 


Numt.  IV, 
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Numb.  IV.     Cofy  of  bis  Majeflfs  fecret  InfiruEiions  Z^"- 
Sir  Edward  Hawke,  dated  Axxg.  5'  17 57- 

GEORGE    R. 

Secret  In/lru£iions  fir  our  truflj  and  well-beloved  Sir  YAwzrd 
^awke.  Knight  of  the  Bath^  Admiral  of  the  blue  Squadron  of 
aur  Fleet  J  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  Ships  to  be  emtioved 
in  afecret  Expedition  for  our  Service  ;  or  for  fuch  other  uficer 
on  whom  the  Command  of  our  faid  Ships  may  devolve.  Given 
at  our  Court  at  Kenfington,  the  fifth  Day  o/^Auguft  1757,  in 
the  thirtj'firfi  X^r  of  our  Reign. 

WHEREAS  we  have  thought  fit  to  employ  a 
confiderable  Body  of  our  Land-Forces  on  a 
fecret  Expedition,  under  the  Command  of  our  trufly' 
and  well-beloved  Sir  John  Mordaunt^  Knight  of 
the  Bath,  Lieutenant-general  of  our  Forces  ;  and' 
whereas  we  have  appointed  you  to  be  Commander  in 
chief  of  a  Squadron  of  our  Ships  of  War,  to  aft  in 
Conjunftion,  and  co-operate  with  the  faid  Sir  John 
'  Mordaunt^  in  the  Execution  of  the  Services  prefcribcd 
to  him  :  For  your  better  Difcharge  of  the  great  and 
important  Truft  thereby  repofed  in  you,  we  have 
judged  it  proper  to  give  you  the  following  Inftruc- 
tions. 

1.  You  fhall  immediately,  upon  the  Receipt  of 
thefe  our  Inftruftions,  repair  to  Spitheady  whjere  wc 
have  ordered  a  Squadron,  confiding  of  at  leaft  1 6 
Ships  of  the  Line,  and  a  proportionable  Number  of 
Frigates,  to  rendezvous,  together  with  the  Tranfport- 
Veflels  for  our  Troops,  (who  are  to  embark  fronvthc 
Ifle  of  fVight)  and  alfo  the  Veffels  with  the  Artillery 
and  Stores,  which  Squadron  and  Tranfoorts  you  are 
to  take  under  your  Command  ;  and,  fo  foon  as  the 
Troops  fhall  be  embarked,  you  are  to  procceed  With- 
out Lofs  of  Time  to  the  Coafts  of  France. 

2.  Whereas  we  have  determined,  with  the  Blefling 
of  God,  to  profecute  the  juft  War  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged againft  the  French  King,  with  the  utmoft  Vi- 
gour ;  and  it  being  highly  expedient,  and  of  urgent 
Ncccffity,  to  make  fomc  Expedition  that  may  caufc  a 

Di- 
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Divernon,  and  engage  the  Enemy  to  employ  in  their 
own  Defence  a  confiderable  Part  of  their  Forces  de- 
ftined  to  invade  and  opprefs  the  Liberties  of  the  Em- 
pire, and  to  fubvert  the  Independency  of  Europe  5  and 
if  poffible  to  make  fome  efieftual  Impreffion  on  the 
Ehemy,  which  by  difturbing  and  (baking  the  Credit 
of  their  public  Loans  j  impairing  the  Strength  and 
Refources  of  their  Navy,  as  well  as  difconcerting  and 
.in  Part  fruftrating  their  dangerous  and  extenfive  Ope- 
rations of  War,  may  refleft  Luftre  on  our  Arms,  and 
add  Life  and  Strength  to  the  common  Caufe ;  and  we 
being  pcrfuaded,  that  nothing  in  th^  prefent  Situation 
of  Affairs  can  fo  fpeedily  and  efTentialiy  annoy  and 
diftrefs  France^  as  a  fuccefsful   Enterprize    againft 
Rochefort  :  Our  Will  and  Pleafure  is.  That  you  do 
co-operate  in  attempting  as  far  as  Ihall  be  found  prac- 
ticable a  Defcent  on  the  French  Coaft,   at  or  near 
Rochefort^  in  order  to  attack,  if  pradlicable,  and  by  a 
vigorous  Impreflion  force  that  Place  ;  and  to  burn 
and  deftroy  to  the  utmoft  of  your  Power  all  Docks, 
Magazines,  Arfenals,  and  Shipping,   that  fhall  be 
found  there,  and  exert  fuch  other  Efforts  as  fhall  be 
judged  moft  properfor  annoying  theEnemy.  After  this 
Attempt  on  Rochefort  (hall  either  have  fucceeded  or 
failed,  and  in  cafe  the  Circumftances  of  our  Fleet 
and  Forces  fhall,  with  Profpeft  of  Succefs,  ftill  admit 
of  further  Operations,  Port  rOrient  and  Bourdeaux 
are  to  be  confidered  next  as  the  moft  important  Ob- 
jcfls  of  our  Arms  on  the  Coafl  of  France -^  and  our 
Will  and  Pleafure  accordingly  is.  That  you  do  pro- 
ceed fucccflively  to  an  Attempt  oif  both  or  either  of 
thofe  Places,  as  fhall  be  judged  prafticable,  or  any 
other  Place,  that  fhall  be  thought  moil  advifeable  from 
Bourdeaux  homewards  to  Havre^  in  order  to  carry  and 
fpread  with   as  much  Rapidity  as  maybe,  a  warm 
Alarm  along  the  maritime  Provinces  of  France: 
And  you  are,  as  far  as  you  fhall  be  able  with  the  Fleet 
under  your  Command,  to  be  aiding  and  affifling  to 
Sir  7^i?«  M?ritf««/ in  the  Performance  of  the  fcveral 
Services  aforefaid. 

3.  In 
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3-  ^^  ^afe,  by  the  BleiSng  of  God  upon  our  Arms^ 
our  Forces  fiiould  become  Mafters  of  any  Places  on 
the  Coaft  oi  France^  pur  Will  and  Pleafure  is^  That 
they  do  not  keep  Pofleflion  thereof,  but  that  after  de- 
raolifhing  and  deftroying  as  far  as  may  be  all  Works, 
Pefences,  Magazines,  Arfenals,  Shipping,  and  naval 
Scores,  you  do  proceed  fqcceffivcly  on  the  ulterior 
Operations  of  this  Expedition,  according  as  any  of 
them  may  be  judged  advifeable,  and  may  be  per- 
formed within  fuch  Time  as  Ihall  be  confiftent  with 
your  Return  with  the  Fleet  under  your  Command,  fo 
as  to  be  in  England  at  or  about,  as  near  as  may  be,  the 
End  of  September^  unlefs  the  Circumftances  of  our 
Ships  and  Forces  (hall  neceffarily  requh-e  their  Return 
fooner ;  and  our  Troops  are  to  be  landed  at  Portf- 
mouthy  or  fuch  other  of  our  Ports  as  the  Exigency  of 
the  Cafe  may  fuggeft, 

4.  Whereas  it  is  neceflary,  that  upon  certain  Oc- 
cafions.  Councils  of  War  fhould  be  held,  we  have 
thought  fit  to  appoint,  and  do  hereby  appoint  fuch  a 
Council,  which  Ihall  confift  of  four  of  our  principal 
Sea-Commanders,  and  of  an  equal  Number  of  our 
principal  Land-OfEcers,  including  the  Commander* 
in  Chief  of  our  Sea  and  Land- Forces  (except  in  Cafes 
happening  at  Land,  relating  to  the  carrying  on  any 
nriiitary  Operations  to  be  performed  by  our  Land- 
Forces  only  \  and  in  like  Manner,  except  in  Cafes 
happening  at  Sea,  with  Regard  to  Operations  to  be 
performed  by  the  Fleet  only)  and  all  fuch  Sea  and 
Land-Officers  arc  hereby  refpc<5lively  direfted,  from 
Time  to  Time,  to  be  aiding  and  aflifting,  with  their 
Advice  as  often  as  they  (hall  be  called  together  by 
you,  or  the  Officer  commanding  our  Land-Forces  for 
that  Purpofe ;  and  in  all  fuch  Councils  of  War  when 
aflembled,  the  Majority  of  Voices  Ihall  determine  the 
]|^efolutions  thereof;  and  in  Cafe  the  Voices  fliall  hap- 
pen to  be  equal,  the  Prefident  fhall  have  the  cafting 

5.  Whereas  the  Succefs  of  this  Expedition  will 
very  much  depend  upon  an  entire  good  Underftand- 
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ing  between  our  Sea  and  Land-OfEeers/  we  do  here- 
by ftridlly  enjoin  and  require  you,  on  your  Part,  to 
maintain  and  cultivate  fuch  a  good  Underftanding 
and  Agreement,  and  to  order  the  Sailors  and  Ma-  • 
lines,  and  alfo  the  Soldiers  ferving  as  Part  of  the 
Complements  of  our  Ships,  to  aflift  our  Land -Forces, 
if  judged  expedient,  by  taking  Poft  on  Shore,  man- 
ning Batteries,  covering  the  Boats,  fecuring  the  fafe 
Rcimbarkation  of  the  Troops,  and  fuch  other  Ser- ' 
vices  at  Land  as  may  be  confident  with  the  Safety  of 
oiir  Fleet ;  as  we  have  inftrufted  our  General  and 
Commander  in  chief  of  our  Forces,  on  his  Part,  to 
entertain  and  cultivate  the  fame  good  Underftanding 
and  Agreement,  and  to  order  that  the  Soldiers  under  - 
his  Command  fhall  man  the  Ships  when  there  fhall 
be  Occafion  for  them,  and  when  they  can  be  Ipared 
from  the  Land-Service ;  and,  in  order  to  eftablifh  the 
ftridteft  Union  that  may  be  between  you  and  our  faid 
General  and  Commander  in  chiefof  our  Land-Forces, » 
you  are  hereby  required  to  communicate  thefe   In- 
ftrudions  to  him,  as  he  is  direded  to  communicate 
thofe  he  has  received  from  us  to  you. 

6.  As  our  Service  may  require  that  yoii,  or  the 
Commander  in  chief  of  our  Land-Forces,  fhould,  on 
particular  Occafions,  difpatch  a  Sloop  or  fmall  Fri- 
gate to  England  with  Intelligence,  you  (hall  always 
take  Care  to  have  with  you  one  or  more  Sloops  or 
fmall  Frigates  for  that  Purpofe. 

7.  You  are  to  tranfmit  conftant  and  particular  Ac- 
counts of  your  Proceedings  to  one  of  our  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  and  to  our  Comjniffioners  for 
executing  the  Office  of  our  High- Admiral  of  Great- 
Britain -^  and  you  fliall  obferve  and  follow  fuch  Or- 
ders and  Inftrudions  as  you  fliall  receive  from  us  under 
our  Sign- Manual,  or  from  one  of  oyr  principal  Se- 
cretaries of  State,  or  from  our  Coijimtflioners  for. 
executing  the  Office  of  our  High- Admiral  of  Great- 
Britain  for  the  Time  being.    ^  G.  R,      ' 

A  true  Copy.    Robert  Wood. 

Numb. 
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Numb.  V.  Cojiy  of  bis  Majefiy^s  fecret  InftrnSions  t§ 
Str  John  Mordaunt,  dated  Aug.  gihy  1757. 

GEORGE  R. 

Secret  InJiruStiom  for  our  truffy  and  WilUbehved  Sir  John  Mor- 
daunt,  Knight  of  the  Bath^  Lieutenant-general  of  our  Foras^ 
fvhom  we  have  appointed  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all 
andfirigular  our  Troops  and  Land-forces^  appointed^  or  to  be 
appointed' for  d  fecret  Expedition^  for  our  Service  ;  or  for  fuch 
other  Officer  J  on  whom  the  command  in  Chief  of  our  fatd  Troops 

■  and  Land-forces  may  devolve.  Given  at  our  Court  at  Ken- 
fington,  the  stb  Day  of  Auguft  1757,  in  the  tbirty-frfi  Yegx 
of  our  Reign, 

HAVING  by  our  CommLfllon,  bearing  Date 
the  third  Day  of  this  Inftant,  appointed  you  to 
be  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  and  Angu- 
lar our  Forces,  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed,  for  a 
fecret  Expedition  -,  for  your  better  Difchargfe  of  the 
great  and  important  Truft  thereby  repofed  in  you, 
we  have  judged  it  proper  to  give  you  the  following 
Inftruftions. 

ill.  You  IhaJl  immediately,  upon  the  Receipt  of 
thefe  our  Inftruftions,  repair  to  the  Ifle  of  Wighty 
where  we  have  appointed  Ships  to  convey  you,  and 
the  Forces  under  your  Command,  to  the  Coafts  of 
France  \  and  fo  foonas  the  faid  Forces  fhall  be  em- 
barked, you  fhall  accordingly  proceed,  without  Lofc 
of  Time,  under  Convoy  of  a  Squadron  of  our  Ships 
of  War,  commanded  by  our  trufty  and  well-beloved 
Sir  Edward  Hawke^  Knight  of  the  Batby  Admiral  of 
the  blue  Squadron  of  our  Fleet,  whom  we  have" ap- 
pointed Commander  in  Chief  of  our  Ships  to  be  em- 
ployed ih  this  Expedition  -,  the  faid  Admiral,  or  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  our  faid  Ships  for  the  Time 
being,  being  inftrufted  to  co-operate  with  you,  and 
to  be  aiding  and  affifting  in  all  fuch  Enterprizes, 
as,  by  thefe  our  Inftruftions,  you  fhall  be  diredled  to 
undertake  for  our  Service. 

2d,  Whereas  we  have  determined^  with  the  Bleff- 
iftg  of  God,  to  profecute  the  juft  War,  in  which  we 
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are  engaged  againft  the  French  King,  with  the  utmoft 
Vigour ;  and  it  being  highly  expedient,  and  of  ur- 
gent Neceflity,  to  make  fome  Expedition, .  that  may 
caufe  a  Diverfion,  and  engage  the  Enemy  to  em- 
ploy in  their  own  Defence,  aconfiderable  Part  of  tfieir 
Forces,  deflined  to  invade  and  c^prefs  the  Liberties 
of  the  Empire,  and  to  fubvert  the  Independency  of 
Europe ;  and,  if  poffible,  to  make  fome  efFedtual  Im- 
preflion  on  the  Enemy,  which,  by  difturbing  and  (bak- 
ing the  Credit  of  their  public  Loans ;  impairing  the 
Strength  and  Refources  of  their  Navy,  as  well  as 
difconcerting,  and,  in  Part,  fruftrating  their  dange- 
rous and  extenfive  Operations  of  War,  may  refleft 
Luftre  on  our  Arms,  and  add  Life  and  Strength  to  the 
common  Caufe ;  and  whereas  we  are  perfuaded,  that 
nothing  in  the  prefent  Situation  of  Affairs  can  fo 
fpeedily  and  effentially  annoy  and  diftrefs  France^  as  a 
fnccefsful  Enterprize  againft  Rochefort ;  our  Will  and 
Pleafure  is.  That  you  do  attempt,  as  far  as  fhall  be 
found  pradbicable,  a  Defcent,  with  the  Forces  under 
your  Command,  on  the  French  Coaft  at  or  jiear 
Rt^chefort^  in  order  to  attack,  if  prafticable,  and  by 
a  vigorous  Impreffion,  force  that  Place ;  and  to  bum 
and  deftroy,  to  the  utmoft  of  your  Power,  all  Docks, 
Magazines,  Arfenals,  and  Shipping, '  that  (hall  be 
found  there,  and  exert  fuch  other  Efforts  as  you  (hall 
judge  moft  proper  for  annoying  the  Enemy. 

3d,  After  the  Attempt  on  Rochefort  (halt  either 
have  fucceeded  or  failed ;  and  in  cafe  the  Circum- 
ftances  of  pur  Forces  and  Fleet  (hall,  with  Profpedt 
ofSuccefs,  ftilladmit  of  further  Operations  ;  you  are 
next  to  confider  Port  UOrient  and  Bourdeaux^  as  the 
moft  important  Objefts  of  our  Arms^,  on  the  Coait 
of  France ;  and  our  Will  and  Pleafure  accordingly. 
is.  That  you  do  proceed,  fucceflively,  to  an  Attempt 
on  both,  or  either  of  thofe  Places,  as  Ihall  be  judged 
practicable  ;  or  on  any  other  Place  that  (hall  be 
thought  moft  advileable,  from  Bourdeaux  homewards 
to  Havre^  in  order  to  carry  and  i^read^  with  as  much 
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Rapidity  as  may  be,  a  warm  Alarm  along  the  mari- 
time Provinces  of  France. 

4th,  In  cafe,  by  the  Blefliog  of  God  upon  our 
Arms,  you  ihall  make  yourfelf  Mailer  of  any  Place 
on  the  Coafl:  of  France^  our  Will  and  Pleafure  is. 
That  you  do  not  keep  Pofleflion  thereof ;  but  that^ 
after  demolifhing  and  deftroying,  as  far  as  may  be,  all 
Works,  Defences,  Magazines,  Arfenals,  Shipping, 
and  naval  Stores,  you  do  proceed,  fucceflively,  on 
the  ulterior  Operations  of  this  Expedition,  according 
as  any  of  them  fhall  be  judged  advifeable,  and  may 
be  performed  within  fuch  Time  as  (hall  be  confiftent 
with  your  Return,  with  the  Troops  under  your  Com- 
mand, fo  as  to  be  in  England  at,  or  about,  as  near 
as  may  be,  the  End  of  September,  unlefs  the  Cir- 
cumftances  of  our  Forces  and  Fleet  fhall  neceflarily 
require  their  Return  fooner ;  and  you  are  to  land  the 
Troops  at  Portfmmih^  6v  fuch  other  of  our  Ports  as 
the  Exigency  of  the  Cafe  may  fuggeft. 

5th,  Whereas  it  is  neceffary,  that  upon  certain  Oc- 
calions,  you  fhould  have  the  Afliftance  of  a  Council 
of  War,  we  have  thought  fit  to  appoint  fuch  a  Coun- 
cil, which  Ihall  confift  of  four  of  our  principal 
Land-officers,  and  of  an  equal  Number  of  our 
principal  Sea-commanders,  including  the  Comman- 
ders in  Chief  of  our  Land  and  Sea-forces,  (except  in 
Cafes  happening  at  Land,  relating  to  the  carrying 
on  any  military  Operations,  to  be  performed  by  our 
Land-forces  only,  in  which  Cafes  you  may  call  a 
Council  of  War,  confifting  of  fuch  Officers  of  our 
Land-forces  as  you  fnall  think  proper)  and  all  fuch 
Land  and  Sea-officers,  in  the  feveral  Cafes  before- 
mentioned,  are  hereby  refpeftively.  diredled,  from 
Time  to  Time,  to  be  aiding  and  affifting  with  their 
Advice,  fo  often  as  they  Ihall  be  called  together  by 
you,  or  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  Squa- 
dron, for  that  Purpofe;  and  in  all  fuch  Councils  of 
War,  when  aflembled,  the  Majority  of  Voices  jfhall 
determine  the  Refolutions  thereof;  and  in  cafe  the 
Voices  Ihall  happen  to  be  equal,  the  Prefident  Ihall 
have  the  cafting  Vote.  •    6th, 
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6th,  And  whereas  the  Succefs  of  this  Expedition 
will  very  much  depend  upon  an  intire  good  Under- 
ilanding  between  our  Land  and  Sea-officers,  we  do 
hereby  ftridly  enjoin  and  require  you,  on  your  Part, 
to  maintain  and  cultivate  fuch  good  Underftanding. 
and  Agreement ;  and  to  order,  that  the  Soldiers  under 
your  Command  fhould  man  the  Ships  where  there 
Ihall  be  Occafion  for  them,  and  when  they '  can  be 
fpared  from  the  Land-fervice ;  as  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  our  Squadron  is  inftrufted,  on  his  Part,  td 
entertain  and  cultivate  the  fame  good  Underftanding 
and  Agreement ;  and  to  order  the  Sailors  and  Marines, 
and  alfo  the  Soldiers,  ferving  as  Part  of  the  Comple- 
ments of  our  Ships,  to  affift  our  Land-forces,  if  judg- 
ed expedient,  by  taking  Poft  on  Shore,  manning  Bat- 
teries, covering  the  Boats,  fecuring  the  fafe  Re- embar- 
kation of  the  Troops,  and  Yuch  other  Services  at. 
Land  as  may  be  confident  with  the  Safety  of  our 
Fleet :  and  in  order  to  eftablifli  the  Ilrideft  Union 
that  may  be  between  you,  and  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  our  Ships,  you  are  hereby  required  to  com- 
municate thefe  Inftrudlions  to  him;  and  he  will  bc[ 
direfted  to  communicate  thofe  he  (hall  receive  to  you/ 

7th,  You  fhall,  from  Time  to  Time,  and  as  you 
(hall  have  Opportunity,  fend  conftant  Accounts  of 
your  Proceedings,  in  the  Execution  of  thefe  our  In- 
ftruft'ons,  to  one  of  our  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
from  whom  you  will  receive  fuch  farther  Orders  and 
Direftions  as  we  may  think  proper  to  give  you. 

G.  R. 

A  true  Copy.    Robert  Wood. 


■toirfta 


Numb.  VI.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Fitt^ 
to  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  dated  Whitehall,  Auguft* 

5f*>  '757- 
Sir, 

IS  E  N  D  you  herewith  the  fecret  Inftruftions,  the« 
King  has  been  pleafed  to  fign  for  your  Guidance 
and  Direftion,  in  the  important  Command  with  which 
}^%  Majefty  has)  honoured  you:    I  have  only  to 
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add  my  moft  fincere  Wifhcs  for  your  Succefs  on  tlili 
OccaJBon,  and  to  affiirc  you,  that  I  am,  £s?r. 

W.Pitt. 

A  true  Copy.    Rotert  Wpod, 

■       «     ■  J        ■■ 

Numb.  yil.  Cor[yofi$  Ift^erfrmMr.  SecrHary  Viti, 
to  Major 'General  Conway,  Major-General  Corn^ 
wallis,  Fice-Mmral  Knowles,  and  Rear-Mmiral 
Brodrkk,  dated  Whitehall,  Auguft  5/ir,  1^57. 
inucatis  mutandis. 

Sir, 

J  HAVE'  the  King's  Commands  to  fend  you  the 

inclofed   fealcd    Packet,   containing  an  attefted 

Copy  of  his  Majefly's  fccret  Inftruftions  to  Sir  7^i&» 

Sir  Edward Hawte.     Mor daunt ^  which  you  are  to  open^ 

in  cafe  the  Command  in  Chief  of 
/2p^-  the  Troops  now  under  that  of  Sir 

Sir  Edward  Hawh.  John  Mor daunt  y  fhould  devolve  up- 
on  you,  in  order  that  you  may  thereby  be  fully  ap- 
prifed  of  the  King's  Pleafure,  and  be  enabled  to  carry 
his  Majefty's  Intentions  into  Execution,  in  which  T  am 
perfuaded  you  will  exert  your  utmoft  Endeavours. 
I  am,  ^c.  W.  Pitt. 

A  true  Copy.     Robert  Wood. 

Numb.  VIII.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edward 
Hawke,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated  on  hoard  the 
Ramilics  /?/  Spithead,  yth  Auguft,  1 757, 

Sir, 

T  Received  your  Letter  of  the  5th  Inftant,  incJofing 
the  fecret  InIttu6tions  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed 
to  fign  for  my  Guidance  and  Direftion  in  the  Com- 
mand with  which  he  has  honoured  me  *•,  I  beg  you  will 
do  me  the  Juftice  to  believe,  that  I  Ihall  exert  myut-^ 
moft  Abilities  for  his  Honour,  and  the  Service  of  ray 
Couiitry.  »  I  am,-  with  t^egreatpft  R^^eft,  Cs?c. 

Ei>^  Hawke. 
AfimcCopy;;    Robert  Wood.      * 

*F  ^     ^      Numb. 
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t  * 

Numb,  IX,  Copy  of  abetter  from  Major-General  Cortif 
wallis,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated  Newport,  IQcr 
of  Wight,  Auguft  6/i&,.i757. 

Sir, 

JAM  juft  now  honoured  with  your  Letter,  with  ail 
inclofed  fealed  Packet,  containing  an  attefted  Copy 
of  his  Majefty's  fecret  InftruAions  to  Sif  John  Mor- 
dauntj  which  I  ftiall  (conformable  to  your  Inftrufti- 
ons)  open,  in  cafe  the  Command  in  Chief  of  the 
Troops  now  under  Sir  John  Mordaunt^  fhould  de- 
volve upon  me,  that  I  may  thereby  be  enabled  ta_ 
carry  his  Majefty*s  Intentions  into  Execution ;  iii^ 
which  I  will  exert  my  utmoft  Endeavours,  with  true 
Zeal  for  his  Majefty's  Service.     lam,  (^c. 

Ed.  CORNWALLIS* 

A  true  Copy.    Robert  Wood. 

Numb.  X.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Fice-jidmiralKnowhs^  • 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  i^/^^  Portfmouth,  Auguft 
6tby  J  757. 

Sir, 

J  TAKE  this  Opportunity  of  acknowledging  the 
, .  Receipt  of  the  Letter  you  honoured  me  with,  con- 
taining an  attefted  Copy  of  his  Majefty's  fecret  In* 
ftrudlions  to  Six  Edward  Hawke^  which  fhall  remain 
inviolable  in  my  Hands,  unlefs  the  Contingency  you  ' 
mention  make  it  needful  to  open  them.     I  am,  i^c. 

Chas.  Knowles. 
A  tnie  Copy.     Robert  Wood. 

"  — ^— ^ 

Numb.  XL  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Rear -Admiral  Bro- 
drick,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,    dated  Portfmouth, 
/  Auguft  6/i&,  1757- 

Sir, 

I.AM  honoured  with  your  Letterof  the5thlnftant, 
with  a  fealed  Copy  of  fecret  Inftrudipns  for  Sir 
Edward  Hawkey  which  (hall  remain  fo,*uniefs'tKe  Ne- 
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Ceflity    of   the  Servi(2e  (hould  require  their  being 
opened^     I  am,  &r.  Thos.  BRookicKi 

A  true  Copy.     Robert  Wood. 

fc— *— >l  ■■■■!■■  ■        11       I  I  1W^— — »Am  —— — »^ 

Numb.  XIL  Copy  of  an  Order  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke,   dated  Augufl: 

By  the  Cwimjptmeri  for  executing  the  Office  of  herd  High  Admi* 
miral  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  &c. 

HAVING  ordered  the  Com  manderi  of  the  King'5 
.Ships  and  Veflels  named  in  the  annexed  Lift, 
to  follow  your  Orders  for  their  farther  Proceedings  : 
you  are  hereby  required  and  dircfted  to  take  under 
your  Command  fuch  fixteen  of  thefe  of  the  Line  asi 
can  fboneft  be  gQt  ready  to  proceed  on  Service,  toge* 
ther  with  the  Frigates  and  firiall  Veflels,  and  ufe  the 
utmoft  Expedition  in  getting  them  manned  and  ready 
1X1  all  Refpeds  for  the  Sea^  in  cafe  you  take  tb6 
Royal  fVilliamy  you  are  to  caufe  Vice- Admiral  Mof- 
tyn*s  Retinue  and  Servants  to  be  removed  into  the 
Royal  jinn  or  Barfieur^  which  ever  of  them  you  fhall 
leave  behind.  And  having  ordered  Vice-AdmJral 
KnowUs^  and  Rear-Admiral  Brodrick^  to  put  them- 
iHves  urkdei"  your  Command ;  you  are  hereby  requii^- 
cd  to  take  them  under  your  Command  accordingly r 
Given,  6ff.  the  5th  of /f»^^,  1757, 

To  Sir  Edward  HawH  Knight '  'AiNsbii. 

'  of  the  B^/i&,  Admiral  of  the  G.  Hav.    * 

Blue.  G.  Elliot. 

J.  Forbes. 

By  Command  of  their  Lordfhips,  5^.  Clevland. 

Lift  of  Ships  and  Veffels^  whofe  Commanders  are  direSied 
to  follow  Sir  Edward  Hawke's  Orders. 


Guns.  Ships. 

100     Royal  George 

Royal  Sovereign 
90     Ramillies 
Neptune 
Royal  Ann 


Guns. 
90 

84 
80 


74 


Ships. 
Namur 

Royal  William 
Barfleur 
Princefs  Amelia 
Magnanime 
F  2  Tor- 


Guis. 


Ships* 


( 


74    Torbay 

Dublin 
70    Burford 
64    Alcide 
€0    America 

Achilles 

Dunkirk 

Medway 
50    Norwich 

«  • 

32     Southampton 


5:*    ) 

Guiu«  SM^« 

2  8    Coventry 

1 8    Connorane 


16 
16 

Fireftiip' 

Bomb 

Cutter 
Bufs 


Efcort 

Pellican 

Pluto 

Proferpinc 

Firedrake 

Infernal 

Hunter 

Canterbury 
Medway 


Numb.  XIIL  Cofr^ 
Admiralty  Uf  Sir 
6,  1757. 


of  an  Order  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Edward  Hawke,    dated  AuguH 


J?j!  the  Comndff9onirsf4ir  extcuting  the  Offict  of  Lord  lEgh^jidmirat 

of  Great  Britain  and  Irelanc[>  &f  • 

T  N  purfoancc  of  his  Majefty's  Pleafure,  fignified  to 
^  us  by  Mr.  P/V/,  one  of  his  Majefty's  principal  Se- 
cretaries of  State,  you  are  hereby  required  and  direfted^ 
in  Addition  to  our  Order  of  Yefterday's  Date,  to  prd* 
cced  with  the  Squadron  put  under  your  Command^ 
and  the  Tranfport-Vcflcls  named  in  the  inclofed  Lift 
(which  arc  ordered  to  join  you  and  follow  your 
Orders)  to  Sfitbeady  where  you  will  receive  his  Ma* 
jefty*s  Fleafure  for  your  future  Conduct  -,  and  you 
arc  ftriftly  to  follow  fuch  Orders  and  Inftru6tions  as 
you  (hall  receive  from  his  Majefty,  or  one  of  his  prin-' 
cipal  Secretaries  of  State.  Given  i^c.  6th  Aug,  ifsj. 

To  the  Hon.  Sir  Edward  Hawkej,  Akson, 

Ad.  of  the  Blue,  Csf^.  at  Porifmoutb.     G.  Ha^y^, 

J.  FORM^. 

By  Commimd  of  their  Loidihips,   J.  Ckvland. 


t    «5    ) 


J  Lift  of 

Maria  Thereia 

Duke  of  Cumberland 

Mill's  Frigaije 

Charles 

Benjamin 

Machia& 

Lark 

R^pea 

Queen  of  Spain. 

Alexander 

Nazareth 

Mary  (2) 

Amity^s  Succeflkm 

Elizabeth  (i) 

j:iizab^h  (ji) 

Neptune 

Good  Intent  (i) 

Froyid^ce  Incieafc 

Royal  Union. 

Reftoratipn 

Maty  ( I ) 

Unity 

James  and  Henrietta 

Duke  of  Cumberland  (2) 

Ru0el 


Tranfporls. 

Friend's  Adventure 

Three  Sifters 

Lion 

Patience 

Gowland 

Good  Intent  (2) 

Freedom 

John  and  Thomas 

Yarmouth 

Thomas  and  Mary 

William  and  Mary 

Violet 

ParnafTus 

Conftantia 

Antelope 

Providence  and  Jane 

Baltimore 

New  PhiUis 

James  and  Mary 

John's  Adventure 

Samuel  and  Robert 

Prince  George 

Prosperous  Amelia 


^umb.  XIV.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  John  Mor- 
daunt  to  Mr.  Secrelary  Pitt,  dated  Ifle  of  Wight, 
Aug.  II.  1757,  ten  at  Night n  , 

Sir, 

BEING  honoured  with  his  Majefty*s  Commands 
to  correfpond  with  you,  I  think  it  jmy  Duty  to 
acquaint  you,  that  on  my  Arrival  here  on  Monday  Isdi^ 
I  was  difapjpointcd  in  finding  none  of  th^  Traniporta 
were  come  round,  and  the  more  fb  in  that  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  hear  any  pofitive  Account  o£ 
diem :  I  have,  however,  employed  this  Interval  in 
giving,  fuch  Orders  as  I  thought  neceflaryi  to  have  the 

F  3  Troop* 
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Troops  here  in  Readinefs  for  their  Embarkation  at  i 
Moment's  Warning.' 

Having,  en  Perufal  of  my  Com^miffion,  fome  Doubt 
how  far  I  am  empowered  to  carry  the  Sentences  of 
Courts-Martial  in  capital  Cafes  into  Excutidn,  during 
my  Abode  within  his  Majefty's  Dominions,  I  fhould 
be  glad,  as  ibon  as  may  be,  to  know  what  is  his 
Majefty's  Intention  on  that  Head,  as  there  are  now 
many  Deferters  with  us  ordered  for  immediate  Trial. 

I  muft  alfo  beg  Leave  to  trouble  you  farther,  on  a 
Matter  which  occurs  to  me  relative  to  the  Service  I 
am  going  upon,  which  is,  that  having,  fince  my  Ar- 
rival here,  converfed  with  Sir  Edward  Hawke^  and 
Vice- Admiral  Knowles^  who  both  feem  of  Opinion, 
that  it  is  poffible,  from  the  Nature' of  the  Navigation 
to  Rochefort^  the  Fleet  may  be  detained  even  in  Sight 
of  the  Coaft  of  France^  for  a  Week  or  ten  Days, 
without  being  able  to  get  into  the  Road,  or  off  the 
Ifle  i'Aix  \  during  which  time  an  Alarm  will  ne- 
ceflarily  be  given  in  thofe  Parts.  This  Cohjun6hire 
and  Situation,  if  it  fhould  happen,  appears  to  mt  fo 
Very  delicate,  and  equally  to  the  other  General  Offi- 
cers on  tlie  Expedition,  who  may  by  ^Accidertt  to  the 
firft  in  Command,  come  to  be  under  the  fame  Diffi- 
culty (the  Succefs  of  our  Undertaking  depending,  as 
I  apprehend,  on  the  Suddennefs  of  its  Execution)  that 
I  fhould  be  glad,  if  it  is  thought  proper,  to  have  a 
Pircdion,  how  I  am  to  aft  in  that  Cafe. 

I  fend  this  by  an  Officer,  who  will '  take  Care  to 
deliver  it  fafcly.     I  am,   &c. 

J.   MORDAUNT, 

A  true  Copy.     Robert  Wood. 


"*""W»«^» 


Numb.  XV.     Copy  of  a   Letter  from  Mr,  Secretary 
Pitt  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  dated  Whitehall,  Aug. 

-.    Sir, 

I  Immediately  laid  your  Letter  of  the  nth  inflant, 
ac  Night,  before  the  King,   and  am  commanded 
by  his^Majefty  to  let  you  know,  That  his  Royal  In- 

tentions 
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MidoM  are,  tbac  you  fhould,  by  virtue  of  your 
Commiffion,  carry  the  Sentences  of  Courts- Martial, 
in  capital  Cafes,  into  Execution,  during  your  Abode 
within  his  Majefty's  Dominions,  fb  long  as  the  Troops 
under  your  Command  fhall  continue  under  their  pre* 
fent  Defiination,  according  to  the  King's  Orders  and 
Inftrudions. 

.  With  regard/ to  thq  fuppofed  Cafe,  as  ftated  in  your 
L.eiter,  -  and  arifing  from  Converfation  had  with  Sir 
Edward  Hawke  and  Vice- Admiral  Knowlesy  namely, 
that  it  is  pofllble  the. Fleet  may  be  detainedin  Sight  of 
the  Coaft  of  France^  for  a  Week  or  ten  Days,  with- 
out being  able  to  get  intp  the  Road  of  Rocbeforty  or 
oiF  the  Ifle  iPAix^  during  which  Time  ah  Alarm  will  . 
ncceflarily  be  given  in  thofe  Part;s  j  in  which  Cafe 
you  expreis  a  Defire,  if  thought  proper,  to  have  a 
particular  Diredtion,  how  to  ad  ;  I  am  commanded 
thereupon  by  the  King,  to  fignify  to  you  his*  Ma- 
jefty's Pleafure,  That  you,  or  fuch  other  Officer,  on 
whona.the  Command  may  devolve,  do,  in  Conformity 
to  the  Latitude  given  by  bis  Majefty's  Inftru6tions, 
judge.of  the  Pradicability  of  the  Service,  on  the  Spot, 
according  as  contingent  Events,  and  particular  Cir- 
comftai)ccs,  may  require  •,  the  King  judging  it  highly 
prejudicial .  to  the  Goqd.of  his  Service  to  give  parti- 
cular Orders  and  Direftions,  with  regard  to  poifible 
contingent  Cafes  that  may  arife. 

1  am,  t^c,  W.  Pitt. 

A  true  Copy.     Robert  Wood* 

Numb.  XVI.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  John  Mor- 
daunt  to-  Mr.  Secretary  fitt,  dated  Head-Quarters^ 
Newport,  Aug.  20.  1757. 

Sir, 

I  Have  the  Honour  of  your  Commands,  dated  An- 
^uft  13th,  and  you  may  depend  upon  it,  that  his 
JM-ajcfty's  Orders  (hall  be  moft  pundlually  obferved, 

Mr.  Thames^  who  has  long  been,  and  now  is,  Agent 
,£ar  the  Tranfborts,  came  here  the  17th  from  Portf- 
mouth :  H?  laid,  he  came  over  on  Purpofe,   from 

F  4  think- 


(hlhki'ftg  i|  his  Duty  to  inform  rtc,  thrTran^rts 
were  not  fufficient  for  the  Number  of  Troops.  .  I 
own  his  Converfation  much  puzzled  me,  as  I  know 
our  Expedition  Ihould  meet  with  no  Delay  on  one 
Hand,  and  that  the  Prefervation  of  the  Soldibr's 
Healths  ought  on  the  other  to  be  thpught  on* .  At 
length  I  recoUeded  two  of  the  CommiflTioners  of  the 
Adftiiraity  were  at  Portfmoutb^  to  whom  I  fent  a 
Letter,  a  Copy  of  which  I  now  endofe  to  ypui 
Though  I  have  fince  heard  nothing  from  the  Comi 
miflionersor  Mr.  Thames j  I  thought  it  my  Duty  to 
mention  this  Circumftance  to  you,  being  informed 
laft  Night,  by  a  letter  from  Sir  Edward  Hawke^  that 
an  Exprefs  is  fent  to  the  Navy-Board  upon  this  Oc- 
tafion. 

The  Troops  are  in  great  Spirits,  and  wait  impa^ 
tiently  fox  the  Tranfports. 

I  am,  6?f.  J.    MORDAUNT. 

A  true  Copy.    Robert  Wood, 

Numb.  XVII.  C&py  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  John  Mdr- 
daunt,  to  Thomas  Orby  Hunter  andGilhttt  Eliott^ 
Efquiresy  dated  Head-Barters  Newport,  Aug.  1 7. 
1757,  endofed  in  Sir  John  MordauntV  Letter  to  Mt^ 
Secretary  Pitt,  of  the  20tb  Aug.  1 757. 

Gentlemen, 

MR.  Tiamesy  Agent  for  the  Tranfports,  has  juft 
been  with  us,  and  fays,  he  thinks  it  his  Duty 
to  mention,  that  the  Tranlports  arc  not  foffident  to 
carry  the  Number  of  Troops.  We  fend  him  with 
this  Letter,  that  he  may  explain  his  Reafons  for  the 
Opinion  he  gives,  and  if  you*  find  them  fatisfaftory, 
we  flatter  ourfelves  feme  Method  may  be  found, 
witht>ut  occaHoning  Delay,  to  redrefs  the  Grieyanoe. 
I  am,  GenUexnen,  &r.        . 

(Signed)  J.  MoKi>AUNt.. 

A  ti^ie  Co{)y.    Rckttt  W66S. 

Numb. 
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Nunb.  XVIII/   Ccpy  ttf  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Se&itmy 
FitXj  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  iiattd  Aug.  23.  1757. 

Sir, 

A  Doubt  having  hctn  ftiarted  by  Mr.  Thames^ 
Agent  for  the  Tranfports  at  Portfmoutbj  whether 
the  Veflfels  ordered  there  will  be  fufficient  for  the 
dumber  of  Troops  ;  I  am  cx)znnianded  16  fignify  do 
you  the  King's  Pleafure,  that  in  cafe  of  any  Exi- 
gemry,  you  do  receive  on  board  the  Men  of  War^ 
fuch  Part  of  the  Tnx>ps  as  may  be  necefliry,  and  can 
be  accommodated  therein  without  Prejudice  to  his 
Majefty's  Ships. 

I  am,  6?f.  W.  Pitt. 

A  itnie  Copy.    Robert  Wood. 

^»*—       Mill!  I     I  II  11      ^■^■^—i— — — ^— i— .^—M ^ 

Kumb.  XIX.     Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Pitt  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  dated 'Aug,  23.  1757* 

Sir, 

I  Have  received  the  Favour  of  your  Letter  of  the 
20th  Inftant,  and  have,  in  confequencc  thereof, 
made  the  neceflary  Enquiries,  with  regard  to  the 
Doubt  ftarted  by  Mr.  TbamtSj  that  the  Tranfports 
ordered  to  Portfmoutb  would  not  be  fufficient  for  the 
Number  of  Troops. 

The  inclofed  Papers,  containing  the  Orders  given 
by  the  Admiralty  on  this  Subjeft,  will,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  give  you  full  Satisfaftibn,  and  remove  any 
•Doubts  of  this  Sort ;  and,  tho*  there  is  the  greateic 
Reafoii  to  imagine  that  a  fufficient  Qiiantity  ofTrant 
pOrt-Veflels  has  been  provided  for  this  Service,  I 
have,  however,  fignified  the  Kir^*s  Pleafure  to  Sir 
,EJward  Hawke  by  this  Night's  Poftj  that  he  fliould, 
in  cafe  of  any  Exigency,  receive  on  board  the  Men 
of  War,  fuch  a  Number  of  the  Troops  as  may  be  ne- 
cefTary,  and  can  be  accommodated  therein,  without 
Prejudice  to  his  Majefty's  Service. 

I  am,  &ff.  W.  PiTT^ 

AtrucCoiy.   Robert  W«od; 

Numk 
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Numb  XX.     Copy  of  a  Letter  from  AiS-ZGlevland  to 
.Sir  Edward  Hawkc,  at,  Fortftnouth,  dated  Admi- 
ralty-Office, Aug.  19.  1757,  enclofed  in  Mr.  5/- 
cretary  Pitt*j  Letter  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt  of  the 
23d  Aug.  1757. 

MY  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the 'Admiralty 
having  been  informed,  that  one  Mr.  Tbamesi 
a  Perfonr  fent  to  Portfmoutb  by  the  Navy- Board  to 
affift  the  Agent  for  Tranfports  in  the  Eijibark- 
ation  of  the  Troops,  hasreprefcnted  to  Sir  John 
Mordaunt^  and  yourfelf,  that  the  Tonnage  for  th? 
Troops  -  is  not  fufficient,  thofe  that  went  to  VOrient 
in  1 746  being  allowed  One  Ton  and  half  to.  each  Man, 
their Lordfhipscommand  me  to  acquaint  you,  .that 
they  are  extremely  furprifed  and  difpleafed  at  the  faid 
Tiames^s  Behaviour,  in  raifing  unneceflary  Difficul- 
ties and  Uneafinefles  5  and,  that  they  may  not  have 
any  iU  Eficft,  their  Lordfliips  dircGt  me  to  acquaint 
you,  that  the  Rate  of  one  Ton  a  Man  is  as  much  as 
has  been  allowed  on  the  like  Services  in  former  Times  j 
that  with  regard  to  the  Troops  fent  to  Port  V Orient^ 
they  had  a  greater  Allowance,  on  account  of  their 
being  originally  defigned  for  Louisbourg^  but  that 
you  maybe  fatisfied  of  the  whole  Tonnage,  I  beg 
Leave  to  refer  you  to  the  Lift  of  all  the  Tranfoorts 
fent  to  you  in  the  Lords'  Order  of  the  6th  Inftant, 
(to  which  the  profperous  Amelia  of  400  Tons  is  to 
be  added)  amounting  to  about  1 2400  Tons,  9^00  of 
which  are  fitted  for  the  Reception  of  the  Troops, 
which  will  probably  be  far  (hortof  8000 ;  wherefore 
their  Lordfhips  recommend  it  to  you  to  endeavour  to 
remove  any  Uneafmefs  that  Mr.  Thame^s  Reprefen- 
tation  may  have  created,  fhey  being  thoroughly  fa- 
tisfied that  no  Inconveniencies  whatever  will  attend 
the  prefent  Allowance ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Service  will  be  attended  with  lefs  Accidents  and -De- 
lays, by  having  fewer  Ships. 

I  am,  (^c.  J.  Clevx.and. 

.  .    A  true  Copy.    Robert  Wcod. 

Numb. 


Numb.  XXL  C&py  iff  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Clevland 
/(?  &r  Edward  Hawke,  dated  Aw^xa^  ^otbj  1757, 
endofed  in  Mr.  Secretary  Viti*s  Letter  to  5/>  Joha 
Mordiaut  of  the  2 ^d  of  A\Jigu%  1757- 

Sir, 

I  Have  communicated  to  my  Lords  Commiffioners 
of  the  Admiralty  your  Letter  of  Ycfterday,  in-  ^ 
forming  their  Lordlhips,  that  upon  a*  Confulratioa 
with  Vice- Admiral  Knowles,  and  the  Diredtor  of  the 
Embarkation,    you  were  unanimoufly  of  Opinion, 
that  at  leaft  four  thoufand  Ton  of  Tranfports  are  ftill 
wanting;  and  am  commanded  by  their Lordfliips  to 
acquaint  you,  that  they  have  Reafon  to  believe  this 
Peribn,  who  the  Navy-Board  have  fent  to  Portftnoutb^ 
is  ignorant  in  what  Manner  the  Tranfports  are  fitted, 
ptherwife  he  could  not  miftake  fo  much  in  his  Calcu- 
lation ;  for  thefe  Ships  have  all  of  them  two  fiufh 
Platforms  between  Decks  for   the  Men  to  lay  their 
Bedding  upon,  by  which  Means  many  more  can  be 
conveniently  flowed  than  in  Cabbins,  the  ufual  Me- 
thod of  fitting  Tranfports  ;  wherefore  the  Lords  arc 
of  Opinion  there  will  be  fufiicient  Room,  agreeable 
to  what  I  writ  you  in  my  Letter  Yefterday ;  however, 
.  to  remove  the  Difficulties  and  Uneafinefs  which  Mr^ 
Thames  has  raifed,  Mr.  Cockbume^  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Navy,  is  fent  to  Portfmouth  with  Direftions  to  do 
every  Thing  poflible,  and  to  furnifh  fuch  other  Ships 
as  Ihall  be  ready,  if  neceflTary. 

I  am,  &c. 

A  true  Copy.    Robert  Wood. 

Numb.  XXIL     Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.^  Clevland 
/^  A4r.  Cockburne,  dated  Auguft  21ft,   1757,  ^^"^ 
'   elofitd  in  Mr.  Secretary  PjttV  Letter  to  Sir  John  Mor- 
.  d^nt  of  the  i^d  of  Auguft,  1757-    . 

Sir, 

IN  anfwer  to  your  Letter  of  Yefterday  to  my  Lord 
j4nfon,  I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commif-' 
fioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  acquaint  you,  that  although 

they 


{  9^  ) 
thef  actpcrfaaded  the  Transports  coming  round  ftom 
tjie'  Rivjcr  to  P&rtfmmth^  are  fufficient  for  the  Troops 
chat  are  to  embark  on  the  prefent  Expedition  ;  yet  to 
prevent  Uneafinefs  or  DiiTatisfa&ion  in  any  Perfons 
whatever,  their  Lordfhips  approve  of  your  adding 
the  five  or  fix  hundred  Ton  or  Shipping  you  men- 
tion to  be  employed  as  you  propofe  :  Alfo.  the  Jafon*s 
being  properly  fitted  to  carry  500  Men,  by  leaving 
behind  her  lower  Tier  of  Guns,  which  their  Lord- 
fhips hope  will  quiet  the  Minds  of  every  one,  without 
the  Addition  of  the  Cbefterfield^  a  Ship  wanted  on  very 
material  Service  •,  however,  (he  will  be  getting  ready ; 
but  their  Lordihips  diredt  me  to  obferveto  you,  that 
nothing  herein-mentioned  is  intended,  if  it  (hall  be 
found  to  delay  the  Tranfports  a  Moment  after  they 
arrive  at  Spitbeady  as  the  Succefs  of  the  whole  depends 
upon  their  failing  with  theutmoft  Expedition;  where- 
fore their  Lordfhips  recommend  it  to  you  to  exert 
yourfelf  in  forwarding  this  Service,  and  Orders  in  Form 
will  be  forwarded,  when  they  meet  To-morrow,  this 
being  fent  to  fave  Time. 

lam,  &c. 

A  true.Copy.     Robert  Wood. 
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Numb.  XXIII.  Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  jl^.  Cockburne 
/^il4r.  Clevland,^^/^i Auguft  23^,  1757,  enclofed  in 
Mr.  Secretary  Pitt*j  Letter  to .  Sir  John  Mordaunt, 
i?//^^23rf<?/Auguft,  1757, 

Sir, 

YbU  will  pleafe  to  acquaint  their  Lord(hips  that 
I  went  over  this  Morning  to  the  IJle  oflVigbt^ 
to  talk  with  Sir  Jobn  Mordaunt  about  the  Tonnage  of 
theTrapfports,  and  found  Sir  Jobnhdd  been  informed 
that  a  Ton  and  a  Half  to  a  Man  was  the  leaft  that 
had  ever  been  allowed  .to  Troops  on  foreign  Voyages, 
or  where  there  was  a  Probability  of  their  continuing 
amv  confiderable  Time  on  board,  which  h^  fccmed  to 
thmk  might  be  the  Cafe  with  thefe,  and  apprehended 
t^ey  would  be  too  much  crowded,  if  confined,  to  one 
Ton.  to  each  Man  only  r  I  explained  to  him  thcMan- 
I  ncr 


(  93  ) 
Iter  in  which  they  were  fitted,  and  told  him  of  theAd* 
dttion  propoied  to  b^  made,  which  feemed  to  fadsf/ 
htm  entirely :  I  alio  propo  ed  to  Sir  John  to  turn  the 
profperous  Amelia  into  a  Fooc-Sbip,  and  to  flow  the 
Faibines,  &r.  in  the  Holds  of  the  Hofpital  Ships^ 
which  he  alfo  approved  on  :  I  have  writ  to  the  Navy^ 
9oard,  and  defired  they  would  fend  an  Express  to 
lieal  (in  cafe  the  Tranfports  are  detained  by  the 
Wind  there)  to  order  her  to  be  fitted  accordingly, 
which  may  be  eafijy  done  even  on  the  Paiiage  herej^ 
by  the  Affiftancc  of  the  Carpenters  of  the  Men  of  War 
that  conie  round  with  them,  if  their  Lordfhips  pleafe. 
to  give  the  Commanding  Officer  Orders  for  that  Pur- 
pofe.  This  Ship  has  only  fourteen  Days  Provjfions  on 
board  for  four  hundred  Men ;  I  propofe  putting  bnljr 
two  hundred  on  board  of  hei-,  that  I  may  by  that 
Means  ftill  refervc  fome  Room  in  her  Hold,  in  cafe 
there  (hould  be  more  Fafcines,  i£c.  than  the  Hofpital 
Ships  will  conveniently  take  in,  and  have  deiired  that 
one  Month's  more  Provifions  for  two  hundred  Men 
may  be  immediately  put  on  board  her,  where  ihe  is  ; 
but  io  cafe  that  is  not  accompliflied  before  Ihe  ar* 
rives  here,  it  (hall  be  ready  to  be  (ent  on  board  from 
hence  on  their  appearing. 

I  have  received  you r*s  of  the  21ft.  by  the  Meflenger^ 
with  their  LordfhipV  Diredtiops,  I  Qiall  immediately 
fit  the  y^j/J/r^  which^  with  the  Tonnage  I  have  got;  here 
and  the  iTenders,  I  think  I  can  venture  to  aflure  their 
Lordfhips  will  remove  all  the  Difficulties  I  found 
here,  without  the  Cbefterfield.  Their Lordlhips  may  de- 
pend on  my  doing  every  Thing  in  my  Power  fo  for* 
ward  this  Service,  and  don*t  qoubt  but  I  fhall  have 
all  m  fuch  Readiriefs  as  not  to  run  the  leaft  Rifque  of 
a  Delay,  when  the  Tranfports  from  the  Eaftward  conrrc 
round.  I  am  difappotnted  in  the  Ships  I  mentioned 
in  my  Letter  laft  Night  to  Lord  Afifm  from  the  M?- 
tber-Bank^  and  alfo  in  one  out  of  this  Harbour ;  but 
^tb  the  Tenders  that  I  am  fitting,  I  fhall  have  enough 
to  quiet  the 'Minds  of  all.  It  blew  fp  excefBvely 
laxd  Yefterday,  that  I  did  not  get  back  from  the-J/fe" 
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rf  W%lh^  bcf6fc.  Tert  at  Night,  which  is  the  Rcifort-: 
I  could  not  difpatch  the  McIIenger  till  this  Mornrng* 

'     I  am,  6ff.  Geo.  CocKBURNE.   • 

•  c 

,  A  true  Copy.    Robert  Wood. 

Numb.  XXIV.    Cofy  of  a  Letter  frdfn  Sir  Edward 
Hawke. /(7  Mr.  iSetretary  Pitty  daf^d Ponfmoath^' 
'  Auguft  25th,  >i 757.  •  •   ^ 

•     Sir,       '  ''   [    • 

I  AM  honoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  23d  Inftant. 
As  a  Number  of  Tranfports  more  have  been  taken, 
up  arthip  Port  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Navy,  and* 
t\itJafon  Ship  of  War  is  fitted  for  the  .Reception  of 
Soldiers ;  t  Kope  there  will  be  no  Occafion  to  put  any 
on  board  the  Ships  of  War,  which  are*  already  fuffi-. 
ciently  Weakened,  by  having  two  Battalions  of  raw  un- 
difcrplined  Men  in  their  Complements  5  but  in  cafe 
the  Tranfports  (hould  not  be  fufficient  for  the  Num- 
ber of  Troops,  I  (hall,  in  Obedience  to  his  Majefty*s 
Commands,  acc^ommodate  the  Remainder  on  board 
the  Men  of  War. 

I  am,' with  the  greateft  Refpedl, ' 

Ed.  Hawke. 

A  true  Copy..  Robert  Wood., 

Numb.  XXV.    Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Pitt  /£?5/r  Edward  Hawke,  andSxv  John  Mordaunt,* 
rf^/ifi  Whitehall,  September  ^tk^  1757,  Four  o'clock 
'  in  the  Afternoon. 

SlR> 

I'^HE  Wind  having  been  fair  for  the  Tranfports 
going  to  Spi^headj  ever  fince  Friday  Morning,  I 
am  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Majefty  expedls,  with 
Impatience,  to  hear  that  the  Troops  are  embarked  5 
but  if,  by  any  Dehy,  the  Embarkation  fhould  not  be 
compleated,  when  this  Letter  reaches  you,  I  am  to  fig- 
nify  to  you  the  King's  Pleafure,  that  the  moft  particu- 
lar Diligence  be  employed  in  getting  the  Troops  on 
board,  and  proceeding  without  the  Lofs  of  a  Mo- 

mcnt 
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ment  to  the  Execution  of  your  Orders  and  InftruftiohSj 
ivith  regard  to  the  Expedition  under  your  Care.  , 
'-  His  Majefty  being  informed  that  ten  Battalions^ 
under  thd  Qrdei's  of  Sir*  yehn  Ligonier,  were  'allconn- 
pleatly  ^M^zrkhdzt  ff^illiamftadf  within  the.eour/eof 
twenty-foor  Hburs,  in  which  they  arrived  at  that 
Place  j  the  King  'cxpe^6ts  to  hear,  by  the  Return  of 

this  Mefienger,   that  the  Fleet 
To  Sir.  JolmJdi^daunt,    under  y^ur   Command  ^itb  the 

^  T  ,  .         ^Q  ggg^  jj^  ^gjjj  ^j^g  Wind  per- 
intts,  agreeable  to  your  Orders  and  Inftrudions. 

To  Sir  EdwardHawke.  Wl  PlTT. 

P.  S.  TheMeflenger  that  parries  this  has  my  Or-^ 
ders^  tp  ilgy  %o  bring>iin  Account  of  the  Fl^et*^ 
Sailing,;.,  .  ,  i  ^       .  ^  , 

•      Atrue09py..*^ol9ertWood.  i  .    ,  .  .  ..! 
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Nunab*  XXJ^^}*.:  fopy  of  .a 'Letter  from  Sir  Edward    ^ 
Hawke;  toi  'J\^^  Secretary  Pitt,  dated  Ramilics  ai 
Spithe^d^  Sei^^cerntier  othp.  17S7'* 

OlR,'  .-Via. 

AT  half  paft  five  this  Morning  I  received,  by;^- 
pre6,^yourlLetterofthe  5^thlriftant,  fignifyihg 
his  Majefty 's'  Direftidns  to  ufc  the  utmott  Diligence  ' 
in  embarking  the  Troops,  and  getting  to  Sea. 

-  As  I  coultf  riot  doubt  of  my  Letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Admiralty,  byExprefs  on  5«Wijy  Morning,  be- 
fng  immediately  communicated  to  you,  I  fhotild  have 
expe6ted,  that'  before  ybur's  was  fent,  his  Majeft/ 
Would  have  been  fully  fatisfied  that  I  heeded  no  Spur 
in  the  Execution  of  his  Orders.  ,/ 

As  the  Wind  was  fair  here  on  Saturday^  I  ordered 
aii  Officer  with  fix  Cutters  out  to  cruize  for  the  Tran- 
fports,  with  pofitive  Diredions  not  to  come  to  at5p//- 
bead^  but  proceed  direftly  to  Cowes.  Soon  after  they 
appeared  in  Sight  on  Sunday  Morning,  I  difpatched  an 
Officer  to  acquaint  Sir  John  Mordaunt^  with  their  Ar- 
rival, 
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fivftli.  that  every  Thing. migjit  be  ready.  A3  thcrr 
was  butrlittlc  Wind  all  Day  on  Sundiyi^  but  few  of 
(hem  reached  C^w^i  chat  Night,  andpronng;^but  little 
Wipd  on  Monday  Mornings  I  fent  Boats  to  tow  th^ 
74/&idown,  with  two  Boats  from  each  Ship  at  Spii^ 
bead^  together  with  all  the  Boats  frpinthe  Dock,  an4 
the  fix/:Qitters  to  af&ft  in  the  E^ibarkation.  On^ 
Brigade  was  embarked  Yefterday,  as  "the  other  will  be 
by.No99  To-day  \  fothat  the.  wboIe.Ticne'  taken lifi 
in  the  •EiEsbarkation,  from  the  Arrival  of  the  Tran-< 
ipoFti  u>  this  Day  at  Noon,  will  not  exceed  twenty- four 
Hours,  tbo'  we  have  pot  the  Adv^ntaec  of  Ja^yr 
Heads,  from  whence  the  Troops  could  ftep  into  the 

TtanfportSi ... 

'  Betide,  Sir,  ^thcy  weradetained  fo '  Icag  in  their 
Paffage  round,  they  were  in  Want  of  ttoliderable 
Quantities  of  Provi fions,  which  to  fave  'Kmc  I  -fent  to 
Cowes  after  them,  while  I  watered,  and  -vi^ualled  the 
Ordnance,  and  Horfe-fhi^s  b^m  i  the .  HorfewA  em- 
barked This  Moiniiig.-  — 

Give  me  Leave  to  acid,  that  the  Mortar  was  to-be 
fhipped  on  board  the<Jft/<Traf  Bomb  Vcfle^  \  Ihe  #iJl  be 
ready  To-night ;  theJMenofWar  whichf  came  round 
with  them,  were  alfo  in  Want  of  Stores  and  fopue  Pro- 
vi(H>nsi     .  •' 

The  SquadrO/i  is  now :  unmooriixg,  apd  I  only  wait 
the  Return  of  the  Tranfports  to  SpUkeady  when  I  /hall 
take  the.fiift  Wind  that  offers  to  gotoSL  HeUkSj  and 
if  it  fhould  prove  favourable  fliali  go  to  Sea  inii^e- 
diately  afttr^ 

*  Be  fo  kindv  Sir,  as  to,  take  the  Trouble  to  aiTure  his; 
M^cfty^  thiai;^  I  ever  feaye,  fa  ^pore  particularly  on. 
thisOocafion,  I  dxaU  /hew  the  greatjeft  Regard  to  bis^ 
Orders,  ..  I  am,  ^c.. 

'  Ed.  Hawke-  .  ^ 

A  tnie  Copy,'  Robert;  Wood. 


.y 
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Nuftib.  XXVlI.    Copy  of  a  Letter  frank  Sir   Johil 
Mordaunc  to  Mr.  Secretary  PitTy  dated  Portfmouclv 
September  6ih,  Nine  at  Night. 

Sir, 

I  Had  this  Morning  the  Honour  of  your's  of  the 
5th  Inftant,  and  can  aflure  you,  that  not  a  Minute'3 
Time  has  been  loft  in  embarking  the  Troops. 

Though  the  firft  of  the  Tranfports  did  not  arrive 
at  Ccwes  'till  Sunday  Evening,  we  began  the  Embark- 
ation at  Day-break  the  next  Morning,  and  continued 
putting  the  Troops  on  board  'till  after  it  was  dark. 
Wchavc  followed  the  fame  Method  To-day,  and  by 
that  Means  I  have  now  the  Pleafure  to  acquaint  you, 
that  i  finiihed  the  Embarkation  of  the  iaft  Regimenc 
at  about  fix  this  Evening. 

I  beg  you  will  do  me  the  Favour,  €0  mention  €0  his 
Majefty,  that  we  were  obliged  to  march  the  Troops 
and  Baggage  five  Miles  to  the  Place  of  Embarkation, 
and  that  we  were  then  forced  to  put  the  Men  in  fmall 
Boats,  in  which  they  were  rowed  above  a  Mile  be- 
fore they  could  embark  in  the  Tranfports ;  whereas  at 
JVilUamJiadt  the  Troops  marched  diredtly  from  the 
Quay  into  the  Tranfports,  without  the  leaft  Poffibi- 
lity  of  a  Delay. 

It  is  both  my  Duty  and  the  Pride  of  my  Heart,  to 
execute  with  the  utmoft  Difpatch  and  Diligence  the 
Orders  his  Majefty  has  honoured  me  with,  and  I  flat-^ 
tcr  myfelf  a  very  ftiort  Time  will  now  (hew  it. 

I  am,  fSc.  J.  MORDAUNT. 

A  true  Copy.    Robert  Wood. 


i^ 


Numb.  XXVIII.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  datedK^tCi\Y\t%  at  St. 
Helens,  September  Sth^  ^757' 

Sir, 

A  Calm  obliged  me  on  I'uefday  to  moor  the  Squa* 
dron  again  ^  Yefterday  at  four  in  the  Morning 
I  began  to  unmoor  again,  and  fent  an  Officer  to  Cowes^ 
to  fee  none  pf  the  Tranfports  were  left  behind.  About 

G  three 
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three  in  the  Afternoon  Igot  to  this  Place,  and  wa$ 
qbliged  to  come  to,  as  they  could  not  get  out,  dis- 
patching Officers,  who  were  all  Night  employed  in 
ordering  them  to  join  me  without  Lofs  of  Time. 

.  Laft  Night  arrived  from  the  Downs,  a  Company 
of  Lord  Effingham's  Regiment,  which  had  been  em- 
barked on  board  the  Norwich  at  Chatham. 

.  The  Tranfports  are  all  come  down,  and  Lam  now 
under  Way,   with  a  nwxierate  Breeze  at  E.  N.H. 
I  am,  £5?^:.  E.  Hawke. 

A  true  Copy.     Robert  Wood. 

Numb.  XXIX.    Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edwafd 
Hawke  to  Mr,  Secretary  Pitt,    dated  Ramilies  at^ 

Sea,  September  lOth,  1757.  "  • 

Sir, 

ON  Thurfday  laft,  after  I  wrote  fo  you,  the  "Winfi 
died  away,  which  obliged  me  to  come  to  again, 
till  half  an  hour  paft  Five  :  then  a  rhoderate  Breeze 
about  W.  N.  W.  fpringing  up,  I  made  the  Signal 
to  weigh,  and  at  Seven  made  Sail  with  all  the 
XranfporEs.  On  Friday  we  had  contrary  Winds  tilt 
Evening,  and  this  Morning  I  was  joined  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Ship  EJjeXy  by  whom  I  fend  this.  We  have 
now  a  frefli  Gale,  with  the  Wind  at  N.N.E.  P(?r/- 
/^W  bears  N.E.    11  Leagues.     I  am,  C^c. 

Eb.  Hawke^ 

A  true  Copy.     Robert  Wood. 

» 

Numb.  XXX.  Copy  of  a  Letter  frerm  Mr.  Secretary 
.Pitt  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Sir  John  Mordaunt^ 
/f27/p^  September  15th,  ^757?  l^y  thtViptr  Sltwp. 

Sir  Edward  iT:iwke,  and  like  Letter,  mutatis  tnutandlsy  to  Sir 
John  Mardamt, 

Sir,  Whitehall,  Sept.  15th,  i757» 

HI  S  .  Majefty,  by  his  fecret  Inftrudlions,  dated 
the  5th  pay  of  Augujl  laft,  havirig  directed 
Troops,  the  Retutn  of  the  Fleet  under  your  Com- 
^,  mand,  together  with  the  Land-  F6rtes  on 

hard,  "  fo  as  be  itt  En^knd  at  or  a^bout,  a^ 

*'  near 
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forcei       "  ^^^^  ^^  "^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^"^  ®^  SeptemheTy  un- 
and  **  ^^'^  ^'^^  Circumftances  of  the  Ships  and 

Ships.  "  Forces  fhall  neccflarily  require  their  Return 
*'  fooner  :**  I  am  now  to  fignify  to  you  the 
King's  Pleafure,  that  you  do  not  confidcr  the  above- 
mentioned  Time,  limited  for  your  Return,  as  in- 
tended, in  any  Manner,  to  affeft  or  interfere  with  the 
full  Execution  of  the  firft  and  principal  Objeft  of  the 
Expedition,  namely,  **  Attempting,  as  far  as  (hall  be 
"  found  pradicable,  a  Defcent  on  the  French'Co^^^ 
at  or  near  Rocbefort^  in  order  to  attack,  if  praAi- 
cable,  and,  by  a  vigorous  Impreffibn,  force  that 
•*  Place  -,  and  to  burn  and  dcftroy,  to  the  utmoft  of 
•*  your  Power,  all  Shipping,  Docks,  Magazines, 
••  and  Arfenals,  that  Ihall  be  found  there,  and  exert 
*•  fuch  other  Efforts  as  (hall  be  judged  moft  proper 
•*  for  annoying  the  Enemy."  And  with  regard  to 
any  other  particular  Attempt,  which,  agreeably  to 
your  Orders,  you  (hall  have  commenced,  and  in  the 
Execution  whereof  you  (hall  be  aftually  engaged,  it 
is  alfo  his  Maje(ly's  Pleafure,  that  you  do  not  de- 
lift  from,  or  break  up  the  fame,  merely  and  folely 
on  account  of  the  Time  limited  for  your  Return  by 
the  Inftruftions  abovementioned,  but  that,  notwith-* 
ftanding  the  fame,  you  do  continue  with  the 
Troops,  Fleets  during  fuch  a  farther  Number  of  Days^ 
as  may  afford  a  competent  Time  for  the 
Completion  of  any  Operation  under  the  above  Cir- 
cumftances :  After  which  you  are  to  take 
Forces,  care  to  return  with  the  Fleet  under  your 
Fleet.  Command,  and  the  Forces  on  boards  in  the 
Manner  dircifted  by  your  former  Inftruc- 
tion^.     I  am,  (^c. 

W.  Pitt. 
A  true  Copy.    Robert  Wood, 


• » 
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Kiimb.  XXXI.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edward 
Ha'wke  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated  RamiJics,  in 
Bafque- Road,  Sept.  30/i>,  1757, 

Sir, 

ABOUT  Seven  o'Clock  in  the  Evening  of  the 
2 2d  Inftant,  as  I  was  Itanding  in  between  the 
Iflands  of  Rbi  aiid  Oleron  for  Bafque-Road^  I  received 
his  Majefty*s  Orders,  fignified  in  your  Letter  of  the 
15th  Inftant  by  the  Fiper.  Having  before  made  the 
Difpofition  for  attacking  the  Ifle  oi  Aix  (a  Step,  in 
the  general  Opinion,  neceffary  for  fecuring  the  land- 
ing of  the  Troops),  at  10  in  the  Morning  of  the  23d, 
the  Vice-Admiral,  by  my  Order,  weighed  with  the 
Tide  of"  Flood,  and  ftood  towards  it  with  his  Divi^ 
fion,  compofed  of  the  Magnanime^  Barjleury  Neptune^ 
1'orbay^  SLud  Royal  H Warn j  Frigates,  Bomb-veflels, 
Firelhips,  and  Cutters,  The  Magnanime  led  :  About 
Twelve  the  Eire  began  from  the  Fort  with  Shells  and 
great  Guns,  and  continued  while  our  Ships  ap* 
proached,  till  about  ten  Minutes  after  One ;  when 
the  Magnanime  brought  up  within  lefs  than  forty  Yards 
of  the  Fort,  where  (he  kept  an  inceflant  Fire  for 
about  thirty-five  Minutes ;  as  did  the  Barfleur^  which 
brought  up,  about  five  Minutes  after  her,  a-breaft  of 
tlxe  Fort.  About  three  Quarters  after  One  the 
Firing  ceafed,  the  Garrilon  having  ftruck  their  Co-? 
lours  and  furrendered.  They  had  in  the  Fort  eight 
Mortars  of  about  14  Inches  Diameter,  and  thirty 
Guns;  fixteen  of  which  were  eighteen,  and  the  Re- 
jnairtder  about  fourteen  Pounders,  The  Magnanime^ 
tho'  damaged  in  her  Rigging,  Yards,  and  Mafts,  yet 
had  only  two  Soldiers  killed,  and  eleven  Men 
wounded.  Of  the  Garrifon,  which  confifted  of  near 
fix  hundred  Seamen  and  Soldiers,  only  dne  was  killed, 
and  fcven  or  eight  wounded. 

On  the  Morning  of  the  23d,  I  obferved  a  French 
Man  of  War,  over  the  Land,  to  the  S.  E.  of  the  Ifle 
of  ///>;  Being  dcfirous  of  deftroying  her,  I  directed 
Capt.  Byron^  of  the  Americay  to  take  with  him  the 

Jcbilks 
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Achilles  and  Plulo  Firefliips,  and,  as  icon  as  the  Red 
Divifion  Ihould  begin  to  batter,  go  and  dcftroy  her. 
But  the  French  flung  their  Guns  overboard,  cut  jtheir 
Cables,  and  othcrwife  lightening  her,  run  up  the 
Charente.  It  is  faid  (he  was  the  Prudeni  of  74  ouns, 
bound  for  Louisbourg. 

It  having  been  thought  neceflary,  in  order  to  fecure 
a  fafe  Landing  for  the  Troops,  to  found  and  recon- 
noitre the  Shore  of  the  Main,  as  foon  as  the  Fort  had 
furrendered,  I  direfted  Rear- Admiral  Brodrick^  with 
Captains  Denisy  Douglas^  and  Biukky  to  perform  that 
Service,  and  make  their  Report  to  me.  It  was  the 
Afternoon  of  the  24th  before  they  returned:  A  Copy 
of  that  Report  accompanies  this.  After  maturely 
confidering  it^  I  was  of  Opinion  they  might  land;  oh 
which  Sir  John  Mordaunt  defired  a  Council  of  W^r 
might  be  affembled  to  confidei'  of  it.  There  it  wais 
granted  by  every  body,  that  the  Landing  could  be 
effcc5ted.  In.  Confidence  of  their  Judgment,  and 
Knowledge  of  their  own  Profeffion,  we  aficnted  to 
their  Reaions  for  not  proceeding  to  attempt  taking 
Rochefort  by  Efcalade.  A  Copy  of  the  Refult  of  that 
Council  of  War  is  here  inciofed.  He  defired  a  fecond, 
which  was  aflembled  early  on  the  Morning  of  the 
28th :  Herewith  I  fend  you  the  Rcfuk  of  it.  Imme- 
diately the  Difpofition  was  made  for  the  Landing, 
under  the  DireAion  of  Rear- Admiral  Brodri^^  and 
all  the  Captains  of  the  Squadron.  Part  of  the  Troops 
were  aftually  in  the  Boats,  when  I  received  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  Brodricky  a  Copy  whereof  I  herewith 
tranfmit. 

Laft  Night  I  applied  to  him,  to  know  whether  the 
General  Officers  of  the  Land  Forces  had  any  farther 
military  Pperations  topropofe,  that  I  might  not  il^n- 
neceffarily  detain  the  Squadron  here.  This  Morning 
I  received  Sir  John^s  Anfwer,  a  Copy  of  which  is 
here  inciofed.  It  was  the  daily  Expectation  of  their 
.  undertaking  fomething,  which  induced  me  to  ilay  here 
fo  long.  As  I  have  now  got  their  final  Refolution,  | 
ihall  fail  for  England  To-morrow  Mojning. 

G  3  Thoujgh, 
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Though,  before  I  came  here,  this  Place  was  reprc- 
fcnted  as  very  difficult  of  Accefs,  and  fo  narrow  that 
Ships  could  not  lye  in  Safety  from  the  Forts,  nay,  the 
Pilots  made  many  Baulks  before  we  came  in ;  yet  I 
find  it  a  fate  fpacious  Road,  in  which  all  the  Navy  of 
£nglandj  Merchant-fhips  included,  may  ride  without. 
the  leaft  Annoyance  -,  and  that  a  Squadron  may,  at 
any  time,  by  laying  here,  prevent  any  Armament 
from  Rochefort^  and  ruin  all  the  Fr^^^i^  Trade  toRhej 
Oleron^  or  the  Continent,  within  thefe  Iflands* 

I  beg  Leave  to  aflure  you,  Sir,  I  have  difcharged 
my  Duty  to  my  King  and  Country  with  Fidelity, 
Diligence,  and  Integrity,  and  wilh  more  could  have 
been  done  for  the  Good  of  the  Service. 

The  Pilot  of  the  Magnanime  has  behaved  like  a 
Man  of  Bravery  and  Skill,  and  as  fuch  I  beg  Leave 
to  recommend  nim  to  you. 

I  am,  l^c. 

Ed.  Hawkj, 

A  true  Copy.    Robert  Wood. 

Numb.  XXXir.     Copy  of  a  Report  made  to  Sir  Edward 

•^  Hawke  on  board  /^^  Ramifies,  Sept.  24//^,  1757* 

by  Rear^Admird  Brodrick,   and  others^  inclofed  in 

Sir  Edward  Hawke'j  Letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt, 

of  the  ^otb  September,  1757. 

In  Purfuance  of  an  Order  from  Sir  Edward  Hawke^ 
Knight  of  the  Bath,  Admiral  of  the  Blue  Squa- 
dron of  his  Majefty's  Fleet,  i^c.  dated  the  23d 
Sept.  1757, 

TTyTE  the  underwritten   went  and    founded   the 
VV     French  Shore  from  Rochelle  to  Fort  Fouras^ 
and  find  as  follows  : 

From  the  fouth  Point  of  the  Entrance  of  Roch'elle 
(on  which  Point  there  are  2  7  Guns  i^Cinted  on  Bar- 
bctt)  to  the  Point  of  the  Angohn,  we  fiwi  it  a  rocfcy 

f  Snore, 
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Shore,  and  fteep  Clifts,  with  Shoals  near  two  Miles 
off:  From  Angolin  to  Chatiliallony  wc  find^  fair  hard 
fandy  Beech,  with  a  Flat  lying  off  near  two  Miles, 
having  but  three  Fathom  at  high  Water  at  that  Dif- 
tance,  but  clear  Ground  \  along  which  Beech  are  Sand* 
hills,  about  fifty  Yards  from  the  Top  of  high  Water : 
On  the  Point  of  Cbatiliallon  are  two  Guns  on  Barbett, 
which  can  no  ways  anxioy  the  landing  of  the  Troops 
in  the  Bays  of  either  Side  of  it;  and  off  which  Point 
runs  a  Riff  of  Rocks  weft  two  Miles,  which  are  dry 
at  low  Wa.ter ;  and  round  the  faid  Point,  about  half 
a  Mile  to  the  Eaftward,  there  is  a  fmall  fandy  Bay^ 
near  half  a  Mile  long;  and  the  Land  over  the  faid 
Bay  rifes  with  an  eafy  Afcent,  about  a  Quarter  of  a  . 
Mile,  to  a  Church  or  Convent,  with  a  few  Houfes 
near  it.  From  the  fandy  Bay,  along  to  a  fquare  Fort 
■on  the  fouth  Part  of  the  Bay,  lies  a  long  flat  Mud, 
which  is  dry  near  two  Miles  at  low  Water. 

It  is  our  general  Opinion,  the  Tranfports  cannot 
come  nearer  to  either  of*  the  forefaid  Bays  (in  order  to 
land  Troops)  than  a  Mile  and  a  half,  as  we  found 
three  Fathoms  only  at  that  Diftance  at  high  Water. 

The  fquare  Fort  oil  the  fouth  Side  of  the  Bay,  we 
could  only  fee  two  Sides  of:  The  Face  to  the  North- 
weft  had  nine  Embrazures,  and  that  tx>  the  North-eaft 
#ply  two. 

Given  under  pur  Hands  on  board  his  Majefty^s 
ShipRatailies  in  Bajque-Road,  this  2/^  Sept.  iJSJ* 

Tho.  Brodrick, 
James  Douglas^ 
Pet.  Denis, 
Matt.  Buc&le. 

AtraeCopy.   ^oJwrtWoQ^. 


G  4  Nmnt- 
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Numb.  XXXIII. .  Cofy  of  a  Council  of  War  held  ou 
board  the  Neptune,  Sept,  25/A,  '^JSJj  inclofsd  in 
Sir  Edward  Hawke'j  Letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt  of 
the '^oth  St^itmh.  1757;  the  fame  as  the  Original 
delivered  by  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  foon  after  bis  Ar- 
rival^ to  Mr.  Secretary  Y\xx. 

At  a  Council  of  War  held  on  board  his  Majeftfs  Ship  Neptune, 
at  Anchor  off  the  JJle  of  fiixx^  Sept.  25,  1757. 

PRESENT, 

Sir  Edward  Hawhj  Knight  of  the  Bath,  Admiral  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majefly's  Ships  em- 
ployed in  the  prefcnt  Expedition. 

Sir  John  Mordaunt^  Knight  of  the  Bath,  Lieutenant- 
General  of  his  Majefty*s  Forces,  and  General  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Troops  on  the  prefei^t 
Expedition. 

Charles  Knowlesj  Efq;  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Red. 

The  Right  Hon.  Major- General  Henry  Seymour  Conway  ^ 

Tbomaj  Brodrick^  Eliq;  Rear- Admiral  of  the  White. 

Hon.  MyoT'Gtntral  Edward  Cornwallis. 

Captain  George  Bridges  Rodney ^ 

Colonel  George  Howard. 

TH  E  Fortifications  and  Ifland  of  yiix^  belonging 
to  the  French  King,  having  furrendered  to  his 
Majefty's  Arms,  the  Council  proceeded  to  take  into 

'  Confideration  the  farther  Steps  proper  to  be  taken, 
in  Execution  of  his  Majefty's  fecret  Inftruftions  to 
Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Sir  John  Mordauntj  Com- 
manders in  Chief  of  his  Majefty's  Forces  on  the  pre- 
feht  Expedition  j  and  the  firft  Objeft  being  to  deter- 
mine, whether  a  proper  Place  could  be  found  for  land- 
ing the  Troops,  Sir  Edward  Hawke  produced  a  Re- 
port by  Rear- Admiral  Brodrick^  and  the  .Captains 
D^uglaSy  DeniSy  and  Buckle,  whom  he  had  fen t  to 
found  and  reconnoitre  the  Coaft,  from  La  Rochelle  to 

'  the  Point  of  Fouras,  near  the  Embouchure  of  the 
River  Charente^  which  Report,  is  hereunto  annexed. 

The 
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The  Council  having  taken  the  faid  Report  into- 
Confideration,  and  examined  the  Pilots,  it  appears 
that  there  are  but  two  Landing-places ;  and  that  the 
Troops  could  not  be  reimbarked  from  either  of  them 
in  bad  Weather,  the  Swell  of  the  Sea  making  fo  great 
a  Surf  on  tht  Shore,  that  no  Boats  would  be  able  to 
approach  it  to  take  the  Troops  off;  (the  ableft  Pilot 
having  informed  the  Council,  that  he  had  been  at 
Anchor  feven  Weeks  in  this  Road,  and  not  a  Boat 
been  able  to  pafs  or  repafs.)  And  it  likewife  appears 
to  the  Council,  that  in  cafe  the  Troops  Ihould  be 
overpowered  by  fuperior  Numbers  of  the  Enemy,  they 
could  have  no  Proteftion  from  the  Cannon  of  the 
Fleet,  the  flioal  Water  preventing  their  coming  within 
Gun-lhot. 

The  Probability  of  Succefs  in  the  Attempt  againft 
Rocbefort^  in  cafe  the  Landing  was  efFefted,  being 
then  taken  into  Confideration,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Clarke^  chief  Engineer,  was  called  in ;  and  being 
aflced  his  Opinion,  declared,  That  when  he  faw  the 
Place  in  the  Year  1754,  he  thought  no  Place  was 
more  capable  of  being  taken  by  Alfault;  what  Alte- 
ration may  have  been  made  in  the  Place  fince,  he  has 
not  Sufficient  Information  to  judge :  That  he  does  not 
imagine  any  regular  Attack  was  intended  againft  that ' 
or  any  other  Place,  the  fmall  Quantity  of  Artillery 
we  have  not  being  fent  on  that  Plan.  Being  alked, 
if  the  Ditch  were  flowed  with  Water,  whether  he 
piould  then  think  it  prafticable  to  take  the  Place  by 
Efcalade,  faid,  he  thought  not;  but  that  when  he 
faw  the  Ditch,  it  did  not  appear  to  hihi  capable?  of 
being  flowed. 

Monfi  de  Bonneville^  Volunteer,  being  afked  what 
htV.nt:^  of  Rocbef or t J  faid,  that  he  was  there  about 
nine  Years  ago ;  that  the  Ramparts  were  of  Earth, 
and  that  there  are  Sluices  there,  by  which  they*  can 
flow  the  Ditch,  and  that  it  was  full  of  Water  all  round 
when  he  was  there. 

The  Pilot  of  tht  Neptune  being  called  in,  faid,  that 
be  had  been  very  frequently  at  Rochefort  5    that  he 

com  > 
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commanded  a  fmall  Veflcl  there  many  Years ;  tlijit 
they  have  Sluices  near  the  Hofpital,  by  which  they 
can  fill  the  Ditch  with  Water ;  that  they  raife  them 
fometimes  to  cleanfe  the  Ditch,  and  that  he  has  feen 
Water  in  it  quite  round  the  Town. 

The  Informations  of  fome  French  Prifoners  were 
then  produced,  confirming  the  fame ;  as  alio,  that 
they  had  been  working  on  the  Fortifications  there  for 
fome  time  paft.  ' 

The  Intelligence  received  from  feveral  neutral  Vef- 
fels,  fpoke  with  on  the  Paffage,  was  alfo  produced, 
declaring,  that  tht  French  had  been  for  fome  time  in 
Expeftation  of  a  Defcent  from  the  Engli/h  ia  thofe 
Parts :  All  which  being  taken  into  Confidcration,  to- 
gether with  the  long  Detention  of  the  Troops  in  the 
Ifle  offFighi,  and  our  meeting  with  contrary  Winds, 
Fogs,  and  Calms,  upon  our  PafTage  •,  the  icveral  In- 
formations received  of  Troops  affembled  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood, and  the  great  Improbability  of  finding  the 
Place  unprovided,  or  of  fiarprifing  it,  or  conlequently 
fucceeding  in  an  Enterprize  founded  on  the  Plan  of 
an  Affauk  or  Efcalade  merely,  and  the  Uncertainty 
of  a  fecure  Retreat  for  the  Troops,  if  Iandec| ;  the 
Council  are  unanimously  of  Opinion,  that  fuch  an 
Attempt  is  neither  advifable  nor  pradicable. 

Edward  Hawke, 
j,  mordaunt, 
Charles  Knowles, 
H.  Seymour  Conway, 
Thomas  Brodrick, 
Edward  Cornwallis, 
G.  B.  Rodney, 
G.  Howard. 


A  true  Copy.  Robert  Wood. 


Ylumb. 
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Kumb.  XXXIV.  Copy  of  a  Council  of  War  held  on 
'  board  the  Ramilies,  Sept.  28/i,  '^757'i  i^clofed  in 
&'r  Edward  -HawkeV  Letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt, 
of  ^^^  30^^  Sept.  1757;  the  fame  as  the  Original 
delivered  by  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  foon  after  bis  Ar- 
rival  J  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt. 

At  a  Council  of  War  held  on  hoard  his  Majejlys  Ship  Ramilies, 
in  Bafque-Road,  this  iSth  Sept.  1757. 

PRESENT,     \ 

Sir  Edward  Hawke,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  Admiral  and 
Commander  in  Chiet  of  his  Majefty's  Ships  em- 
ployed  on  the  prefent  Expedition. 

Sir  John  Mordaunt y  Knight  of  the  Bath,  Lieutenant- 
Gencral  of-  his  Majefty's  Forces,  and  Commander 
inXhief  of  the  Troops  employed  on  the  prelcnt 
Expedition. 

Charles  Knowlesj  Efcj;  Vice- Admiral  of  the  Red. 

The  Right  Hon.  Major-General  Hefiry  Seymour  Conway. 

Thomas  Brodricky  Efq;  Rear- Admiral  of  the  White, 

Hon.  Msjov-Gcntrdl  Edward  Comwallis. 

Captain  George  Bridges  Rodney. 

•  Colonel  George  Howard. 

TH  E  Council  of  War  being  aflcmbled,  at  the 
Dcfire  of  Sir  John  Mordaunt ^  proceeded  to  take 
under  Confideration,  whether  it  is  advifable  to  land 
the  Tfoops,  to  attack  the  Forts  leading  to  and  upon 
the  Mouth  of  the  River  Charente^  and  after  mature 
Deliberation  are  unanimoutly  of  Opinion,  that  it  is 
advifable  to  land  the  Troops  for  that  Purpofe,  with 
all  poffible  Dii^atch. 

*Ed.  Hawke, 
J.  Mordaunt, 
Ch\A.  Knowlbs, 
H.  SfiYiiouROmwA^, 
Tho.  Brodrick, 
Ep.  Corkwallis, 
A  true  Copy.  :Robcrt  Wood,     G«o.  Br  idgxs  Rodn^t, 

G,  Howard. 
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agreed  U  would  be  fix  Hours  before  that  Body  of 
Troops  could  be  fupported  by  the  Landing  of  a  ft- 
cond  £mban*kation^ :  Add  to  this,  ^  that  the  Ships 
could  not  come  near  enough  to  help  to  cover  the 
Lauding,  and  the  Garrifon  of  Rscbellevias  within  two 
Leagues. 

Under  thefe  Circumftances,  and  the  ftrong  Repre- 
ientation  of  the  Sea-Officers,  the  General  Officers 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  fend  the  Troops  back  again  to 
their  Tranfports. 

The  Wind  being  fair,  and  the  Works  near  blown 
up,  I  had  next  Morning  a  Note  from  Sir  Edward 
Hawkej  letting  me  know,  that  if  thp  General  Officers 
had  no  further  military  Operations  to  propofe,  con- 
fiderable  enough  to  authorife  his  detaining  the  Squa- 
dron longer  here,  he  intended  to  proceed  with  it  to 
'England^  without  Lofs.  of  Time.     I  communicated 
this  Note  to  the  Land-Officers  that  compofed  our 
Councils  of  War ;  and,  upon  weighing  every  Cir- 
cumftance,  we  all  agreed  to  return  to  England. 
.    I  greatly  grieve  that  I  muj3:  report  to  his  Majefty, 
that  fo  fine  a  Body  of  Troops  has  done  nothing.  But 
I  am  not  confcious  that  any  commanding  Officer 
(however  more  able  than  myfelf )  could  have  done 
mor^  under  our  Circumftances.     I  am,  ^c. 

J.    MORDAUNT. 

A  true  Copy.    Robert  Wood., 
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fiirc,  into  his  Majcfty's  Orders,  in  regard  to  theTirtltf 
o^  our  returning  to  England* 

We  took  l^ffie  de  Aix  on  the  23d  ;  and  as  Sir  Ed- 
wdrd  Hawke  wilt  fend  a  particular  Account  of  the 
AflfBit-,  I  (hall  trouble  you  with  very  few  Words  on 
that  Head. 

When  Vice- Admiral  Knowks  was  fent  with  his  Di- 
vifion  to  attack  the  Fort,  I  fent  Major-General  Con- 
way with  the  BuffS'i  Bentinck*%^  and  the  King^s  R^gi* 
nnents,  to  be  ready  to  land,  whenever  the  Admiral 
thought  it  might  be  of  any  Ufe.^ 

The  Fort  did  not  hold  out  above  half  an  HoUr 
after  Capt.  flowe  had  given  his  firft  BrOadfidc,  which 
he  did  not  do  till  he  was  within  fifty  Yards  df  4t. 

1  am  quite  unhappy  that  the  great  national  Objcft, 
the  taking  of  Rocbefort^  was  not  at  this  Period  prac- 
ticable ;  and  what  adds  to  my  Unhappinefs  is,  that 
the  King  fo  ftrongly  ordered  it.  But  when-  his  Ma* 
jefty  reads  the  particular  Events  and  Circumftances, 
which-  arc  ftriftly  ftated  in  the  Council  of  War,  I 
flatter  myfelf  he  will  not  be  diflatisfied  with  our  Pro- 
ceedings. 

Whilft  the  Fortifications  of  the  Fort  on  the  TJle 
d^Ahc  were  blowing  up,  we  thought  it  right  to  make 
fome  iV^tempt,  and  agreed  on  Landing  and  Attack^- 
ing  the  Forts  leading  to  and  upon  the  River  Cha^ 
rente.  Orders  were  accordingly  given  on  the  28th, 
for  our  landing  the  fame  Night  with  the  whole  Army. 
At  One  in  the  Morning,  Rear-Admiral  Broderickj 
with  mod  of  the  Captains,  and  all  the  Sea-Officers 
of  every  Kind,  with  all  the  Boats  that  could  be  got, 
were  ready  to  affift,  and  moft  of  the  Troops  for  the 
firll  Embarkation  were  on  board ;  unfortunately, 
fuch  a  high  Wind  fprung  up  from  the  Shore,  that 
all  the  Sea-Officers  gave  their  Opinion  that  the  Land- 
ing fhould  not  be  attempted :  That  the  Boats  mud 
be  to^ed  fo  very  flowly ;  the  Tranfport  Boats,  by 
Reports  to  tne,  could  not  fome  of  them  make  any 
Way  at  all ;  That  it  would  be  Day-light  before  the 
firft  Embarkation  could  pofllbly  be  landed  ;  and  all 

agreed 


there  was  no  Ditch,  when  he  faw  it  three  Years  ago  r 
That  it  had  twenty-four  Pieces  of  Cannon,  mounted 
towards  the  Sea,  and  Embrazures  for  Guns  towards 
the  Land  :  That  Fort  la  Pointe  is  like  FcuraSy  cir* 
cular,  and^has  twenty-two  Pieces  of  Cannon  ;  on  the 
£aft  Side,  towards  the  Land,  it  has  a  Wall  like  that 
of  Four  as  :  That  the  Landing  in  the  Bay  of  Chate- 
laillon  is  the  beft  Landing  of  any  Place  here ;  and 
that  when  landed,  and  you  get  upon  the  Rocbefort 
Road,  it  is  a  fine  open  Country  :  *'  That  on  Friday 
•'  Morning  of  the  23d  Inftant,  he  was  in  Fort  Fou^ 
•*  ras\  that  there  was  but  twenty-two  or  twenty-four 
•'  Guns  in  it,  and  not  above  fifty  Men  of  all  Kinds : 
*'  That  there  are  much  about  the  fame  Number  of 
*'  Guns  iQ  Fort  la  Pointe ;  and  that  both  Forts  are 
•'  inclofed  by  a  Wall,  in  much  the  fame  manner  to- 
*'  wards  the  Land." 

The  Council  having  maturely  confidered  the  Evi- 
dence, Sir  John  Mordaunt  declared  he  was  of  Opinion, 
that  fomething  further  fhould  be  attempted,  and  thac 
he  would  give  his  Orders  accordingly  that  Moment, 
if  any,  meaning  the  General  Officers  of  the  Troops, 
would  fay  it  was  advifcable. — Vice-Admiral  Knowles 
declared  he  had  received  great  Light  from  the  Perfons 
examined,  and  therefore  thought  fomething  ought  to 
be  attempted. 

Major-General  Conway  declared  for  the  Attempt, 
merely  from  his  own  Opinion,  without  Regard  to 
the  Evidences. 

Sir  Edward  Hawke^  appealing  to  every  Member  of 
the  Council  for  the  Truth  of  what  he  faid,  declared, 
that  he  was  now  of  the  fame  Opinion,  which  he  had 
given  both  before  and  at  the  Council  of  War  of  the 
25th,  that  the  Landing  could  be  eflTefted  :  That  the 
Troops  ought  to  be  landed  for  fome  farther  Attenipt, 
which  was  alone  Matter  of  Confidcration  with  the 
General  Officers  of  the  Troops,  he,  not  taking  upon 
him  to  be  a  Judge  of  Land  Operations,  but  would,* 
from  his  Confidence  in  their  Abilities  and  Skill  in 
thetr-  own  ProfeiTion,  readily  afienc  to  any  RcfQlurion 

they 
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they  (hottid  come  to,  and  aflift  them  to  the  utmoft  of 
his  Power.  This  being  fettled,  after  fome  Debate, 
Sir  John  Mordaunt^  Vice-Admiral  Knowles^  Rear- 
Admiral  Brodrick^  and  Captain  Rodney^  withdrew. 

The  Council  of  Wkr  being  re-affembled,  and  the 
Queftion  put. 

Whether  it  is  advifeable  to  land  the  Troops,  to 
attack  the  Forts  leading  to  and  upon  the  Mouth 
of  the  River  Cbarente  ? 


YES. 
Col.  George  Howard^ 
Capt.  Geo.  Bridges  Rodney ^ 
Rear- Admiral  Brodrick^ 
l^ight  Hon.  Hen.  Seymour 

Conway y 
Vice-Admiral  Knowles^ 
Sir  John  Mdrdaunt^ 
Sir  Edward  Hawkoj 

A  true  Copy.     Robert  Wood: 


NO. 
Hon.  Major-General  Ed- 
ward Cornwallis ;    but 
afterwards     acquiefted 
with  the  Majority. 


Numb.  XXXIX!  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  John 
Mordaunt  to  Mr.  Secretary-  Pitt,  dated  Ramilics, 
0<a.4,  1757. 

Sir, 

I  Have  the  Honour  to  inform  you,  that  we  are  now 
got  into  the  Channel ;  and,  as  it  is  doubtful  how 
long  we  may  be  before  we  reach  Portfmouthy  as  the 
Wind  now  ftands,  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  trouble  you 
with  this  Exprefs. 

I  muft  beg  the  Favour  to  know  his  Majefty's  Orders 
in  Regard  to  the  Deftination  and  Quartering  of  the 
Troops.  I  muft  alfo  defire  Orders,  whether  I  am 
to  ftay  at  Portfmouth  till  the  Troops  have  all  marched 
out  of  that  Town,  or,  whether  upon  Landing,  I  am 
immediately  to  come  to  London^  and  make  my  Re- 
port to  his  Majefty,  and  leave  the  Difembarking  and 
Marching  ^of  the  Regiments  to  the  two  Major-Gc- 
ncrals, 

H  As 
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As  the  R!cfo1ution  to  fail  iot  Ettglani^  said  the  Dif* 
patch  of  the  Exprcfs  to  you,  were  of  the  6tne  Day» 
I  flatter  myfdf  you  will  make  Allowances  for  the 
Hurry  I  was  ra;  and  exciWe  the  Inaccuracies  in  the 
tiCtter  I  had  the  Honour  to  fend  to  you,  dated  the 
30th  of  September  ;  in  looking  over  the  Ccpy  of  it,  I 
ice  I  have  ndt  'ftatfed,  iA  a  cl^ar  Ligh,t»  the  Article 
relating  to  the  Gentlemen  oi  the  Sea  Service^  and  I 
think  it  my  Duty  to  explain,  th^t  after  Qur  talking 
over  the  Aifair  together,  it  was  the  General  Officers 
laying  it  would  be  -neceflary  to  land  before  Day,,  that 
occafioned  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Sea  Service  to  advife 
againft  the  attempting  it  that  Morning, 

I  cannot  help  repeating  my  Concern  that  the  Af- 
fair oi'Rochefort  did  not  fucceed,  and  I  Ihall  be  doubly 
unhap[)y,  if,  upon  reading  the  Council  of  War,  you 
do  not  think  we  aded  right.     I  am,  6?r. 

J.    MoiDAUNT. 

A  true  Copy,     Robert  Wood. . 

Numb.  XL.     Copy  of  a  Leiler  from  Sir  John  Mor*- 
daunt  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated  Portlinouth,  Odt* 

6.  1757- 
Sir, 

J  Think  it  my  Duty  to  inform  you,  by  my  Aid  de 
Camp,  that  the  FJeet  came  to  an  Anchor  this  Even- 
ing at  St.  iafe/^« V,  and  Jthat  moiGt  of  the  Transports  arc 
already  got  to  Spithead. 

As  it  will  be  of  the  greateft  Advantage  to  th^ 
Troops  to  difembark  foon  ^  and  as  I  am  doubtful 
whether  or.  not  the  Letter  I  had  the  Honour  to  fend 
you,,  by  a  Ship  ordered  to  Plymouth^  to  be  forwarded 
by  Exprefs,  can  have  fo  foon  come  to  your  Hands, 
I  think  it  my  Duty  to  fend  you  a  Duplicate  of  it. 

I  mull  keep  the  Troops  on  board,  till  I  receive 
his  Majefty's  further  Comnpand^  j  and  am,  6fr, 

J.  Mqrbaunt, 

A  true  Copy.    Robert  Wood. 

Numb. 


Nunhb;  XLI.     G$fy  df  a  Litur  from  A*-..  Secretary 
Pitt  to  5i>  EdwM^  Hawlce,  dated  0<ft;  7, 1 757. 

Srk, 

YEfterd^  Morning  I  received  the  Favour  of  your 
Letter  of  the  30th  paft,  iv'hich  was  immediately 
laid  before  the  Kfng ;  and  having  this  Day  had  an  Ac- 
count  from  Sir  John  Mordaunt^  that  the  Troops  are 
"zxnvtA'  zt'Pin'ffmouib^  I  am  ootnmanded  to  fignify  to 
you  his  Majefty*s  Pleafure,  that  you  do  give  imme- 
diate Orders  for  Difembarking  at  S§uthampton  the  five 
following  Battalions,  viz.  the  Earl  of  Hime^s^  Lord 
George  Bentinck\  firft  Battalion  of  Lieutenant-Gcneral 
mife\  firft  Battalion  of  Colonel  King/ley\  and  firft 
Battalion  of  Colonel  H<fwurd\  5  and  that  the  five  other 
Battalions;  'yfer  the  Earl  of  Loudoun\  Colonel  Am- 
berft^^^  Colonel  Hodgfot^s^  Colonel  BrudeneVs^  and  the 
lirft  Battalion  of  Major-Gpneral  €ornwallis\  be  dif- 
cmbarked  al  Portfmoutb.  With  Regard  to  the  two 
Battalions  of  Lieutenant-General  Stuarfs  and  Earl  of 
E§u^bMm\  which  have  ferved  on  hoard  the  Fleet,  it 
is  the  King's  Pleafore^  th^t  they  be  difembarked  at 
P^tfmoutb  or  Cbafbam^  according  as  the  Men  of  War 
may  be  ordered  to  either  of  thole  Places.    I  am,  &c. 

W.  Pitt. 
A  true  Copy.    Robert  Wood. 

Numb,  XLIL  Copy  of  a  LHier  from  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt 
Xg-iitr  John  Mordaunt^  dated  Q&.y^  ^75J' 
Sik, 

YEfterday  Morning  I  received  the  Favour  of  your 
Letter  of  the  30th  paft,  and  this  Morning  that 
dated  the  4th  Inftant,  in  the  Channel ;  and,  at  One 
o'clock  this  Afternoon,  I  wis  alfo  favoured  with  one 
of  the  6th  InAant,  by  your  Aid  de  Camp,  from  Portf- 
motitb:  All  which  wieis  immediately  laid  before  the 
King.  And  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  that  bis  Majefty 
is  pleafed  to  iM^aiit  you  to  return  to  London  imme- 
diately, in  order  to  make  a  Report  of  your  Proceed- 
ings, leaving  uPortfmoutb  one  pf  the  Major-Generals, 

to 


r'\ 
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to  fuperintend  the  Difembarkation  of  the  Troops ;  and 
the  King  is  plcafed  to  leave  it  to  you  to  appoint,  which 
of  the  two  Major-Generals  you  fhall  judge  moft  pro- 
per for  that  Service  j  the  other  being  at  Liberty  to  re- 
turn to  London  with  you,     I  am,  &c.     W,  Pitt, 

p.  S.  I  fend  you  inclofed  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  I  have 
wrote  to  Sir  Edmard  Hawke^  by  which  you  will 
fee  the  Orders  his  Majefty  has  thought  proper  to 
give  him  for  difembarldng  the  Troops.  You 
will  acquaint  the  Major-General,  whom  you 
fliall  leave  to  fuperintend  the  Difembarkation, 
that  he  may  return  to  London^  as  foon  as  that  Ser-> 
vice  Ihall  be  completecf. 
A  true  Copy.     Robert  Wood. 

Numb.  XLIII.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  i^/^^Ramilies  ^/Spit- 
head,  Odl.S,  1757,  i  P.  M. 

Sir, 
T  Have  the  Honour  of  your  Letter  'of  Yefterday's 
Date,  fignifying  his  Majefty's  Orders  for  the  Dif- 
embarkation of  the  Troops.  As  I  have  Permiffion 
to  come  to  London^  I  have  directed  Vice- Admiral 
Kncwles  to  put  thefe  Orders  in  Execution  as  foon  as 
the  Weather  will  permit,  it  blowing  very  hard  atprc- 
fent.     I  am,  (^c.  Ed.  Hawke. 

A  true  Copy.    Robert  Wood. 


I  1 1. 


Numb.  XLIV.     Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  John  Mor- 
daunt  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated  Portfmouth,  Oft. 

S  I  R, 

T  Had  this  Morning  the  Honour  of  your  Letter  5 
and,  in  confec^uence  of  it,  (hall  fet  out  for  Londof$ 
To-morrow  Morning  early,  and  propofe  myfelf  the 
Plcafure  of  paying  my  Refpeds  to  you  on  Monday 
Morning.     I  am,  6?^.  J.  Mordaunt. 

A  true  Copy.  Robert  Wood. 
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CANDID 


REFLECTIONS 


O  N    T  H  E 


Report  of  the  General  Officers,  &c. 


S  I  R, 

AFTER  your  having  all  along  ex- 
prefled  fo  great  a  curiofity  for  know- 
ing what  pafled  here,  with  refpedt  to 
the  confequences  of  the  failure  of  our  expe- 
dition, I  cannot  be  furprifed  that,  on  re- 
ceiving the  Enquiry  thereon,  publiflied  by  • 
authority,  you  fhould  defire  to  have  fome 
further  explanations,  to  clear  up  what  may 
be  ftill  left  obfcure,  or  whereon  to  ground 
your  conjeftures  of  any  ulterior  proce- 
dure therein.  Willing  as  I  am  to  oblige, 
and  at  the  fame  time  not  to  deceive  you, 
I  can  only  aflure  you,  that  you  may  de- 
pend on  nothing  but  the  moft  exa6t  truth 
in  any  Communication  of  mine,  fo  far  as  I 

B  am 
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am  capable  of  attaining  or  comprehending 
it-  No  falfhood  of  fadt  or  inference  witt 
you  find,  that  may  be  a  reproach  to  my  pro- 
feffion  of  candor,  however  it  may  be  one  to 
my  judgment  or  information  ^  for  neither  of 
which  I  can  pretend  to  anfwer. 

I  need  not  tell  you  with  what  eagernefs 
and  fatisfadion  the  public  received  his  ma- 
jefty's  moft  gracious  declaration  of  his  in- 
tentions, that  a  faithful  enquiry  ftiould  be 
made  into  the  caufes  of  the  failure  of  an 
expedition,  prepared  with  fo  much  oftenta- 
tfon  of  force,  whilft  its  deftination  was  kept 
fo  profound  a  fecret,  and  on  which  the  per- 
haps overr-raifed  expeftation  of  many  feemed 
to  reft  the  very  iflue  of  the  war. 

But  though  the  fpecific  place  on  which 
the  ft'orm  was  defigned  to  burft  was  not 
known,  at  leaft  to  the  public  here ;  yet  it 
was  long  enough  beforehand  pretty  clear, 
from  many  indications,  that  whatever  it  was,, 
it  muft  lie  on  the  weftern  coaft  of  France, 
from  Calais  to  Bayonne  inclufively.  This 
foreknowledge  then,  would  doubtlefs  induce 
the  French  to  give  orders  for  guarding,  in 
the  beft  manner  that  could  be,  the  whole 
extent  of  the  threatened  country,  and  each 
particular  place  of  it  liable  to  infult,  in  a 
ItfTer  or  greater  degree,  according  to  the 
apprehenfions  reafonable  to  be  refpeftively 
entertained  for  it. 

To 
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To  fay  the  truth,  Rochefort,  the  very 
place  which,  fpom  its  fituation,  fecmed  the 
leaft  to  invite  an  attack,  was  confequently 
the  moft  neglected  by  the  French  in  their 
plan  of  defence,  and  therefore  bid  the  fair- 
eft  for  fuccefs  againft  it,  in  cafe  of  its  being 
practicable  to  penetrate  with  a  body  of 
troops,  fo  far  as  to  get  before  it  3  whilft  the 
difperfion  of  their  forces,  ftationed  either  in 
the  places  judged  more  obvious  to  infult, 
or  within  reach  to  fuccour  them,  fliould 
give  our's  the  fairer  play  for  carrying  it  by 
furprize.  Confidering  however  its  import- 
ance, efpecially  in  point  of  its  being  one  of 
the  principal  ports  of  equipment,  implying 
in  qourfe  its  containing  docks,  ftores,  arfc- 
nals,  and  fhipping,  the  deftroying  of  which 
would  be  cutting  the  very  finews  of  their 
marine- force,  which  muft  make.it  the  more 
a  national  objedt  for  us  to  attempt ;  it  can- 
not, reconcileably  to  common  fenfe,  be 
imagined  they  would  intirely  leave  it  out  of 
their  general  plan  of  defence.  They  might 
not  indeed  do  all  that  would  have  been  done 
to  put  it  into  a  condition  of  not  fearing  an 
infult,  if  they  had  feared  one ;  but  they  un- 
doubtedly made  fome  difpofitions  againft  a 
contingency,  which  if  not  probable,  was  not 
however  impoflible  J  or,  no  doubt,  thegre^t 
wifdom  of  our  government  would  not  have 
pitched  upon  it  for  its  objeft. 

B  2  Befides, 
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Befides,  that  in  all  enterprizcs,  e^ecially 
meant  for  bold  ones,  all  the  objedlions, 
•which  it  is  fo  right  to  weigh  and  confider, 
are,  for  all  that,  not  to  be  flighted,  on  fuffi- 
cient  motives  to  out-balance  them;  amongfl: 
which  not  the  leaft  is  that  axiom  of  marfhal 
Turenne's  in  war,  That  one  is  not  always  ta 
fuppofe  an  enemy  will  do  all  that  he  might 
do.  The  point  is  to  weigh  refolutions  ma- 
turely ',  but  when  taken,  to  execute  them 
with  conftancy  and  intrepidity.  Whether 
then  the  expedition,  now  under  confidera- 
lion,  was  defeftive  in  the  projeftion  or  in  the 
execution,  flood  the  matter  of  a  fair  enquiry. 
But  as  the  decifion  on  the  execution,  by  fuch 
an  enquiry,  naturally  and  ultimately  in- 
cludes the  judgment  to  be  formed  on  the 
projection  of  the  enterprize,  the  failure  of 
it  was  not  without  propriety,  made  by  his 
majefty's  orders,  fpecifically  the  objedl  of 
examination. 

But  before  I  take  notice  to  you  of  the  re-* 
port  of  the  commiflioners  on  that  enquiry, 
I  fhall  obferve  to  you  the  ftate  of  the  public 
opinion  on  the  difgraceful  return  of  fo  pow- 
erful an  armament,  without  eiFefting  any 
thing  anfwerable  to  the  hopes  or  defigns  of 
its  outfet. 

The  greater  part  of  the  nation,  with  the 
beft  of  meanings  to  its  honour  and  intereft, 
in  the  heat  of  its  refentment  for  difappointed 

e?cpe6ka-^ 
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cxpecStations,  took  the  readied  objeds  to 
vent  it  on,  the  commanders  on  this  unfuc- 
cefsful  expedition.  Another  part,  and  by  far 
the  leaft  numerous  one.  though  equally 
well-meaning,  remounted  higher,  to  the 
plan  of  projedtion  itfclf ;  and  doing  juftice  to 
the  goodnefsof  its  intentions,  doubted  at  leaft 
of  there  having  been  fufficient  grounds  of 
knowledge  or  information  to  have  warranted 
the  undertaking. 

Some,  merely  guided  by  private  attach- 
pients,  or  prejudices  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
je<5tors,  or  at  leaft  of  the  principal  promoter 
of  this  attempt,  extolled  it  to  the  fkies,  ad- 
mired tlie  aftivity  of  the  new  m — n — r, 
that  made  fo  glorious  a  contraft  for  him  to 
the  paft  indolence  and  inadion  of  his  pre-* 
deceftbrs ;  not  without  throwing  out  fhrewd 
bints  of  the  envy  of  fome  who  had  oppofed 
bis  rife  to  power,  having  been  carried  to 
fuch  treafonable  lengths,  as  fecretly  to  have 
thwarted  and  countermined  his  operations. 
On  the  other  hand,  others,  perhaps  in- 
fluenced by  confiderations  of  the  like  private 
nature,  by  pique,  prejudice,  or  even  that 
envy  of  which  they  were  accufed,  treated, 
or  aflfedted  to  treat,  the  whole  plan  as  chi- 
merical, crude,  and  indigefted,  both  in  the 
projection  and  appointment  of  the  execution, 
from  which  no  better  nor  other  fuccefs  could 
be  expedled  than  what  befel  it;  that  the 

whole 
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whole  of  it  was  the  fchcme  of  a  man,  who 
wanted  to  value  himfelf  upon  what  he  did 
not  underftandj  and  rather  than  do  nothing, 
with  which  he  had  fo  often  reproached  others, 
would  do  foriiething  that,  he  could  have  no 
juft  reafon  to  imagine,  would  not  be  infinitely 
worfe  than  nothing.  For  which  of  thefe  two 
opinions  was  the  leaft  unjuft,  I  not  only  refer 
you  to  the  facfls  and  teftimonials  that  appear  in 
the  courfe  of  the  enquiry,  but  to  that  know- 
ledge of  the  local  pofition  of  things,  where 
the  attack  was  levelled,  which  you  either 
have,  or  may  fo  eafily  come  at. 

It  is  alfb  not  unworthy  of  remark  to  you, 
and  what  you  will  eafily  believe,  that  the 
loudeft  declaimers  againft  the  commanders  of 
the  expedition  on  their  return,  for  their  ten- 
dernefs  to  their  perfons,  their  declining  of 
danger,  and  the  timidity  of  their  councils, 
were  to  be  found  precifely  among  the  rankeft 
cowards,  or  at  leaft  the  moft  reafonably  to  be 
fufpeded  fuch.  You  might  have  heard  in  cof- 
fee-houfes,  public  aflemblies,  not  excluding 
the  higheft,  perfons  who  had  never  feen  the 
face  of  danger,  nor  moft  probably  ever  defir- 
ed  to  fee  it,  the  fierceft  in  the  condemnation 
of  the  gentlemen  employed;  ridiculous  and 
contemptible  however  as  this  divifion  of  judges 
may  be,  they  are  always' too  numerous,  and 
ferve  to  fill  the  cry.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  moft  truly  brave   and  noble,  who   ever 

judge 
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judge  the  beft,  were  not  afliamed  to  own, 
they  thought  the  non-proteftation  and  con-^ 
currence   of  a    Hawke,  a   Knowles,  and   a 
Broderick,  (to  fay  nothing  of  the  military  of-* 
ficers,  as  being  with  equally  unattainted  chi-- 
rafters  more  perfonally  however  concerned) 
were  a  great  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  refo- 
lution  of  returning,  on  taking  it  for  granted, 
that  nothing  could  be  done. 
.    I  fhall  here  fay  nothing  to  you  of  thofe  over- 
refined  politicians,  who  pretend  to  difcover  in 
the  combination  of  conjundlures,  a  tender- 
nefs  for  H — n — r,  or  at  leaft  a  connexion 
with  the  convention  of  Stade,  which  might 
either  occafion  an  armament  to  be  fent  out, 
by  way    of  aniufement,    on   an   enterprife, 
where  it  was  fore-known  nothing  could  be 
done  that  might  too  much  exafperate  France 

to  reprifals  on  H r,  or  an  intimation  to 

be  properly  given,  that  nothing  being  done, 
would  not  be  the  moft  difpleafing  thing  ima- 
ginable. Such  conjedures,  however  counte- 
nanced by  the  iifne  itfelf,  or  by  fortuitous 
circumftances,  cannot  be  penetrated,  at  leaft 
by  the  public  -,  and,  without  proof,  it  is  moft 
certainly  not  only  unfair,  but  even  treafonable 
to  iniinuate  them. 

In  one  point  however  all  ranks  of  people 
united,  and  that  was  a  general  difTatisfadion, 
at  this  enterprife  having  either  been  fo  weakly 
projefted,  as  not  to  fuffer  even  attempt  to  ex- 
ecute 
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ecutc  It,  or  at  the  defect  of  the  execution  it^ 
felf :  it  is  plain  the  fault  lay  fome where,  and  it 
was  natural  to  wifti  the  afcertainment  of,  where 
the  blame  was  to  be  in)puted  for  a  mifcarrl- 
age,  which,  not  to  niention  the  intereftsof" 
the  nation,  affeded  by  the  great  charge  to 
which  it  was  put  on  this  occaiicHi,  gave  in 
the  eyes  of  our  enemies,  and  indeed  of  all 
all  Europe ;  a  kind  of  ridicule  to  our  arms 
and  councils,  to  which,  moft  certainly,  there 
before  needed  no  addition. 

The  city,  wbofe  power  of  example  has 
fuch  an  influence  over  the  other  towns  and 
corporations  of  the  kingdom,  was  beginning 
the  motion,  for  an  enquiry,  which  would 
probably  have  been  univerfally  followed.  But 
to  this,  a  ftop  was  put  by  an  extraordinary,' but 
moft  gracious  preventive  meilage  of  aflurancc 
from  the  throne,  delivered  by  a  kind  of  fub- 
fecretary,  importing,  that  there  was  no  occa- 
fion  for  its  being  addrefled  for  fuch  a  meafure, 
which  was  already  determined,  without  tlie 
trouble  of  fuch  an  application. 

Many  were  charmed  with  this  unufual  ftrain 
of  condefcenfion,  in  the  court's  being  pleafcd 
to  take  notice  of  what  was  tranfadbg  in  a 
city-afTembly,  and  even  preventing  thofe  de- 
fires,  the  formal  expreffion  of  which,  would . 
probably  have  been  the  refult  of  its  delibera- 
tion. Some  indeed,  thought  the  ftep  rather 
irregular,  and  that  fuch  an  interference   in 
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matters  only  under  confideration,  could  not 
on  any  pretext  whatever,  be  either  acceptable, 
or  ftriaiy  conformable  to  privilege.  But, 
waving  that  queflion  as  foreign  to  my  prefent 
purpofe,  I  fhall  go  on  to  obferve,  that  the 
promifed  enquiry  was  fet  on  foot,  in  manner 
and  form  as  you  will  have  feen  by  the  account 
publifhed  by  authority. 

You  will  naturally  too  have  concluded,  that 
the  three  great  perfonages  appointed  for  the 
examination  of  fo  important  a  matter,  on  fo 
folemn  an  occafion,  as  giving  the  nation  at 
lead  a  preparatory  fatisfadlion,  were  fuch  as 
were  at  the  head  of  the  military  profefllon, 
confummated  in  the  art  of  war,  and  had  feen 
a  great  deal  of  fervice,  or  at  leaft  enough  of  it 
to  give  abundant  weight  to  their  decifion.  In 
fo  concluding,  you  will  have  been  in  the  right : 
to  none  is  it  unknown,  how  much  they  were 
fo.  . 

Yet,  however  authoritatively,  beyond  dif- 
pute  warranted  this  board  of  enquiry  was, 
as  no  accufation  was  formed,  no  charge  laid ; 
the  commander  of  the  expedition,  whom  the 
enquiry  principally  afFcfted,  thought  himfelf 
at  liberty  to  call  it,  ^^  A  proceeding  not  quite 
**  common"'  (Enq.  p.  59.)  To  fay  the 
truth,  I  am  not  lawyer,  or  verfed  enough 
in  the  courfe  of  practice  on  the  like  occafions, 
to  determine  whether  he  was  in  the  right  or 
wrong  for  making  fuch  an  objcftion.     Nei- 
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ther  do  I  pretend  to  give  a  proper  name  to  the 
procedure  founded  upon  the  royal  warrant : 
it  has  indeed  the  air  of  a  military  inquefl:^ 
proceeded  upon  by  a  grand-jury  of  general 
officers.  But  even  before  a  grand-jury,  there 
muft  be  a  bill,  with  fpecification  of  the  party 
charged,  found  for  a  return  of  Ignoramus  or 
Billa-vera  y  and  furely  a  trial  it  could  lefs  be 
-called,  as  there  was  neither  arraignment  of 
party,  nor  fentence,  nor  any  thing  but  a  bare 
opinion  paft,  which  has  nothing  of  judicial  in 
it,  however  greariy  inftrudive  it  may  be  j  of 
which  more  hereafrer. 

Should,  however,  the  refult  of  this  enquiry 
operate  in  the  nature  of  a  billa  vera  of  a  grand- 
jury,  without  the  formality  of  a  particular 
charge  having  been  included  in  it ;  certain  it 
is,  that  though  the  commander  of  the  expe- 
dition ought  to,  and  probably  does  wifh  for  no- 
thing fo  ardently,  as  a  regular  trial  proceeding 
upon  the  foundation  of  the  report ;  he  will, 
however,  be  under  this  difadvantage,  that  he 
will  have  had  twice  to  anfwer  one  and  the 
fame  matter  :  and,  that  his  defence  will  have 
been  ftaled  by  fuch  a  pre- examination. 

Now,  I  doubt  not,  Sir,  but  you  will  have 
perufed  the  Enquiry  with  all  that  candor  and 
impartiality  which  alone  can  give  you  a  right 
to  judge  of  it  J  and  it  is  in  that  confidence 
purely  that  I  offer  you  fuch  remarks  as  have 
occurred  to  me  on  it. 

It 
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It  cannot  in  the  firft  place  have  efcaped  you, 
that  all  the  officers  of  land  or  fea,  whether 
witnefles  or  within  the  contingency  of  being 
parties  either  to  a  future  charge,  or  to  the 
blan:ie  only,  unanimoufly  agreed  on  fupport- 
ing  the  e3rpediency  of  returning  without  fur- 
ther attempt.  Not  one  of  them  give  fo  much 
as  the  leaft  reafon  to  imagine  there  could  have 
been  any  thing  done  againft  Rochefort,circum- 
ftanced  asthings  were, except  indeed  fomething 
of  a  tendency  to  fuch  an  infinuation  may  be 
gathered  (vom  the  examination  of  colonel  W—^ 
CI  —  on  whom  it  was  more  immediately  a 
perfonal  incumbence,  to  fupport  the  honor 
which  the  information  he  had  given  in  of 
the  ftate  of  Rochefort  at  the  time  he  faw  it, 
that  is  to  fay,  three  years  before  the  expedi- 
tion took  place,  had  met  with,  in  that  the  re- 
folution  of  having  that  place  attacked  feems 
to  have  been  principally  founded  upon  it. 

But  before  I  enter  upon  a  difcuffion  of  the 
motives  for  or  againft  attempting  a  defccnt,  it 
may  not  be  fuperfluous  to  ftate  to  you  fome 
material  differences  between  the  accounts 
given  in  or  believed  here,  and  thofe  which 
were  circulated  in  Holland  and  other  neutral 
parts  of  the  continent. 

You  will  fee,  efpecially  (Enq.  p.  69.)  in  the 
Memorial  of  the  acftual  force  of  France  by 
land,  &c,  the  fum  of  it's  regular  troops  to  be 
under    two  hundred  thoufand :    and   there 
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fcems  at  leaft  to  be  fome  exaftnefs  in  the  cal- 
culation, as  well  as  in  the  account  of  their 
deftination,  I  am  far  then  from  calling  the 
truth  of  this  account  in  queftion;  but  fb 
much  is  certain,  thar  the  French  king  is  more 
generally  judged  to  have  upwards  of  three 
hundred  thoufand  regulars  in  pay :  and  if  this 
laft  ftate  of  his  force  is  exagerated,  at  leaft, 
it  is  very  eafy  to  Know  whether  it  is  fo  or  not. 
The  military  lifts  are,  in  France,  open  enough 
to  examination,  not  to  make  it  inexcufable  the 
taking  any  falfe  meafures  by  any  mifreprefen- 
tation  of  them. 

As  to  the  militia,  and  efpecially  the  guar- 
decotes,  as  they  are  called,  ftationed  along 
the  weftern  coaft  from  Calais  to  Bayonne 
inclufive.  You  may  have  known  it  currently 
received  here,  that  there  were  not  above  thirty 
thoufand  men  fprcad  along  that  vaft  extent  of 
country,  which  muft  but  thinly  indeed  line 
the  coaft  of  it.  Whereas  it  is  much  more 
near  to  probability,  if  not  to  truth,  what  not 
alone  the  French  themfelves  give  out,  but 
what  many  others  acquainted  with  the  ftate 
of  that  country  aver,  that  there  are  above  one 
hundred  thoufand  militia  men  kept  up  in  con- 
ftant  training,  and  have  been  fo  ever  fince  the 
year  1686,  now  about  feventy-one  years,  fpe- 
cifically  along  the  weftern  coaft.  The  reafons 
(00  for  keeping  up  fuch  a  militia  are  obvious ; 

being 
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being  defigned  not  only  as  an  occafional  guard 
againft  any  invafion,  but  as  a  jiurfery  of  foldiers 
ever  ready  to  recruit  their  armies  3  the  draughts 
for  which  fervice  arc  immediately  replaced  by 
the  generalities,  according  to  a  fettled  repar- 
tition, which  is  feverely  obferved. 

I  have  the  more  infifted  on  this  article  of 
the  militia,  becaufc  it  fcems  contradicted  by  a 
paragraph  in  colonel  CI — 's  letter  (Enq.  p. 
67  )  in  which  are  the  following  very  remarka- 
ble words. 

'^  By  the  expedition  to  Port  L'Orient  in 
"  1746,  it  appeared  to  me,  that  the  country- 
*'  people  in  arms  are  very  little  ifetter  than  our 
'^  own;  and  that  an  officer  viho pojejfes  himfelf, 
**  might  march  fafely  from  one  end  of  a  pro- 
vince to  another,  with  only  five  companies 
*of  grenadiers,  where  there  are  no  regular 
troops.  They  imagine  at  firfl,  that  they 
**  can  fight,  and  their  intentions  are  good,  till 
"  it  comes  to  the  point,  when  every  body 
*^  gives  way  almoft  before  the  firing  of  a  pla- 
"  toon/* 

Now,  whether  that  gendeman  means  by 
country-people  in  arms,  only  a  fudden  colledli- 
tious  rabble  of  peafants,  or  the  militia  of  the 
country,  I  cannot  poffibly  think  them  in  either 
of  thefe  conftrudtions  even  fo  good  as  ours. 
In  bravery  I  am  fure,  the  common  country- 
people  of  England  are,  at  leaft,  equal  to  the 
fame  clafs  amongfl:  the  French,  and  in  bodily 
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ftrength  greatly  their  fuperiors  5  and  difciplinc 
is  here  out  of  the  queftion :  (o  that  I  grant 
him  towards  his   argument  for  placing  the 
Fredch  in  a  defpicable  light,  even  more  than 
he  aiks.     Nor  am  I  in  the  leaft  in  this  partial 
to  my  own  countrymen  :  and  furely  no  Eng*. 
lifh  officer  can  with  a  very  good  grace,  fup- 
pofe  his  countrymen,  efpecially  the  irregulars 
of  it,  inferior  to  the  French  ones 3  if  he  but 
recollects,  that  our  regulars  have  within  thcfe 
few  years  ftood  in  no  very  advantageous  light 
of  comparifon    with   our  irregulars,    either 
within  the  precind:s  of  this  ifland,  or  in  Ame- 
rica.    The  naming  of  Port  L'Orient  feems- 
too  a  little  mifplaced  ;  for  I  do  not  remember 
that  we  made  a  very  capital  figure  in  that  fame 
expedition  of  ours  againft  it  in  1746.     I  do 
not  know  what  proofs  of  cowardice,  on  com- 
ing to  the  point,  the  French  country -people  in 
arms  then  fhewed  ;  but  this  I  know,  our  re- 
gulars gave  incontcftible  ones  of  their  expe-^ 
dition  at  getting  on  board   their  {hips  again. 
There  were  fcurvy  reports  at  that  time  propa- 
gated j  of  their' having  taken  rather  too  fudden 
a  panic;  but  may  be  they  were  falfe  cues 
raifed  by 'the  French;  though  never  fufficiently 
contradifted  here 

.  As  the  above  quoted  paragraph,  however, 
tended  to  corroborate  the  recommendation  of 
an  attempt  to  furprife  Rochcfort,  by  fliewing 
there  was  no  material  oppofition  to  be  feared 

from 


I    ^7    ] 

from  the  militia,  or  the  country  people  in  arms] 
you  will  not  think  it  befide  the  purpole,  my 
having  given  you  the  contradidory  idea  others 
have  entertained  of  that  point,  I  do  not  pre- 
ter^d  CO  fay  which  is  the  trueft ;  but  I  dare 
fwear  you  will  not  hefitate  upon  pronouncing 
which  is  the  moft  probable. 

Bat  granting  that  the  militia  was  no  fuch 
invincible  obftacle  to  fuch  a  fine  body  of  regu- 
lar troops,  on  the  fuppofing  thefe  landed,  and 
on  their  march  towards  Rochefort;  and 
that  it  would  not  have  flood  a  brufli  at  their 
approach,  how  many  eflentials  remained  to 
be  indifpenfibly  confidered  ?  which  never 
were  fo,  becaufe  they  were  not  even  known, 
before  Rochefort  could  be,  with  any  fhadow 
of  reafon,  prefumed  poffible  to  be  carried  by  a 
coup-de-main^  if  I  underftand  that  cxpreflion 
right. 

Definitions,  it  is  faid,  in  law  are  dangerous  ; 
but  in  common  fenfe  I  am  fure,  they  are  abfo- 
lutely  necefiary.  I  prefume  then,  a  cmp-de- 
main  is  a  French  term  ;  for  what  in  plain  Eng- 
lifli  I  fhould  call,  a  fudden  exploit  of  arms, 
or  ftroke  of  war ;  the  fuccefs  of  which  gene- 
rally depends  on  the  furprize  and  confternation 
of  the  parties  affailed,  and  the  impetuofity  of 
the  aflTailants.  I  do  not,  however,  pretend  to 
give  this  Englifh  tranflation  of  mine  for  a  juft 
one  ;  but  of  this,  I  am  fure,  the  French  ex- 
predion,  confidcring  the  idea  it  is  meant  to 

con- 
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convey,  is  a  very  vague  and  deficient  onej  as 
according  to  the  ftridl  import  of  the  words^ 
there  is  hardly  an  aftion  in  war  but  what  may 
come  under  that  denomination.     But  not  to 
chicane  terms  farther  where  the  idea  feems  to 
be  fofficiently  fettled,  you  will  eafily  fee,  in 
the  Enquiry,  that  the  time  confidered  between 
the  fleet's  appearance  on  the  coaft,  that  is  to 
fay,  the  20th,  when  the  objedt  of  it's  miffion 
became  patent,  and  the  council  of  war  held 
the  25th,  that  furprize  which  is  one  good  half 
of  the  conftitutive  of  a  coup-de-mairiy  muft 
have  abfolutely  ceafed,  and  been,  out  of  the 
queftion.      Unlefs,  indeed,  you  can  fuppofe, 
that  after  having  fo  long  known  the  general 
deftination  of  the  armament  againft  the  French 
coaft,  that  people  had  fallen  into  a  profound 
fleep,  or  would  ftand  with  their  hands  folded, 
and  omit  all  difpofitions  for  receiving,  as  the 
cafe  required,  fuch  a  vifit. 

As  I  fincerely  believe,  not  only  colonel  CI— 's 
account  to  be  exadly  juft,  to  the  beft  of  his 
knowledge  and  apprehenfion,  and  conforma- 
ble to  the  truth  of  things ;  nay,  that  no  mate- 
rial alterations  had  been  made  in  the  works  for 
defending  Rochefort  itfelf,  lince  the  time  he 
faw  them  in  1745;  fo  muft  it  be  full  as 
evident  to  any  officer  or  engineer,  who 
confiders  his  defcription,  jcined  with  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  taking  preliminarily  the  fort  of 
Fouras  efpecially,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
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(of  which  colonel  CI—,  could  for  very  good 
reafons  give  no  account  at  all ;)  that  few  places 
on  the  globe  could  more  fafely  defy  a  fudden 
infult  than  Roqhefort. 

A  numerous  militia,  a  ready  fupply  from 
neighbouring  garrifons,  on  the  appearance  of 
a.  fleet,  thenecefEty  of  fo  much  time  to  be 
confumed  in  a  debarkation,  at  fo  great  a  di- 
fiance  as  Chatelaillon-bay,  and  that  under 
every  difadvantage  imaginable ;  or  the  im^ 
poflibitity  of  landing  nearer,  without  taking 
the  fort  of  Fouras,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cha- 
rente,  are  all  fuch  glaring  remoras^  that  before 
a  body  of  troops  could  hope  to  penetrate  be- 
fore Rochfort  itfelf,  that  town,  with  no  more 
works  than  defcribed  by  colonel  C — ^  might 
with  infinite  eafe,  be  put  into  a  condition  of 
laughing  at  almoft  any  number  of  troops  that 
ihould  appear  before  it ;  efpecially  unprovided 
with  {lores  and  materials  for  a  regular  aflault, 
into  which  the  attempt  to  furprile  it,  rhuft 
have  been  in  courfe  converted.  As  much  as  it  is 
a  rule  in  war,  not  to  fuppofe  that  an  enemy  will 
think  of  every  thing  that  might  guard  againft 
an  attack,  as  little  can  it  be  one,  to  fuppofe 
that  he  will  think  of  nothing.  And  furely 
a  fupplement  of  the  deficiencies  in  the  works 
for  defence,  that  need  not  take  up  four  and 
twenty  hours  labour;  ^  could  not  well  be  ima- 
gined to  have  been  omitted.  No  wonder 
that  the  French  have  fince  given  out,  that  if 
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they  could  have  fpecifically  named  the  pface 
for  the  Englifh  to  have  pdntoi  their  attack 
at,  it  (hould  have  been  Rocbfort.  If  yoa 
would  believe  them  too,  or  if  you  will  but 
believe  the  fuggelftion  of  common- fenie,  no- 
thing could  be  more  gro^y  faife,  than  the 
reports  which  prevailed  here  of  that  being  fo 
panic-ftradc,  with  the  preparatbns  of  our  tre* 
mendous  armament,  as  they  were  represent- 
ed. Numbers  indeed,  of  families,  either  re- 
fired  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  (hore^ 
or,  fecured  (thofe  who  had  any)  their  efleds, 
by  fending  them  up  the  country ;  but  nothing 
more :  for  the  reft,  all  the  difpofitions  were 
made  with  the  utmofi:  phlegm  and  tranquillity. 
The  militia  was  raifed,  the  regain  troops 
ftatbned,  in  readinefs  to  carry  their  affiftanoe 
where  needful.  And  what  in  all  this  is  either 
improbable,  or  rather  not  imp(^ik^c,  but  to 
have  befpoke  ?  Such  a  handful  of  men  as  our 
troops  of  invafion  were  notorioufly  known  to 
confifl  of,  could  alarm  for  nothing  more  than 
for  fome  fudden  afTauit,  or  tranfient  ravage  of 
x)ne  of  their  fea-ports  along  the  coaO;  3  and  for 
their  mofl  capital  ones,  or  fuch  as  were  tht 
only  ones  worth  attempting,  they  had  little 
or  nothing  to  dread,  from  their  beiisg  maccef- 
ifiUe  to  our  (hips ;  and  furely  for  Rxx^fort,  leafl 
of  all,  fituate  up  a  river,  unnavigable  for  vef- 
iek  of  burthen,  and  where  there  is  even  no 
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landing-place  near  it  for  troops  under  the 
cover  of  cannon. 

(Enq.  p«  20)  Yoa  will  fee  that  this  very 
meafure  was,  'tis  very  likely,  greatly  defired 
and  prefled  by  his  R.  H.  the  duke,  as  well  as 
the  king  of  Prufiia,  in  the  hopes  of  its  mak- 
ing a  powerful  diverfion  in  their  &vour.  Too 
great  a  complaifance  then,    could  not  well 
be  pwl  to  their  reprefentations,  and  fuch  a 
tneafure,  had  it  had  no  other  motive  than 
condeicenfion  to  their  requeft,  could  not  but 
be  a  laudable  one.    No  le&  was  owii^  to 
a  prince  of  our  own  country,  actually  engaged 
with'  oor  enemy  on  the  continent,  and  to  a 
king,    whofe  entertainment  of  the  Fitnch 
forces,  has  been  fb  fervioeable  to  our  caufe. 
But  furely  they  muft  have  meant  another 
ibrt  of  diverfion,  both  in  point  of  power  and 
objed:,  than  Rochfort,  or  mufl  have  but  im^ 
perfedly  known  the  fituation  and  natural 
ftrength  of  that  place.    It  is  not  furely  ima* 
ginable,  that  ei^t  or  ten  thoufand  men  de- 
figned  againft  a  coafl,    neither  unprovided 
with  regulars  nor  militia,  to  fay  nothing  of 
the  fortified  places  with  which  it  is  every 
where  lined,  could  frighten  the  French  court 
into  the  recalling  a  fingle  file  of  muiqueteers 
from  Germany :  that  they  could  but  do,  in 
cafe  of  expecting  the  invafion  of  an  army 
fu£Bcient  to  attempt  the  conquefl  of,  or  at 
leafl  a  material  penetrati<Hi  into  the  heart  of 

D  2  their 


[      22      ] 

their  country.  Such  a  plan  required  another 
fort  of  preparation  than  we  made  for  a  mere 
coup-de-main.  The  faying  of  Schomherg, 
who  had  no  fort  of  reafon  to  love  the  French, 
and  was  one  of  king  William's  beft  generals, 
is  well  known,  viz.  "  That  attacking  France 
"  in  France,  was  taking  a  bull  by  the 
"  horns  /'  alluding  to  the  excellent  fortifi- 
cations with  which  it  is  every,  where  pro- 
vided, and  which  are  at  once  its  defence 
againft  foreign '  in vafion,  and  its  tyrannical 
ftrong- holds  for  perpetuating  domeftic  flave- 
ry :  an  advantage  which  Britain  would  not 
wifli  to  buy  at  fo  dear  a  rate,  nor,  thank 
God,  has  any  occafion  for,  whilft  its- natural 
bulwark  of  a  (uperior  navy  fubiift$. 

Vid:or  Amadeus  of  Savoyj-wjiofe  juftjea- 
loufy  of  French  ambition  no  tie^  of  alliance 
could  diffipate,  and  was  certainly  neither  a 
coward  nor  a  bad  politician,  on  being  urged 
to  make  an, irruption  into  France,  conftantly 
anfwered,  "  That  he  knew  a  thouiand  ways 
"  into  France,  but  did  not  know  one  out  of 
**  It  again. 

Gan  .the  commander  of  the  expedition 
then, .  who  was  at  once  intrufted  with  the 
fuccefs  of  it,  and  the  lives  of  fo  many  of 
his  gallant  countrymen,  incur  fo  much  as 
the  fhadow  of  blame,  for  making  a  point 
of  previoufly  taking  the  fort  of  Fpuras,  by 
way  of  fecuring  a  retreat,  when  the  hopes 
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of  taking  Rochefort  by  furprize  were  al- 
ready palpably  cut  off?-  Where  the  opea 
conqueft  indeed  of  a  country  has  been  in- 
tended, a  commander  has,  in  order  to  take 
from  his  troops  all  hopes  of  retreat,  burnt 
the  fhips  that  brought  them,  from  which 
they  were  to  know,  that  there  was  no  alter-, 
native  for  them  but  death  or  conqueft.  But 
this  bold  meafure  always  fuppofed  in  the 
commander  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
country  he  was  attempting,  and  of  the  dan- 
gers he  was  to  encounter ;  whereas,  in  •  this 
cafe,  the  ftate  of  the  place  to  be  attacked  is. 
not,  even  to  this  hour,  known  here,  with 
any  fort  of  precifion  fufficient  to  ground  a 
plan  of  operation  upon  it. 

To  have  landed  then,  and,  without  jfe- 
curing  fort  Fouras,  to  have  marched  on  to 
Rochefort,  without  the  leaft  intelligence 
of  what  difpofitions  were  there  made  to  re- 
ceive them,  or  on  fuch  a  mad  prefumption 
as  that  of  their  having  been  intirely  ne- 
glected, would  not  have  argued  true  courage, 
or  even  merited  fo  honourable  an  appella- 
tion as  that  of  raflinefs,  which  is  often  in 
military  exploits  crowned  by  fuccefs  ;  but  of 
fuch  grofs  ftupidity  and  ignorance  of  duty, 
as  no  general,  that  deferved  the  name  of  one, 
could  have  been  guilty  of  it. 

Fouras  then  was  undoubtedly  to  be  taken, 
before  the  redudlion  of  Rochefort  could  be 
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attempted.  But  how?  "  Ay,  that  is  the 
**  queftion/'  Difficulties  invincible  appeared , 
merely  from  its  fituation,  againft  carrying 
even  that  paultry  hen-coop.  A  fingle  fhip, 
laying  againft  it,  would  probably  have  bat- 
tered it  to  the  ground  in  a  few  hours ;  but 
even  a  frigate  could  not  be  got  up  within 
gun-fliot  of  it  {Enq.  p.  32).  The  pilot 
Thierry  engaged,  indeed,  to  pilot  a  fliip 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  it;  but  it  docs 
not  appear  that  he  was  capable  of  perform- 
ing that  engagement.  The  Barfleur,  which 
drew  two  foot  water  lefs  than  the  Magna- 
nime  (the  (hip  which  he  defired  for  that 
purpofe,  and  which  was  refufed  hirh,  on  the 
account  of  the  damage  it  had  recently  fuf- 
tained),  was  on  ground  where  (he  lay,  be- 
tween four  zndijive  miles  diftance  from  the 
fhore.  Even  a  bombketch  {Enq.  p.  44), 
that  drew  but  eleven  feet  of  water,  ran  a- 
ground  at  a  greater  diftance  from  Fouras 
than  the  bombardier  could  throw  the  fhells, 
with  the  greateft  requifite  of  powder,  at  an 
elevation  of  forty-five  degrees,  that  is  to 
fay,  above  two  miles  and  two  thirds.  In 
the  mean  time,  you  will  obferve,  the  French 
gave  them  one  proof  of  their  being  neither 
afleep,  nor  frightened  out  of  their  fenfes  j  ^ 
fince,  whilft  the  bombketch  was  ^(hore,  they 
detached  two  large  row-boats  with  two 
pieces  of  heavy  cannon  in  their  prow,  and 

full. 


t    25    j 

full  of  men  each,  t6  attack  the  ketch,  in 
the  face  of  the  whole  fleet;  and  would 
probably  have  carried  her  too,  if  the  vice- 
admiral  Knowles  had  not  eiFedtually  inter-* 
pofed,  by  making  a  fignal  immediately  for 
all  the  boats  of  the  fleet  to  fpeed  to  het 
reicue,  himfelf  going  on  board  the  Coventry- 
frigate,  to  drive  away  the  row-boats;  £a 
which  time  he  ran  a-ground,  conliderably 
within  the  (pace  of  an  hour,  five  times,  and 
at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  fliore  than  the 
bomb4cetch. 

This  however  may  ihew  you,  that  Fouras 
was  unexpugnable  by  our  (hipping.  Andi 
here  it  is  prefumeable,  that  the  pilot  Thier- 
ry, who  had  engaged  for  bringing  the  Mag- 
nanime,  which  drew  (as  before  obfcrved) 
two  foot  water  more  than  the  Barfleur,  muft 
have  acknowledged  his  miftake ;  for  it  can 
hardly  be  fuppofed  that  he  would  refufe  un- 
dertaking to  pilot  the  fhip  fubfl:ituted  on  fuch 
good  reafons.  He  was  not,  you  will  re- 
mark, examined  before  the  board,  being,  it 
ieems,  abfent,  as  well  as  iir  Edward  Ha wke. 

It  appears  too,  by  the  Enquiry,  that  even 
after  the  council  of  war  of  die  25th  of  Sep-- 
tember,  in  which  it  was  unanimoujly  agreed, 
that  the  reduction  of  Rochefort  was,  in  the 
a<Stual  pofition  of  things,  neither  advifeabk 
ov  praSicabky  both  the  land  and  fea  com- 
manders were  highly  unwilling  to  give  over 
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all  thbughts  of  landing,  and  attemptirig  at 
Icafl:  to  do  fomcthing.  Some  probability 
of  fuccefs  in  attacking  Fouras  dawning  to 
them,  in  frefli  information  that  came  in  to 
them  by  their  prifoners,  they  greedily  feized 
it.  The  coming  on  the  back  of  it,  by  land- 
ing forces  in  Chatelaillon-bay,  carried  with 
It  at  firft  an  air  of  temptation.  Nothing 
feemed  more  eafy,  more  inviting,  or  more 
fafe,  than  a  fine  beach,  acceflible  to  boats ; 
not  a  man  to  be  fcen  on  the  (hore,  no  bat- 
teries to  annoy  a  landing  on  it :  for  a  few 
guns,  en  barbette,  oh  Chatelaillon-point, 
that  could  not  reach  it,  are  fcarce  worth 
mentioning.  This  fpot,  though  at  {o 
much  greater  a  diftance  from  Rochefort, 
yet  as  it  feemed  to  give  fome  chance  for  an 
attack  by  land  on  Fouras,  induced  the  land 
and  fea  officers  in  chief  command  to  think 
of  putting  the  forces  afhpre  there. 

.Here  it  plainly  appears,  by  the  Enquiry, 
that  they  were  fo  far  from  being  defirous  of 
returning  without  attempting  a  defcent,  that 
they  feized  the  firft  overture  of  one,  with- 
out even  a  due  regard  to  the  moft  obvious 
rules  of  war»  and  I  might  not  unjuftly  add, 
of  common  fenfe.  For,  according  to  all 
accounts,  this  beach  was  furrounded  by 
fand-hills,  confiderably  within  lefs  than 
mulTcet-fhot  of  the  water-edge,  by  which 
any  number  of  men  might  have  been  con- 
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cealed,  wkh  the  utmoft  fafety  from  the  can- 
opn  of  the  (hip3,  till  the  inftant  of  fallying 
ihould  offer  for  taking  advantages  of  the 
troops  in  their  landing. 

This  too  was  a  circumftance  in  which  the 
night  would  but  be  the  more  favorable  to  the 
enemies ;  in  the  confufion  they  muft  fo  reafo- 
nably  hope  to  find  troops  fetting  foot  on  an 
qnfcnown  fhore,  themfelves  not  only  being  at 
home,  with  a  firm  footing  on  dry  land,  but 
in  cafe  of  a  fuperior  repulfe,  being  aiiured  of 
an  eafy  retreat.  If  it  (hould  be  faid,  that  the 
exiftence  of  troops  behind  thofe  &nd- hills  is 
only  a  gratuitous  fuppofition,  a  mere  begging 
of  the  queftion ;  let  any  one  who  knows  any 
thing  of  the  matter,  but  afk  himfelf,  whether 
any  general  could  poffibly  not  take  it  for 
granted,  that  there  muft  be  forces  at  hand^ 
efvcn  without  the  information  of  prifoners  ? 
Would  any  man  in  his  fenfes,  that  knew  in 
the  leaft  what  France  or  War  was,  allow  him* 
felf  to  doubt  of  their  being  troops  in  that 
country,  alarmed  and  forewarned  as  it  had 
been  ?  The  motions  then  of  our  fleet  being 
watched,  as  they  naturally  muft  have  been, 
nothing  on  earth  could  offer  a  more  favorable 
mafk  to  the  numbers  the  French  would  have  to 
oppofc  a  defcent,  than  thofe  fand- hills.  As 
nothing  need  to  be  furer  too  than  that  fuch 
forces  they  had  in  readinefs  -,  fo  it  was  equally 
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lure,  that  it  was  their  game  to  conceal  them,' 
till  the  madnefs  of  a  defccnt  fhould  afford 
them  a  cheap  market  of  us,  when  not  the 
greateft  courage  could  have  flood  the  leaft 
chance  again  fuch  obvious  and  unfair  ad- 
vantage. 

But  this  was  not  all*  When  from  an  ea- 
gernefs  pardonable  only  to  that  courage  which 
does  not  ftand  upon  weighing  of  obftacles, 
and  to  that  juft  fpirit  of  theirs  for  ferving  their 
country  at  all  events,  this  landing  was  refolved 
on ;  when  even  one  divifion  of  the  troops 
was  already  in  the  boats  prepared  to  carry 
them  to  land,  you  will  find  a  new  and  infu- 
perable  difficulty  ftarted.  It  appeared,  that 
it  was  not  poffible  to  carry  above  two  thou- 
land  men  at  a  time  to  the  landing-place. 
There  were  they  to  remain  fix  hours,  expofed 
to  the  whole  force  of  an  enemy,  that  could 
not  well  be  fuppofed  to  be  dead  alleep,  or  in- 
fenfible  of  fuch  an  advantage,  before  they 
could  poflibly  be  reinforced  by  a  fecond  de- 
barkation. Then  it  was  that  the  command- 
ers opened  their  eyes  at  length,  on  the  folly  of 
fuch  an  attempt,  which  had  been  ftiut  by  the 
falfe  fhame  only  of  doing  nothing,  where 
nothing  was  to  be  done :  then  it  was  they 
returned  to  the  moft  fenfible  refolution  they 
had  yet  taken,  that  of  the  council  of  the 
25  th,  of  giving  over  what,  for  fo  many  clear 
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ireafbns,  had  fo  much  better  never  have  been 
undertaken. 

I  do  not  afk  you  to  fufFer  your  judgment  to 
be  influenced  by  merely  the  names  of  the 
gentlemen  who  fubfcribed  to  that  confulta* 
tion  of  the  25th,  though  I  firmly  believe 
they  do  not  yield  in  point  of  bravery  even  to 
the  foremoft  of  thofe  vvho  have  blamed  their 
refolution  for  returning.  No !  only  weigh  * 
but  their  reafons,  and  the  examination  previous 
to  the  report,  and  more  efpecially  the  defec- 
tive information-  of  the  firft  fuggefter  of  the 
undertaking  (be  it  faid  without  the  leaft  of- 
fence to  him,  fince  he  could  lay  no  more  than 
he  knew,  and  what  he  did  fay  was  probably 
the  exafteft  truth,)  and  you  will  own,  that 
none  but  the  French  could  have  wiflied  our 
armament  had  proceeded  further  in  the  exe- 
cution of  its  miflion.  They  ^  indeed  might 
have  rejoiced^  that  fo  fine  a  body  of  troops 
fhould  fall  into  a  trap,  the  grofnefs  of  which 
would  have  robbed  them  of  any  pity  for  falling 
into  it.  They  muft,  in  all  human  probabi^ 
Hty,  have  been  the  vidims  to  a  miftake  that 
was  not  their  own,  and  that  with  their  eyes 
open  on  the  palpability  of  it. 

But,  Sir,  the  unpromifingnefs  of  this  expe- 
dition was  not  judged  of  only  by  the  event, 
but  numbers  here,  on  knowing  it's  deftination 
for  the  coaft  of  France,  and  the  conflitution 
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of  things  in  thofe  part5,  made  even  fio  merit 
of  pronouncing  boldly,  that  nothing  would  or 
could  be  done  by  that  grand  armada.  Many 
too,  on  feeing  the  equipment  of  fo  gallant  a 
fleet,  lamented  it's  not  having  been  earlier 
fitted  out  againft  another,  and  the  only  place 
in  which  France  can  receive  a  wound  in  her 
vitals,  and  that  is  Cape-Breton.  The  infinite 
importance  of  America,  and  the  adual  :.fitua- 
tiori  of  things  there,  loudly  called  for  iuch  a 
decifive  meafure.  And  what  could  hinder 
it's  being  taken  with  all  affurance  of  fucccfe, 
early  enough  in  the  ftafon,  unlefs  the  aftivity 
of  the  ftate's  being  about  that  time  miferably 
fufpended  by  a  fcramble  for  power  amongft 
private  juntos,  and  infignificant  party -cabis.. 
may  be  given  for  a  reafonr 

Had  a  ,much  lefs  armament  than  this  one 
proceeded  on  that  deftination,  the  French 
intei-eft  in  America  muft,  in  all  human  pro- 
bability, have  been  deftroyed  by  the  ax  being 
thus  laid  to  the  root ;  and  the  fhips  of  our  late 
unfortunate  fqusldron  in  thofe  parts  might 
have,  not  unlikely,  be6n  riding  the  ftorm  out 
iafe  and  triumphant  in  the  harbour  of  Louif- 
bourg.  Thofe  who  know  moft  oif  things, 
•know  there  is  nothing  exagerated  in  the  con- 
fequences,  nor  romantic  in  the  hopes  of  fuch 
an  undertakings  efpecially  had  it  been  then  car- 
ried into  execution*  Had  Rochefort  even  been 
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taken,  what  would  have  been  the  conlequeDce 
but  the  deflrudlion  of  a  few  fhips,  naval  (lores, 
and  arienal :  call  it  great ;  but  ftill  it  could 
be  no  more  than  a  tranfient  reparable  da- 
mage :  whereas  by  getting  pofTeflion  of  Cape* 
Breton,  you  not  only  cut  off  the  fpring-head 
of  the  French  power  in  America^  but  may 
nip  in  the  bud  their  beft,  and  perhaps  only 
Durfery  of  feamen  for  their  navy,  with  many 
other  advantages  therefrom,  too  obvious  to 
need  deducing  here,  where  the  mention  of  it 
figures  only  as  a  digreilion  ;  but  a  digrefiion 
you  will,  I  hope,  pardon,  in  favor  of  the  well- 
meaning  of  it. 

In  that  confultation  of  the  ajtfa  above  re- 
ferred to,  and  efpecially  from  the  opinion  of 
the  chief'-engineer,  who  cannot  be  fuppofed 
very  favorable  to  any  refolution  of  defiftence 
fi:om  an  attempt  of  which  himfelf  wasin  fome 
fort  the  parent,  you  will  eafily  fee  at  one  glance, 
the  nature,  and  caufe  of  failure  of  the  enter- 
prize.  You  will  fee,  that  not  a  foul  on  board 
knew  half  the  requifires  to  be  known  before 
any  execution  could  be  proceeded  to,  or  even 
righdy  planned ;  aiid  at  the  fame  time,  that 
it  was  no  fault  of  theirs  that  they  did  not 
know  them.  Vague  and  contradictory  re- 
ports of  the  ftate  of  Rochefort,  of  its  ditch 
and  rampart ;  in  (hort,  only  the  mofl  material 
pointSi  and  fuch  as  the  fate  of  the  enterprize, 
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and  of  the  lives  of  thofe  employed  in  it,  muft 
turn  upon,  were  the  very  points  that  remain- 
ed, and  ftill  remain  perfedly  unafcertained. 

The  plan  furniftied  from  memory  by  the 
chief  engineer,  with  at  leaft  a  confeffed  doubt 
of  his,  ifor  want  of  information,  what  altera- 
tions might  have  been  made  fince,  was  of  it- 
fdf  fufficient  to  affure  any  general  or  engineer, 
*^  That  if  no  place  was  more  capable  of  being 
**  taken  by  aflault,  if  it  could  be  come  at  by 
furprife ;  fo  no  place,  you  can  perhaps  name, 
was  more  capable  of  being,  within  even  a  few 
hours,  put  into  a  pofture  of  defence  againft 
fuch  a  fudden  afTault :  and  that  no  regular 
attack  made  any  part  of  the  defign,  cannot 
appear  plainer,  than  for  £>  good  a  rfeafon  as 
the  engineer  himfelf  gives,    "  That  the  fmall 

quantity  of  artillery  they  had,  was  not  fcnt 

on  that  plan."     (Enq.  p,  105.) 

The  poffibility  of  a  furprife,  then  being 
abfolutely  over,  the  only  chance  for  fuccefe 
by  a  regular  afiault,  muft  have  been  their 
Wnging  their  forces  before  it,  and  that  too 
without  artillery.  But  even  that  chance, 
defperateas  it  was,  and  which  the  comman- 
ders however  were  apparently  determined  to 
try,  was  denied  them.  By  water,  the  fitua- 
tbn  was  inaccefiible :  by  landing  indeed  at 
Chatelaillou-bay,  that  is  to  fay,  if  the  French 
would  have  been  fo  very  polite  as  not  to  mo- 
left 
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left  them,  in  their  attempt  of  it,  they  might 
have  got  perhaps  before  Rochfort ;  and  what 
to  do  there  ?  to  ftand  with  their  fingers  in 
their  mouths;  or  try  to  batter  down  its  de- 
fences with  threats,  for  other  effeftive  arms 
they  could  have  none.     In  fliort,  when  I 
figure  to  myfelf  the  fituation  of  our  troops^ 
fairly  arrived  before  Rochfort,  drums  beating, 
and  colors  flying,  I  am  tempted  to  think  the 
French  knew  their  own  intcreft  too  well  to 
interfere  with  the  landing  of  our  forces,  or 
hinder  them  from  proceeding  up  to  the  town. 
Nothing,  in  all  human  probability  would  have 
afforded  them  a  finer  opportunity,  or  have 
played  the  game  better  into  their  hands.   No 
retreat,   no  communication   with  the  (hips^ 
any  more  than  if  thefe  fhips  had  been  at  Ja- 
pan, no  chance  for  efcaping,  but  by  fighting 
their  way  back  again,  under  the  greateft  un« 
certainty  in  the  world,  of  being  able  to  get  off 
the  fhore,  even  fhould  the  boats  be  ready  to 
take  them  off,  and  all  the  while  harrafTed  by 
thofe  French  forces,  which  not  invincibly  to 
have  prefumed,  were  ready  for  their  recep- 
tion, after  folong  an  alarm,  would  have  been 
a  folly  beneath  ferious  refutation :  all  thefe, 
I  fay,  incline  me  to  think  the  French  defired 
nothing  fo  much,  as  what  fome  are  fo  forry 
here  did  not  happen.     Every  true  Englifh- 
man,  however,  who  will  give  his  own  judg- 
ment 
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ment  fair  play^  in  icorn  of  popular  and  ignorant 
prejudice,  may  rejoice,  that  fuch  a  nuiuber 
of  bis  countrymen  did  not  peri{h  in  fo  filly  a 
fnare,  without  profit  to  their  country,  without 
honor  to  themfelves. 

You  will,  I  hope  too,  Sir,  forgive  me  if  I 
own  myfelf  not  extremely  edified  by  ibme 
paffages  in  the  enquiry,  of  which  I  refpedt-- 
fully  take  for  granted,  the  forms  of  public 
procedure,  rendered  the  publication  indifpen^ 
fably  nece£ary ;  and  which  otherwifeone  would 
imagine,  were  highly  improper  to  be  published : 
and  that  is  the  names  apd  defcriptions  of  per- 
fons,'  who.  either  they,  or  their  families  are 
ilill  under  the  French  power,  or  are  liable  to 
come  under  it.  Every  one  knows  the  alert 
and  wa(chful  genius  of  that  government,  over 
its  fubje<%$.  or  rather  its  fiaves,  whofe  actions 
and  words  are  under  th&rigideft  comptroUof 
its  arbitrary  refentment  or  caprice. 

Mr,  Macnamara  is,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,^ 
deceafed,  or  the  leaft  that  bis  potitene&  to  an 
officer  in  Englifh  regimentals,  m  permitting 
him  to  view  the  works  of  the  place,  would  have 
cofl  him,  was  a  fevere  r^primaod^  or  perhaps 
a  difmiiliofi  from  his  poft,  which  hew<)uld 
have  owed  to  the  fpecific  mmtion  of  him  ia 
the  report.  Further :  amoogft  the  accidents 
of  war,  there  might  occasions  often  offer  for 

examination  of  French  prifoners,  from  wh^cc 

very 
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as  well  as  impolitic  fpirit  of  perfecution. 
Numbers,  we  are  told,  of  thefe  people  of- 
fered their  fervice,  fpecifically  on  this  very 
occafion,  to  the  French  government.  But, 
however  that  may  be,  I  cannot  but  think 
fuch  a  palTage  might,  for  obvious  reafons, 
have  better  been  left  out,  efpecially  as  it  is 
nothing  to  the  purpofc  of  the  Enquiry. 

1  come  now  to  the  Report  itfelf,  given  in 
by  the  appointed  commilHoners  of  Enquiry, 
and  refulting  from  the  matter  of  it.  (See 
Enq.  p.  60.)  And  here  I  begin  with  fairly 
owning  to  you,  that  it  pafles  my  compre- 
henfion.  Could  fo  extravagant  a  cafe  be 
iuppofed,  as  that  there  was  a  collufive  com- 
promife  agreed  on  between  the  projedtors  of 
the  expedition  and  the  commanders  of  it ; 
that  fince  fome  Report  mull  neceflarily  pafs, 
fuch  an  one  ftiould  be  dictated  as  (liourd 
neither  acquit  the  one,  nor  condemn  the 
other;  I  Jhould  think  there  could  not  have 
been  a  more  admirable  piece  framed  for  fuch 
a  purpofe. 

Not  a  word  is,  indeed,  faid  in  it  that 
might  impeach  the  wifdom  of  the  projec- 
tion, or  impute  the  failure  of  the  expedition 
to  its  infutficiency.  But  not  a  word  too  is 
there  in  it,  but  what  the  commanders  might 
'even  ^lory  in  avowing  and  fabfcribing  to. 
If  it  fatisfies  the  public  but  half  as  much  as 
F  2  it 
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it  ought  to  fatisfy  them,  then  all  parties  owe 
to  thofc  honorable  perfonages  who  pafled  the 
Report  the  jufteft  thanks. 

I  pafs  over  the  preamble,  as  being  merely 
matter  of  form  and  introdudlion ;  and,  (hall 
only  point  out  to  you  fome  parts  of  the  Re- 
port, that  cannot  but  juftify  to  you  my  ad- 
miration of  it.  I  fuppofe  you  have  it  before 
you,  and  proceed. 

The  firft  caufe  of  failure  appears  to  have 
been  the  not  attacking  Fouras  by  fea,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  would  be  attacked  by  land- 
But  the  abfence  of  fir  Edward  Hawke,  and 
of  the  pilot  of  the  Magnanime,  not  admit- 
ting an  examination  into  that  particular,  th^ 
opinion  upon  that  point  is  left  open  and  un- 
decided. All  that  appears  very  plain  is,  that 
Fouras  was  inacceflible  to  an  attack  by  {hip- 
ping, notwithftanding  the  pilot  Thierri's 
promife,  which,  it  fhould  feem,  he  coul{l 
not  make  good.  At  leaft,  in  this  the  com- 
manders are  in  no  fault. 

Another  caufe  of  failure  afligned  in  the 
Report,  is  the  non-attempting  to  land  on 
the  report  received  on  the  24th  of  September 
from  rear-admiral  Brodrick  and  the  captains, 
who  had  been  fent  out  to  found  and  recon- 
noitre ;  when,  inftead  of  landing  diredtly, 
a  council  of  war  was  called  on  the  25th,  in 
which  it  was  unanimoujly  refolved  not   to 

land. 
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land,  as  the  attempt  upon  Rochefort  was 
neither  advifeable  x\qv  praBicabk.  To  fay 
the  truth,  after  fuch  a  report  as  the  com- 
manders then  received,  after  what  they 
themfelves  could  fee  of  the  local  pofition  of 
things,  and  what  they  muft  know  or  pre- 
fumeof  the  ftateof  the  country,  they  were, 
if  it  is  not  too  difrefpedlful  in  me  to  fay  fo, 
rather  in  the  wrong  for  calling  any  confulta- 
tion,  if  their  refolution  could  have  difpenfed 
with  the  form  of  it :  for,  in  faft,  there  was 
no  matter  of  confultation  at  all.  The  na- 
ture of  the  errand  they  were  fent  on,  and  the 
impoffibility  of  its  execution,  were  already 
plain  enough. 

"  But  it  did  not  appear  that  there  were 
**  then,  or  at  any  times  afterwards,  either 
"  a  bocly*  of  troops  or  batteries  on  the  ftiore, 
**  fufficient  to  have  prevented  their  defcent." 
This  is  moft  religioufly  true.'  As  to  troops, 
nothing  can  on  earth  be  more  certain,  than 
that  troops  there  were  and  muft  be  in  the 
country;  and  as  certain,  that  the  French 
muft  have  been  very  great  ideots  indeed  to 
have  fufFered  them  to  be  feeriy  when  it  was 
fo  eafy  arid  fo  much  their  game  to  conceal 
them.  As  to  batteries  in  Chatelaillon-bay, 
the  only  convenient  place  foradefcent,  not 
one  officer  ever  faidtliere^  were  any,  or  did 
TOt  but  aver  the  contrary  5  but  who  of  them 

could 
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eould  not  but  fee  the  impropriety,  accord- 
ing to  all  the  rules  of  war  and  of  commoa 
fcnfe,  of  effedluating  a  defcent,  from  which 
no  good  could  be  hoped  for  the  fuccefs  of 
the  main  of  the  enterprize,  the  attack  upon 
Rochefort  ?  Could  any  thing  counterbal- 
lance  the  moral  aflurance  of  being  cut  off 
divifion  by  divifion,  which  muft  have  been 
the  cafe,  unlefs  the  French  could  be  fufpedted 
of  falling  off,  on  fuch  a  tempting  occafion, 
from  their  ufiial  alertnefs,  or  have  only 
fufpended  its  exertion,  in  order  to.  draw  us 
more  compleatly  into  the  fnare  ? 

It  does  not  appear  (fays  the  Report), 
that  there  were  any  fufficient  reafons  to 
*'  induce  the  council  of  war  to  believe  that 
Rochefort  was  fo  far  changed,  in  refpedt 
of  its  ftrength,  or  pofture  of  defence, 
fince  the  expedition  was  firft  refolved  oa 
in  England,  as  to  prevent  all  attempts  of 
an  attack  upon  the  place,  in  ofder  to 
burn  and  deftroy  the  docks,  magazines, 
arfenals,    and    fhipphig,    in   obedience. 
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To  all  this  the  commanders  might  chear- 
fully  fubfcribe,  fince  it  does  honor  both  to 
their  fenfe  and  obedience.  They  were  fent 
furely  on  the  plan  of  a  furprize,  or  coup-de- 
main.  Nothing  can  be  plainer  than  their 
inftruftions  on  this  head :  but  that  cafe  of 

fur- 
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lurprize  not  exifting,  as  confidering  the  fitua- 
tion  of  that  place,  it  could  never,  but  hy 
the  favor  of  a  miracle,  exift :  Rochefort 
might  not  indeed  very  materially  be  changed 
as  to  its  ftrength,  or  pofture  of  defence ;  but 
obvioufly  ceafed,  from  the  inftant  there  was 
no  hope  of  coming  on  it  by  furprize,  to  be 
a  place  poflible  to  be  taken  by  a  fudden 
aflault. 

As  to  what  the  Report  adds,  "  that  no 
reafon  could  exift  fufficient  to  prevent  the 
attempt  of  landing  the  troops,  previous 
to  the  28th  of  September,  as  the  council 
then  unanimoufly  refolved  to  land  with  all 
poflible  difpatch."  Nothing  can  be  more 
juft,  on  the  fuppofition  that  it  was  right  to 
have  landed  at  alL  It  is  even  too  favorable 
to  the  commanders;  for,  certainly  every 
hour's  delay,  after  the  inftant  of  their  arrival, 
ftrengthened  their  reafon  for  not  landing, 
could  that  have  required  ftrengthening. 
And  they  are  juftly  puniftied  for  the  impru- 
dence of  not  adhering  to  their  firft  and  beft 
refolution  of  the  25th  not  to  land  at  all,  un- 
lefs  their  zeal  for  attempting  evident  impof- 
fibilities,  in  the  fervice  of  their  country,  may 
be  allowed  to  excufe  them,  and  the  inten- 
tion acquit  them  for  the  abiiirdity  of  their 
perfeverance  in  an  enterprizc,  of  which 
their  own  perfonal  knowledge  might  have 

already 
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already  fufficiently  exploded  the   plan  tcJ 
them.  . 

Even  then  by  the  report  itfelf,  abftrafted- 
ly  confidered,  you  may,  Sir,  eafily  difcern, 
whether  the  failure  is  imputable  to  the  ori- 
ginal fin  of  infufficiency  in  the  proj eft  itfelf, 
or  to  the  perfons  commiflioned  to  carry  it 
into  execution.  You  may  fafely  pronounce, 
without  the  hazard  of  a  ra(h  judgment^  on 
the  materials  of  information  before  you, 
whereon  the  enterprize  was  it  feems  em- 
braced and  planned,  whether  all  the  pre- 
requifites  of  kiio wledge  were  duely  obtained 
before  the  difpatch  in  the  armament  (that 
is  to  fay,  on  fuppofing  that  it  was  ever  feri- 
oufly  meant,  or  hoped  that  it  fhoufd  fuc- 
ceed)  or  whether  a  fet  of  gentlemen  of  un- 
attairited  charadlers,  and  trufted  vvith  the 
arms  of  their  country,  could  be  fo  grofsly 
wanting  to  its  honor,  and  to  their  own,  as 
to  return  back  with  fo  bad  a  grace,  if  a 
better  knowledge  and  a  perfonal  view  of 
things  had  not  forced  them  to  it,  with  a  re- 
gret they  rendered  but  too  apparent,  by  per- 
fifting  in  it  fo  much  beyond  the  bounds  of 
their  duty,  that  one  would  have  thought 
them  willing  to  prefer  the  bare  opinion  of 
others  at  a  diftance,  to  their  own  aftual  and 
palpable  recognition  on  the  fpot. 

Should 
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Should  youi  however^  after  Settling  thH 
point  in  your  own  mind,  proceed  to  any  de- 
gree of  curiofity  for  what  further  may  be  . 
ezpeifled  from  this  meafure  o£  an  enquicy, . 
'which  ieems  but  a  preparatory  one  to  an  • 
ulterior  procedure  upon  it>  It  is  not  at  leail . 
to  me  you  mufl  addrefs  yourfelf  for  fatisfac- 
tbo.  The  low  level  range  of  humble  com- 
mon fenfe  can  never  pretend  to  reach,  the 
fublimity  of  thofe  clouds  in  which  the  ex- 
alted wifdom  of  our  councils  has  fo  long 
rolledj  and  carried  the  public  aifairs  to  that 
pitch  of  proiperity  and  renown  in  which 
they  are  at  prefent  fo  conipicuDu{Iy  feen. 
But  if  you  will  deign  to  accept  a  general 
rule  of  conje6hire  on  any  future  turns  of  af- 
falrs  that  as  yet  He  hid  within  the  womb  of 
time,  or  in  the  heads  of  our  modern  ftatef- 
men  ;  a  rule  that  has  for  thefe  many  y^rs 
hardly  been  known  to  fail ;  this  it  is.  Ima- 
gine to  yourfelf  fpecifically  what  is  mofl: 
agreeable  to  common  fenfe,  and  to  the  once 
believed  juft  order  of  judgment,  and  then 
do  not  hcjurprt/ed  at  finding  the  event  dia- 
metrically oppofite  to  it.  In  the  prefent 
current  of  things,  no  oracle  can  afford  you 
a  furer  prognorac  than  this  method  of  anti- 
cipation by  contraries.  Should  you  then 
find  a  ftatue  decreed  to  the  great  projeftor 
of  this  celebrated  expedition)  and  national 
G  dil- 
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difgrace,  or  CTcn  an  ignominions  puniih- 
ment  aliotted  for  thofe  unfortunate  enoDg' 
to  have  been  fent  in  command  upon  it,  the 
can  be  nothingfo  ftrange  infuch  a  dif^ributi' 
of  juftice  as  to  make  you  ftare  at  it,  if  y 
reflect  upon  all  the  unaccountablencfs 
our  judgment  and  affairs    for  thefe  m 
years  lall  paft.     The  folly  would    int' 
now  be  to  be  furprifcd  at  any  thing. 


I  am.  Sir, 

Tours»  &c. 
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OBORGE   IL 

f  « 

HEREAS  Ueutsnaiit  Con^rsU  % 

YoM  MarJaunt,  was  appplicu:^  l)y  i» 
CMnmander  in  Chief  of  our  Forces  ^nt  oi>  an 
^xpeditloQ  to  the  Co£^  oiFranoe^  aii4  f  ec^lv«4 
.'Orders  aild  InftrudipiM  relative  thereto  fjrom 
ijy^  updo:  our  Koyd  Sj^  Manual,  ^nd  al^  bf 
one  of  Qur  prindpal  S^xetarie^  pf  $tate  s 
.Aiid  whereas  the  laid  Lieutenant  Cenoal  is 
i^ow  in  Arreftl)/  pur  Commandi  for  dtfobey- 
Xn^;  cHii*  f^d  Orders  and  Inftnjdi9q^,  whicb 
Chiv^  we  have  thot^bt  fit  fltould  be  m<|uired 
into  by  fi  General  (5)urt  Martial :  Qur  Will 
If^d  jpledTore  is*  th^t  a  Qoieral  Court  Martial 
))e  forthwith  held  upon  this  Oojafion,  wiiich  is 
to  -confift  of  our  right  Trufty  «md  well  he** 
joved  yams  Lord  Tyravily^  lieutenant  Gene- 
ral of  our  Forces,  whom  we  do  af^iat  to  be 
president  thereoft  and  of  our  light  Trufty  an4 
weQ  bdoved  Cbarks  Lord  Cadogant  <m  trufty 
and  weU  beloved  ^obn  Qmjey  BUbftrd  Onjhm, 
'Henry  J*ulfeney^  Sir  Charki  Uowardy  Knight  of 
ihe  Bstth,  'John  thtke^  our  r%ht  trufty  an^  wefl 
telovcd  Counfcllor  John  Lord  JDe  Lawarrt  our 

A  2  trufty 
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trufty  and  well  beloved  James  Cbolmmdeky^  Lieu- 
tenant Generals  5  our  trufty.  and  J«dIJ)eloved/ 
Maurice  Boclandy  our  right  trufty  and  well  be- 
loved Coufin  William  Earl  of  Panmure^  our 
trufty  and  well  beloved  Kerr^  com- 

monly called  Earl  of  Ancramy  our  right  trufty 
and  well  beloved  Coufios;^?^/ftiw  BaiiLof  Har^ 
ringtofty  and  G^e?r^^  Earl  of   Jllbermark^  our 
trufty  and  well  beloved  Henry  JlolmeSy  jikxan^ 
der  Uury^  John  Mojlyn;  BdivardCarf,  Major 
Generals  of  our  Forces -pur  trufty  and  well  be- 
loved Colonels  Wittidm  Kingfley^  Alexander  Dur" 
roure^   and   Bennet  Noel i.  231  qf  whotri,  or  the 
faid  Prefident  together  with   any  Twelve,  or 
more,  9f  the  faid  other  OfBcets,  ma(y  confti- 
tute  the  faid  General  Court  Mai^tial :'  And  you 
•are  to-order  the  Prdvoft  Martial  O^eneral,  ot 
his  Deputy,  to  give*  Notice, to  the  faid  Prefir 
•<lent  and  Officers^  and  all  others  whbm  it  may 
'concern,  -when  and  where  the  faid.Court  Mar- 
tial  is  to-  be  held,  arid^  to  fummdn  fueh  Wit- 
hefles,  as  mail  be  able '  to  give  T^ftimohy  in 
this  Matter;    the  faid  Provoft  Martial' General 
-and  his  Deputy'  being  hereby  direfled  to  obey 
•your  Orders,    and  give  Attendance,  whbre  it 
(hall  be  requifite :  And  we  *do  further  autho- 
rize and-  empower  the  faid  Court  Martial  to 
hear  and  examine  all  fuch  Matters  arid  In- 
formations  as  fliall  be  broiight  before  them, 
touching  the  Charge   aforefaid,   and  proceed 
in  the  Tryal  of  the  faid  Lieutenant  General 

Sir 
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sir  John  Mordaunfy  and  in  giving  of  Sen- 
tence according  to  the  Rules  of  Military  Dil^ 
cipline ;  which  faid  Sentence  yoU  are  to  return 
to  our  Secretary  at  War,  to  be  laid  before 
us  for  our  Confideration.  And,  for  fo  doing, 
this  (hall  be,  as  wdl  to  you,  as  to  the  faid  Court 
Alartial,  and  all  others  concerned,  a  fufficient 
VTarrant.  Given  at  our  Court^  at  St*  James's 
this  Third  Day  of  December  1757,  in  the  Thir- 
ty Firft  Year  of  our  Reign. 

V 

By  his  M  A  J  E  8  T  Y '  s  Command, 
HOLDERNESSE. 


To  our  Trufty  and  well  beloved 
Thomas  Morgan,  £(q;  Judge 
Advocate  General  of  our  For* 
ces^  or  his  Deputy, 
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AtaGENERAL  COURT  MARTIAL; 

held  In  the  Council  Chamber  at.  WhitebaU 
on  Wtdwjd^  the  t4th»  and  contitHied  bj 
fweral  Adj0unmicnt»  to  ^uefd^^  die  2otfi 
December  175?^  ^  virtue  of  his  Majefty's 
fpecial  Warrant,  bearing  Date  the  3d  Day 
of  the  fame  Month* 

LiEirr,  Ghn.  J^is  Lord  Ttrawlv,  Pfefidcnt. 
Charles  Lorp  Cadooan^ 
John  Guise, 
m    Richard  Onslow^, 
S     Henry  PutTENEY,  ' ' 

O*  Sir  Charles  Hqward,  i 

g      JopN  Hu$KE, 

"    John  Lord  Delawarr, 
^ James  Cholmqndeley. 
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TMaurics  Boct and, 

^  IWlLlJAM  £aRL  M    PaNNCURB^ 

Wxi'txAM  Easl  of  Ancram, 

WiLi^iAM  Earl  of  Harrinoton, 
O  -i  Georoe  Earl  of  Albemarle, 
Hi  I  Henry  Hof.MESg 
S%    Alexander  Dury» 

John  Mostyn, 

.Edward  Carr. 


Colonel  William  KiNCSLEYt 
Colonel  Alexander  DifROUREt 
Colonel  Bennet  Noel*  ^ 

Cha.  Gould  Deputy  Judge  Advocate  General^ 

TH  E  Members  being  met,  and  duly  fworn, 
(the  Judge  Advocate  being  alfo  fwom,  and 
profecucing  in  his  Matty's  Name,) 

A  4  LiEuj 


[8) 

«  a  »  

LlEUTEN'ANT  GbNERAL    SiR   JoHM   MoRDAUNTT 

came  Prifoner  before  the  Couxt»  and  the  following 
Charge  was  exhibited  againft  him,  viz.  "  That  he 
•'  being  appointed  by  the  King  Commander  in  Chief 
*'  of  his  Majefty's  Forces,  fent  on  an  Expedition  to 
**  the  Coafl:  of  France^  and  having  received  Orders . 
«*  and  Inftruiftions  relative  thereto  from  his  Majcfty, 
^^  under  his  Royal  Sign  Manual,  and  alfo  by  one  of 
f^  bis  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  hath  difobeyed 
<^  his  Majcfty's  faid  Orders  and  Inftrudtions.*' — — _ 

An  Entry  in  a  Book  of  Mr.  Secretary  Pit  f%  Office 
being  proved  upon  Oath  by  Robert  Wood^  Efq;  ap- 
pointing the  faid  Lieutenarit  General  Sir  Johri  mor^ 
^/at^/^/ 'General. and  Commander  in.  Chief  of  all  and 
Cngular  his  Majcfty's  Troops  and  Land  Forces  ap- 
pointed or  to  be  appointed  tor  a,  fecret  Expedition  for 
his  Majelly's  Service,  bearing  Date  the  %^oi  Auguft^ 
1757,  was  read.  .         ^ 

The  Right  Honourable  William  Pitt,  Elq; 
one  of  his  Majefty*s  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  be- 
ing fworn,  and  queftioned  touching  bis  Majcfty's  In- 
ftruftions  to  Lieutenant  General  Sir  John  Mmiaunt 
relative  to  the  faid  Expedition,  faid.  That  he  had 
the  Honour  of  receiving  fuch  Inftruftions  from  his 
Majefly  gnder  his  Royal  Sign  Manual,  which  he 
gave  to  Mr.  fFood  his  under  Secretary,  in  order  to 
his  delivering  them  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt. 

A  Pap^r,  purporting  to.  be  a  Letter,  dated  Lon^ 
dofij  July  the  15th  1757,  from  Captain  (now  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel)  Clerkyi'wsLs  (hewn  to  Mr.  Secretary 
jR///,  and  he  being  defired  ;o  inform  the  Court,-  whe- 
ther he  knew  the  faid  Letter  to  have  been  at  any 
Time  communicated  to  Sir  j^obn  Mordauni^  anfwercd. 
That  the  fame  is  the  original  Letter,  which  was  de- 
livered to  him  by  Sir  John  (now  Lord)  Li^onier^  and 
produced  by  him  before  the  Lords  of  the  Cabinet, 
and  that  the  Matter  of  this  Letter  afterwards 'made 
the  Subjedt  of  two  Night's- Converfacion ;  Sir  John 
'J4ordaunt  ^nd  Major  General  Coiway  ejcarpining,  and 
^Imoft  crofs  examinuig  Mr.  Clerk  concerning  every 
...•**•  '    'Matter 


E9], 
)tfalter  contained  therein,  and  a  great  deal  mpre^ 
that  the  Letter  led  to.  .  .     <  i 

Anothsr  Paper,  purporting  to  be  a  Minute,  takei\ 
in  Arlmgt0irftreet  in  Auguft  1757,  containing  an  Exr 
amination  oijofepb  Jbierry^  a  French  Pilot,  .was  Ihewi^ 
to   Mr.  Secretary  Pitt^  who  was  dcfired  to  inforoL 
the    Court,  whether  he  remembers  fuch  Examina*-, 
tion,  and  whether  the  feyeral  Perfons  were  prefentj 
who   appear  upon  the  Face  of  the  faid  Minute  to 
baye  been  at  that  Meeting  •,  to  which .  be  anfwered» 
That  the  Meeting  being  at  Lord  Hdderneffe's  Houfei 
bis  Lord(hip  held  the  Pen,  and  not  he;  that  the 
Paper  now  mewo  him  is  an  exa<9:  Tranlcript  of  what; 
was  reduced  into  writing,  as  the  Subftance  of  the  £xa^ 
minatioa  of  the  Pilot,  but  is  by  no  Means  the  whole  of 
it ;  as  he  underwent  a  very  long  and  clofc  Crofs  Exa* 
mination  for  two  Hours  together,  throughout  which 
he  eftablifhed  the  Fa£b  with  a  Readinefs  and  Pre- 
fence  of  Mind,  that  few  Men  in  higher  Life  are 
equal  to.  .   . 

A  Papbr^  entitled  Memoir e fur  la  Force  aSluelle  de 
Id  Framej  t?  les  Services^  aux  quels  Elle  eft  employee 
dans  rAtrnee  1757,—  and  dockettcd,  as  received  Juff 
28th  1757,  and  communicated,  at  a  Meeting  at 
XiOrd  Holdernejfe^s  Houfe,  to  the  Generals  ap^ 
pointed  for  an  Expedition  to  the  Coail  pf  France^ 
being  alfo  Ihewn  to  Mn  Secretary  -Pi//,  he 
was  deHred  to  fpeak  to  the  Authenticity  of.  that 
Paper,  and  as  to  us  .having  been  communicated  to 
Sir  John  Mordaunt  ■:  —  He  thereupon  informed  the 
Court,  that  the  Paper  came  through  Lord  Holdernejfe^'s 
Department,  and  was  introduced  by  his  Lordfhip  at 
a  Meetings  where  Sir  jfohn  Mordaunt  and  Major  Gc- 
jiera]  Conway  were  prefent.  Ic  was  a  Paper,  on  which 
XDUch  Reliance  w^s  had  by  the  King's  Servants,  as 
coming  from.,one  of  their  nioft  confidential  Corre* 
fpondents,  and  was  then  pro.lucfed  as  a  Pierce  of  In- 
celligence,  to -which  they  gave;  much  Credit  -,  and  a 
fubfequcnt  Prppf  of,  its  Authenticity  is,  that  Advice 
has  fincc  been  received' of  the  Court  pittance  having 

been 


If* 

been  obfiged»  upon  the  Alarm  being  taken,  ^  mireW 
her  Horle  and  Foot  Guards  frottk  Paris.  He  tAMi 
that  he  x^members  one,  or  both  of  thoft  Gfenclemen, 
(viz.  Sh:  John  Morduunt  and  Major  General  Comtntf} 
rofe  up,  and  looked  at  the  Paper  mco'e  than  once,* 
and  with  Pen  and  Ink  noted  down  fcveral  Pads  froftr 
it,  and  a  good  deal  of  Tkne  was  engaged  m  £K^ 
courfe  upon  the  Subjeft. 

Mr.  Secretary  /%/  being  afted,  whether  Copies  of 
cither  of  the  three  laft  mentioned  Papers  Were  de^ 

livcred  to  Sir  7^*» -Wi!^^^»'? 

Anfwcrcd,  he   cannot  recc^Ieft,   wheAer  Copies 

of  them  were  put  into  his  Hands  \  itom  his  Memory  $ 

he  rather  thinks  not. 

Two  other  Papers,  the  one  purporting  to  be 
««  Minutes  of  a  Council  of  War  hdd  on  Board  iho 
«*  Neptune  the  25th  of  September  ^JST*^  and  dm 
other,  "  Mmutcs  of  a  Council  of  War  held  on 
*♦  Board  the  RarmHes  28th  Sepemhr  f  757,'*  wc« 
ijicwn  to  Mr  P/7/,  who  informed  the  Cocnt,  that 
thefe  two  Papers  were  dcBvered  to  him  by  Sir  J^bn 
Mor Jaunt  in  tne  firft  Vifit,  as  he  thinks,  after  Ms  Re- 
turn ;  bemg  to  the  fame  EfieA,  ^  thofe  before  tranJP 
mittid  to  hitfi  by  Sir  Edward  Haivke. 

Mu  Secretary  Pitt  being  aiked,  by  Sir  Trthi  M«r- 
daunft  Defire,  whether  he.  Sir  Jobn^  Mordancy  dt<t 
crofs  examine  either  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ckrk^  or  the 
Pilot? 

Anfwered,  At  this  Diftance  of  Time,  and,  as  he 
then  had  no  Thoughts  of  being  examined  on  this 
difagrceable  Occafion,  he  cannot  take  upon  himfelf 
pofitively  to  fay,  by  whom  in  particular  the  Queftiom 
were  afkcd  \  but  he  knows  a  thorough  Crofs  Exami*- 
nation  was  made  by  fome  Military  Gentlemen,— — 
he  cannot  fay  pofitively  by  Sir  John^  —  in  order  te 
get  at  the  Certainty,  particularly  as  to  the  State  of 
Koch^ort. 

Being  afkcd  alfo.  Whether  the  PHot  menti<Mied  at 
the  Council,  that  the  taking  of  Fort  Fwras  by  a 
Ship  was  prafticablc  ? 

Anfwered, 


fill 

iltf«ief8d  catVitEfiea, -^  lliat  he  remembers  fh^ 
fttktog  ol  Fbrf  F<wr«  by  Sea  wa^  mentioned ;  b\xt 
Aae  iMT  wfBt  twst  from  (he*  Meeting  with  this  ]m- 
^nAoiH  thM  n«mmg  w«d  dear  about  the  t^ing  of 
Mttf  PhlOtbfSal^  hMnjhd'j4ix^  he  fouixl  no  An- 
9im  tbiK  led  Mm  '  ix>  betieve^  tbst  a  Ship  could  \yt 

SMV  eDMgb  to  F#«nti  to  batter  the  Fort;  1i6 
fliedybehad* 

A  C€B»y  of  IilftraAioM  y^z^  thdit  read^  being  firft 
jptoi^M  Oail^by  jR^in  XP^^i,  fifq;  to  be  a  trub 
ICd^  Df  thc'laftfu^ons,  ^hieh  he  received  froi^ 
Mn  Secmtaiy  j^n^  •  utidir  the  Si&n  Manual ;  and 
i(»Mch  lie  aftePMfds  delivered  to  Sir  Jd^n  MDrdrnttti 
who  read  them  in  his  Prefence,  viz. 

'  )  I  .'  -  -     -  .  .  ',  . 

n.GSQRGS  «,  . 

..:    f  Secret  IdAfnftioQA  for  oar  trafty  and  ifvelN 
;  i^.bebired^  Sir  Jalm  Mordsunt^  Knight  of  the 
.  .  .^  fiatb»  Laeufimani  General  of  onr  Forces,  whom 
f  101  have  ifqpQinted  General  an4  Commander 
.    .  .  ^  in  Chief  >oiF  ali  and^fingiilar  our  Troops  and 
,  . :  ^  Laskl  Forces  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  forr 
^  a  fedrct .  Exptditioiv  for  our  Service,  or  for 
^  fuch  other  Odmr>.  on  whom   the  Command 
'.  ^  10  chief  of  our  faid  Troops  and  Land  Forces 
f  najr  dovQlvcw    Given  at  our  Court  at  Ken^ 
^  fia^bm  d9e.5thDay  of/|§fi^,  17579  ^^  ^ 
*  Thirtjwfirfk  Year  of  Our  Reign- 
^  Hatkig  \tf  Otir  Cocmntf«>n»  bearing  Date  the 
5  thtcd  l^wf  of  this  Infbmt  appointed  You  to  be  Ge« 
^  ecraland  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  and  fingU- 
^  gttlar  Ouir  Forces  appointed  or  to  be  appointed 
^  fi>r  a  feciet  Expedition  :  For  your  better  Diicharge 
^.of  the  great  and  important  Truil  thereby  repofed 
^  in  you.  We  have  judged  it  proper  to  give  you  the 
^  &liQwsng  Jnftnjftions. 

'  ^  I.  You  fliaU  immediately^  upon  the  Receipt  of 
^  thefe  Our  Inftrudtions,  repair  to  the  Ifle  ot  WighU 
^  where  We  have  appointod  Ships  to  convey  You 
^  and  the  Foccea  ynder  your  Command  to  the  Coafts 
"  .  -  *  of 


of  France  %  and  fofoon  as  the  faid' .Forbes  Ihall^  be 
embarked.  You  (hall  accordingly  proceed  without 
Lofs  of  Time,  under  Cohvoy  of  a  Squadron  of 
our  Ships  of  War,  commanded  by  our  trufly^d 
well  beloved  Sir  Edward  H^lphj  Knight  of  thie 
Bath,  Admiral  of  th^  Blue  Squaaron  of  our  Fleets 
whom,  we  have  appointed  Cpnomander  in  Chief  c^ 
dur  Ships  to  be  employed  in  this  Eicpedition.s  ,the 
faid  Admiral^  or  the  Commander  in  .Chief  of  Our 
(aid  Ships  for  the  Time,  beings  being  ioftrufted  K> 
co-operate  with  you,  and  to  be  aiding  and  aflliting 
in  all  fuch  Enterprises,  as  by  tl^efe  Opr  InftruftioHf 
you  ihall  be  directed  to  undertake  for  our  Ser- 
vice. "   ' 

*  II.  Whereas  We  have  determined,  with  the 
Blefling  of  God,  to  profecute  the  juft  War  in  which 
we  are  engaged :  agarnft  the  Frenib  T^n%  with  the 
utmofl  Vigour ;  and  it  being  highly  expedient  and 
of  urgent  Neceffity  to  make  fome  Expeditioit,  that 
may  caufe  a  Diverfion,  and  engage  the  Enemy  to 
employ  in  their  own  defence,  a  confiderable  Part 
of  their  Forces,  .  deftined  to  invade  and  opprefs 
the  Liberties  of  the.  Empire,  and  tofubyert  the  In- 
dependency of  Europe:  And,  if  poHible,  to* make 
ibme  effeftual  Imprefilon  on  the  Enemy,  which  by 
difturbing  and  fhakingthe  Credit  of  their  publick 
Loan?,  impairing  the  Strength  and  y  Refouites  of 
their  Navy,  as  well  as  difcoaceirting,  and  in  part 
fruftrating  their  .dangerous  and  extenfive  Operations 
of  War,  may  reflcdt  Luftre  on  our  Arms,'  and  add 
Life  and  Strength  to  .the  common  Caufe:  And 
whereas  we  are  perfuaded,  that  nothing,  in  the 
prefent  Situation  of  Affairs,  can  fo  fpeedily  and 
eifentially  annoy  land  diftrefs  France^  as  a  fuccefs- 
ful  Enterprize  againft  Rocbefort :  Our  Will  and 
Pleaiure  is.  That  you  do.  attempt,  as  far  as  fhali 
be  found  pradlicable,  a  Defcent,  with  the  Jcfrces 
under  your  Command,  on  the  French  Coaft,  at  dr 
near  Rocbefort^  in  order  to  attack,  if  praiSticabId, 
and,,  by  a  'vigorous  Impreflion,  force  that  Place*; 

«  and 


^  ^ftnd  to  burn  Aid  deftroy,  to  the  uttnoft  oF  yourPowcr, 
^  all   Docks,  Magazinesi   Arfenals,   and  Shipping, 

•  that  (hall  be  fdund  there,  and  exert  fuch  other  Ef- 
•^  forts,  is  you  (hall  judge  moft  proper  for  annoying 

•  thfe  Enemy.        - 

•  '  III.  *  After  tht  Attempt  on  Rocbefort  (hall  cither 
«■  haVe  fucceeded,  or  failed  j  and  in  Cafe  the  Circum- 

•  •  ftances  of  our  Forces  arid  Fleet  fhall,  with  Profpeft 

•  pi  *Succefs,  ftill  admit  of  further  Operations  ;  you 

•  ^  next  to  confider  Port  FOrient  and  Bourdeaux^ 
' «  as  the  moft  important  Objeds  of  Our  Arms,  oh 
"«  tBcCoaft  of  France:  And  Our  Will  andPleafurc 

•  accordingly  is,  That  you  do  proceed,  fucccflively, 
'•  to  an  Attempt  on  both,  or  either  of  thofc  Placei, 

•  as-'  fhall  be  judged  pradbicablej   or  on  any  other 

•  Plate,  that  mall  be  thought  moft  advifeable,  from 

•  •  Btmrdeaux  hbnicwards  to  Havre^  in  order  to  carry 
^  and*  fpread  'with  as  much  Rapidhy,  as  may  be,  a 

-*  warm  Alarm  -along  the  Maritime    Provinces  of 

-  *  France.- 

^  ly.  *  In  Cafe,  by  the  Blefling  of  God  upon  Oiir 
•*  Arms,  you  fhbuld  make  yourfelf  Mafter  of  any 

-  *  Place  On  the  Coaft  of  France ;  Our  Will  and  Plea- 

•  *  fure  is.  That  you  do  not  keep  Pofleflion  thereof ; 

*  but  that  after  dcmblifhing  arid  deftroy ing,  as  far  as 

*  may  be,  aH  Works,  Defences,  Magazines,  Arfc- 

•  *  nals.  Shipping,  and  Naval  Stores,  you  do  proceed, 
'  ♦  ^Tucceffively,  on  the  ulterior  Operations  of  this  Ex- 

*  pedition,  according  as  any  of  them  (hall  be  judged 
'  •  adviftable,  and  may  be  performed  within  fuch  Time, 

*  aS  fhall  be  corrfiftent  with  your  Return  with  the 

*  Troops  under  your'  Command,  fo  as  to  be  in  Eng- 
'  •  land  at,  or  about,    as  near  as  may  be,  the  End 

•  *  oi  Sepiembery    nrilefs    the  Circumftances  of  Our 

*  Forces  and  Fleet  fhall  necefTarily  require  their  Ri- 

*  turn  fooner:  And  you  are  to  land  the  Troops  at 

*  Port/mouth,  dr  fuch  other  of  Our  Ports,  as  the  Exi- 

*  gency  of  the  Cafe  may  fuggeft. 

V,  *  Whereas  it  is  nccefTary,  that  upon  certaj^in  Oc- 

*  cafions  you  fhould  have  the  Alfiftance  of  a  Court- 

*  cil 


^  <:ilof  War^  Wfiuvt  thought  €k  toappoiftt  6^dh, 
[*  a  Council  which  AisAl  a^nS&  of  f«ur  ofOprPcin* 
>  cipal  Land  OiSicerB^  and  of  hi)  .eq  uadl  Niimbtt  •£ 

*  OurprindpalSeaComnundaHiiKrludii^tiKC^m 

*  manders  in  Chief  of  Our  Land  and  Sea  J^Qirro^i^x- 
.«  cept  in  C^fes  happmiDg  ac  LaxMl^  ^^latingt^jthe 
.«  carrying  on  ?o^  Miliury  Qperatiops,  ^:  tw^per- 
^  formfrd  by  Our  Land  ^orcqs  ooiyvin  irhicJ^Q»fts 
«  you  may  call  a  Couucil  «>f  Wa^  ^qmliAing  o/  jyoh 
]^  Officers  of  Our  Land  Forces  as  yw  IMi^vk 

*  proper :)  And  all  foch  Land  and  Su  QSSifstr^  in 
^  ihe  fcvcral  Cafe^  fafforfi^nicniiowd,  aie  hcne^t  rt- 
/  fpedively  directed,  frpm  Tinie  to  Time,  toii^  #id- 
/  ing  and  afiift^i^  vuh  their  Advi^c^  fi^  offeq  ^tb^f 

*  fliall  be  calted  tpgetbcr  by  yon,  fOr^ythc  (Jpni- 
r  ^  40ander  in  Chief  oi  our  SquadirOfi  :£br  t^t  B^^fjiffb : 
^  And  in  all  fuch  Councils  .of  War,  iwffaen  ai^l^eiiy 
^  Che  Majority  cf  Voices  ihaU  determine  dfte,|Ui*- 
^  lujtions  thereof  ^  and  in  Cafe  C^e  Voices  0:iM  J^ji* 
^  pen  to  be  equal,  the  Prefident  (hall  have  tja^^  c^vtm 

*  ihg  Vote.  ■      •      :     '^  '   .V  . 
Vf .  *  And  whereas  the  SuccdTs  of  this  E^j^^ion 

.  *  will  very  much  depend  ujpon  an  Mtire  good  ^a- 

;*  derilanding  b^wee^i  Our  Land  and  Sea<)^cfrs; 

.«  We  do  here4?y  ftridly  enjoin  and -require  y^,  on 

^  your  Part,  to  maintain  and  cultivare  ftichgood  Un* 

/  derftandlng  and  Agreement,  and  to  wder,  that  the 

>  Soldiers  linder  your  Command,  (hoiild  man  the 

.  ^  Ships  where  there  ihall  be  Occafion  fpr  them,  and 

,  *  when  they  can  be  fpated  from  the  Land  Service  $ 

^  as  the  Comnf)ande^  in  Chief  of  -our  Squadron  is 

«  in{lru6i:ed,  on  tis  Part,  to  entertaia  and  cui^ate 

«  the  fame  good  Underftanding  and  Agreemenc,  uad 

*  to  order  the  Sailors  and  Marinesj   <aad  ^Ifo  the 

*  Soldiers  ferving  as  Part  of  the  Complements  of  0«r 
^  Ships,  to  affift  Our  Land  Poa-ces^  if  judged  expc* 

^  dient,  by  taking  Poft  <Xi  Shore  i,  manning  3ac* 
^  teriesi  covering  the  Boats  i  iecwing  the  fafe  rekn- 

*  barkation  of  the  Troops  5  and  fuch  other  Serf  ices 
^  at  JLand,  as  may  be  conlifteju  with,  the;  Safety  #f 

*  Our 


.     C  ^5  ) 

« XHuf jFittt.  And  m  flfdtt  to  iftMUh  tbe  flria^ 
^.  UdsoQ,.  tbM  iMy  bfl^  becw^ea  you  and  the  Com^ 
^  mander  io  Chief  of  our ,  Ships»  you  are  hereby  t«r 
^  quired  to  communicate  thefe  Inftru£tions  to  him^ 
f  :mi  M  ivill  be  tdMrtiSibd  t(»  cmimufMcafie  chofe,  fce 

*  .^  ¥11;  YoQ  ifaili^  ftHMti  Tkaae  to  !f  kae,  and  as  you 
f^.iiaULiunr^Ofk|K>rtliik^   f^nd  ^^wftanl;  Ac^iiunt^  of 

*  your  Proceedbg^t,  JA  iht  foceciitapQ  of  cbefe  Our 

•  Jnftru&icms,  to  one  of  Our  prfacipat  Secretaries  of 
'  State ;  from  whom  you  will  receive  iuch  farther 

^  Ofidm  end  Bie&ioiia>  at  We:0i4y.tUi>k  fr^apoc  to 

'  'rTur  Jjvtiak  A^FotAVB,  kbcflt  inf^nsed  the  Courts 

Ithac Jk.  18 fiM in&rudefli to giveiip  aDy  Poitic,  wbe^in 

li^UBtQiiaiBl  Gcbetal  $h  J^bn  Mardim^  Aould  appear 

-ttLikmii  .ftoQEiftbe  Evktebce^  tQ  h^ve  difobcyed  his 

Mi^A^  'Ordeiii  -and:  JM:r<»Aioast  but  the  Matt<>r 

which  he  thinks  it  is  his  Dnty  xMe5y  to  >(iSft ,  upon^ 

ss  Aei^grflte^viAiipaA  OByeA  df  ^be  E^tpt^itioa^  A%  a 

D9foiMlifsce.af  the iboond.  Arcici^  iftf  xbe. Ii>ftrudioBs 

Joft.  ooar  fttid:fH-fidatis^  to  tfa^  ^^  ^ttemptkigb  40  far 

4^  tia  floidd  be  .  found  praSibai^  ^a  Decent*  with 

<ff  liii  f'arcea  -vuim.  hb  Goirimandt.  on.^hc  French 

M'.  Cbiikt^  ae,  «)f  near^  RoiA^9tt^  in  Order  to  attack, 

\f^\  lEfnotkaUe^  aad^  by  a  Ht^g^om  (c^preffioi^  fprce 

^^  that  Place,  and  to  bura  aikd/4bftrQ(^^'  |o  the  ut- 

e^  fanoft  of^  Mk  Foieefv  aU;C>C)cks^  Mag«;(ine%  Ar- 

-H  ^eiiaity  acid  Skifipiiig,  .that  Ihpvid  be  iound  there, 

r^  Md  Mniert.  iudi  other  E0orts,  a$  bqifaqiild  judge 

i^.i«wft«pfo|jerfiraniioyi>ng  difc  EnemyiV'-Tand  that 

itbe!  EMdence  iiAecided  to.  be  kid^  before  cbem  was 

^nci{»i!y.:^ppticqbfetothatpQfca^        ^     . 

^'^-'Thefokowiiig  Papers  ivere  ther>  bid  before  the 

iCdiHt  by-tbe  |ui^  Advocfltt,,  and  read  -,«-^fome  •£ 

-ijUem  a^  referring  to  tdie  above  Ipftru(3ioaa,  ipd  b^it^ 

dfai  fbe  MttiMpp  of  .fubij^ttei:^  Orders   conjirmifng, 

-^Itro^i^  tf»fercingt:an4  in  {urt  explaining  thc:  /akl 
V .  ..       I  In- 


t  i6  1 

InAtu^ioiift,  afld  the  others,  either'  as  intrddu£(6r)^ 
to  the  former,  or  as  acknowledging  the  Receipt  of 
thcm-5  viz.      ^  - 

-A  Letter  from  Sir  Jabn  Mardaunt  to  Mr.  Secretary 

Pitt,  dated  JJle  of  PFigbt^^  iith  Atfgufi  1757,  ten 

/'   at  N^ht  (proved  upon  Oath  to  have  been  received 

^    by  Mr.  Wood^  and  dpcketted  by  Mr.  Rivers^  and^ 

■•' admitted  by  Sir  JeihH  Mor daunt j  viz. 

*  *  Sir,     "      ' 

'     ^  Being  honoured  with  his  Majefty's  Command  to 

*  correspond  with  you,  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  ac- 
<  quaint  you,  that  on  my  Arrival  here  on  Monday 
^  laft,  I  was  difappointed  in  finding  none  of  the  Tranf- 
'*  ports  wefe  come  round,  and  more  fo  in  that  I  have 
»*  not  yet  been  able  to  hear  any  pofitive  Account  of 
>  them :  I  have  however  employed  this  Interval  in 
^  giving  fuch  Orders,  as  I  thought  neceflary  to  have 

*  the  Trobps  here  in  Readinefs  for  their  Embarkation 
'*' at  a  Moment's  Warning. 

■'  *  Having,  on  the  Perufal  of  my  Commillipn,  Ibme 

*  Doubt,  how  &r  lam  im  powered  to  carry  the  Sco- 
'  <  tences  of  Courts  Martial  in  Capital  Cafes  into  £xe- 

*  ciitibn,  during  iriy  abode  withinvfais  Majefty's  Do- 
^  minions,  I  fhould  be  glad,  as  loon  as  may  be,  to 
^  know  what  is  hi^  Majefty's  Intention  on  that  Head, 

*  as  there  afe  now  many  Deferters  with  us  ordered 

*  for  immediate  Trial.* 

<  I  muft  alfo  beg  Leave  to  trouble  you  further, 

*  on  a  Matter  which  occurs  to  m.c  relative  to  the  Ser- 

*  vice  I  am  going  upon  ;    which   is,   that  having 

*  fince  my  Arrival   here  converfcd  with  Sir  Edward 

*  Hawke    and    Vice  Admiral*  Knowles^    who   both 

*  feem  of  Opinion,  that  it  is  poflible,  from  the 
'  Nature  of  the  Navigation  to  Rocbefort^  the  Fleet 
^  may  be  detained  even  in  Sight  of  the  Coaft  of 

*  France  for  a  Week  or  ten  Days,  without  bc^ 
^  ing  able!  to  get   into  the  Road,  or  off  the  Ifle 

*  2)*yf/x,    during  wbicjj  Time  an  Alarm  will  ne- 

♦  ccffarijv 
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*  ceflarily  be  given  in-thofePam  ;  this  ConjunC 

*  ture  and  Situation,  if  it  fHiould  happen,  appears  to 

*  ine  fo  very  delicate,  and  equally  to  the  other  Ge* 

*  ncral  (Officers  on  the  Expedition,  who  may,  by  Ac- 

*  cldent  to  the  firft  in  Command,  cofne  to  be  under 

*  the  fame  Difficulty  (the  Succefs  of  our  Undcrtak- 

*  ing  depending,  as  I  apprehend,  on  the  Suddennefl' 
«  of  its  Execution)  that  I  fhould  be  glad,    if  ft  is 

*  thought  proper,  to  have  ^  Diredion;  how  I  am  to 
'  aft  in  that  Cafe. 

*  I  fend  this  by  aft  Officer,  who  will  take  Care  to 

*  dcli^r  it'fafdy.  I  am,  fcf r.  .  .J^.MordauM* 
Right  Hon.  f^illiam  Pill, 

Secretary,  of  State: 

A  true  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Pilt 
to  Sir  John  Mordaunl^  dated  Whilebally  lyhAu* 
S^ft^  1757  {^^ovtdhy  Mr.  JFood)  viz.  . 

•*  Sir, 

•  I  immediately  laid  your  Letter  of  the  1  ith  Inft.  at 
Night  before  the  King  -,  anjl  am  commanded,  by  his 
Majefty  to  let  you  know,  tl^at  his  Royal  Intentions 
are,  that  you  (hould,   by  Virtue  of  your  Commif* 

•  fion,  carry  the  Sentences  of  Courts  Martial  in  ca- 
pital Cafes  into  Execution,  during  your  Abode 
within  his  Majefty*s  Dominions,  fo  long  as  the 
Troops  under  your  Comrtiand  Ihall  continue  under 
their  prelent  Deftination,'  according  to  the  King's 
Orders  and  Inftruftions. 

'  With  regard  to  the  fuppofed  Cafe,  as  ftated  in 
your  Letter,  and  arifing  from  Converfation  had 
'with  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Vice-Admiral  Knowles^ 
namely,  that  it  is  poffible  the  Fleet  may  be  dc* 
tained  in  Sight  of  the  Coaft  of  France  for  a  Week 
or  ten  Days,  without  being  able  to  get  into  the 
Road  of  Rocheforl^  or  off  the  Ifle  of  Aix,  during 
which  Time  an  Alarm  will  neceflarily  be  given  in 
thofe  Parts ;  in  which  Cafe  you  cxprefs  a  Defire^ 
if  thcught  proper,  to  have  a  particular  Direftion, 
how  to  aft :  I  am  commanded  thereupon  by  the 

B  ♦  King, 


1 


^  j«k 


c 
c 
c 
ft 
i 

€ 
€ 

C 
€ 


[18] 
King,  to  fignify  to  you  his  Majefly's  Pleafure,  that 
you>  or  fuch  other  Officer,  on  whom  the  Command 
may  devolve,  do,  in  conformity  to  the  Latitude 
given  by  his  Majefty*s  Inftru6tions,  judge  of  the 
Practicability  of  the  Service,  on  the  Spot,  according 
as  contingent  Events,  and  particular  Circumftances 
may  require:  The  Kingjudging  it  highly  prejudi- 
cial to  the  Good  of  his  Service  to  give  particular 
Orders  and  Direftions  ^ith  Regard  topoffible  con- 
tingent Cafes^  that  may  arife. 

I  am,  ^c. 

Sitjohi  Mordaunt.  W.  Pin: 


A  Letter  from  Sir  John  Mordaunt  to  Mr.  Secretary 

'  Piit^   dated    Head-Quarters,  Newport y  loiYt  Au* 

guji  1757    (the  Receipt  thereof  being  proved  by 

Mr.  Wood^  and  admitted  bj  Svc  John  Mordaunt) 


VIZ. 


'Sir, 

*  1  have  the  Honour  of  your  Commands,  dated 
Jugufi  1 3th,  and  you  may.  depend  upon  it,  that  his 
Majcfty's  Orders  (hall  be  moft  punAuailypbferved. 

*  Mr,  Thames^  W|ho  has  long  been,  and  now  is. 
Agent  for  the  Tranfports,  came  here  the  17th  from 
Portfroutk'i  he  faid,  he  came  over  on  Purpofe  from 
thinking  it  his  Duty  to  inform  me,  the  Tranfports 
were  not  fufiicient  for  the  Number  of  Troops; 
I  o.wn  his  Converfation  much  puzzled  me,  as  I 
knew  our  Expedition  ihould  meet  with  no  Delay  on 
one  Hand,  and  that  the  Prcfervation  of  ihe  Soldiers 
Healths  ought,  on  the  other,  to  be  thought  on.  At 
length  1  rccollefted  two  of  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
Admiralty  were  at  Portftmutb^  to  whom  I  fent  a 
Letter,  a  Copy  of  which  I  now  inclofe  to  you  : 
Though  I  have  fince  heard  nothing  from  the  Com* 
miflioners,  or  Mr.  Thames j  I  thought  it  my  Duty  to. 
mention  this  Circumftance  to  you,  being  informed 
lall  Night,  by  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Hawke^ 

'  ihat 


^  that  an  ^xprefs  is  fent.to  the  Navy  Board  upon  this 

*  Occafion.  .         :• 

'  *  The  Troops  arc  in  great  Spirits,  and  wait  in>pa- 

*  tichtly  for  the  Tranfports. 

'I  am,  i^c. 

*  Right  Hon.  IFm.  PiU^  his  J.  Mordaunt.^  ■ 

*  Majefty's   principal     Se- 
'  cretary  of  State/ 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  John  Mordaunt  to  Thomas 
OHry  Hunter  and  Gilbert  Eliotp^  Efqrs.  Lords  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  at  Portfmouth^  dated 
Hpad-Quarters,  Newport  17th  Auguft^  xy^y^Wed- 
nefday  Night  (being  inclofed  in  the  lart  mentionetl 
Letter  to  Mr.  Pitt^  and  as  fuch  defired  to  be  read 
by  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  though  not  infilled  upon  as 
material  to  the  prefent  Queftion)  viz. 

•Gentlemen, 

*  Mr.  Thames^  Agent  for  the  Tranfports,  has  juft 

*  been  with  us,  and  fays,  he  thinks  it  his  Duty   xp 

*  mention,  that  the  Tfanfports  are  not  fufficient  ^o 

*  carry  the  Number  of  Troops.  .'.    ^ 

*  We  fend  him  with  this  Letter,  that  he  may '  ex- 

*  plain  his  Reafons  for  the  Opinion  he  gives,  and, 

*  if  you   find  them   fatisfaftoryy  we  flatter  ourfelves 

*  fome  Method  may  be  found,  without  pccafioriing-Df- 

*  lay,  tor^drefs  the  Grievance.     * 

'  1  am,  Gentlemen,  £5?f. 

(Signed)  J.  Mordaunt* 

*  To  Thomas  Orhy  Hunter  sinA 
*  Gilbert  Eliot t,  Efqrs.  Lords 

*'  Commiflioners  of  the  Ad-  , 

'*  ayr^lty,  ap  Port/mouth,^ 

A  Letter  from  Mr,  S^retary  Pitt  to  Six  John  Mor- 
daunfy  dated  Whitehall^  5th  Sept.  17 5T^  xFotir 
o'CJock  in  the  Afternoon  'the  like  being,  at  the 
fame  Time  wrote  to  S\v  Edward  Bawke^  miitafis 
nmtandis^  proved  by  Mr.  IVood)  njiz.  ' 
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*  Sir, 

*  The  Wind  haying  been  fair  for  the  Tranfpojjs 
going  to  Spitheadj  ever  fince  Friday  Morning, .  I  am 
to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Majefty  expe&s,  with  Im- 
patience, to  hear,  that  the  Troops  arc  embarked ; 
but,  if  by  any  Delay  the  Embarkation  fhould  not 
be  compleated,  when  this  Letter  reaches  you,  I  am 
to  fignify  to  you  the  King's  Pleafure,  that  the  moft 
particular  Diligence  be  employed  in  getting  the 
Troops  bti.  Board,  and  proceeding,  without  the 
Lofs  of  a  Moment,  to  the  Execution  of  your  Or- 
ders and  Inftructions  with  regard  to  the  Expedi- 
tion under  your  Care, 

^  His  Majefty  being  informed,  that  ten  Battalions 
under  the  Orders  of  Sir  John  Ugonier^  were  all 
complcatly  embarked  at  Williamftadt  within  the 
Courfe  of  the  twenty  four  Hours,  in  which  tlJey 
arrived  at  that  Place,  the  King  expeds  to  hear,  by 
the  Return  of  this  Meffenger,  that  the  Fleet  with 
the  Troops  under  your  Command  on  board  have 
proceeded  to  Sea,  in  cafe  the  Wind  permits,  agree- 
able to  your  Orders  and  Inftrudions. 

*  I  am,  &?^. 

m  Pitt. 

*  P.  S.  The  Meffenger  that  carries  this  has  my  Or- 

*  ders  to  ftay  to  bring  an  Accountof  theFlcet's  failing.* 

A  Letter  from  Sir  Jqb^  Mordaunt  to  Mr.  Secretary 
.  Pitt^    dated  Portfmoutb^    6th   Sept  ember  y   nine  at 
Night  (the  Receipt  being  proved  hjMt.fVood^ 
and  admitted  by  Sir  John  Mordaunt)  viz. ' 

*  S  I  R, 

*  I  had  this  Morning  the  Honour  of  yours  of  the: 
^  5th  Inilant,  and  can  aiTure  you,  that  not  a  Minute's 

*  Time  has  been  loft  in  embarking  the  Troops, 

'  Though  the  firft  of  the  Tranfports  did  not .  ar- 
^  rive  at  CoweSf  till  Sundi^  Evening,  we  began  the 
^  Embarkation  at  Day-break  the  next  Mornings  and 
^  continued  putting  the  Troops  on  board,  till  after  it 

•  was 
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*  xvas  dark.  We  have  followed  the  fame  Method  to 
^  day,  and  by  that  Means  {  have  now  the  Pleafure  to 
^  jcquaint  you,  that  I  finiChed  the  Embarkation  pf 

*  the  lad  Regiment  at  about  fix  this  Evening. 

'  I  beg  you  will  do  me  the  Favour  to  meojcion  to 

*  his  Majefty,  that  we  wer«  obliged  to  march  the 

*  Troops  and  Baggage  five  Miles  to  the  Place  of 
'  Embarkation,  and  that  we  were  then  forced  tp  put 

*  the  Men  in  fmall  fioats,  in  which  they  were  rowed 

*  ^bove  a  Mile,  before  they  could  embark  in  the 

*  Tranfports :  Whereas  at  fVilliamftadt  the  T^roops 

*  marched  direftly  from  the  Quay  into  the  Tranf- 

*  fports  without  the  leift  Poflibility  of  a  Delay. 

'  It  is  both  my  Duty,   and  the  Pi  ide  of  my  Heart, 
'  to  execute  with  the  utmoft  Difpatch  and  Diligence 

*  the  Orders  his  Majefty  has  honoured  me  with,  and 
^  I  flatter  myfelf  a  very  fhort  Time  will  now  fhcw  it. 

^  I  am,  tfr.  J.  Mordaunt.^  . 

^  The  Right  Hon.  Wm.  Pin: 

A  true  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt  to  Sir 
John  Mor daunt ^didXtd  Whitehall^  1 5th  September  1 757, 
(the  like.being  at  th^  fame  Time  wrote  to  Sir  Edward 
Hawke^  mutatis  mutandis^  being  proved  by  Mr. Rivers, 
and  admitted  by  Sir  John  Mordaunt.) 

'Sir, 
^  His  Majefty,  by  his  fecret  Inilruftions,  dated 
.  the  5th  Day   of  Augujl  laft,  having  direfted  the 
Return  of  the  Troops  under  your  Command,  to- 
gether with  the  Fleet  "  fo  as  to  be  in  England  at, 
'  or  about,  as  near  a^  may  be,  the  End  of  Septemr 
'  her,  unlefe  the  Circumftances  of  the  Forces  and 
'  Ships  ftiall  neceflfarily  require  their  Return  fooncr," 
I  am  now- to  figriify  to  you  the  King's  Pleafure,  that 
you  do  not  confider  the  abbve-mentioned  Time, 
limited  for  your  Return,  as  intended,  in  ^ny  Man- 
ner, to  afFcdt  or  interfere  with  the  full  Execution  of 
the  firft  and  principal  Objeft  of  the  Expedition, 
namely,    *•  attempting,  as  far^  as  fliall  be  found 
pradicabje,    a  Defcent  on  the  French  Coaft  at  or 

B3  l^  near 


near  Rochefort^  iti  order  to  attack,  if  praAicaWc, 

and,  by  a  vigorous  Irpprcffioni  force  that  Place, 

and  to  burn  and  deftroy,  to  the  utmoft  of  your 

Power,  all  Shipping,  Docks,  Magazines,  and  Ar- 

fenals,  that  fhall  be  fdund  there,  and  exert  foch 

other  EfTort<5,   as  Ihall  be  judged  moft'  proper  for 

annoying  the  Enemy.**     And  with  regard  to  any 

other  particular  Attempt,  which,  agreeably  to  your 

Orders,  you  (hall  have  commenced,   and  in  the 

Execution  whereof  you  fliail  be  aftualiy  engaged; 

it  IS  allb  his  Majefty*s  PJeafure,   thai  you  do  not 

defift  from,    or  break  up  the  fame,  merely  and 

folely  on  Accbunt  of  the  Time  limited  for  your 

Return  by  the  Inftrudiions  above-mentioned  j— but 

that,  notwithftanding  the  fame,  you  do  continue  with^ 

the  Troops  during  fuch  a  farther  Number  of  Days, 

as  may  afford  a  competent  Time  for  the  Completion 

of  any  Operation  under  the  above  Circomftances  \ 

after  which  you  are  to  take  Care  to  return  with  the 

Forces  under  your  Command,  and  the  Fleet,  in  the 

^'  Manner  direfted  by  your  former  Inftrudions. 

A  Paragraph  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  John  Mordaunt  to 
Mr.  Secretary  Pi//,  dated  Ramilies^  Rade  de 
BafquSj  ^oth  September  lysy,  acknowledging  the 
Receipt  of  the  laft  mentioned  Letter  (the  Receipt 
being  proved  by  Mr.  PTood^  and  admitted  by  Sir 

•.    John  Mordaunt)  viz. 

VS  I  R, 
-    *  Laft  ^burfday  I  had  the  Honour  of  yours  of  the 

*  15th  Inftant,   and   am  pleafed  with  thinking,  that 

*  before  the  Receipt  of  it  We  had  judged  right  in 

*  rcfolving  to  attack  Vlfie  D^Aix^    tho*  it  could  not 

*  pofTibly  be  done,   without  breaking  in  fome  JMear 

*  fure  into  his  Majefty's  Orders  in  regard   10  the 

*  Time  of  our  returning  to  England.'' 

Three  of  the  Papers  above-mentioned  (as  contain- 
ing Intelligence  proved  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt  to  have 
been  communicated  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt ^i  iey^ral 

Meet- 
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Meetings,  l)cfore  he  went  upon  the  Expedition)  were 
thenread^  viz^ 

I.  A  Letter  from  Captain,  now  Lieutenant-Colonel* 
Clerk  to  Sir  John  Ugonierj  dated,  London,  July 
i5ehi757. 

^  S  I  R, 

^  You  have  dtfired  me  to  put  down  in  writing,  wh^t 
•  I  mentioned  to  your  Excellency  in  regard  of  Rofkef or t. 
*  In  returning  from  Gibraltar  in  1 754, 1  went  alor\g 
Part  of  the  weftern  Coaft  of  France  to  fee  the  Con- 
ditions of  fome  of  their  Fortifications  of  their  Pla- 
ces of   Importance,   on  purpofe  to  judge,   if  ^n 
Attempt  could  be  made  with  a  Probability  of  Suc- 
cefs,  in   cafe  of  a  Rupture,  and   of  the  Frenfb 
drawing  away  their  Troops  to  Flanders,  Italy,  apd 
Germany,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  they  did  in  the 
laft  War.     I  had  heard  that  Rocbefort,  tho'  a  Place 
of  the  utmoft  Importance,  had  been  very  mufh 
neglected.     I  went  there,  and  waited  upon  the  Go- 
vernor in  my  Regimentals,  told  him,  that  I  w^s . 
upon  my  Way  to  England  from  Gibraltar,  and  that 
I  came  on  purpofe  to  fee  the  Place,  the  Dock,  and  v 
the  Men  of  War.      He  was  very  polite  5   I  vfas 
(hewed  every  Thing,  went  on  board  ten  Ships  lOf 
the  Line  new  built,  and  an  Engineer  attended  me 
in  going  round  the  Place.  ^ 

^  I  was  furprifed  to  find,  that  tho'  there .  was  a  . 
good  Rampart  with  a  Revetemen?,  the  greateft  Part 
of  it  was  not  flanked  but  with  Redans;  that  there 
were  no  Out- Works,  no  Covert- Way,  'and  in  ma- 
ny Places  no  Ditch,  fo  that  the  Bottom  of  the 
Wall  was  fecn  at  a  Pittance  5  that  in  other  Places, 
where  the  Earth  had  been  taken  out  to  form  the 
Rampart^  there  was  left  about  them  a  good  Height 
of  Ground*,  which  was  a  Difadvantage^to  the  Place  -, 
that  for  above  the  Length  of  a  Frpnt  there  was  no 
Rampart,  or  even  Intrenchment,  but  as  the  Ground 
was  low  and  marJby  at  that  Place,  being,  next  the 
Rive/,  there  were  fome  fmall  Pitches,  which  were 

B  4  ♦dry 
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^  dry  however  at  low  Water,  yet  the  Bottom  remaiil-' 

*  ed  muddy  and  (limy. 

*  Towards  the  River,  there  was  no  Rampart,  no 

*  Parapet,  no  Batteries  on  cither  Side.     Towards  the 
^  Land-fide,,  there  was  fome  high  Ground  very  nigh 

*  the  Place,  perhaps  at  the  Diftance  of  about  150  or 

*  200  Yards. 

'.  The  Engineer  told  me,  that  the  Place  had  re- 

*  mained  in  that  Condition  for  above  70  or  80  Year?- 

*  I  got  no  Plan  of  the  Place,  and  put  nothing 

*  down  in  writing,  for  I  found  that  the  whole.  Town 

*  ha.d  beep  talking  of  me,  and  thought  it  very  extra- 
^  ordinary,  that  I  (hould  be  allowed  to' go  about  and 

*  fee  every  Thing, 

*  I  burnt  even  fome  Sketches  and  Remarks  1  had  by 

*  me  upon  other  Places,  that  they  might  have  no 
f  Hold  of  me,  in  cafe  they  fearched  my  Baggage; 

*  and  therefore  could  only  expofe  thcmfelves,  as  I 

*  had  done  nothing,  but  what  was  open,  above  boards 
f  and  with  Permiflion. 

*  However,  as  to  Utility,   I  was  as  much  fatisfied» 

*  as  if  1  had  got  a  Plan.     In  regard  pt  the  Profil  io- 

*  de;ed,  I  haVe  thought  fmce,  that  it  wpuld  not  have 

*  been  amifs,  if  I  had  knowh  for  certain  the  exa^ 

*  Height  of  the  Rampart :  1  think  that  it  could  npc 

*  well  exceed  25  Feet.  In  Marlihiere^s  Geographical 
'*  DiSionary  it  is  called  only  20  Feet  high.  Perhaps 
f  the  Parapet  i^  not  included. 

*  I  told  your  Excellency,  that  Ihad  never  fepn 

*  any  Plan  of  the  Place ;  but  as  there  had  been  no 
f  Alteration  in  the  Works  for  fo  many  Years,  I  made 

*  no  Queftion,.  but  that  fome  old  Plan  of  it  might 
^  be  found,  which  would  correfpOnd  exaftly  with 
^  what  I  faid.     In  xht  Forces  de  V Europe^  which  I 

*  have,  there  is  no  Plan  of  Rochefort^  but  I  foupd 
f  oqe  in  the  Duke  of  Argyle\  Fdition,  which  I  bQr- 
f  rowed  find  fhewed  to  your  Excellency.  It  agrees 
f  exactly  with  what  I  faid,  and  with  the  Sketch  t 
f  dfcyy  of  \\  before  you  from  my  Memory,  except 


* 
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that  a  regular  Ditch  is  reprefentcd  every  where, 
which  is  not  the  Cafe. 

*  The  River  may  be  about  1 30  Yards  broad.  The 
Entrance  is  defended  by  two  or  three  fmall  Re- 
doubts, which  J  did  not  ke,  nor  cquld  I  venture 
even  to  go  down,   and  examine  the  Coaft. 

'  What  I  mentioned  to  your  Excelleijcy  of  the 
Method  of  infulting  the  Place,  confidering  it  upon 
the  Footing  of  an  immediate  Aflault,  I  have  not 
put  down  ;  for  tho*  it  may  be  reafoned  upon  in  a 
general  View,  yet  many  Things  can  only  be  fixed 
and  determined  immediately  upon  the  Spot.  I  was 
told,  that  there  are  never  any  Troops  at  Rccbefort^ 
but  the  Marines.  There  might  be  about  1000  at 
that  Time. 

*  By  the  Expedition  to  Port  VOrient  in  1 746,  it 
appeared  to  me,  that  th?  Country  People  in  Arms 
are  very  little  better  than' our  own,  and  that  an 
Officer,  who  poffcflcs  himfclf,  might  march  fafely 
from  one  End  of  a  Province  to  another  with'  only 
five  Companies  of  Grenadiers,  where  there  are  i^o 
regular  Troops.  They  imagine,  at  firft  they  can  fight, 
and  their  Intentions  arc  good,  till  it  domes  to  the 
Point,  when  every  Body  gives  Way,  almoft  before 
the  firing  of  a  Platoon.  *  1 

«  In  writing  this  I  have  obeyed  with  Pleafure,  a^  I 
have  always  done,  your  Excellency's  Corhmands. 

'  lam,  ^c.  Robert  Clerk* , 

Jo  Sir  John  Ligonier. 


IL 


C*6  3 


«» 


IL    A   TRANSLA.I 

T  1 0  N  of  the  Paper, 
intituled    "'  Memoire 
•*  fur  la  Force  aftuelle 
^^  dc  la  Frattc'Cy  et  Ics 
^*  Services,      auxquels 
♦*  Ellc    eft    employee 
*••  dans  L'Anne  1 757, 
(jte    fame  being  pro- 
ved by  Mr.  fVeod  to  be 
%  faithful  TrannatioD, 
and  thfe  Original  being 
at  the  fame^ime  laid 
lieforc   the   Court  fprj 
their  Satisfadion.)  viz. 


; 
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MEMORIAL 

*  Of  the  afiual  Force  of 

*  France  by  Land,  and 

*  the  Services  on  which 

*  it  is  employed  in  the 

*  Year  1757.  , 

*  rT^HEjRr^»ri>  Army» 

*  JL     at  the  Beginning 

*  of  the  prefent  Troubles, 

*  confiftcd  only  of  157,347 

*  Men,  not  including  the 

*  Militia  and  the  Invalids. 

*  It  was  compofed  in  the 

*  following  Manner, 

French 


MEMO  IRE 

Sur  la  Force  aSluelle  de  la 
France  par  Terre^  Hies 
Services  auxquels  elk  eft 
employee  dans  ,/'  annee 

'757- 

L^Armee  Franjoife,  au 
.  Commencement    des 
Troubles  prefentes^  nf  con^ 

Jifioit  qu'en  i57»34-7 
Hommes^  non  comprife  la 
jyUlice  et  les  Invalides,  Elle 
etoit  compofee  de  la  Maniere 

fuivante ; 

In- 
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•  French  Foot 

•  Artillery 

♦  Foreign  Foot 

*  King's  Houfd. 

•  French  Horfc 

*  Foreign  Horfe 
'  Dragoons 

♦  Hui&rs 

*  Light  Troops 


98,330 
4,100 

-      25,589 

Horfe3,2io 

960 

7,680 

.800 

2,158 


•157^347 

*  In  ifce  Month  of  Au- 

g^fi  ^755y  anAugmen- 
tron  was  made  of  four 
Companies  of  45  Men 
each,  in  every  Battalion 
of  the  King's  Regiment, 
and  of  four  Companies 
of  40  Men  each,  in  eve- 
ry common  Battalion  of 
French  Foot, which  made 
in  all  29,620  Men.  ^  • 

*  About  the  fame  Time 
an  Augmentation  was 
made  in  the  Dragoons, 
which  ipade  up  e^ery 
Regiment  four  Squa- 
drpns  of  640  Men,  ma- 
king in  all  2560  Men. 

*  In  the  Month  of  De- 
cimieTy  of  the  fame  Year 
^755^  an  Augmentation 
was  alfo  made  in  the 
Horfe  of  10  Men  a 
Company,  in  all  5560 
Men. 

*  The  Royal  Volunteers 
and  Fifcber's  Corps  were 
alfo  augmented  5  we  do 
not  know  exaftly  to 
what  Number ;  but,  ac- 
cording 


Infanterie  Francoife 
Artillerie 

Infanterie  Etrangere 
Maifon  da  Roy,  CavaJ< 
Cavalerie  Francoife 
Cavalerie  Etrangere 
Dragons 
Hailars 
Troupes  Legeres, 


98.330 
4,100 

25,589 

3>2io 

14.520 

-  960 

7,680 

800 

2,158 


'57.347 

Au  Mois  d^Ao&t  jysSj 
on  ft,  une  Augmentation  de 
4  Cmpagnies  de  45  Horn- 
mes  cbacune  dans  chaque 
Bataillm  du  Regiment  du 
Roy^  et  de  ^.Compagmes  Jle 
40  Hommes  cbacune,  dans 
ihaque  Bataillon  ordinaire 
de  ^Infanterie  Franj oife  : 
cequifaifoit  en  tout  29,620 
Hommes. 

Environ  le  meme  Tems^ 
une  Augmentation  fefit  dans 
les  Dragons^  qui  porta 
cbaque  Regiment  a  'j[.  Efca-- 
drons  de  640  Hommes  mon- 
tant  en  tout  a  2,560 
Hommes. 

Au  Mois  //^Decembre 
de  la  mime  Annie  iJSSr 
une  Augmentation  fe  jit  pa- 
reillement  dans  la  Cavalerie^ 
de  10  Hommes  par  Com- 
pagnie,  en  tout  5,56a 
Hommes, 

Les  Volontaires  Royaux^ 
eo  les  corps  de  Fifcher,  /« - 
rent  auffi  augmentes  ;  nous 
'ne  favons  pas  au  jufte  de 
combien,    mais,   felon   nos 

Avis^ 
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cording  t!b  our  Advices, 
this  Augmrntat  on  came 
to  680  Men,  or  therea- 
bouts. Thefe  feveral 
Augmentations  amount 
to  38,420  Men ;  and 
confcquently,  the  French 
Army    (Without  reck- 


AviSi  cette  Augnuntntion 
allot t  ^.680  HommeSf  ou 
environ.    .  V 

Toutes  cesdtfferentesAug^ 
mentationsmontenta^Zj/^ZG 
Hontmes  ;  et  par  conjequent 
VArmie  Franyoife  {fans 
compter  la  Milice  et  let  ht^ 


oning  the  Militia  and  the  j  valides^  queje  mets  au  del^ 
Invalids,  which  I  put  at  de  67  000)  efi  compajee  de 
above  67,000)  is  com-    i  g6, 000  Hommes.  Ilsant^ 


pofed  of  1 96,000  Men. 
They  have,  it  is  tcue, 
raifed  two  ^  new  Regi- 
ments in  the  Country  of 
Liege ;  but  notwithflan- 
ding  that,  their  regular 
Troops,  are  under 
20o>ooo  Men. 
'  *  The  inands  of  M- 
norca  and  Corfica^  with 
the.  Colonies  in  America^ 
take  up  25,000  Men  at 
leaft ;  they  embarked  in 
the;  Spring,  3,  or  4000 
Men  for  different  Servi- 
ces in  the  two  Indies  ; 
Marlhal  d^  Etree's  Ar-. 
my,  if  the  Regiments 
were  compleat,  would 
amount  to  92,(?oo  Men^ 
Marfhal  '  Ricbelieu^s  is 
32,665  i  a  Body  of  6 
or  7,000,  Men  muft  alfd 
be  reckoned,  which  they 
are  obliged  to  keep  in 
Garrifon  at  Toulon^Mar- 
feilles^  Cette^  Antibes^&cc. 
at  Hand  for  that  Part  of 
the  COiift. 


a  la  verite^  leve  deux  Notc^ 
veaux  Regiments  dans  ^le 
Pais  de  Liege  ;  mais  mal^ 
gre  tout  celij  leurs  Troupes 
reglees  font  au  deffous  de 
deux  Cent  Mille  Hommes. 


Les  Ifles  de  Minorque  ei 
de  Corfe  avec  les  Colonies 
en  Amerique,  occupent  au 
Mo.ns  25,000  Hommes  5 
lis  pnt  fait  embarquer^  au 
PrintemSy  3  a  4000  Hqm^ 
mes  pour  differens  Services 
aux  deux  Indes  -,  VArmie 
de  Monfteur  le  Marecbal 
d'Eftrees,  ft  les  Regitnens 
etoient  cgmplets^  iroit  a 
g  2^000  Hommes  \  celle  du 
Marecbal  de  Richelieu  efi 
de  32,665,  //  faut  auffi 
compter  une  Corps  de  6  ou 
'^  000  Hommes  J  quUls  font 
obliges  de  tenir  en  Garnifon 
a  Toulon,  Marfeilles,  Cet- 
te, Antibes,  £s?r.  a  portei 
de  cette  Par  tie  de  leur  Cote. 


ScloM 
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*  According  to  this 
^  Calculation  then,  there 
^   are      160,000     regular 

*  Troops  employed  i  there 

*  will  remain  about  40,000 

*  Men  for  all  the  Garri- 

*  fons  from  Sedan  to  the 

*  Frontitrs  oi  Swijfferland 'f 

*  as  alfo  for  thofe  of  Rou- 

*  fillon  and  Guienne^,  with- 

*  out  fpeaking  of  Flanders 

*  and  the  Coaft. 

<    We  reckon    about 

*  20,000      Men     placed 

*  fromSt.FalerytoBergue\ 

*  fo  that  we  have  all   the 

*  Reafon  to  believe  that 

*  there  cannot  be  10,000 

*  Men  more  f n  m  St.  Fa- 

*  lery  to  Bourdeaux.^ 


S^/^« '  ce  Calculi  avnc 
voila  iSoyOOo  Hommes  de 
l^roupes  feglees  employee^  ; 
//  rejiera  environ  ^o^ood 
Hommeipour  tons'  les  Gar- 
nifons  depuis  Sedan  juf- 
qu*aux  Frontiers  delaSuiffi:^ 
de  ineme  que  pour  celles  du 
RoufiUon  et de laGuituw^i 
fans  parler  de  la  Flandres 
et  de  la  Cote, 

Nous  comptons  environ 
2a,ooo  Hommes  places  de- 
puis  St.V^iktyjuJqu*  aBer- 
gue^  defafon  que  nous  avons 
tout  lieu  de  croire,  quUl  ne 
peut  pas  y  avoir  10,000 
Hommes  de  plusj  depuis  St. 
Vziery  Jufqu*  a  Bourdeaux. 


III.  The  Minute  taken  in  Jrlington-fireetj  Jugujt 

1757,  containing  the  Exanfiination  of  Jofepb  Tierry^ 

'  a  French  Pilot,  Ca  Tranflation  being  at  the  fame 

Time  laid  before  the  Court,  but  not  offered  to 

them  a&  authentick)  viz. 

*  Arlington-ftreety  Augufi  1757. 
*  IPrefrnt, 

*  Lord  Anfon,  Mr,  Secretary  Pitt, 
«  Sif  Ed.  Hawke,  .  Gen.  Ligonier, 

*  Lt.Gen.SirJ.Mordaunt,  Adm.  Knowles, 

*  Major  Geh.  Conway,       Capt.  Clarke. 

*  Lord  Holderneffe.*  , 

.1  TRANSLATION. 
«  T  E  Tiommi  Jofepb  Tit    TOfeph  Tierry  a  French 

*  ^^  erry  Pilote  Franfoi^y '  J   PUoty  born 
«  Natif  de 

*  Protcftant  de 
'  Relio;ion,  aiant  ete  exa- 

*  mine,  dit— Qull  a  ex- 

*  crce  ie  metier  de  Pilote 

'fur 


of  the  Protef- 
tant  Religion^  having  been 
examined,  faith^-"—  That 
be  has  been  for  above  20 
Tears     in    the     Employ-^ 

ment 


.  \ 


[  3^  1 
fur  les  Cotes  de  France    ment  ofa  Pikt^   on  4h& 
au  de  ia  de  vingc  ans,    Cda^s  Qf  France,  and  baS 
qu*ilafervicommepre-  ferved   as  firfi   Pilot    on 

Board  fever al  of  tbfiExtT^oY^ 


mier  Pilote  a  bord  de  di- 
vers vaifTeaux  du  Roi  ^t 
France^  &  nommemcnt 
du  Magnanime,   fur  le 
quel  il  a  fervi  pendant 
1*  efpece  de  vingt  et  deux 
Mois;  qu'il  a   conduit 
le  dit  vaifleaux  le  Mag- 
nanime plufieurs  Fois  a 
Rade  de  Vlfie  de  Aix^ 
et  qu'il  connoitbien  Ten- 
tree  &  la  fortie  de  la  ditc 
Rade;    que  le  chennel 
entre  les  IJles  D'  Olerpnj 
&  de  Rhe  a  trois  lieues 
de  large ;  qu*il  y  a  lou- 
voie  fur  le  Magnanime ; 
que  les  Bancs  qu'il  faut 
eviter  font  pres  de  la  ter- 
re  ;  qli*on  en  peut  dif- 
tinguer  lesj?r//iwj  a  une 
diftancQ     c.onfiderahle ; 
qu*il  y  a  une  Banc  nom- 
mce  le  Boiard^  dont  on 
me.  courrc    pas  grand 
rifqu^,     moiennant    les 
Brifansyqui  annoncent  fa 
fituation  •,  Que  pour  en- 
trer  a  la  Rade  ifAiXy  il 
n'  y  a  pas  de  telles  diffi- 
cultes,  qu'il  foit  necef- 
faire  d'avoir  un  Pilote 
pour    y    cohduire  .  des 
grands  vaifleaux;  qu*il  y 
a  bon  moulliage  tanten 
dedans  la  JRa^e  qu'eo  ■ 

dc- j 


King^s  SbipSy  having  been 
for  twenty-two  Months  on 
Board   the    Magnanime^ 
which  faid  Ship  he  has  fe^ 
veral  Times  brought  into  tbi 
Road  of  the  Ifle  d'Aix,  and 
knows  very  well  how  to  g0 
in  and  out  of  the  faid  Road  % 
that  the  Channel  between 
thejjlands  ^/Rhe  and  Ole- 
Fon  is  3  Leagues  broady  and 
that  he  has.  turned  it  in 
and  out  in  the  Magna- 
nime.    fhat    the   Shoals^ 
which  are  to  be  avoided  are 
near  the  Land^    and  the 
Breakers  are  to  dijiingiiifhed 
at  a  conjiderable  Dt^ance  ^ 
that  there  is  a  Shoal  called 
the  Boiard,   which  is  not 
very    dang^rousj     as    the 
Breakers  Jhew  its  Situation ; 
that  the  Entrance  into  the 
Road  of  Aix,  is  notfo  dif- 
ficult as  to .  require  a  Pilot 
to  bring  in  great  Ships  ytbai 
there   is  good    yinchorage 
both  within  the  Road^  and. 
out  at  Sea^  in  ii  andij^ 
Fathom   fVater^  "quite  t9 
Bayonne. 


^at 
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dehors  en  Mer  a  1 2  & 
14  Braflcs  d'cau  jufqu'a 
Bayonne. 

«  Que  l*IJh  de  Aix  a  en- 
yiron  fept  Miles  d^Jn- 
gleterre  dc  circuit,    & 
une  quarantaine  de  Ca- 
banes,  ou  Maifons,  raf- 
fenibles  dans  une  efpece 
dc  village;  qu*ilyaune 
Batterie  de  vingt  quatre 
a  vingt  fix  canons  de  24 
lb.de  Bale,  mais  qu'il 
n*y  a  point  de  Fortifica- 
tion ;  que  les  plus  gros 


That  the  Ille  d'Aix  is 
about  f even  Epglifti  li4iks 
in  Circumference  ;  there  art^ 
about  40  Huts  or^HGufis 
together  in  a  kind  of  VH- 
lagt  \  that  there  is  a  &z/- 
tery  of  24,  or  26  GunSj  2+ 
Pounders^  but  that  ther^ 
is  no  Fortification ;  that  the 
largeji  Ships  may  come  viry 
near  it^  and  that  the  Mag-^ 
nanime^   alone>  mght  de^ 


vaiflcaux  peuventen  ap-  \jiroy  the  faid  Battery  in 


*  prochcr  de  bien  pres,  & 

*  que  Ic  vaifleau  le  Mag- 

*  nanime  feul  pourroit  en 

*  peu  de  temp$  deftruire 

*  la  dite  Batterie. 

*  Que  le  plus  gros  vaif- 
/  eauxpeuventmonterjuf- 

*.qu*a  Vergerot^    a  deux 

*  miles  Angloifes  de  Tem- 

*  bouchure  de  la  Riviere 

*  avec  Icurs  Canons,  &  E- 

*  quipage  ;  que  la  Riviere 

*  eft  fort  ^etroite. 

*  Que  Ton  pent  mettre 

*  du^onde  a  terrt  au  nord 

*  d'uneBattcrienommee^f 

*  Fourras  fans  etre  vu  du 

*  Fort,  dans  une  praierie, 
'  ou  le  terrain  eft  fcrme  et 

*  uni,  a  la  grande  Portee 

*  desCanons  desVaifleaux. 
.   *  Quede  Tcndroit,   ou 

*  I'on  met.picd  aterre,juf- 
'  qu'a  Rocbefort  il  y  a  cinq 

*  miles  AngkifeSy  le  Che- 

'   min 


veryfhort  Tinte^ 


That  the  largeft  Ships 
can  go  up  as  far  as  Verge- 
rot,  two  Englifh  Mies 
from  the  Moutb  of  the  Ri- 
ver^  with  their  Guns  and 
Men,  that  the  River  is  very 
narrow. 

That  Men  may  he  larid- 
ed  to  the  North  of  a  Bat- 
tery called  de  Fpurras,  ont 
of  Sight  of  the  Fort,  on  a 
Meadow  where  the  Ground 
is  firm  and  levels  and  with-' 
in  Random-Shot  of  the 
Ships  Guns. 

That  from  the  Landing-, 
Place  to  Rochefoi*t,  isjiv^i 
Englifli'  Miksj  the  iLoad 
dry,  and  not  interfeSted  ei- 
ther 


tin 


min  fee,  &  n*c{k  point 
coup6  par  des  fofles,  ny 

de$  marai^. 

*  QHclavilleeftprefqbe 
entourree  par  un  ram- 
part, maisque  Pehdroit, 
qui  aboutit  a  la  Riviere 
des  dcnx  cotes,  il  n*y  a 
point  de  mur  Tefpace  de 
foixantepas,  qtiin'eftfer- 
me  fifnplcment  que  par 
uneBarriere  pu  Palilade, 
ct  que  le  terrain  pour 
aborder  les  dites  Pali- 
fades  n'eft  coupe' d'au- 
cun  Foffe/ 


ther  hy  Bitches\  or  Mordjs, 


That  the  City  is  almofi 
furrounded  with  a  Ram- 
part^ but  that  on  both  Sides ^ 
in  that  Place  which  ends  at 
the  River  there  is  no  Wall^ 
for  the  Length  of  fixty  Pa-- 
cesy  the  Inclofure  being  only^ 
a  Bar  or  Palifad^^  and  the^ 
Ground  to  come  up  to  the-^ 
Palifade  is  not  interfered 
by  any  Foffe. 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  Clerk  who 
was  employed  as  principal  Engineer  on  the  Ex-, 
pedition,  being  fworn  and  queftioned,  .Whether  he 
was  at  any  Time  at  Rocbefort  ? 

Anfweredy  Yes,  in  the  Year  1 754. 

^  Whether  he  at  any  Time  wrote  a  Letter  ta 
Sir  John  Ligonier  touching  the  State  or  Strength  of 
Rochefort  ? 

A,  He  did  in  the  Month  of  July  Uft. 

The  Letter  before  read,  which  bears  date  the  15th. 
of  July  1757,  being  (hewn  to  him,  he  faid,  that  the 
fame  is  of  his  Writing,  and  is  the  Letter  he  now  re- 
fers to;  the  Contents  of  which  he»  remembers  per- 
fedly. 

Being  defired  to  difclofe  to  the  Court  any  Matter^ 
other  than  contained  in  the  faid  Letter,  which  he. 
judges  material  for  the  Information  of  the  Court,  as 
tending  to  fhew  the  Prafticabihty  or  Imprafticability 
of  an  Attack   upon  Rochefort y  fo  far  as  the  fame  was^ 
communicated  to  Sir  John  Mbrdaunt ; 

He  depofcd,  that  on  the  26th  of  September  laft 
he  went  to  the  Ifle  of  Aix  to  examine  fome  of  the 
principal  Officers  of  the  Fort,  t®  fee  if  he  could 
procure  from  them  any  Information  in  Regard  to 

3  Rocbefort. 
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RocbeforL  :  He  examioed  two  or  three  at  firlj,  but 
found  they  would  give  him.no  diftinft  Anfwcr,  oil 
whicb  t^  refolvcd  to  dine  with  t^hem,  and  pafs  the 
Day.— *-Afcer  Dinner^    he  told  them*  that  he  had. 
fpoke  to  two  or  three  of  the  Company  in  Regard  to. 
the  Strength  of  Rockefprt  and  other  Places  On  the 
Coaft>  but  ihat  they  ieemed  very  much  afraid  of 
giving  him  the  fmalleit  Degree  of  information,  but: 
chat  their  Caution  was   needlefs, .  a3  he  knew  the- 
State  of  thofe  JPlaces  as  well  as  any  of  them :  Oa. 
which  he  took  out  his .  Pencil,  and  drew  a  flight 
Sketch  fir  ft  of  Rochelk^  defcribing  it$j  i^eak  Parts»' 
and  then  began  and  dcfcribed  in  the  fame  Manner. 
the  Town  of  RocheforL  .  He  did  not  immediately/ 
aik  their  Opinions  to  confirm  what  he  had  faid,  but 
took  the  Engineer  with  hifai,  who  was  one  of  the» 
Company,  and  walked  round  the  Fort;  and  in  the 
Way  told  him,  that  there  had  been  a  Difpute  between. 
him  and  one  of  his  Acquaintance,  who  kjiew. nothing 
of  the  Place,  but  by  Hear  fay,  whqthet  Y'^ater  could 
be  thrown  round  the  Town  pf  Roche  for  t^  and  the  Ditch 
filled :.   The  EjUgiflepr  anfwcred,  it  was  impoflible» 
upon  Account  of  the  Hdghth  of  fbn^e  Parts  oftho 
Ground:  The  Engmeer  added,   that  he  had  oftea 
been  at  Rocbtfort^  but  that  he  could  not  give  fo  parn 
ticular  an  Account  of  it,  as  he  had  done ;  for  hes 
had  not  examined  it  with  the  greateft;^Actentioa,  hav- 
ing always  confidered  it,  as  an  ppen-Placc.--T-Thi»^ 
Circumftance,  he  (Lieut.  Col.  Ckrk)  communicated 
to  Sir  John  Mordmni  the  next  Day  (being  the  27th) 
at  9,  o'clock  in  the  Morning,  and  likewife  to  Maj6r 
General  Cormoy^  as  they  were  walking  .together  on  the 
Top  of  the  Donjeon  over  the  Gateway  of  the  Fort.aq 
the  toe  q{  Jix.  The  Apfwer  Sir  John  M^rdaunf  gave 
him.  at  tl^e  Time  was,  that  he  was  of  Opinion,  na 
predit  could  be  given  to  what  a  French  Mt^int^v  faid 
on  ^uch  a  Subje^,  an4  afkedtjiiq  Deponent,  if  be 
was  in  the  French  Engineer's  Sitiiation^  whether  he 
would  have  given  any  Information  of  that  kind :  .He 

C  /.         replied^ 
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ftpBcd,  "  Different  Mentiave  different  Charadcrs  i 
•♦  for  my  Part  I  believe  him." 

Beiagalked)  Whether  he  was  fent  by  Sir  John 
Jskrdaimt  ta  the  lik  of  ^x  at  this  Time  to  get  In- 
formation  ? 

jlnf(»ereii  No;  not  at  this  Time. 

Aiked,  Whether  he  had  zm  Recommendation  to 
the  Governor  of  Ri>tbef$rty  which  procured  him  the 
Civility  be  met  with  in  being^  {permitted  to  view 
csrcjpy  Thing  ? 

:  Anfwtredy  No  \  that  he  appeared  in  ht^  Regfmcn* 
tjdS'  opcnty  $  that  he  has  travelled  a  great  di^al .  in 
lirafuej  and  always  in  his  R^imentals^  and  never 
vnas  refufcd  feeing  any  Ptace,  but  once  at  Cette^  and 
thai  by  a  vcaf^i  jparticul^i^  Man,  whd  rdhied  the  La- 
dies PermiCicm  ta  walk  in  the  Gardens.  ^ 

Being  queftioned  (at  the  DeftPe  of  ^itjchn  Mor- 
dMuni)  What  ifij  meant  by*  the  Expreffiofnof  *'  a  Front*' 
ijled  iff  hh  Leftter  ? 

jinfweredi  He  reckons  it  at  a  eonmioh  MedRuh) ; 
diinks  gf2o  or  ^oo  Yards.  • 
."^  If  2l»  ^bla  PUMck  Engineer  had  as  many  Wcrk- 
men  as  be  wanted  at  Roeh^orfy  how  long  it  wouki 
taketothroW  up  fuch  an  Efitrenchmenr,  as  would 
make  it  equally  fecur^,  agalnft  a  Coup  de  Main^  with 
Ae  reft  or  the  Works  ? 

-  A.  Ev^iry  Body  knows  the  DiJHcttlty  of  anfwering 
ft  Queftion  ojf  this  Kind,  as  it  depends*  nvuch  on  the 
Nature  of  thi^  Ground ;  likewife,  what  may  be  the 
Opinion  of  a  very  able  Engineer,  much  foperior  to 
what  he  pretends  to  be,  might  hot  entirely  ^S^^  ^^ 
bis  Sentiments ;  for  his  F&rt,  be  reckons^  ti^t  Ram- 
part was  conftruAed  in  fo  abfard  a  Manner^i  and  the 
Circumftance  of  the  Ditch  fuch,  that  he  imagines  it; 
not  impoffibles  that  fueb  an*  Entrenchment  mi^c  be 
ihrown^  up,  fo  as  ta  put  it  on  a  Footing  with  the 
feft  of  the  Plaee  in  a  few  pay&Time;  he  cannot 
Anfwer  the  Qpeilion  with  moie  Prctifion, 

It  being  IThro^  ^'^Clock^  wj!i^iirr«fi  tiB  Tomorrow 
Wtorning  10  o'clock. 

Xburjiajy 
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Thursday^  December  15,  ^JiJ* 
TK^E  CDORT  bfcing  met  purfuant  to  Adjournment^ 

lAjsiat^mTit  Colonel  Ckrk  wa$  again  c^Ulcd  in,  and 
^g,efti(^n«ed)  a^  m^ixtipn  is  made  in  bU  Evidence,  of 
the  Hcigbth  of  fome  Part  of  the  Groujoci^— -Wbcthdr 
«hc  In^qu^Hty  of  the  Ground  at  Rochefor.t  '\%  fuch,  that 
^oy  pact  of  the  Diich  snuft  be  confiderably,  above. Hijgh 
.Water  M^rk  ?'      . 

Jffwisr^^  He  p^nceives,  the  upper  Part  is  conli- 
iderabiy  higher,  than  tbc  High- Water  M^rlj ;  though 
it  is^  very  di^cult  to.judge  of  the  Level  of. Ground 
with  the  Eye. 

^  Whether  be  made  any  Enc!juiry  into  the  State  of 
RocBefoi%  af£:cr  their  Arrival  in  the  £tf/f.iy^.  Road^^e- 
/pre  the  25tb  ,of  Sep^mi^^r  ? 

,A.  On  ibe  a4th,  he  wi^  fent  by  Sir  JM»  MordmHt 
from  the  Ramliesv  which  was  lying  in, the  Road  of 
&f^¥^.  <  to.  ibfi  Iflte  of  4(^5  io  exaipine  wbajt  PTifonera 
he  could  find,  who  had  been,  ayt  Rocb^ort\  4nd>  ^  . 
the  faiiie  Trime  to  recohaoitre  the  Pointy  M^bich  ryns 
i^xxiirom  BotKKas :  He  vjent  to..tbe  Ifland,  vehrehe 
fftund  C^taia  fimiltoru  Aid.de  Canop  to  Major  Ga- 

ntr^l  Conway  y  who* told  him,  that  Majpr  GeneraJ 
Conway  had  takeii  fuch  Prifoners^  a$.  he  found  ena- 
ble of  giving  any  fatisfadtory '  Account;  on  Bo^rd 
^hip  with  hw  ;  upon,  which;  after  fpeakihg  to  fbme 
pf  the  Piifonecsj  and  npi  receiving  any  Siatisf^AiojU 
awi  ^iftg  bimfelf  the  lefe  Trouble,  gs  Major  iiene- 
r^  e(irm(ky.  had  done  ijigt  Part  already,  he  went  Oft 
Bo^rdaSbip ;  and,  after  Dinner,  aiked  Captain  ^<m; 
tft  g|>  alwg  with  hioitoceconnoifre  the  Polm  of  iia^ . 
fAi^  aod  pfopofcd  to.  him  to  go  on  Shore*  which  iKf3 
ag^reed  to:  Tb^y  went  accordingly^  a&  did  alio  Mb. 
Agr^  and.  Mr.  WHUajM  v  and  after  .Waiting  a  Couple 
of  Miles  oVfFa  fppogy  Ne<:jli:  qf  Land,  whifih  is 
Ayer&)»ed  at  High-Waiw,  th?s  cas^wa  upon  th^  fyr 
Hd  Continent^  when  he  thought  it  not  prjMcr  to  pa*- 
c^d  any  farther  5'  left,  if  they  ventured  bcyoiid  the 
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Neck  of  Land,  they  might  be  furrounded,  or  cut 
off*.  They  faw  Fouras  diftindly,  that  is  to  {ay,  the 
Walls  5  they  could  not  fee  the  Fortifications,  as  they 
viewed  it  by  Moon-light,  and  believes,  upwards  of 
an  Engli/b  Mile  diftant  -,  they  alfo  faw  'a  Fire,  like 
the  Flaih  of  a  Pan,  about  a  Mile  off,  which  made 
him  propofe  to  return  on  Board  Ship  :  Mr.  BaydfsixA^ 
he  heard  a  Fuzce  go  off;  but  the  Deportent  cannot 
fay,  he  did : They  heard  afterwards,  from  a  Bat- 
tery or  Redoubt,  (which  is  called  Fort  c^ Aiguille)  a 
Beating  to  Arms  -,  they  heard  it  very  diftinftly ;  but 
he  cannot  fay  at  what  Diftatice. 

^  If  he  can  recolledl,  how  the  Wind  was  at  that 
Time? 

A.  It  was  perfeftly  calm. 

i^  Did  he  make  any  Obfervations  in  that  Walk  ? 

A*  He  don't  remember  any  thing  of  Confequencc  j 
tie  reported  it  nexf  Morning  to  Sir  John  MordaufU.- 

j^  Whereabouts  he  went  on  Shore  ? 

A.  At  the  Point  of  Land  called  Ifle  Denis  ^  it  runs 
out  from  Fort  Fouras. 

^.  Did  he  land  immediately  on  the  Shore  ? 

A.  They  landed  on  a  Rock,  between  which  Rock 
^nd  thfi  folid  Continent  is  the  fpongy  Ground  he  has 
Ipoken  of* 

^  When  did  he  leave  Gihr altar? 

A.  In  Bep ember  1753. 

^  As  he  mentions  in  his  Letter  having  been  at 
J^^cbefort  in  the  Year  1754 ;  Whether  he  has  at  any 
Time  in  the  Interval  of  three  Y^ars,  between  that 
and  1757,  mentioned  the  Obfervations  he  made  there  ? 

A,  He  has  fpoke  of  them  to  one  or  two  People, 
who,  he  believes,  may  have  mentioned  them  \  and 
indeed,  he  fpoke  of  them  with  an  Intention  they 
fliould^  be  mentioned.  The  Letter  to  Sir  John  Uga- 
7tiirw2L9  wrote  by  Sir  Johrfs  Order,  and  arofe  from 
vfome  Converfation,  which  had  before  pafled  on  the 
Subjed,  Sir  John  defiring  him  to  put  his  Obfervations 
^  Writing. 


1^7) 

^  Whether  he  had  any  Difcourfc  with  Sir  Jobn  U- 
gofiieTj  in  relation  to  Rochefort^  before  July  i757f 
being  the  Month,  in  which  his, Letter  is  dated  ? 

A,  He  does  not  know,  that  he  mentioned  any 
Thing  of  Rocbefort  to  Sir  John  Ligonter  in  particular,, 
hciorcjuly-ijgj. 

^.  (By  Deiire  of  Sir  John  Mordaunt)  Could  he 
obferFC  any  Bank  or  Dyke  at  Rocbefort^  which  fepa- 
rated  the  dry  Fofle  from  the  wet  one  ? 

A.  He  remembers  none  ;  he  is  abfolutely  clear  in 
his  Opinion,  it  was  impoffible  to  let  the  Water  in  all 
round. 

^  (by  the  Court.)  Whether  if  he  had  been  jn 
Rocbefm^ty  and  the  Defence  of  the  Place  had  be^  left 
CO  him,  as  anEngineer,  and  he  had  had  ten  Days  Notice 
of  a  Force  marching  up,  he  could  have  put  it  in  a  fuf- 
ficient  Pofture  of  Defence  againft  a  Coup  de  Main  ? 

A.  N04  but  that  depends  greatly  upon  the  Num* 
bcr  of  the  Garrifon.  He  explained,  that,  what  he  un- 
derftands  by  ^Coup  de  Main  istiaking  a  Place  in  one^ 
two,  three,  or  four  Days  Time,  without  a  regular  At- 
tack. 

^  Could  it  have  been  attacked  without  opening 
Trenches? 

A.  Yes. 

^  Had  they  fcaling  Ladders  with  them  ? 
.  A..  They  had  fcaling  Ladders  30  Feet  high  \  and 
the  Ramparts  at  Rotbefort  were  bur  45  Feet  at  the 
higheft,  taking  in  the  Parapet ;  for  in  his  Letter  to 
Sir  John  Ugonier,  he  put  down  civery  thing  at  the 
highelt. 

^  If  Rocbefort  could  not  have  b^en  taken  under 
thrc^  or  four  Days,  whether  Artillery  would  not 
have  been  neceflary  to  facilitate  the  taking  of  the 
Place  ? 

A.  Undoubtedly,  Artillery  would  have  been  pro- 
per ;  but  perhaps  not  abfolutely  necefiary. 

^  Had  they  fuch  Artillery  ? 

-/f.  They  had  Artillery  for  that  Purpofe;  and  As 
mucbi  as  he  judged  proper,  viz.  Six  24  Pounders, 
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and  fbur.i;2  Founders,  together  with  (jpar«  Carn^es* 

^  fooes  he   think  the  Artillery  could  have  been 
landed  wi A  tolerable  Eafe  ? 

A.  He  thinlcs,  very  eafily»  ztCba^elailhn  Bay. 
^  Whether  that  is  on  theA^rib<?/(?r/Side  of  tv.tCbarentef 

A.  Yes. 

^  How  near  <:ould  the  Transports  come,  in  order 
to  land  the  Troops  ? 

A.  The  Report  of  the  Rear- Admiral  jind  Captains 
of  Men  of  War  anfwers  that  Queftion, 

^  (At  Sir  John  Mordaunf^  Defire)  What 'Day  he 
made  himfelf  Mafter  of  the  Nature  of  the  Coaft  ? 

A.  The  firft  he  heard  of  the  Report  qf  the  Rcar- 
Admiral  and  Captains  was  from  Captain  S^^^i!f  fTfi 
the  25th ;  and  he  was  afterwards  more  fully  informed 
on  the  28th,  and  in  the  Way  home. 

^  Does  what  he  lays,  in  regard  tp  landing  ths 
.Artillery,  arife.  from  an  Opinion  h«  for  me  ji  upon  the 
Spot,  or  what  he  has  heard  fince  ? 

A.  He  fornied'that  Opinion  on  the  Spot*,  on  any 
Tandy  >  Beach,   he  imagines,    wherever  Troops  can 
land,  Aftillery  can  be 'landed. ' 
-    S^  Was  he  ever  prefcnt  and  aflifting  at  tlie  At- 
'lack  of  any  Place  ? 

A.  He  was  at  the  Siege  of  Bergen- op-zoom^  a  Vo- 
lunteer, and  taken  Prifoner  ^the  Day  of  the  Aflkult ; 
he  was  alfo  at  Port  POriept^  Engineer  in  Ordinary, 
which  410W  -^ves  the  Rank  jof  Captain  ^  and  went  a 
Volunteer  with  Sir  John  Mor daunt  to  OJiend^  but  they 
.^  not  iirrive,  till  after  the  Siege  5  lie  fawthe  Attack, 
and  wal5  afterwards  in  the  Trehches. 


,/  t   .- .   . .  •  t 


,^  CDLDNEL  JAMES  iVOLFE,  (emplpyed  as 
JCi^iarter-Mafter-Generi  on  f he . "Expedition)  being 
fworn^  >nd  defired  to  declare  whatever  he  knows  ma- 
Iterial  ffn*.  t\^  Information;  of  the  Cour^'  pending  to 
IhdVr  the  J'radfcicabilitjr,  or  impta^icabiUfy,. .  pf  a  Dc- 
fcent  oh  f hp  French  Q)afty  in  Qr^iei;  to  an  fAnack  up- 

.pn Rocbrfort  at ,. any  Tiine  while  thp  Expeditioh  was 

fMi'Fpotj—pepofed^  T\i^k\t'^ohnM^^  fenc 
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Cotend  JH^OfJ^   Lieutenant-Colond  li/fymr^^  and 
himfelf,  on  the  29th  of  Sepiemhtj  toTicw  rtfe  Bay  oF 
^iaifbMm.    They  went  firft  -oh  board  die  V^er 
^ioop»  whtcb  anchored  near^ft  to  thr  Land,  and  had 
Jbut  a  very  iikiperfeA  View  of  the  Land  from  thence  5 
•Cokmel  i&owri  in -particular  had  a  good  deal  of  Con- 
iwriatiotL  ^ich  the  Captain  of  tire  Sloop,  with  regard 
.tx>  the  Ohiervatiof^s  be  had  made.   Not  thinking  they 
&W  any  thing  diftinQ/ly  enough  from  thence  to  mike 
iZ  Report  upM,  they  wenft  in  a  Boat,  and  rowed  with- 
in the  gneat  Bay  of  Cbdiekillony  withitl  a  Mile  and  a 
.half  of  the  Coidft,  being  as  heara$  they  could  venture 
wilA  Safety  5  \3nd 'the  Report  they  made  to  Sir  John 
Afyrdaunty  wixen  th«y  'returned  was,  rhat  they  had  n6t 
,&ca  any  Esttrenith^nts,    Redodxs^   Baiceries,    or 
Tfoop^,  to  |)revcttt  their  landing  in  the. great  Bay  of 
.CbanlatUm :  Thwt  tfcey  had  fcen  fix  iHcCes  of  Artil- 
lery upon  rthe  Point  of  CbaieJaillony   ahd  ,that  the 
.Sand  Hills tjp the  Shore  werehrgh  enough  to  conci&al 
.the  Motions  xf  any  Troops  behind  them  (even  Horfe 
he  believes)  from  Boats  rowing  to  the  Shore.     They 
further  repokrtody  wh'At  Information  they  had  received 
vfrora  the  GuptaiA  »f  the  VipeTy  namely,  That  fonje 
J3ays  before  ch&t,  hebadfeen  a  Nl  umber  of  Men  on 
•the  Coaft  with  Colours  (but  tbe  Captain  could  nQt 
afeercain  the  Norfibcr)  marching  from  the  Side  Qf 
JRockelk  to  the  gr^t  Say  of  Cba^larU(my  xlown  to  the 
jkft  of  the  Pbint,  and^that  thofe  Men  had  been  work- 
ing in  the  Sand  Hills  three  or  four  Days,  he  is  not 
ftrrc  which,. and  had  changed  the  Form  of  them.— JSe 
added,  that  before  -they  went  out  of  the  Fipery  they 
faw  (bmeGuatds,  or  Bdfts,  upon  the  Shore  of  the  leflcr 
Bay,  juft  upon  the  Edge  of  the  Coaft. 

;Bett]g  aftsed.  Whether  their  R'eport  was  made  pre- 
view, or  fiitbfequent,  to  the  Refolution  taken  of  re- 

Aolmred,  it  was  made  abdut  Five  o'Clock  in  the 
lEventngofitbe  29th;  he  cannot  fay,  whether  befom 
cir3i6ertthst  Refolqtion,  as  4ie  does  not  know  at  what 
Timejcf  the  I>ay  tint  Refelution  was  taken. 

C  4  Being 
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Being  aflccd^  Whether  ever  he  Was  fcnt  out  to  rc*^ 
Cohnbitre  before  the  agth  ? 

.  Anfwered,-  That  he  Was  not  fent  out  to  reconnoitre 
tefore  ;  but  went  out  by  Sir  John  MQriaunt\  Leave, 
rather  than  being  fent,  about  one  o'clock  of  the  zjd^ 
'during  the  Attack  of  the  Ifle  of  AtK^  and  came  to  the 
Fort  a  little  while  after  it  furrendered.     He  landed, 
and  got  upon  the  Ramparts,  and  frotA  thence  viewed 
Four  as  and  the  Land  about  it  \  he  ftayed  as  little 
while  as  he  could,  and  then  returnecl  immediately  to 
the  RamilieSj  which  was  anchored  at  a  confiderable 
'Diftance  from  the  Ifle  df  Aixj  and  made  a, Sort  of  a 
Report,  of  what  he  had  obfef  ved,  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
and  Sir  John  Mordaunt,    He  mentioned  the  ^Situation 
.  of  Fourasy  as  it  appeared  to  him,  and  took  Notice  df 
what  he  thought  to  be  the  Strength  of  it,  to  the  Ad« 
miral  and  the  General,  which  he  was  induced  to  do, 
as  nobody  elfe  within  his  Knowledge  had  done  it, 
and  took  this  Liberty  of  faying  to  Sir  Edward  Hawki^ 
that  he  believed,  if  the  Depth  of  Water  would  allow 
of  coming  near  enough,  a  Ship  would  batter  it  down 
veryeafily,  or  at  leaft  would  fo  far.  take  the  Fire  of 
the  Fort  upon  the  Ship,  that  the  Troops  might  very 
fafely  land  round  about  it  ^-^what  be  fpoke  of  the 
Land  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Fort  was  from  Conjccr 
ture  only*     Sir  Edward  Hawke  at  that  Time  feemed 
to  embrace  the  Propofal  with  a  great  deal  of  Wai^mth, 
and  Sir  John  Mordaunt  ib  far  approved  of  it,  that  he 
has  been  told,  that  Sir  Jobn^  and  the  other  Generals 
the  next  Day  made  the  Propofal  in  a  more  formal 
Manner  to  the  Fiag-Officers, — The  Deponent  bc- 
^  lieves,  he  faid  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke^  that,  as  he  fup- 
pofed,  the  Pilot  of  the  Magnawme  could  very  well 
inform  him  of  the  Depth  of  Water ;  and  as  the  Ad- 
mirals and  Generals  did  not  appear  to  difapprove  of 
his  fpeaking  upon  that  Point,  he  juft  hinted  to  Sir 
kdward  Hawh^  that  it  might  not  be  amifs  td  caufe 
fome  Diverfion  on  the  Side  of  Rocbelkj  to  divide  the 
Enemy's  Attention,  which  he  apprehended  might  be 
done  by  means  of  the  Bomb-ketches  \  he  mcntians 

this 
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this  particularly,  as  Sir  Edward  had  fo  far  agreed  to 
it,  that  he  fent  both  for  the  Pilot  and  the  Bomb- 
ketches  up  from  the  life  pfJix  chat  Night,  as  he  be- 
lieves, the  Deponent  having  fuggefted  to  him  his 
Opinion,  that  there  was  not  a  Moment's  Time  to  be 
loft^-^Thc  next  Morning  the  Deponent,  not  having 
been  able  himfelf  to  fee  the  Ground  on  the  other  Side 
FimraSj  fpoke  to  the  Pilot,  and  afkcd  him  fonxe 
Qucftions  concerning  that  Ground,  particularly, 
-•whether  a  Body  of  Men,  being  conveyed  in  Boats  or 
•Cutters,  could  be  landed  during  the  fuppofcd  Attack 
by  Sea,  between  Fouras^  and  b  ort  la  Pointer  fo  as  to 
ciit  oflf  the  Communication  from  Rocbefort.^  The  Pi- 
lot feemed  clearly  to  undcrftand  his  Notion  of  the 
Attack,  and  of  landing  at  the  fame  Time-  on  both 
Sides  the  Fort,  and  told  the  Deponent  he  could,  o!r 
believed  he  could,  (he  cannot  fay  pofitively  which) 
take  the  Magnanime  up  to  batter  the  Fort ;  as  alfa, 
that  the  landing  between  Fouras  and  la  Pointe  was 
very  pradttcable,  fuppofing  the  Fort  to  be  attacked, 
as  propofed,  at  the  fame  Time/ 

Being  alked,  at  the  Defire  of  Sir  John  Mordaunt, 
whether,  on  the  Evening  of  the  23d,  Sir  Edward 
Hawks  did  not  tell  him,  that  he  intended  tl^e  next 
Morning  to  fend  up  a  Ship  to  batter  Fcuroj  ? 

Anfwered,  He  underftood  Sir  Edward  Hawkers 
Intentiohs  to  be  fuch. 

Aiked,  (by  the  Court)  What  Number  of  Men  he 
Apprehends  could  have  been  landed  in  the  Boats  ? 

Anfwered,  In  all  the  Boats  of  the  Fleet  he  con- 
ceives 22  or  23  Hundred  Men ;  he  means.  Infantry.. 

Alked,  (by  Defire  of  Sir  John  Mordaunt)  What 
Number  of  Troops,  under  a  good  Officer,  might 
have  been  fufficient  to  prevent  their  Landing  in  Cha- 
tefailhn  Bay  out  of  Boats  ? 

Anfwered,  This  is  only  Matter  of  Opinion,  and 
depends  intirely  on  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Officer ;  but 
according  to  his  Notions,  he  (hould  imagine  a  tho«- 
fand  regular  good  Foot,  and  two  or  three  hundred 

Horfe, 
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Horie»  exdu6vc  of  Art'rUcrj^  ^  would  riiflke:  it  ybt|f 
difficult  f(or  az  or  ig  Hundred.Mcin'Co  iaad  daere. 

.Aflked,  (by  the  Gpurc)  wbeii  iht  Mot  wwi  in  dilb 
Boats,  how  hv  had  cfaey  cor<>iv  -jU)  Land  ^f 

Anfwered,  The  Traniporcs  wetc  anchored  at  di& 
ferent  Diftances  ^  they  were^  oois  ^ith  another,  ^boM, 
four  or  five  Miles  from  the  Shore*. 

A^ed,  In  whatJBoacs  theMcAwece  kitendod^G  be 
landed  i  » 

*  •  _ 

Anfwered,  In  the  Long  boats  of  the  Mop  .«f  War 
and  TranfportSft  which  muft  have  been  towed  by  the 
Row-boats  and  Pinnaces,  as  4he  Wind  was  oflfS^ore; 
en  the  2itb»  When  ttje  Wind  was  fair,  he  believer 
it  niight  be  pofiible  to  fet  Sail  for  the  Purpofe  of 
landing.r-Tbe  Tranlports  had  :eacl)  of  them  a  Long- 
boat, and  moft  of  them  twO:  or  three  rowing  Boats. 

Afked,  How  near  he  was  at  any  Time  to  Foi?t 
Ffuras?       -       \ 

Anfwered,  The  neareft  Ditlaoce  he  ever  was  to 
Fort  fouras  was  on  the  J^ctfjeon  at  the  Ifle  of  Aitt^ 
which  is  about  five  Miles  from  th$  Fort,  as  bfi 
judges, 

Aiked,  How  near  the  Sand  Hills  ^n^re.  to  the 
Water?. 

Anfwered,  They  fcerocd  to  berprctty^near  at  High 
Water  •,  they  are,  as  they  fay,,  about  Fifty  Yards 
from  High-Water  Mark. 

Afked^  At  what  Diftance  the  landing  codd  be 
made  from  the  Six  Pieces  of  Artillery  mentioned  in 
bis  .Evidence  ? 

'  Anfwered,  That  it  depends  on  4;bc.  navigating  of  the 
^oats ;  but  he  conceives  it  poflible  to  iaml  itieirely 
-out  of  the  Reach  of  th^t  Artillery. 

Af^ed,  How  does  he  compute^  the  ^2  or  a^^bun- 
dred  Mefi,  which  he  fuppofes  could  baveboen  landed 
at  once?-  '  ' 

'Anfwered^  Sir  John  Mordauni^  h(y  rbis  Ordain  on 
the  2  8th,  had  .provided,  that  the  JBo^s  /hould.  Afl^t  49e 
too  much  crowded ;  and  the  Deponent  took  tome 
Sains  to  enquire^  how  many  Men  had  been  embark- 
ed, 
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mi^  Aid  how  ihany  tvere  intended  to  be  ^iflbbitfktd'; 
^nd  from  thenoe  he  made  this  Calculation;  but  ^daii- 
riiot  {)retend  to  be  txafb. 

REAR-ADMIRAL  THOMAS  BRODRIGK  te- 
*if)g  fworn^  was  a&cd^  What  Day  the  Fleets  fent  Odt 
upon  the  Expedition^  arrived  off  the  Coaft  of  Frmkei 

Anfivertd,  Thinks,  the  20th. 

^  What  Day  they  g<St  within  the  Ai/^«tf1Road?^ 

A.  The  22id  cir  i^d ;  thinks  the  23d;  the  Attadc 
oof  thfc  iile.  of  JHx  ^vas  made  the  lanw  Day. 
.    ^  WlKCher  he  was  at  any  Tinfe  &nt  out  to  i«d>it- 
iiioitne>' and  make  Soundings  ? 

A.  He  was  feat  oi^  dsc  2^  in  the  Aftevmon  by 
Sir  Edfmrd  tiawia^  and  was  upon  that  'Service  at t 
Night,  and  contMrnsd  upon  it,  he  thinks,  till  g  dr  % 
o'clock  the  AfcerridOn  following,  when^he  returned, 
-and  immediately  'n!mde  his  Report  to  Sir  Ed^dbard 
iHawke.    . 

A  PA  PER  >  piwporting  to  be  aCopy  of  tbeiaad>Rc- 

:  pore,   being  produced  and  'Ihewn  to  ftear- Admf ril 

jBrodrick^  he  perufed  and  confidered  the  lame,  >knti 

•informed  the  Court,  that  he  believes  it  toTDC  in  e5ca6t 

Copy  of  the  Report  made  by  him  to  Six  Ednoafd 

'Hawke^  ijlointly  with  the  three^Captatns  fenr^with  hiili 

upon  that  Service,^  which  was  then  Fdad  in  Words 

Ydllotving : 

*  In  Purfuance  of  an  Order  from  Sit  Edward  Hawke^ 
'*  Knight  of  the  Bath,  Admiral  of  the  blue  Squa- 
•  dron  of  his  Majefty's  Fleet,  &c.     Dated  the  23d 

*  of  September y  1757; 

•  T^Tl/E^^he  under  written  went  and  founded  the 

•  VV     French  Shore  frum  RocheUe  to  Fort  FouraSy 
-  ^  and  fiftd  ^  fo^hyws. 

•  Froql  the  fouth  Pdint  of  the  Entrance  of  iR^rMtAr^ 
^  (on  wh'fch  Point  there-are  27  Gonsr  mounted  >on.fiar- 

^  bet)  to  the  Point: of  the  Ak^^^  we  find  it  aTOcky 

*  ^ore,  and  deep  Cliics,  with  Shoals  near  twoMKbs 
f  off  $  from  Angoltn  to  Cbatelaillon^  we  find  a  fair,  hard, 

fandy. 
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*  fandy  Beach,  with  a  Flat  lying  oiF  near,  two  Mile9, 
«  having  but  three  Fathom  at  High  Water  at  that 

*  Diilance,  but  clear  Ground,  along  which  Beach 

*  are  Sand  Hills  about  Fifty  Yards  from  the  Top  of 

*  High  Water.     On  the  Point  of  Cbatelaillon  are  two 

<  Guns  on  Barbet,  which  csin  no  Ways  annoy  the 
^  landing  of  the  Troops  in^  the  Bays  of  either  Side  of 

<  it ;  and  off  which  Point  runs  a  Riff  of  Rocks  Weft 

*  two  Miles,  which  are  dry  at  low  Water;  and 
>  round  the  faid  Point,  about  h^lf  a  Mile  to  the 
«  Eaftward,  there  is  a  fmali  fandy  Bay  near  half  a 
>:  Mile  long,  and  the  Land  over  the  faid  Bay  rifes 

*  with  an  eafy  Afcent  about  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  to  a 
** Church  or  Convent,  with  a  few  Houfes  near  it; 

*  from  the  fandy  Bay,  along  to  a  fquare  Fort  on  the 

<  fouth  Part  of  the  Bay,  lies  a  long  flat  Mud,  which 

*  is  dry  near  twoMiles  at  low  Waten 

*  It  is  our  general  Opinion,  the  Tranfports  cannot 

*  come  nearer  to  either  of  the  forefaid  Bays  (in  order 
^  to  land  Troops)  than  a  Mile  and  an   half,  as  we 

*  found  three  Fathoms  only  at  that  Diftance  at  High 

*  Water. 

*  The  fquare  Fort  on  the  fouth  Side  of  the  Bay  we 

*  could  only  fee  two  Sides  of  5  the  Face  to  the  North- 

*  Weil  had  nine  Embrazures,  and  that  to  the  North- 
5  Eaft  only  two. 

'  Given  under  our  Hands,  on  board  his  Majef- 
*  ty's  Ship  Ramilies  in  Bafque  Road,  this  24tK 
'  of  September,  1757. 

*  Thomas  Brodrick. 

*  James  Douglas. 
'  Pet.  Dennis. 

*  Matt.  Buckle.'* 

Rear- Admiral  Brodrick  being  afked,  as  the  Report 
only  mentions  Tranfports,  how  near  the  Men  of 
War  could  come  to  the  Shore  ? . 

Anfwered,  In  his  Opinion,  not  nearer  than  Two 
Miles.  I 

^  What 


145  3 

i^  What  Sort  of  landing  there  was  for  Boats^  in  the 
great  Bay  of  Cbatelaillon  ? 

A.  It  was  a  fair  fandy  Bay,  hard  Ground,  and  a 
landing  might  have  been  made  with  £afe,  in  his 
Opinion. 

^  Whether  he  faw  any  Troops  to  obftruft  the 
landing,  had  it  been  attempted  foon  after  his  Retur|;i 
from  the  Soundings  ?  •  % 

A.  When  he  was  founding,  be  did  obierve  Troops 
.to  the  Northward  of  the  Bay  of  Ch({telaillon^  to  the 
beft  of  his  Judgment^  about  four  or  five  hundred 
Foot  drawn  up  on  a  Hill,  and  in  the  Bottom,  to  the 
Northward  of  the  Hill,  were  about  one  Hundred  and 
fifty  Horfe,  as  near  as  he  could  judge. 

^  How  far,  according  to  the  beft  Information  he 
received,  is  the  great  Bay  oi  Cbatelaillon  from  Ritcbe^ 
fm? . 

A.  It  is  about  9  Miles,  as  he  was  told,  frpm 
Rocheforty  and  9  Miles  from  Rocbellei  but  cannot 
take  upetn  himfelf  to  fay,  it  is  fo. 

^  (By  Defirc:  of  Sir  Jobn  Mordauni)  Could  the 
Men  of  War  have  CQvered  the  Landing  and  the  Re«* 
treat? 

A.  He  don't  think  they  could  do  either  the  one,  or 
the  other* 

^  Does  he  thinks  feparated  as  the  Fleet  then  was, 
confidering  the  Wind  and  Tide,  (of  which  Circum*^ 
fiances  he  is  the  moft  proper  Judged  that  all  the  ne- 
ceflfary  Preparations  could  have  been  made,  fo  as  to 
have  effeAed  the  landing  that  Night  ? 

A.  He  does  not  think,  they  could* 

^  (By  the  Court)  Could  he,  by  the  help  pf  a 
Glafs,  obferve  how  the. Troops  were  cloath*d,  whe- 
ther in  Regimentals,  or  othcrwife  ? 

A.  They  were  at  too  great  a  Diftance  to  difcover 
that, 

^i  What  Number  of  Men,  in  his  Opinion,  not 

crowding  the  Poats,  wttld  have  been,  landed  to- 
€^er?  :;, 
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A.  It  was  generally  thought,  in  alt  the  Boats,  thef 
could  have  landeS  from  fifteen  coeighteen  hundredMeo^ 
tbcy  put  but  very  few  in  the  Boats,  that  werototow 
thie  Long^boatis  *,  but  this  is  only  Matter  of  Opinion  \ 
\i%  cq^nnac  poflibly  afcertain  the  direft  Number. 

^  In  cafe  i  SoQ  Men  were  put  ar^ board  the  Boats ; 
whraier  he  does  not  imagine  thece  would  be  a  confi* 
derable.  Diilance  of  Time  between  the  difembarking 
tf^  firft  Ml&n,  and  the  kift  of  the  £mie  finabarkation  ? 
;  'A.  Ht  ffeould-  havie  thought  it  his  Duty  to  have 
C(Q[ntriv^  fo,  as  that  all  the  Boats  fhould  have  landed 

iogethe^.  

^'  Suppofing'  it  moderate  Weather,  (upon  the 
25th  of  Seftpnjftr  ior  Inftance,  if  that  was  fuch  Wear 
thei*)  what  would  haire  been  tlie  Diftance  of  Time  be- 
tween the  firft  and  fecond  Difembarkacibn  I 

Ai  ^e  cannot  pretend  to  fay ;  he  never  confidore^ 
it  in  moderate  Weather ;  and  as  to  the  25th  of  ISepum- 
ier^  he  cannot  pardcularly  reeolleft,  how  the  Weather 
^  was  that  P^y.-— On  the  Night  of  the  28th,  if^  wiuck 
tVi^jjta^tion  was  made  fee  landing,  it  would  have 
taken  ^t  leaft  fix  Hours;  but  not  mar  f^  much  in 
apod  Weather. 

*       '     •      '  . 

THE  EVIDENCE  in  Support  of  the  Charge  being 
'    reffed  here^  Sir  yOHN  MORBAVm  was  told  it 
wis  now  Time  to  make  his  Defence ;  who  inform- 
ed the  Court,  that  he  had  ca^ied  fbme  Thoughts 
*    to  be  put  in*  Writing,  which,  as  he  had  an  Hefi- 
tation  in  hisYoiee^  he  prayed  the  Court  would 
.  permit  to  be  read ;  and  the  fame  were  read  accord- 
ingly, as  follows,  t^/s. 


My  Lord, 

His  Majefiy  was  pleaftd  to  confer  upon  me  the 
^*  Comman4  of  the  Land-Forces  appointed  to  co- 
operate with  a  Squadron  of  Ships  of  War,  com- 
manded by  Sir  Edward  Hatokcj  to  be  employed 
upon  the  late  Expedition :  The  Enterprize  prove4 
ineflfe^lual*    Soon  after  my  Return  I  was  fum- 

I*  moned 


u 
u 
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*«  mon^  to  appear  before  a  Board  of  General  OF- 
*^  ficcR,  whoii}  his  Mj3jcfty  had  appointed  to  enquire 
•*  into  the  Caolcs  of  iht  Failure  of  the  E;tpcdition. 

"  I  appeated  'tipon^  t^c  Enquiry,  and  was  coii- 
^^  fidtfed  as  a  Perfon  accofed,  and  from  whom  a  D(;- 
•'  fence  was  expe^edt  . 

■  ^  TKe  Enquiry  jiadall  the  Appearance  of  a^Pub- 
•*  lick  Trial,  except  in  two  Circumftances, — :f  hie 
•*  Witneffes  wcrp,  riot  exanamed  upon  Oath,  andf^- 
**^  who  ftood  accofcd,  was  examined  ;  which  Exami  • 
**  nation  .might,-  in  it5  Tend^cy,^  produce,  if  the 
•^  Cafe  would  bear  it,  a  Charge  agdnft  myfelf. 

"  I  am  now  calfed*  upon  in  a  Court- Martial  to  an- 
•^  fwer  to  a  general  Charge  of  Difobedicnce  of  his 

Majefty's  Qnjer^.     fJo  Intimation  was  given  mC| 

tO'  i^at  particular  Inftances  of  Difobedicnce  ic 
**  would  be  applied.. 

*  '***!  do  not  complain  of  thefe  Proceed icgsr-,  mv 
**  own  CbnduS:  givc^me  nothing  to  a4)prchend ;  ^n^^ 
**  his  Majcfty's  Government,  is  incapable  of  Oppicf^^ 
"  fibn. 

.  *'  t  am  not  fen^ble^  that  any  Error,  I  am  fure, '  no 
**  Aft  of  Difobedicnce  wilt  be  found  in  my  Share  ot 
•*  the  Tranftftion.  *   -' 

•  **  lam  now  acfcufed'of  Difobedicnce  of  theftcr^t 
*'  Inftruftions.  Itiy  a  criminal  Difobedicnce  that  is 
•*  iniputcdto  me,  arttf  a  criminal  fMfobedienccim- 
'**"  pftes.  a  pofitive  Dtreftiwi. 

'  •*  It  IS  upon  thi^  Ground,  that  the  Profecutcr  has 
^  proccedtdi  and inordcr  to  make  out  the  Chafg^, 
♦•  there  have  bei^n  produced  certain  Papers  and  Wit- 
**  rtelfe,  which  ought  .to  beconfidered  in  two  Lights. 
»•  — ift.  Some  relating  to  a  Trap faftion  previous  to 
♦•the  Expedition',  a$  Colonel  Clerk* s  Letter,  the 
^*  .Pilot's  Examination,  the  Paper  relating  to  the 
«<  Frepcff  Forces,'  and^the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Secretary 
**  Pitt. 

"  Th?fc,are  only  introduftory,  and  the  Ground  of 
*'  the  Equipment,  and  prior  to  tfie  Inftruftions ;  an4 
•*  Aerifforc  although  they  are  fufficient  to  fliewthc 

••  Rcafons 
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*^  Reafons,  why  the  Adminiftration  fcnt  out  the  Fleet 
and  Forces^  yet  fuch  Evidence  can  never  be  ^ap- 
plied to  prove  a  fubfequent  Difobedience  tp  pofle-* 
rior  Orders  *,  and  that  this  Reafoning  is  juft,  ap* 
pears  from  the  very  Article  on  which  the  Charge 

•*  IS  founded. 

•'  For  notwithftanding  the  Minifters  were  poflfefled 

^^  of  all  this  Evidence^  and  afted  upon  it^  yet  my 
Inftrudions  yjrere  not  pofiti  ve ;  but  die  Operations 
were  expreisly  left  to  what  iliould  be  difcovered  of 

•*  the  Pra&icability  of  the  Attempt. 

''  The  fecond  Sort  of  Evidence  was  by  fome  Wit- 

**  neffcs  to  prove.  That  in  FaA  there  was  fufficienfr 

*^  Ground  newly  difcovered,  after  the.  Fleet  got  into 

*'  the  Rade  de  Bafyuesj  to  fliew  that  the  Attempt 

**  upon  Rocbefori^  mentioned  in  the  Inftrudtions,.  was 

*•  pradicable. 

^^  This  Sort  of  Evidence  has  been  carried  down  to 

**  the  Morning  of  the  29th  of  September^   and  no 

**  later. 

•^The  Evidence  under  this  fecond  Head  is  the 

**  only  Evidence,  that  can  legfally  and  juftly  be  ap- 

*'  plied  to  prove  the  Charge  againft  pie. 

"  That  Evidence  confifts  of  Colonel  Clerks  Ac- 

**  count  of  a  Converfation  with  a  French  Engineer 

♦♦  upon  the  26th  of  September  in  the  Afternoon. 
**  Whether  the  Evidence  of  this  fingle  French  En- 
gineer defervcd  the  Weight,  which  the  Profecutor 
fecms  to  lay  on  it,  will  appear  very  clearly  whea 
I  have  opened  my  Defence,  and  the  Cour^  is  fully 
poflcffcd  of  all  the  Fadls  relative  tp  this.  Subjed. . 
*'  In  the  mean  Time  this  may  be  ob&rved.  That 
Colonel  Qerk^  the  Chief  £nginecr  in  the  Expe* 
dition,  produced  no  new  Intelligence 'till  the  27tfa, 

^^  altho'  he  arrived  on  the  23d,  was  examined  at  the 

."  Council  of  War  on  the  25th,  procure  this  Acr 

^^  count  on  the  26ch,  and  did  i>ot  communicate  it 

*^  till  the  27th. 
*'  .Colonel  JVolfe\  Evidence  is  confined  altogether. 

^[  to  the  pbfervations  lie  made  upon  the  29tk  ia 
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•*  Confequcnce  of  the  Ofders  I  h^d  givfti  him  to 
**  examine  the  Coafl: ;  and  what  was  done  upon  the 
**  apth  will  appear  to  the  Court,  and  be  accounted 
•'  for  hereafter. 

**  Thus  much  may  be  here  obferVcd,  That  we  had 
unanimoufly  determined  upon  the  28th  to  attempt 
a  Defcent  in  the  Bay  of  Cbatelaillm.  The  At- 
tegipt  was  difappointed,^  and  not  renewed  for  the 
Reafons:  that  will  be  mentioned^  when  I  come  to 
*'  that  Part  of  my  Defence. 

*' A  Memorandum  has  been  delivered  in  by  the 
**  Secretary  of  State,  (hewing  the  Number  of  the 
*'  Land- Forces  in  France  in  1757.  By  that  it  ap- 
pearS)  (allowing  the  Account  to' be  juft)  that 
40,000  iRtgular  Troops  remain  at  Home  for  the 
Defence  of  their  Country,  which  are  fuppofed  td 
be  diftributed  b  fuch  a  Manner,  that  only  10,000 
are  left  td  guard  the  whole  Coaft  from  St.  Valeri 
to  Bayonm*  'Tis  evident  from  reading  the  Pa- 
per itfelf,  that  the  Diftribution  of  the  Regular 
Troops  is  Matter  of  ^.Guefs  and  Computation,  not 
of  Intelligence.  Befides  the  Regular  Troops,  it 
is  allowed,  that  there  are  67,000  Militia,  Invalids, 
**  fcfr.  which  are  not  accounted  for. 
'  *'  A  few  Refteftions  will  fufiice  to  fhew  the  Weak- 
"  nefi  of  .this  Reafoning-  In  the  firft  Place,  Why 
Ibould  the  Court  of  France  place  50,000  Regular 
Troops  in  Garrifons,  where  they  have  nothing 
*'  to  fear  ?  For  Inftance,  on  the  Frontiers  next  the 
Dominions  of  the  Emprefs,  who  is  entirely  at 
their  Mercy  i  or  on  the  Coaft  of  the  Mediterranean^ 
where  they  have  no  Defcent  to  fear  from  a  Fleet 
*'  that  has  no  Land-Forces  on  board  5  or  on  the  Bor- 
*  *  ders  of  Spain^  with  whom  they  are  at  Peace,  and 
but  t6o  well  allied,  only  to  leave  her  Coaft  in  the 
Channel  expofcd  to  our  Fleets,  who  are  profeffed- 
ly  watching  for  an  Opportunity  of  infulting  them. 
Why  might  not  the  67,000  Militia,  who  appear 
to  have  nothing  elfe  to  do,  be  employed  in  guard* 
ing  the  Coaft  ?    And  we  muft  take  care  not  to 
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^^  form  %  Nodon  Of  ^helr  Militia  from  our  ownJ 
^*  Many  Rr giments  of  them  have  (ten  Service  in  the 
*^  Field  I  mofl:  of  them  have  been  in  Garrifon*  Two 
Regiments  of '  the  Militia  were  employed  in  the 
Siege  of  VJfend*.  Now  ^b^  might  not  30^600  of 
them  be  {^taced  in  ihe  Frontier  Garrifons,  whef6 
no  Enemy  wAs  apprehended,  and  aa  equal  Norn- 
ber  of  Regulars  be  dr^^wa  cbwn  to  the  Coafts  ? 
^^  Theft  alofig  with  the  reft  ^duld  form  a  Body  of 
"  40,000  regular  Troc^s,  and  37,000  Mibtia-  tA 
^*  guarol:  the  Coa(l  agatnft  our  Tea  &ittalioiis.  This 
''  Meafore^  which  .w^  fuppofe  them  to  have  taken, 
'^  wQs  prudent,  obviousi^asd  practicable.  The  Pre- 
^^  par^tiohs  wfe  were  making  ia  Engtand^  pointed  otic 
*^  to  them  the  Expediency  of  it,  and  the  Delays  that 
V  attended  our  Preparations  allowed  them  Timt  tt> 
,  **  execute  it- 
.  ''Here  the  ProftcutOr  has  thought  fit  to  teft  his 
—    V'  i^^hole  Charge  and  clofe  his  Accufation. 

,  .  '*  And  ia  order  to  ihew  the  Wcakaci^  of.  it,  th^ 
^^  Cvurt  will  confider  the  Inftrodlions,  under  which 
^^  \  took  the  Command,  and  the  Circumiitaniles  un* 
der  whiph  I  was  obliged  to  form  my  Judgmmt« 
'^  The  Inftrudions  have  been  read,  and  it  is  the 
fecond  Article, alone,  by  which  the  Charge  agaihft 
me  is  to  be  fupported.  But  befides  this  Article, 
*'  the. fifth  Article  of  the  Inftruftions  is  equally  ma- 
*'  terial,  and  deferving.  the  Attention  of  the  Court. 
"  The  Words  of  the  fecond  Article  are  exceed- 
ingly plain,  and  (hew,  that  I  did  not  fet  out  un- 
der peremptory,  pofuive  Orders,  but  that  every 
Attempt  was  left  contingent  to  be  determined  ac- 
cording to  the  Prad:icability  to  be  judged  of  upon 
the  Spota  I  fay,  to  be  judgj»l  of  upon  the  Spot, 
^^  becaufe  it  is  very  material  to  I3|aark,  That  it 
^'-  was  not  judged  of,  or  decerminecT  upon  here  at 
*'  Home. 

'*  The  Court  will  alfo  obferve,  who  was  the  Per- 
*'  fon  to  jucge  ;  certainly  the  Commander  in  Chief. 
'*  But  as  in  a  Caie  of  fo  much  Importance,  his  Ma- 

**  jefl# 
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**  jicfty  thought  It  proper  to  affift  that  Commander 
**  with  a  Council-  to  be  compored,  as  in  the  fifth  Ar- 
•*'  tide,  I  may  confidently  affert,  that  the  Judge- 
*••  Advocate  will  n6t  contend,  that  I  could  difobcy 
***  his  Majefty*s  Inftrudions  by  taking  the  Affiftance 
*^  of  a  Council  fo  appointed. 

**  It  could  not  be  Difobedrcnce  to  doubt. 

**  It  could  not  be  Difobfedience  to  defire  Aflift^nce 
^*  to  clear  up  that  Doubt. 

**  If  it  was  poflible  for  the  Court  to  hefitatft  upon 
^*  the  proper  Scnfe  of  thefe  Inftru£lions,  Mr.  .Se- 
*'  crctary  P///*s  Letter  of  the  13th  of  Jugufi  makes 
^  it  clear  to  a  Demonftratton  -,  in  which  he  fays, 
*^  He  is  commanded  to  fignify  his  Majefty*s  Pleafure, 
^  Tfaoit  you  fliould,  in  Conformity  to  the  Latitude 

*  given  by  his  Majefty's  Inftrudlions,  judge  of  thp 

*  PraaicaWlity  of  the  Service  upon  the  Spot,  ac- 

*  cording  as  the  contingent  Events  and  particular 

*  Cixxrumftances  may  recjuire.* 

**  If  this  could  require  further  Explanation,  what 
**  arifcs  upon  the  niird  Article  of  Inftrudtions  re- 
^*  lative  to  Fori  rOrient  would  ^ftablilh  it. 

**  The  Diredtion  to  zttt.6^PcrtV Orient  is  exprefled 
•*  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  fccond  Article,  with 
*'  regard  to  Rochefort^   that  is,**  *  If  it  (hOuld  be 

*  judo;fed  pra^icablfc.* 

•*  Yet  it  will  Appear,  that  one  of  the  Generals  men- 
•«  tiohing  the  St^te  of  Port  l*Orient  to  Mr.  Pittj  Mr. 
^  Pitt  faid,  That  though  Port  f  Orient  was  named 
**  amongft  other  Places  to  be  attacked,  the  Inftfuc- 
^*  tions  were  not  meant  to  confine  me,  but  that  I  was 
*'  left  to  my  Difcretion  'to  attempt  it,  or  not,  as  I 
**  thought  proper. 

**  Under  thefe  Inftruftions,  and  with  this  Latitude, 
**  I  took  the  Crtflmand  of  the  Land  -  Forces,  and  bc- 
^  fore  I  produce  to  the  Court  that  Judgment,  which 

was  formed  upon  the  Prafticability  upon  the  Spot, 

I  muft  defire  your  Attention,  whilll  I  ftate  the  Cii=^ 
^*  cumftanoes  under  which  it  was  necelikry  for  me  to 
**  determine.  ' 

D  e    ^  *'  The 
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[  50 
••  The  only  Place  for  landiog  the  Forces,  which 
*'  had  ever  been  mentioned,  or  come  under  Con- 
fideration  in  England^  was  a  Spot  near  FortFourasi 
that  was  the  Place  mentioned  by  the  French  Pilot. 
His  was  the  only  Information  of  any  Place  to  land 
at,  at  all :  With  the  View  of  landing  there,  we  fet 

**  out ;  but  when  we  came  there,  we  found  a  Fort 
ereded  upon  the  very  Spot,  of  which  he  appeared 
to  have  no  Knowledge. 

**  Upon  the  23d  the  IQe  of  y/iy  was  taken,  and 
that  fame  Evening  Sir  Edward  Hawke  declared  hrs 
Intentions  to  bombard  Rochelle^  and  lay  up  a  Ship 
*"  to  batter  the  Fort  of  Fouras^  and  he;  lent  for  the 
Pilot  of  the  Magnanime  to  inform  himfcif  con- 
cerning the  befl:  Manner  of  doing  it ;  and  the  Con^ 
verfation  of  this  Evening  was  upon  taking  the  Fort, 
and  upon  the  Method  of  landing  the  Troops.. 
"  Early  in  the  Morning  of  the  24th  the  Pilot  of 

"  the  Magnanime  came  on  board  the  RamiHes^  and 

*'  was  examined  in  the  Prefence  of  Sir  Edwarjd  Hawke 

*'  and  Admiral  Knowles  ;  he  then  faid.  He  would 
undertake  to  bring  up  the  Barfleur^  or  the  Magna- 
nime^  within  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  of  Fort  FouraSy 
Sir  Edward  Hawke  approved  of  the  Propofal,  and 
faid,  '  That  will  do.' 
"  The  fame  Morning  Major  General  Conway  came 

''  on  board  the  Ramilies^  when  we  confidered  of  a 
Plan  he  had  concerted  for  the  landing  of  the 
Troops  near  Fouras^  whilft  the  Ships  were  em- 
ployed to  filence  the   Cannon  of  the   Fore,  and 

"  Feints  were  to  be  made  in  another  Part  to  amufe 

**  the  Enemy. 

*'  Major  General  Conway  wrote  the  Particulars  of 
the  Plan,  and  gave  it  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke^  who 
did  not  approve  of  it.  TheReafons  he  gave  for  not 
attempting  to  attack  Pouras  by  Sea  were  peculiar 
to  his  own  Profeflion,  and  I  am  no  Judge  of  them. 
This  I  know,  that  had  the  Fort  been  attacked  by 
Ships,  I  fhould  certainly  have  attempted  to  have 
landed  the  Troops  near  that  Fort. 

"The 
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The  fame  Day  about  three  or  four  o*Clock  in 
the  Afternoon  Admiral ^5r^inV^,  with  three  Cap- 
tains of  the  Navy,  who  were  fcnt  out  to  foun4 
**  the  Shore  from  Rocbelle  to  Fort  Fouras^  came  on 
**  board  the  Ratniiies^  and  made  their  Report ;  the 
*'  Subftance  of  which  was,  That  there  were  only 
**  two  landing  Places,  one  on  each  Side  of  Chaie- 
^^  laillon ;  that  there  was  a  hard  fandy  Beach,  atid 
*'  that  behind  the  Beach  there  were  Sand-Hills  about 
**  fifty  Yards  fqom  the  Top  of  high  Water ;  that 
the  Tranfports  could  not  come  nearer  to  either  of 
the  aforefaid  Bays,  in  order  to  land  the  Troops, 
than  a  Mile  and  a  half;  and  that  there  was  but 
three  Fathom  Depth  at  high  Water,    near  two 
**  Miles  from  the  Shore.     From  this  Report  it  ap- 
peared. That  the  Fleet  could  not  approach  the 
Shore  near  enough  to  cover  our  landing,    and 
Troops  and  Artillery  might  eafily  be  concealed 
**  behind  the  Sand-Hills  to  opppfe  us ;  and  we  had 
**  the  more  Reafon  to  expeft  an  Oppofitign,  as  the 
**  Rear  Admiral  had  feen  Troops  marching  on  the 
Shore  :  Add  to  this,  that  the  Garrifon  of  Rocbelle 
was  within  two  Leagues,  and  might  detach  a  con- 
fiderable  Body  of  Men  to  attack  us ;  at  the  fame 
Time,  the  Ships  were  at  too  great  aDiftance  to 
**  fecure  our  Retreat,  or  preferve  a  Communication 
with  us,     Thierri^  the  Pilot  of  the  Magnanimej 
alfo  affirmed,  that  he  had  been  fix  or  feven  Weeks , 
**  on  board  in  that  Road,  in  all  which  Time  it  was 
**  impoffible  from  the  Swell  of  the  Sea  to  fend  a 
**  Boat  on  Shore  :   This  great  Swell  is  owing  to  we* 
*♦  fl:erly  Winds  fetting  into  the  Bay  from  the  Ocean; 
which  Winds  were  now  daily  expefted,  it  being 
near  the  Time  of  the  Equinox, 
And  whatgreat  Attention oughtto be  paid  tothc  Se- 
**  curityof  our  Retreat,  and  theprefervingaCommuni- 
cation  with  theShips,will  appear  from  a  Papergiven 
me  by  §\vJohnLigonieryV\Qyj\^orAy\(zoux\iLigonier^ 
**  Commancier  in  Chief  of  his  Majefly's  LandForces, 
^  ^hofe  long  Experience  and  great  Abilities  in  the  Art 
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of  War,  will  furely  vindicate  anyOfBceTj^wfaQ  is  guid- 
ed by  fo  good  an  Authority :  This  Paper^containing 
**  hisObfervationson  the  intended  Expedition*  ^as^  aii 
I  remember,  read  before  the  Council,  and,  when  \ 
defired  a  pofitive  Order,  he  gave  ine  that  Pap^r.. 

"  The  Paragraphs  are  as  follow.**- 
'  ^  If  an  iVttempt  is  to  be  made  on  Ro(;brf9rt^  it 

*  win  be  the  Pact  of  thcAdmir^^I  to.  know  the 

*  Coafts,  to  bring  the  Troops  to  the  neareft  Place, 

*  to  cover  the  Landing  by  the  Difpofition  of  bis 

*  Ships,  and  to  deftroy   any  Barbttte  Batteries, 

*  which  the  Enemy  may  have  on  the  Shore,  ftili 
"  '  remembering,  that  if  the  Troops  are  landed  at 

*  too  great  a  Diftance  from  the  Place,  the  Defiga 

*  will  become  dangerous,  and  probably  inipraftir 
^  cable. 

*  A  fafe  and  well  fccnred  Communication  be^ 

*  tween  the  Camp  and  the  Sea,  from  whence  you 

*  are  to  receive  your  Supplies  of  all  Kinds,  is  abfo-: 

*  lutely  neceflary-— the  whole  depends  upon  It  ^ 
^  But  this  being  done,  1  fhould  not  be  much  in 

*  Pain  for  the  Safety  of  the  Troops  j  an  inferior 

*  Number  dares  not  approach  you,  and  one  fupe- 
'  rioir  will  not  be  eafily  aflembled  without  your 
^  knowing  it,  and  at  all  Events  you  have  fecured  a 

*  Retreat  to  the  Ships.* 

"  Tho*  the  Succefs  of  this  Enterprize  depended 
*S  entirely  upon  the  Suddennefs  of  its  Execution,  yet 
it  was  apparent  from  many  Circumftances,  that  we 
could  not  hope  to  find  the  Enemy  unprepared.  I 
had  already  received  Intelligence  rrom  thieAdmiral, 
that  Captain  Cleveland^  on  the  17th  of  Auguji^  had 
fpoke  with  a  Buuh  Convoy  from  Rochelle^  and  that 
'*  the  Firft  Lieutenant  of  a  Man  of  War  came  on 
"  board  him,  and  told  him,  that  the  French  expected 
the  Englijh  at  Rocbelle. 
Captain  Proby  alfo  had  reported  to  the  Adpiiral, 
"  that  he  had,  on  the  11th  of  September ^  fpoke  with 
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^  ^  Mht^^r  ^  ^  PHfeb  Ship  fro&iFi^nfs  taDvri^ 
«*  whp  tpid  WWi  thai  che  Frfttcb  etp^Otd  to  he  at- 
^  talked  W.  Jlp(^lk^  «  5/.  M^rtii^^  bytbsEi^Jb, 
^*  and(h9t  9n  Embargo,  wa^  kid  on  all  Shipping  irl 

^^  After  tb^  Tr^fpatt^  hf^  been  taken  up,  ^d  the 
^«  Troops  afleo)bl§d  W4r  tWQ  Months,  we  failed  the 
^^  Sth  pf  9^iml^  I  md  the  Alarm  was  given  an  the 
♦•  2Qtl»i  in  thi  N^igWKWrhood  of  Rocbefcrt^  by  the 
Amvai  pf  Qiir  loQg  Wp^^Vfcd  Fleet ;  hinii  the  20th 
it  n)uA  havf$  b^en  At  J^  eight  Days;  before  we 
^*  cpgld  hay^  cotpe  to  R0cbefort^  and  as  there  was  In- 

V  telligenc^  froqi  two  P^r&tis,  that  the  Ditch  round 

V  the  Town  was  icapabl^  of  being  f\\\^  with  Water, 
^^  an  Efcalade  could  noc  be  attempted  with  any  Hopes 
^^  of  $ycce(A  I  nor  could  it  be  fuppofed,  but  that,  af- 
^^  ter  fo  IpBg  Notite  of  an  Enemy's  Approach,  the 
'^  Town  would  be  put  in  a  good  Condition  of  De- 
^  fence* 

*'  There  was  a  Marfhal  of  France  either  at  Rocbelh 
♦*  or  li^hefsrt^  ahd  by  tht  Accounts  of  the  Pri- 
^^  loners,  there  was  an  Army  a0embled ;  one  faid  he 
f'  had  fe^n  f^venteen  Battalions  .in  the  Ifle  of  RJbSy 
<^  and  plievep  at  B^chlkf  There  are  always  Marines 
ther«,  the  Place  is  ?ery  populous,,  and  the  Nf^  tifed 
to  Arms  5  the  Dock^mcn  arc  very  numerous,  and 
*♦'  the  Crews  pf  the  five  Ships  then  in  the  River,  a- 
^^  mouritad,  if  compleat,  to  near  three  Thoufand 
^V  Men, 

"  As  for  the  Opening  mentioned  by  Colonel  Clerk 
^'  and  the  Pilot,  it  is  plain  from  its  Situation  on  the 
^*  Banks  of  the  River,  that  it  was  defended  by  the 
•^  Fire  from  the  Ships,  .and  the  Enemy  in  two  or  three 
\^  Da.ys  Time  might  cafily  hayc  raifed  an  Entrench- 
ment in  that  low  marfhy  Soil,  that  would  be  a  fuffi- 
cicnt  Defence  againft  a  Coup  de  Main. 

Admiral  Brodrick  faid,  that,  it  was  impoQlble  to 
^*  land  the  24th, 
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^<  I  now  found  fnyfelf  in  the  Situation  I  had  men* 
•*  tioned  to  Mr.  Pitt  in  my  Letter  of  the  i  ith  of  Au^ 
**  gnfty  having  aftually  been  feveral  Days  off  the  Coaft 
*^  without  being  able  to  get  into  the  Road,  and  the 
**  Alarm  was  already  given.  I  had  acquainted  Mr. 
*^  Pitt^  that  I  looked  upon  this  as  a  delicate  Situation, 
*^  fince  the  Succefs  of  the  Enterprize  depended  on  the 
^'  Suddennefs  of  its  Execution,  and  had  defired  par- 
**  ticular  Diredlions  how  to  aft.  In  his  Anfwer,  Au- 
^^  g^ft  '  39  be  fays,  he  has  laid  my  Letter  before  his 
^^  Majefty,  and  that  he  is  commanded  by  the  King  to 
•*  fignify  to  me  his  Majefty's  Pleafure,  that  I  do,  in 
*'  Conformity  to  the  Latitude  given  by  his  Majefty's 
^*  Inftruftions,  judge  of  thePrafticability  of  the  Ser- 
**  vice  upon  the  Spot,  according  as  the  contingent  E- 
^^  vents  and  particular  Circumftances  may  require^ 
^*  the  King  judging  it  highly  prejudicial  to  the  Good 
^*  of  his  Service  to  give  particular  Orders  and  Direc* 
^'  tions  with  regard  to  pofllble  contingent  Cafes,  that 
**  may  arife* 

*'  From  this  Anfwer  I  thought  it  evident,  that  I 
*^  was  impowcred  to  aft,  as  Events  andCircumftances 
**  required  5  and  it  appearing  by  the  Circumftances 
<'  abovementioned,  that  we  had  been  already  feen  for 
<'  many  Days  on  the  Coaft,  fo  that  the  Coaft  was 
thoroughly  alarmed  ^  that  by  the  fmall  Quantity 
ofArtillery,  we  could  not  attack  the  Place  in  Form, 
and  by  the  Circumftances  relating  to  it^  there  were 
no  Hopes  of  fucceeding  by  an  Efcalade ;  and  alio 
<*  that  there  was  no  Security  at  all  of  a  Retreat  for 
*'  the  Troops,  or  of  any  Communication  with  the 
*'  Ships ;  not  chufing  to  depend  upon  my  own  Judg- 
♦'  ment  in  fo  difficult  and  important  an  Affair,  I 
'^  thought  it  my  Duty,  agreeable  to  his  Majefty^s  In- 
ftruftions,  to  defire  a  Council  of  War,  to  take  into 
Confideration  the  further  Steps  proper  to  be  taken  in 
♦*  Execution  of  his  Majefty's  fecret  Inftruftions. 
^'  The  Council  was  defired  by  me;  Sir  Edward Hawke, 
^'  fummoned  it,  and  prefided  at  it  -,  and  I  feel  true 
J'  Content  of  Mind,  that  at  that  Council  I  concurr- 
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^^  cd  in  an  unanimous  Opinion  with  fcrcn  Land  and 
**  Sea  Officers,  whofe  Charafters,  whofc  Rank,  Ex- 
**'periencc,  and  whofe  unftained  Honour  arc  fo  well 
^<  known  to  the  World. 

*  **  Thefe  were  the  Circumftances,  under  which  I 
•*  called  the  Council  of  Wan     I  did  not  in  calling 

it  difobey  my  Inftruftions. 

The  Judgment  was  unanimous,  and  upon  this 
**  Judgment  I  muft  reft  my  Defence,  and  infift,  that 
•'  it  cannot  be  impeached,  and,  whilft  it  remains,  I 
♦*  cannot  be  found  difobedient  of  Orders,  which 
**  named  the  Judges,  and  referred  the  Attempt  to  my 
•*  Determination  with  fuch  Afliftance. 
'  ^*  Thus  the  Attempt  upon  Rocbefort  was  deter- 
*'  mined  upon  the  25th  oi  September^  znA  iht  Ju^^t 
•*  Advocate  has  produced  nothing  fubfequent  to  thac 
••  Day,  but  what  the  French  Engineer  faid  to  Colonel 
^  CUrk  upon  the  26th,  and  the  Obfervations  of  Colo- 
**  iicl  IVolfe  on  the  29th. 

**  I  (hould  not  apprehend/  much  was  neceflary  to 
**  fatisfy  the  Court,  that  this  Story,  which  Colonel 
••  C/^ifc  himfelf  made  fo  light  of  as  not  to  mention 
^*  to  me  till  the  27th  at  9  in  the  Morning,  although 
•*  it  had  been  told  him  on  the  26th  in  the  Afc^moon, ' 
•*  fcarce  deferves  an  Anfwer. 

"  That  Story  furely  was  not  fufficient  to  induce  me 
^*  either  to  require  a  Review  of,  or  adl  contrary  to, 
.**  the  unanimous  Opinion  of  the  Council  of  War, 

"  I  thought  the  Account  not  deferving  fo  much 
*<  Attention  \  it  was  my  honeft  Opinion,  and  if  I 
**  have  erred,  I  have  this  Satisfaftion,  That  1  know, 
*•  I  have  not  difobeyed. 

"  But  this'  appears  from  the  Evidence  of  Colonel 
*^  Clerks  that  I  v/as  ferioufly  attentive  to  the  Execution 
*^-  of  my  Orders,  and  accordingly  employed  him  on 
**  the  24th,  to  reconnoitre  and  gain  Intelligence. 

**  Colonel  Clerk  fays,  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
•*  EHtch  to  let  in,  or  keep  in  the  Water  ;  whereas  it 
♦'  appeared  by  Mr.  Bonneville^s,  and  the  Pilot  of  the 
♦'  Neptune's  Information,  that  there  were  Sluices  for 

*'  that 
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^  that  pttrpefe;  ;The  fcaiing  Ladders  were  ii)  aU  $o^ 
**  ?o  of  which  were  of  25  Feet,  and,*the  reft  Qf  39.  . 
^*  Cqlonel  Z/^^^^^f  has  tncntioned  a  Propoficigin  of  an 
^'  Attack,  that  I  and  General  Cenvm  iP^^de  tjci  Sir  Ed^ 
^^  ward  Hauih  upon  the  24th ;  the  Part  whkh  be* 
'^'  longed  CO  my  Province  in  that  Plan  I  embraced 
**  cheerfully,  and  was  ready  to  execute  with  Dirp^x:h4 
^^  but  my  Pare  of  U  was  but  fecondarv ;  the  Grounds 
**  upon  which  the  primary  Part  failed  of  ExecuttOQi^ 
^'  did  not  relate  to  mv  Share  in  the  Operation,^  there-t 
^'  fore  1  do  not  preiume  to  m^ke  any  ObfcrvatipM 
^*  upon  it.  ' 

*^  The  Council  of  War  of  the  s^Sth  came  to  a  Re* 
^*  folution  to  land  with  all  pQ0ible  t)ifpatch|  to  at-e 
^*  tack  the  Forts  leading  tip,  and  upon  (he  Mouth  oft 
^*  the  River  Cbaranfe  i  and  it  being  judged  xwA  ex* 
^*  pedient,  that  the  Defcent  ibould  be  xn^de  i(i  tha 
•'  Night, the  neceffary  Orders  were  imtpediatclf  give% 
^^  and  about  One  o'clock  the  Grenadic;rsy  and.gfeac 
•V  Part  of  the  Troops^i^  who  were  to  have  landed  with 
<Vme  in  the  firfi:  Embarkation*  were  on, board  the 
Boats,  when  a  firong  Wind  blowing  from  (ha 
Shore,  the  QiHcers  of  the  Navy  apjpoinied  to  cprn 
dud  the  Landing,  reprefented,  that  it  was  with 
^^  Difficulty  the  Long  Boats,  which  were  to  be  toweil 
^'  on  Share,  could  make  way,  and  confeque:nt|y  the 
Troops  would  be  a  long  Time  expole'd.to  the  ]FiM 
of  the  Enemy ;  That  t;he  Tranfporc-* Boats,  which 
**  were  rowed  by  Soldiers,  would  be  ftill  (lower,  and 
^'  more  expofed  ;  that  it  would  be  Day,  before  the  firft 
^'  Embarkation  could  get  on  Shore,  and  that  it  would 
**.  be  fix  Hours  more  oefore  the  Troqps  firft  landed 
^^  could  be  fupponcd  by  a  fecpnd  Embarkation :  The 
^^  Generals  judging  the  landing  under  thefe  Circun>f 
(lances  not  to.  be  expedient,  agreed  not  to  attempi 
it  that  Night. 

The  next  Morning  Sir  Edward  tfawk^  acquaint- 
"  General  Conway  and  me,  tb^t  if  the  General  Offi-» 
•'  ccrs  had  no  farther  military  Operations  to  propofey 
''  confiderable  enough  to  authorize  his  detaining  tho 
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H  the  Squadron 'm^hisfCotninandlongeFtheFf,  he 
f  ^  iptevAfid  t9  proceed  with  it  farEngIattdyy9ithouiLof% 
^f  of  Time ;  I  tnadeAnfwcr^that  I  would  fummon  the 
•«  General  Oflicprs  to  confider  of  it,  and  1  defired  hini 
*^  to  Ognify  bis  Intentions  in  Writing,  which  he  did 
f^  in  a  Letter  to  noe  the  fame  Day  5  J  rccolkftcd  that 
^*  it  woiild  be  proper  to  futmnoa  a  Counpil  of  War,' 
^*  and  4pplied  to  Sir  Edward  for  one  accordingly, 
f^  who  declined  it,  and  faid,  that  Seamen  were  no 
^^  Judges  of  Land  Operations,  whidi  were  to  be  per- 
«*  formed  by  the  Tyoops  on  Shore,  In  Confequcnce 
f^  of  this  Converfation,  I  fummoned  ail  the  Land 
**  Officers,  who  had  biescn  of  the  Council  of  War,  and 
^*  laid  Sir  Edward  Hawked  Letter  before  them, 

<*  We  confidcred  the  Uncertainty  of  landhig,  if 
f  *  the  Wind  (hould  blow  as  it  bad  done  the  Night  be^ 
f^  fore,  aod  the  Account  we  had  that  Day  received 
^*  from  the  Captain  of  the  Viper  S\oo^^  who  had  in- 
^^  formed  Colonel  Howard^  that  he  had  feeh  a  coriQ- 
**  derable  Body  of  Troops  near  the  Landing  Place, 
«^  whofe  Numbers  he  did  not  exactly  know,  but  he 
f«  had  obferved  five  Pair  of  Colours  \  thathefaw 
^*  them  in  Camp ;  that  the  next  Morning  the  View  of 
f  the  Camp  was  interrupted,  fo  that  he  could  not  fee 
**  them  again,  which  he  attributed  to  the  Enemy 
^^  haying  throw(^  up  fome  Ground  on  the  Beach,  and 
f  ^  that  he  faw  the  Sand  Hills  on  the  Beach  confider- 
**  ably  higher ,  than  they  were  on  Sunday y  when  he 
**  came  there.     Colonel  Howard^  in  his  Return  from 

reconnoitring,  reported  this  to  me. 
It  farther  appeared  to  lisi  that  the  Attempt  up- 
^'on  thofe  Forts  at  this  Time,  could  not  juftify  the 
**  ill  Confequcnces  of  detaining  the  Fleet  in  that  Bay, 
f*  at  a  Time  when,  from  what  we  had  learnt  from 
•*  the  Converfarion  of  the  Sea  Officers,  two  great 
•*  French  Fleets  were  expected  home ;  that  at  this  Sea- 
^^.  fon  of  the  Year,  fo  near  the  Equinox,  fuch  wcfter- 
•*  ly  Winds  were  to  be  apprehended,  as  might  detain 
^*  the  Fleet  there  many  Weeks ;  that  the  Foundation, 

upoQ  which  the  Refolution  of  the  Council  of  Was 
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*^  Aipon  the  28th  was  taken,  was,  that  it  mfght  be' 
•*  done  during  the  necefTary  Detention  of  the  Fleet  in 
•*  the  Demolition  of  the  Fort'  of  Aix^  and  thereupon 
<f  was  dire&ed  to  be  done  with  all  poflible  Difpatch  : 
*'  That  the  Demolition  of  the  Works  of  the  Ifle  of 
*•  Aix  was  compleated  that  very  Day,  and  that  the 
**  Wind  was  then  fair  for  the  Fleet  t6  return  ;  add  to 
•'  this,  that  theTime  limited  by  his  Majefty*s  Inftruc- 
*'  tions  was  now  expired,  and  that  the  Time  was  not 
prolonged  by  Mr.  Pittas  Letter,  which  allowed  us 
^'  only  to  compleac  fuch  Operations,  as  we  had  alrea- 
dy begun. 

Upon  all  thefe  Confidcrations,  not  thinking  it  a 

**  JMeafure  either  advifeable  or  juftifiablc  in  us  to  take 

upon  ourfelves  the  Confequences  of  detaining  the 

Fleet  any   longer  in  thofe  Parts,  wecameunani- 

moufly  into  the  Admiral's  Propofal  of  returning  to 

**  England, 

This  Meeting  of  all  the  Officers,  who  were  pro* 
perly  under  my  Command,  tho*  I  do  not  calh  it  a 
Council  of  War,  1  loojc  upon  equal  to  one. 
"  Sir  Edv^ard  Hawkcj  the  Commander  of  the  Sea 
^*  Officers,  declined  calling  them  -,  I  was  not  certain, 
"  that  I  had  Power  to  do  it.  Sir  Edward  Hawkers' 
Reafon  for  declining  to  call  the  Council  was,  that 
the  Sea  Officers  couki  form  no  Judgment.  Their 
•'  Prcfence  therefore,  at  a  Council  of  War,  could  on- 
•'  ly  be  Matter  of  Form-,  the  Land  Officers  could 
"  only  determine,  and,  tho*  fummoned  by  me,  did 
^*  determine. 

"  I  have  now  opened  to  the  Court  the  Defence, 
**  which  I  propofe  to  make  out  in  Evidence  ;  and  I 
**  cannot .  conclude  without  obferving  to  this  Court 
**  the  Singularity  of  my  Cafe. 

*^  I  (land  before  you  a  Commander  in  Chief,  lent 
•*  out  upon  an  uncertain  contingent  Attempt,  with  a 
**  Power  in  my  Inftruftions  co  judge  upon  the  Cir- 
**  cumftances,  as  they  fhall  appear. 

*'  His  Majefty,  befidcs  the  Latitude  given  me,  af- 
"  figned  me  a  Council  of  able  and  experienced  Offi- 

"  cers  i 


cc 
<( 

«c 

cc 


4C 


161} 

«*  ccrs;.  I  aftcd  by  their  Advice;  and  though  I  arh 
**  charged  with  Difobedience  of  Orders,  in  every  Ar- 
**  tide  of  that  fuppofed  Difobedience,  I  have  the 
**  Sandtioa  of   the  unanimous   Judgment   of  thofe 
^^  whom  the  King  appointed  toaflift  mine. 
.   <*  I  beg  Pardon  for  having  taken  up  fo  iftuchTime. 
*'  I  have  endeavoured  to  avoid  Prolixity,  but  if  I 
**  have  erred  in  this  reipedt,  I  hope  the  Situation  I 
**  ftand  in  will  be  my  Apology^   The  Patience  and 
/'  Attention .  with  which  this  Court  has  heard  this 
*'  Trial,  and  the  known  Honour  and  Integrity  of  e- 
**  very  Member  of  it,  leave  me  no  Room  to  doubt, 
**  that  they  will  remember  throughout,  that  I  am  ac* 
«  cufed  of  difobeying  Orders,  and  that  they,  will 
"  make  a  juft  Condufion '  from  the  Prcmifes  that 
*'  have  been  laid  before  them." 

The  Rt-  Hon.  Major  General  Henry  Seymour 
Conway  being  fworn  as  a  Witnefs,  at  Sir  John 
Mordaunf^  Defire,  and  queftioned.  Whether  he  re- 
<X)Hefts  any  Gonverfation  between  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt 
and  him,  about  Port  V Orient  Tixid  the  Inftruftions  ? 

A  He  does  recoiled  a  Gonverfation  with  Mr.  Pitt^ 
which  he  believes  was  had  on  the  6th  of  AuguJIy  the  . 
fame  Day  Sir  "John  Mordaunt  fet  out  for  the  Ifle  *  of 
Wight:  Having  heard  that  the  Government  had  re- 
xeived  fome  Intelfigcnce  relktive  to   Port  VOrient^  * 
which  (hewed  that  Place  not  to  be  in  fuch  a  Con- 
dition,  as  to    admit   of  an  Attack  by   the    Force 
•fent  upon  this  Expedition,  he,  Major  General  Conway^ 
•had  had  fome  Difcourfe  with  Lord  j^nfon  on  the  Sub- 
je6t,  and  told  his  Lordfhip,  he  thought  it  v^as  Pity,  if 
Port  V0rienty9Z%  in  the  State  defcribcd,  that  it  ihould  ' 
remain,  as  he  underftood  it  did,  an  Article  in  Sir  John 
Mordaunt^  s  Inftruftions  to  attack  it:    His  Lordfhip 
faid,  to  the  beft  of  his  Recolleftion,  that  he  did  not 
think  Fort  UOrient  was  ferioufly' thought  of  at  that 
Time,  but,  in  regard  to  Sir  John  Mordaunf^  Inftruc- 
tions,   referred  him  tp   Mr.  Pitt,      The  Deponent 
thereupon  took  theLiberty  of  mentioning  to  Mr. Pitty 
what  he  hadheatd  of  the  State  of  Port  V Orient y 

who 


Whafccnacd  td  «^ec  to  ib  He  tfceh  oWcrvcd^  Ih 
like  Manner  a8  be  had  before  dbnfe  to  Lord  yA^;^^ 
that  it  appeared  to  him  rather  hard  upon  Sir  J^bh 
Mordaunt^  that  the  Order  fbrjatcaickitig  Port  VOri^ 
eni  (hould  remain  io  his  Inftni^ons,  if  it  was  ndt 
fi^rioufly  thought  of.:  Mt.PiV/-8  Aofwer,  to  the  beft 
of  his  Recolkaton,  was^  that  Port  VOrient  wall 
named  amongft  otheir  Things,  but  thai:  he  did  not  ap^ 
;prf  hend)  it  was  mjeant  to  confine  Sir  John  \  that  he 
had  a  JLatitude  to  a£t  in  regard  to  tiiat^  as  be  fttould 
judge  proper* 

^  Whether  at  the  Cabin^t-Coiaicil  Mention  was 
made  of  laying  a  Ship  td  tmrui  i 

A.  Is  pretty  pofitiire,  it  was  \  Tbtefry  the  Ffintk 
Pilot  was  examined  in  regard  to  k. 

^  Did  he  take  Notice^  whether  Fort  i'^aiiK^ 
(which  is  near  to  Fouras)  feemed  to  be  a  new  Buiid* 
ing  or  not  ? 

A.  The  Work  of  it  did  appear  very  frefli  to  him.    * 

,^Pid  Thierry  the  Pilot  ever  make  Mention  of 
thatrort  in  his  Examination  before  the  Council  i 

A.  He  can*t  recoiled  he  did, 

^  Was  that  Fort  near  the  Place,  where  Jhkrry 
mentioned  in  the  Council  )ie  thought  there  wdsaPro* 
libiUty  of  landing? 

A,  It  was  near  the  only  Place  he  ever  heaixl  him 
"mention,  as  a  Landing-Place ;  it  was  neai^  thePoint  of" 
Land  called  the  Point  olFouras^ 

^  Docs  he  remember  coming  to  Sir  John  Mot- 
daunt  on  board  the  Rmilks^  and  what  Converfatiotl 
pafled  ? 

A.  He  can't  very  particularly  remember  die  Coti- 
verfation  that  pafled  then ;  he  had  taken  fome  View 
of  that  Coaft  himfelf,  having  been  up  at  the  Ifle  of 
AiXy  and  mentioned  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt  his  Ideas, 
how  a  Landing  and  Attack  upon  Fort  Fimras  and  Fort 
d^ Aiguille  fliowld  be  made;  he  wrote  down  a  Plan 
for  that  Purpofe,  which  he  afterwards  ihewed,  or  read, 
to  Sir  Edward  Hawke  a^d  Six^Jobn  Mordofmi. 
'  ^  Was  not  the  Propofal,  that  if  Sir  Edward 
4  Hawkc 
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Haf^  wmild  fend  il  Ship  to  atuck  Foutds^  thtf 
woiAd  tndea^dur  to  land  the  Troops  at  the  fand^i 
Time? 

A.  It  w«ift  to  that  EStSt :  that  W^  Part  of  it, 
tii«it  diijr  Ihoafd  land  the  Forces  as  near  Fouras  as 
p^ifiblC)  ^Ad  afiiuik  Fort  i'Aij^idUe :  theire  Were  other 
JPartieatar»^  fhat  ^  Diverlion  fhould  be  made  at  the 
fame  TnM  on  the  Side  of  Rocbelle  knd  the  Ifleof /2/^; 

^  Did  not  Sir  E4ward  Hawki  decline  that  Pro- 

A  Ht  made  feveral  Obj^lons  to  it. 

i^  Dm$  not  he  recolleh^  thM  the  attacking  Fort 
F(m^4$  wa^  tneiitioned  more  than  once  ? 

A  SfeVferil  Times. 

^  Did  Sir  >iii  Mordamt  feveral  Times  defire 
from  Lord  Id^nier  f$0tiv€  Orders  before  his  leaving 
iMdm? 

A.  Ht  is  very  fci^  hft  did  hear  Sir  John  fay,  he 
wffiied,  or  ho()ed,  4]pon  fo  important  a  Cafe  as  this, 
that  he  mighfc  have  a  pofitive  Order. 

J^  Dots  he  recolleft  JLord  Z4^^w>r*s  Anfwer  ? 
'   ^.  Thinks  hfe  faid ,  that .  pofitivei  Orders  were  ne* 
ver  given  in  Cafes  of  this  Kind,  or  to  that  Efiedl. 
:  -^  Docs  he  remember  a  Paper  of  Obfcrvations  of 
Lord  lAg^fner^%  upon  this  Qccafion  ? 

A.  Yes. 

^  Does  he  remember  that  Paper  to  have  been  reati 
^  the  Council,  wheh  they  were  all  prefent  ? 
•  A.  To  the  beft  of;  his  Recolleftion,   Lord  Ligomer 
did  pnDduce  that  Riper  at  Lord  Holderneffi\  whers 
flfte  Cabinet*-CounciI  was  held,  and  read  it, 

i^.  What  D^y  they  6rft  made  Sight  of  Land  ? 
^A.  On  the  20th  they  made  the  Ifle  of  Oleron  abbut 
One. 

-  Being  defired  to  give  an  Account  of  what  paffcd  on 
board  the  Ramilies  the  28ch,  the  Night  on  which  they 
intended  to  land; 

He  faid,  that  Orders  -were  given  for  landing  that 
Night ;  he  remembers,  that  being  on  board  the  Ra* 
tnilies  with  Sir  John  Mcrdaunfj  waiting  for  the  Time 

to 
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to  go  -to  the  Rendezvous,  Captain  Htyio  c«iie  oft 
board,  and  faid  that  he.  was  focry  to  tell  chepi, .  there 
was  a  very  ftrong  Wind  fprung  up  from  the  Shore^ 
which  would  probably  obftruft  their  Landings  Sir 
John  Af(9r^i^ff/,notwichftanding,  refolved  to  go  to  the 
Rendezvous,  which  was  on  board  the  America  :  The 
Dcrppnent  accompanied  him  thither.  As  fpon  as  they 
came  on  board,  Adm.  Brodf^ickj  to  the  beft  of  his  Re- 
mennbrance,was  ihcPerfon  who  fpokeshc  can*t  be  po- 
fitive^  whether  the  Admiral  gave  any  Opinion  of  his 
own  in  regard. to  it,  but  he' mentioned,  thai,  the  high 
Wind  which  was  jprungupfrom  the  Shore, would  make 
the  Landing  very  tedious.  Several  of  the  Sea  Captains 
reprefented,chat  the  Wind  was  fo  ftrong,  that  the  Qoats 
which  were  towed  up  full  of  Men,  could  fcarce  make 
head  againfl ;  that  it  would  be  Day-light  .before  the 
firft  Embarkation  of  the  Men  could  get  on  Shore  i 
and  that  a  fecond  Embarkation  would  not  be  able  to 
arrive  there  under  fix  Hours  more.  He  reniemberSf 
one  of  the  Captains  particularly  (hewed  him  one  of 
the  Long-boats,  that  was  then  towing  up  empty, 
which  moved  very  flowly,and,as  they  faid,  could  hard^ 
ly  proceed. 

^  Was  it  not  his.  Sir  John  Mordaunf%  Intention, 
and  were  not  his  Orders  given  ouc  accordingly,  thac 
the  Landing  fhould  take  ii^lace  juft  at. the  Brea^  of 
Day? 

A.  No :  He  apprehended  it  was  meant  for  aNigbc 
Landing,  and  the  whole  to  be  compleated  before 
Break  of  Day,  if  poITible  ;  and  the  Realbn  he  appre- 
hended  to  be,  that  the  Ships  of  War  could  not  lye  up 
to  aflift  the  Landing,  and  that  th^  Landing-place  was 
fo  near  the  Town  of  RacbelU^  that  befides  the  Troops 
of  the  Country,  the  Garrifon  from  that  Place  might 
have  been  ready  tooppofe  the  Landing  of  the  Troops, 
if  the  Difpofitions  had  been  made  for  landing  in  the 
Day. 

^  At  what  Hour  the  Men  were  to  be  in  the 
Boats  ? 

A.  He  thinks  about  Eleven  o'Clock. 

2  ^  Oa 
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^;  Qn  the  24thi  what  was  dond  after  the  Reteipt 
df  Admiral  Brodrick*s  Report  ? 

j4i  It  was  propofcd  to  go  to  the  Ifle  of  jitx^  where 
they  had  a  View  of  the  Coaft  r\c&r  Fouras^i^nd  where 
tnoft  of  the  French  Prifoners  were,  in  order  to  exar 
mine  them. 

^  How  did  the  Men  of  War  and  Tranfports  lye 
iat  that  Time  ? 

A'  The  Divifion  under  Admiral  Knowks^  which 
went  up  to  attack  Jix^  laid  up  pear  the  Ifle  of  yft'x  ; 
Sir  Edward  Hawkers  Divifion*  and  his  Ship,  the  Ra^ 
tniliesj  laid  at  the  t>iftance  of  fome  Leagues  ;  three 
or  four. 

^  Whether  after  being  at  the  Ifle  ef  JiXj  on  the 
i4th  in  the  Evcningj  tficy  went  on  board  the  Nepfune 
on  purpofe  to  examine  more  Prifoners  ? 

Si.  Theydidi 

^  How  late  it  was  before  they  parted  ? 

yi.  Thinks  pretty  late,  cannot  remember  the  Hour/ 
It  being  on  the  jStrokeof  Three,  ADJOURN- 
ED till  To-morrow  Morning  Ten  o'clock. 

*  \ 

Priday^  i6tb  of  December^  ^"JSl- 

The  court  being  met  purfuant  to  Adjourn- 
tnent.  Major  General  Conway  was  farther  examined ; 

^  Whether  he  docs  not  think  that  all  proper  Me- 
thods were  taken  for  getting  early  Intelligence^  as  foon 
"  as  the  Ifle  of  Aix  was  taken  ? 

A.  He  believes  they  were  •,  the  Deponent  himfelf 
yiz%  fent  upon  Command  to  the  Ifle  of  Aix^  fo  that 
he  was  not  at  that  Time  with  the  Commanders  in 
Chief,  Sir  Edward  Hawkt  and*  Sir  John  Mordaunt : 
The  Deponent  examined  many  Prifoners  himfelf 
thcre^  and  reported  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt^  when  he 
waited  upon  him,  what  feemed  moil  material  in  their 
Examination^ 

^  If  he  remembers  what  auy  French  Prifoners 
might,  fay,  in  regard  to  there  being  a  wet  Ditch  at 
Rochefort  ? 

E  A.  He 
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A.  He  remembers  one  did  fey  politivtijr  the  Ditch 

could  b.e  flowed  all  round. 

^  Whether  he  tecollefts  what  any  Frmch  Prifon- 
ers  told  him  in  regard  to  Troops  in  that  Neiighbour- 
ftood  ? 

A.  They  gave  various  Accounts  of  the  Number  of 
Troops;  moftof  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  faid,there were 
a  great  many ;  as  alfo  that  there  was  aMarfba]  of  France 
in  the  Place,  meaning  Rocb^fart^  MaHhal  SeneS-erre  ^ 
there  was  a  Man  who  faid  he  had  feen  eleven  Bactali* 
ons  ztR6cbelk%  the  Prifoners  in  general  made  them  a 
great,  many, 

^  Did  any  of  the  Prifoners  mention  their  having 
been  ^t  Work  at  Rocbefort  ? 

A.  There  was  oneMan  in  particular, who^on  the  a 4th, 
or  25th,  in  the  Morning  previous  to  the  Council  of 
War,  faid,  they  had  been  at  Work  there  fomc  Time, 

^  Can  lie  rccolleft  at  any  Time>  when  he  was.  re- 
connoitring at  che  Ifle  D^Aix^  whether  he  could  diftin- 
guifh  from  the  Uniform,  that  there  were  Swifs^  or 
other  Troops,  at  F6rt  Four  as  ?    • 

A.  Either  at  Ulfie  D*AiXy  or  on  board  Ship,  he 
does  recoiled  to  have  feen  fome  upon  the  Coait  near 
Fouras  in  red  Cloathing^  can't  take  upon  liim  to  fay 
they  were  Swifs  ^  he  faw  particularly  an  OlBcerV  or 
two,  riding  upon  tbeCoaft ;  ifi>agiiies,  they  came  from 
fome  other  Flace  or  Command,  out  of  Curioficy, 
down  to  the  Shore*  He  faw  a  great  many  others  in 
other  Uniforms,  particularly  white  and  blue.  The 
Numbers  were  different  at  differcat  Times  .5  fome 
Hundreds  certainly  9  at  laft,  he  faw  as  many  as  from 
800  to  1000. 

Q^  ViTas  not  the  Intell^ncc  of  the  Pitots  of  the 
Magnanime  and  Neptun&y  and  of  Captain  Bonneville^ 
and  of  all  the  Wi^nefles,  who  <were  afterwards  exa- 
mined at  the  Council' of  War  on  th^<25ch  f  except  that 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Clerk)  known  co  them  bcfiste 
they  met  at  the  Council  of  War  ?   ' 

A.  He  imagines,  they  were  mod  of  them,  known  ; 
mod  of  them,  he  believes,  were  examined  by  Sir  JcJbn 
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Mcrddunti    oh  board  the  Neptune j  the  Evening  be« 
fore. 

j^.  Were  not  fcveral  of  the  Members  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  War  prefcnt  on  board  the  Neptune  at  that 
Time? 

yf.  Yes,  feveral  were. 

^  Whether  they  had  Artillery  proper  to  attack 
Rochefort  in  Form  ?  /       ^ 

A.  He  apprehends  not,  by  what  he  has  heard  of 
the  Artillery  of  the  Place  5  he  ipeaks  of  the  Train  of 
Artillery  they  had  with  them  on  the  Expedition,  not 
df  the  Ships. 

^  Whether  proper  Artillery  to  attack  Rochefort  in 
Form^  was  not  mentioned  and  deGred  by  the  Generals 
ut  the  Cabinet  Council  ? 

ji.  It  was,  as  he  remembert,  * 

,  j^  Whether  a  Council  0f  War  was  held  On  the 

*5th  ? 
A.  Yes. 

i^  (by  the  Court)  HoW  far  it  appeared  to  Kim  from 
the  Pilot's  Examination  iat  the  Cabinet  Council,  that 
the  PoflTibility  of  attacking  Fourus  by  Sea  could  be  de-; 
pended  on  ? 

A.  He  thinks  the  Pilot's  Anfwer  was  doubtful  ^ 
that  he  beiieVed  a  Ship  couid  lye  up  within  half  a 
iSlile^         •  .       . 

^  What  Objedions  Sir  Edward  Haivke  made  to 
the  Fropofals  for  an  Attack,  mentioned  in  the  former 
Part  of  his  Evidence  ? 

A.  He  can't  be  quite  pofitive,  whether  at  thatTiitlc 
Sir  Edivard  faid  a  Ship  could  not  lye  up  to  Fouras  ; 
fome  Time  after,  it  was  laid  afide,  as  an  impraflicabld 
Thing :  He  objefted  Particularly -to  the  Ships  being 
fetit  down  to  make  a  Feint  towards  RochelU  and  the 
lileof  Rhtj  as  imagining  that  Operation  was  mX 
prafiicable,  or  not  proper,  he  is  not  certain  which* 
Sir  Edward  talked  of  bombarding  Rochelle^  as  he  re* 
inembersjbut  that  was  not  the  Sort  ofDiverfion  theDe- 
ponent  propofed.  The  Report  of  the  Rear  Admiral  and 

E  1  Cap- 
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Captains,  which  laid  there  was  no  knding  near  Fouras^ 
was   not  received  at  that  Time. 
'  y^  As  he  has  only  mentioned  the  Situation  of  Vice 
Adailral  Knowlei'^  and  Sir  Edward  Hawke*^  Divifionsy 
on  the  24th  in  the  Evening,  how  did  Rear  Admiral 
Brodrick^s  Divifion  lay  at  th  t  Time  ? 
:  J.  The  Deponent   was  in  Vice  Admiral  Kncwies's 
Divifion,  and  cannot  fay  pofitively,  but  imagine^i  Rear 
Admiral  Brodrihfs  laid  in  the  Rear,  near  Sit  Edward 
Hawkers  \  perhaps  a  League  diftant. 
.  ^  ,Were  the  Examinations^ of  the  Prifoners  reduced 
to  Writing  ? 

A.  Some  of  them  were,  biit  thofe  Minutes   he  has 
ootDOW.AA'ith  him. 

i^  What  Accounts  were  given  by  the  Prifoners,  of 
the  Ditch  at  Rochefort^  in  general  ? 
^  yl.'  He  does  not  remember,  whether  any  denied  the 
Pra^kabhiiy  of  the  Ditch  being  made  wet  -,  thqy 
gave,  in  general,  very  co  fufed  Accounts  of  the 
Place. 

:  ^  When  it  was  that  he  faw  the  Troops^  mentis  ned 
in  his  Evideace,  particularly  the  greatcft  Number, 
which  he' reputes   to   have  been   between    800   and 

IC^GO  ?     *         '  \ 

.  A.  He  faw  Troipps  attall  Times,  fome  more,  fome 
lefs,  but  that  greatcft  Number  was  feen  at  laft,  on  the 
29th, 

.  J^  What  Time  he  refers-  to^.  ^ifrhen  he  fpeaks,  as 
havir.g  heard  of  tHe  Artillery  of  the  Place  (mcaring 
Roehefort?) 

i  A.  Before  the  Expedition  left  England  s  all  the  Ac- 
counts of  the.  Place  agree  in  it ;  they  have  great  Fcun- 
deries  oi  Car»non  there,  or  in  the  Ntighbourhooc^, 
S^'bich  furiiifh  Cannon  to  all  the  Ships  that  arc  fitted 
out  there  ;  he  imagines,  they  could  mount  alaioftany 
N'-jmber  of  Cannon  on  the  Ramparts  and  open  Em- 
brazurcF,  as  they  pleafed,  as  the  Rampait  was  folid 
round  the  Place.  The  Deponent  fay^j  he  heard  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Clerk  fay,  the  Artillery  there  was  vtvy 
confiderable. 


^  If  a  Council  of  War  was  deemed  neceflary. 
Could  it  have  been  convened  on  the  24th,  after  re- 
ceiving the  Report  of  the  Rear  Admiral  and  Cap- 
tains? 

^.  He  believes  it  was  poflible,  but  it  would  have 
been  very  late,  becaufe  "the  Gentlemen  whowere  tb 
compofe  it,  laid  in  the  different  Divifions  of  the 
Fleet,  and  might  not  have  been  found  on  board  their 
Ships  at  that  Time. 

THE  FOLLOWING  MINUTES  of  two  feveral 
Councils  of  War,  the  one  held  on  board  the  Neptune 
on  the  25th  of  September^  and  the  other  on  board  the 
Ramilies  on  the  2Sth  of  September  1757,  which  were 
nxntioned  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt^  to  be  delivered  to 
him  by  Sir  7^^«  Mordaunt^'vfcre  now  read  at  Sir 
Jchn  Mordaunt^  Defire,  (being  firft  authenticated  by 
JMajor-General  Conway)  'viz. 

*  At  a  Council  of  War  held  on  board  his  Ma- 

♦  jefty's  Ship  I^eptune^  at  Anchor  off  the  Ifle  of  Jtpt^ 
^  September  2 5 J  1757*      ^ 

.  ' .  Prefcnt,  . 

S  Knight  of  the  Bath^  Admiral 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Majefty  s  Ships  employed 
.  on  the  prelent  Expediciph.   * 

Knight  of  the  Bath^  Lieute- 
nant General  of  his  Majefty's 

*  Sir  yof?n  Mordaunty{  Forces,  and  General  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Troops 
on  the  prefent  Expedition. 
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Charles  Knowles^  Efq;  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Red. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Major  General  Hemy  Seymour  Con- 

'  way. 
Thomas  Brodrick^  Efq-,  Rear  Admiral  of  the  White, 
Hon.  Major  General  Edwa7-d  CornwaUis. 
Captain  George  Bridges  Rodney. 
Colonel  Ceorge' Howard. 
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•  The  Fortifications  and  Ifland  of  -Ax,  belonging 
^  to  the  French  King,  having  furrendered  to  his  Ma^ 

*  jefty*s  Arms,  the  Council  proceeded  to  take  into 

*  Confideration  the  farther  Steps  proper  to  be  taken^y 

*  in  Execution  of  his  Majcfty's  fecret  Inftruilions  to 

*  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Sir  John  Mordaunt^  Com- 

*  manders  in  Chief  of  his  Majcfty*s  Forces  on  the 

*  prefent  Expedition  j  and  the  firft  Objeft  being  to 

*  determine,  Whether  a  proper  Place  could  be  found 

*  for  landing  the  Troops,  Sir  Edward  Hawke  pro- 
^  duced  a  Rt^port  by  Rear  Admiral  Brodrick^  and  the 
^  Captains  Douglas^  Denis^  and  Buckky  whom  he 
^  had  fent  to  fopnd  fcnd  reconnoitre  the  Coaft  frorn 

*  La  Rochelle  td  the  Point  of  Fouras^  near  the  Em-r 

*  bouchure  of  the  River  Charente^  which  Report  is 

*  hereunto  annexed, 

*  The  Council  having  taken  the  faid  Report  into 

*  Confideration,  and  examined  the  Pilots,  it  appears^ 
f  that  there  are  but  two  landing  Places  ;  and  that  the 
>  Troops  could  not  be  reimbarked  from  either  of 

*  them  in  bad  Weather,  the  Swell  of  the  Sea  making 

*  fo  great;  a  Surf  on  the  Shore  that  no  Boats  could 
^  be  able  to  approach  it  to  take  the  Troops  off;  the 
^  ableft  Pilot  having  informed  the  Council,  that  he 
^  had  been  at  Anchor  feven  Weeks  in  this  Road,  and 

*  not  a  Boat  been  able  to  pafs  or  repafs  :  Andit»like- 

*  wife  appears. to  the  Council,  that  in  cafe  the  Troops 

*  fhould  be  overpoweted  by  fuperior  Numbers  of  the^ 
^  Enemy,  they  could  have  no  Proteftion  from  the 
^  Cannon  of  the  Fleet,  the  flio^l  Water  preventing 
^  their  coming  within  Gunrfhot.         * 

'  The  Probability  of  Succefs  in  the  Attempt  againft 
^  Rocbefort^  in  cafe  the  landing  was  effefted,  being 
^  then  taken  into  Confideration,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
^  Clerks  Chief  Engineer,  was  called  in,  and  being 
^  afked  his  Opinion,  declared,  That  when  he  faw 
^  the  Place  in  the  Year  1754^  he  thought  no  Place 
^  was  more  capable  of  being  taken  by  Affault  %  what 
?  Alteration  may  have  been  made  in  the_Place  fincc, 
f  ^c  has  npt  fufEcient  Information  to  judge  i.  that  he 

*  dpes 
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doe^  mt  inu^ne  aqy  regular  AttaCik  ^as  intended 
againft  that  or  any  other  Place,  the  fmall  Quan- 
tity of  Artillery  we  have  not  being  fent  upon  that 
Plan.  Being  afkedt  If  the  Ditch  were  flowed  with 
Water*  whether  he  fcould  then  think  it  prafticable 
to  takenhe  Place  byEfcalade ;  faid,  he  thought  not ; 
but  tb^  when  he  iaw  the  Ditch,  it  did  not  appear 
to  him  capable  of  being  flowed. 
*.Monfieur  de  Bonneville^  Volunteer,  being  afked 
what  he  knew  of  B^ocheforty  faid,  that  he  was  there 
about  nine  Years  ago  5  that  the  Ramparts  were  of 
Earth,  and  that  there  are  Sluices  there,  by  which 
they  can  flow  the  Ditch,  and  that  it  was  fuli  of 
Water  all  round,  when  he  was  there, 

*  The  Pilot  of  the  Neptune  being  called  i(i,  faid, 
That  he  had  been  very  frequently  at  Rocbefort  •,  that 
he  commanded  a  fmall  Vefliel  there  many  Years ; 
that  they  have  Sluices  near  the  Hofpital,  by  which 
they  can  fill  the  Ditch  with  Water  5  that  they  raife 
them  fometimes  to  cleanfe  the  Ditch^  and  that  he 
has  feen  Water  in  it  quite  round  the  Town. 

*  The  Informations. of  fome  French  Prifoners  were 
then  produced  confirming  the  fame,  as  alfo  that 
they  had  been  working  on  the  Fortifications  there 
for  fome  Time  paft. 

*  The  Intelligence  received  from  feveral  neutral 
Veflcls  (poke  with  on  the  PafT^e  was  alfo  produced, 
declaring.  That  the  French  h2id  been  for  fome  Time 
in  Expe<5tanon  of  a  Defcent  from  the  Engli/h  in 
thofe  Parts  ;  all  which  being  taken  into  Confidera- 
tion,  together  with  the  long  Detention  of  the  Troops 
in  the  Ifle  of  Wight^  and  our  meeting  with  con- 
trary Winds,  Fogs  and  Calms  upon  our  PafTage, 
the.  feveral  Informations  received  of  Troops  afTem- 
bled  in  the  Neighbourhood,  and  the  great  Impro- 
bability of  finding  the  Place  unprovided,  or  of  fur- 
prifing  it,  or  confequently  fucceeding  in  an  Enter- 
prize  founded  on  the  Plan*of  an  AfTault  or  Efca- 
lade  rnerely ;  and  the  Uncertainty  of  a  fecure  Re- 
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*  treat  for  the  Troops,  if  landed  -,  the  Council  are 

*  unanimoufly  of  Opinion,  that  fuch  an  Attempt  is 

*  neither  advifcable^  nor  prafticable. 

Edw^.  Hawksj  • 
J.  Mordaunfj 
Cha\  Knowles^ 
H.  Seymour  Conway^ 
Th(^.  Brodricky 
Edw^.  Corrtwallis^ 
G.  B'  Rodney^    - 
G.  Howard.* 


f 


♦  At  a  Council  of  War  held  on  board  his  Majef-^- 
ty's  Ship  Ramilies  in  Bafque  Road,  this  28th  of  Sep-r 

^  tember  1757.  .      , 

^  Prefent, 

f  Knight  of  the  Batb^  Admiral 
c  o-    T- J     ^  TT     7    )  and  Commander  in  Chief  of 

*  S""  Edward Hawke,'^  ^^^  Majefty's  Ships  employed 

on  the  prefent  Expedition. 

Knight  of  the  Bath^  Lieute-r 

nant  General  of  his  Majefty*s 

^  Six  John  Mordaimty\  Forces,  and   Commander  in 

Chief  of  the  Troops  employed 
on  the  prefent  Expedition. 

^  Charles  KnowleSy  Efq;  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Red. 

*  The  Rt.Hon.  Major  General //^«ry  Seymour  Conway. 
^  Thomas  Brodricky  Efq;  Rear  Admiral  of  the  White. 
^  Hon.  NLsijor  Gtpxrsil  Edward  Cprmvallis., 

^  Captain  George  Bridges  Rodney. 
^  Colonel  George  Howard, 

*  The  Council,  of  War  being  affembled,  at  the  Df- 
^  fire  of  Sir  John  Mordnunt^  proceeded  to  take  lin- 

*  der  Confideracion,  Whether  it  is  advifeable  to  laqd 
.  ^  the  Troops  to  attack  the  Forts  leading  to,  and  up- 

^  on  the.  Moiith  of  the  River  Chara7ite\  andaft^r 

*  fpature  Deliberation  arp  ynapirpoufly  of  Opinion, 

■       ?  That 
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*  That  It  is  advifeable  to  land  the  Troops  for  that 

♦  Furpofe  with  all  poflibl^  Difpatch.    . 

'  Eiw^.  Uawkiy 

J.  Mordaunt^ 
Cha^.  KnowJes^ 
H.  Seymour  Comvt^^ 
Tho'.  Brodrick, 
Edw^.  CornzvalliSj 
Geo.  Bridges  Rodney^ 
G.  Ho*u'ard.* 

A  Paper  was  then  tendered  by  Sir  John  Mordaunt 
to  the  Court,  as  containing  Obfervations  of  Sir  John 
(now  Lord)  Ligonier^  mentioned  by  Major  General 
Conway  to  have  been  read  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Ca- 
binet Council  J  and  it  being  admitted  by  the  Judge- 
Advocate,  that  the  faid  Ol;)fervations,  or  Hipts,  were 
written  by  Sir  John  Ligonier ; — (but  prior  to  his  hav^ 
ing  any  Knowledge  of  the  Difpofition  of  the  French 
Troops  afterwards  produced  at  the  Cabinet  Ct)uncil) 

—and  that  a  Copy  thereof  had  been  given  to  Sir 

John  Mcr daunt  at  his  own  Defi're  j  the  faid  Paper  was 
Tead  as  follows : 


cc 


(C 


There  is  a  Chance  in  the  befl  concerted  Military 
Enterprizes,  which  every  Man  of  long  Service 
muft  have  experienced ;  what  Share  then  muft  be 
*'  left  to  Fortune  in  an  Expedition,  where  neither  the 
Country,  nor  the  Number  of  Troops ,  you  are  to 
«i6t  againft,  is  known  with  any  Precifion^ 
**  The  Capacity  of  the  Generals  may  fupply  this 
**  Want  of  Intelligence,  but  to  give  them  any  po- 
**  fitive  Plan  or  Rule  of  Aftion  under  fuch  Circiim- 
•'  jftances,  I  apprehend  would  be  abfurd. 

"  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  the  great  Point  his 
**  Majefly  has  in  View  by  this  Expedition,  and  the 
*'  alarming  the  Coafts  of  France^  is  the  Hopes  of 
*'  making  a  powerful  Diverfion  in  Favour  of  H,R.H, 
*'  the  Duke,  as  well  as  the  King  oi  Prujjia^  who  dc- 
^*  lires  and  preffes  much  this  very  Meafure. 
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•^  In  the  Execution  of  this  General  Plan,  a  Pro- 
*•  jeft  of  giving  a  mortal  Blow  to  the  naval  Power 
**  of  Frame  is  in  his  Majefty*s  Thoughts,  by  attack- 
♦*  ing  and  dcftroying,  if  poflible,  the  Dock,  Ship- 
**  ping*  ^nd  naval  Stores  at  Rochefon, 

'*  A  Plan  of  that  Place  given  by  one  of  hifi  Ma- 
**  jelly's  Engineers,  who  was  there  in  1 754,  feems 
•'  to  encourage  the  Attempt ;  and  it  mud  be  owned, 
•*  that  without  fuch  Authority  it  could  hardly  be  be- 
*•  lieved,  that  a  Place  of  that  great  Importance  could 
"  be  left  in  fo  defencelefs  a  Condition. 

**'In  all  doubtful  dangerous  Military  Attempts*  the 
♦*  Advantages,  that  may  accrue  fronp  Succefs,  ought 
f*  to  be  weighed  againft  the  Damage  and  Misfor- 
**  tunes,  that  may.  be  the  Confequences  of  a  Repuife, 
**  and  that  well  confidercd  may  in  Prudence  deter- 
«'  nnine  the  Choice. 

^*  if  an  Attempt  is  to  be  made  upon  Rochef&rty  it 
*^  will  be  the  Part  of  the  Admiral  to  know  the  Coafts, 
*'  to  bring  the  Troops  to  the  neareft  Place,  to  cover 
**  their  landing  by  the  Difpofition  of  his  Ships»  and 
*'  todeftroy  any  Barbet  Batteries,  which  the  Enemy 
**  may  have  upon  the  Shore,  ftill  rdmem bring,  that 
*•  if  the  Troops  are  landed  at  too  great  a  Diftance 
*'  from  the  Place,  the  Defign  will  become  dangerous, 
•-*  and  probably,  imprafticable. 

'*  Suppofing  the  Troops  landed,  it  muft  be  left: 
^  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Generals,  Whether 
**  they  (hould  not  march  with  the  proper  PrecaijtionSj^ 
*'  direftly  to  Rochefort^  to  prevent  any  Succours  be- 
-^^  ing  thrown  into  Che  Place,  at  the  fame  Time,  that 
*^  the  Marines  ftioujd  be  employed  in  making  a  good 
*'  Entrenchment  for  the  Security  of  the  Stores  to  be 
*'  landed  from  Time  to  Time,  as  well  as  of  a  Re- 
*'  treat  in  Q2SK  of  Ncceflity. 

"  We  are  told,  the  Country  in  the  Neighbourhood 

*♦  is  low  aod  marfliy  ;  that  jCircumftantre  might  be  of 

*^  great  Advantage  in   this  Undertaking,  beeaufc  in 

-J'  that  Cafe  Troops  cannot  march  by  Overtures  dans 

.        .  '     ^'  la 
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«^  /^?  Campagney  but  muft  follow  the  Dykes,  or  Caw* 
^'  feys,  which  may  be  eafily  defended  by  Coupures,  or 
♦'  Redoubts. 

*^  A  fafe  and  well  fecured  Communication  between 
^*  the  Camp  and  the  Sea,  from  whence  yo  j  are  to  re- 
•♦  ceivc  your  Supplies  of  all  Kinds,  is  abfolutely  nc* 
^'  ceffaryj  the  whole  depen/ls  upon  it : — But  this  bfc- 
^^  ing  done,  I  (hould  not  be  much  in  Pain  for  the 
^'  Safety  of  the  Troops,  an  inferior  Number  dares 
**  not  approach  you,  and  one  fuperior  will  not  be 
f-^  eafily  aflembled  without  your  knowing  it ;  and,  at 
^*  all  Events,  vou  h^ve  fecured  a  Retreat  to  the  Ships. 

"  I  would  advife  to  procure  Guides  upon  the  Spo^^ 
^'  and  paying  them  greatly  when  faithful ;  there  are 
*^  Numbers  of  Proteftants  in  that  Province,  that  wifli 
♦  *  you  well,  and  would  be  glad  to  go  on  Board  with  you, 

*'  As  for  a  Coup  de  Main^  it  may,  perhaps,  fuccced 
^'  bcft  at  your  coming  up,  as  the  Enemy  may  be  in 

great  Hurry,  Surprize,  and  Conftcrnation  at  fuch 

an  unexpected  Vifit,  and  not  have  had  Time  to 
^*  make  his  Difpofuions  ;  but  if  that  is  not  thought 
**  proper,  it  may  fucceed  as  well  after  the  Place  has 
**  been  thoroughly  reconnoitred,  and  you  have  fixed 
•^  the  Spots  where  you  defign  to  direft  your  greatefl: 
**  Efforts,  and  if  the  Enemy  fee  any  Preparations 
♦«  for  ^  regular  Attack,  they  will  lefs  fufpcft  a  Coup 
♦*  de  Main. 

."  Bergen  op' Zoom  "^z^  taken  by  a  Coup  de  Main^ 
♦*  after  a  long  Siege. 

*'  St.  Pbilip^%  was  taking  by  fcaling  Ladders  and 
^'  a  Coup  de;  Mainy  though  the  Garrifon  was  3000 
^'  ftrong,  after  a  Siege  of  56  Days. 

"  The  Neceflity  of  dividing  a  fmall  Garrifon  in 
♦'  a  Place  of  fuch  Circumference,  z%Rocbefort^  may  fa-^ 
••  cilitatc  the  Sjicccfs  of  a  bold  Attempt.'* 

The  Hon.  }Jt.  Col.  James  Murray  being  fworn, 
was  aflced,  what  he  faw  in  the  Ifle  of  Rbe  ? 

A.  The  Morning  of  the  23d,  the  Day  of  the  At- 

ttck  oa  the  Iflc  of  ^?>,  he  wePt  on  Board  the  Rami- 
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iies^  and  from  the  Poop  of  that  Ship  with  Col.  Hor^g^ 
fon^  and  Col.  fFolfe^  took  ^  View  of  the  IQe  of  Rhe  ; 
they  faw  a  Body  of  Men  with  two  Colours,  he  thinks, 
equal  to  a  Battalion  of  600  or  700  Men,  marching 
along  Shcre  to  Fort  Sablanceau ;  they  faw  them 
lodge  their  Colouts  juft  by  the  Side  of  the  Fort, 
and  immediately  fall  to.  work  upon  the  Fort  on 
the  Outfide  of  it :  They  viewed  this  with  Tdefcopes. 
They  faw  likewife  Veflels  paffing  from  the  Ifle  of 
Rhe  to  the  Continent,  or  the  Continent  to  the  Ifle 
of  Rhe^  is  not  certain  which  •,  the  Veflels  feemed  to 
be  about  fixty  or  feventy  Tons,  as  near  as  be  could 
judge. 

^  Did  he  view  the  Coaft  towards  Fowas^  when 
the  Tranfports  laid  at  the  Ifle  of  Aix? 

A.  Yep,  he  did  with  a  Tt* lefcope. 

^  What  did  he  obferve? 

A.  The  Morning  of  the  25th' from  his  Tranfporr, 
which  laid  off  the  Ifle  of  Atx^  he  took  a  View  of  the 
Coaft  of  the  Peninfula,  upon  which  Fouras  is  fituated^ 
from  the  Point  next  to  the  Ifle  d*  Enet^  which  is  the 
norchernmoft  Point  of  that  Peninfula,  as  far  South, 
as  his  Eye  could  reach  -,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  there 
was  a  very  fair  Bay  for  Landing  very  near  that  North 
Point;  but  that  there  was  a  Stone  Battery  there,  or 
Redoubt,  (does  not  knpw  which  it  was)  which  de-. 
fended  that  Bay  ;  he  diftinguiftied  feven  or  eight  Em- 
.hrazures  with  Guns  *,  likewife  Guns  en  Barbette^  \^  not 
pofitive,  as  to  the  Number.  Between  this  Battery,  or 
Redoubt,  and  Fouras^  there  was  an  Encampment ;  the 
Deponent  could,  count  thirty  Tents;  the  full  View  of 
the  Camp  was  intercepted  by  a  Wood  ;  he  faw  about 
•4  or  .^00  Men  at  Vv'^ork  upon  the  faid  Battery,  and 
in  theB^y  between  that  sitid  Fouras^  whom  he  imagin- 
ed to  belong  to  that  Encampment.  He  alfo  few  Men 
at  Work  upon  Fouras  ;  and  upon  a  rifing  Ground  a- 
bove  Foiras^  hef^w  11  or  12  Guns  naked  (no  Para- 
pet.) The  Shore  to  the  Southward  of  Fouras  was 
•rocky,  and  did  not  feem  to  afford  any  proper  Place 
for  a  Debarkation :  The  Diftance  b^ween.  the  faid 

ilonc 
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ftone  Redoubt,  or  Battery,  did  nof  fceitx  fo  exceed  a 
Mile  and  a  Half.  Upon  the  Ifle  Madame  he  faw  Peo- 
ple at  Wprk,  alfo  two  Officers  Tents  upon  a  rifing 
Ground,  juit  above  the  Sea;  he  was  at  too  great  a 
Diftance  to  give  a  diftindt  Account  of  the  Iflc 
Madame ;  this  was  all  he  could  fee  there. 

^  Whether  he  was  near  enough  to  diftinguifli  from 
the  Walls,  whether  Fort  d'Jiguilk  wa3  bui.c  lately  or 
not? 

A.  It  was  Mafonry  and  appeared  new ;  ic  was  ci- 
ther new,  or  newly'cleahed  up. 

Sir  John  Mordaunt  obferving,  that  Lieut.  Colond 
Murray^  if  he  recoUedls  right,  was  wounded  at  O/?- 
tndy  during  the  Siege,  and  left  at  Ghent y  defired  he 
would  inform  the  Court,  Whether  there  were  not 
French  Militia  enr^ployed  at  the  Siege  of  OJiend^  and 
Kkewii  in  Garrifon  at  Ghent  \  and,  from  what  he 
'  few  of  the  French  Militia,  What  is  hts  Opinion  of 
them  ? 

Lieut.  Col.  M/rr^ay  anfwered,  he  can't  take  upon 
him  to  fay,  there  were  any  French  Militia  employed 
at  the  Siege  of  OJiend,  as  he  was  confined  ;  but  he 
heard  there  were  three  Battalions,  as  well  as  he  caa 
recoiled'.  At  Ghent,  where  Sir  John  Mordaunt  left  him 
behind,  he  faw  feveral  Regiments  •,  the  Regiment  of 
Normandy  was  at  the  fame  1  ime  in  the  Garrifon  there  ; 
chefe  Militia  in  their  Cloaths  and  Appearance  were 
like  the  other  Troops,  but  he  had  no  Opportunity  of 
knowing  any  Thing  of  their  Quality,  The  Militia, 
if  they  were  fuch,'  which  oppofed  our  Troops,  when 
they  made  the  Defcent  in  Bfitany,  were  a  dfefpicablc 
Rabble,  and  made  no  Refiftance  •,  they  feemed  to  him 
to-  be  the  Pojfe  Comitatusy  and  he  believes  them  to 
be  different  froi;n  the  Militia  ;  they  were  neither  regu- 
larly cloathed,  nor  armed. 

^.  (by  the  Court.)  At  what  Time  he  reported, 
or  communicated  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  what  he 
had  feen  from  the  Ramilies  in  the  Ifle  of  Rhe  ? 

A.  He  don't  recollcft  that  he  mentioned  it  to  S  r 
John  Mordaunt  at  all  •,  Colonel  Hodgfon^  and  ^  Colo- 
nel 


tit\  Wolfe  being  both  there,  he  took  it  fof  grantecf 
<hey  would. 

^  At  what  Time  he  reported,  or  communicaced 
to  Sir  John  Mordaunt^  what  he  faw  from  his  Tranf- 
portoff  thelfle  of  ^/>,  on  the  Morning  of  the  25^5th  ? 

A.  He  made  no  regular  Report  f  believes,  he  men- 
tioned it  one  Day  in  the  Admiral's  Cabin,  when 
every  Body  was  giving  an  Account  of  what  they  had 

feen  i  but  is  not  certain  of  that  neither. 

« 

Capt.  Patrick  Tonym,  Aid  de  Camp  to  Sir  John 
Mordaunt^  being  fworn,  and  defired  to  give  an  Ac-^ 
count  of  what  Qonveriation  pafled  on  boani  ihcRa- 
fnilies  on  the  Evening  of  the  a  3d,  about  the  attack* 
ing  of  Fort  Fouras ;  dcpofed,  that  in^  the  Evening 
after  the  Ifle  of  >4i'A:  was  taken,  he  faid  to  Sir  Edward 
Hawkey  that  the  next  Step  that  appeared  nece(&ry 
to  be  taken,  was,  to  attack  Fouras  by  ibme  of  the 
Ships,  to  bombard  Rochelky  or  give  any  other  Di-^ 
verfion,  or  Jealoufy  to  the  Enemy,  and  that  the 
Troops,  in  that  Cafe,  might  be  landed  at  Cbaielaillon^ 
or  any  other  Spot,  that  might  be  found  out  thereabouts^ 
The  Admiral  faid»  a  littte  Time,  after  what  the  De- 
ponent has  now  repeated  was  fpoke  to'  h^n,  that  he; 
would  lay  a  Ship  along-fide  of  Fouras^  bombard  /?^-  . 
chelle^  and  the  Troops  might  land  5  he  recollefts, 
that  Col.  Wolfe  immediately  took  up  the  Convcrfa- 
tion,  and  the  Difcourfe  continued  between  him  and 
the  Admiral. 

Capt.THOMAsOsBERT  MoRDAi^NT,  Aid  dc  Camp 
to  Sir  JobnMordaunty  being  fworn,  and  afked,  Whether 
he  was  prefent  at  any  Converfarion  with  Sir  Edward 
Hawke^^on^hQ  Evening  of  the  23d  ? 

Depofed,  that  he  remembers  being  prefent  at  a  Dif- 
courfe that  Evening,  but  can't  now  take  upon  him  ta 
deliver  what  paiTed ;  but  on  the  Mocning  of  the  24th4 
he  received  a  Meflage  from  Sir  Edward Hawkti  defining 
him  tx)  come  down  to  him  in  theCabbin,  where  he  found 
the  Admiral^  the  Yice-Admira!,  and  the  Pilot  of  the 

Mag- 
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Magrj^mme :  Sir  Edward  Hawke  de fired  the  Deponent, 
as  he  did  not  undcrftand  French  himfelf,  to  a(k  the 
Pilot  fome  Qucftipns,  and  explain  his  Answers  to  them. 
— Among  other  Queftions,  he  a(ked  particularly  about 
the  Approach  of  Ships  of  War  to  Fort  F&urMs ;  the 
Pilot  faid,"  "he  would  undertake  to  carry  the  Magna-- 
-fiime  within  half  a  Mile,  even  within  a  Quarter  of  a 
Mile  of  the  Fort,  but  then  he  niuft  rvm  bef  upon 
the  foft  Mud,  from  whence  the  next  Tide  would 
bring  her  oflf.  Sir  Edward  aflced  the.  Pilot,  if  by 
lightning  the  Rarfieur  he  could  bring  her  as  near  i 
he  anfwered«  he  could,  but  had  rather  go  with  the 
Magnanime :  The  Admiral  feemed  fetisBed  with  this 
Difcourfe,  faying,  that  would  do,  or  to  that  Effcd. 

^  Does  "he  recolieft,  whether  the  Pilot  fpoke  of 
a  French  Mile,  o{  an  Engli/b  Mile  ? 

A.  The  Deponent  alked  him  particularly.  What 
Miles  he  meant  -,  and  the  Pilot  anfwered,  ''  Miles  of 

England.^ 


«4.  ir*.«./^«^« 


Vice  Admiral  Charles  Knowl£s  being tworn,  and 
defired  to  inform  the  Court,  what  Thierry  the  Pilot 
told  him  of  the  Swell  of  the  Sea  in  the  Road  of 
Bafque:\  faid,  he  has  declared  that  ia  the  Council  of 
War  held  on  the  25th  of  Sepieinber.     . 

^.  Docs  he  recoiled,  when  he  firft  mentioned  it  ? 

A.  Hecan*t  recolleft;  it  muft  have  been  before 
the  Council  of  War,  or  elfe  he  could  not  have  men- 
tioned It  there;  The  Paffige  he  refer?  to  in  the  Mi- 
nutes of  ^e  Council  of  War  is  this *^*  The  ableft 

**  Pilot  having  informed  the  Council,  that  he  had 
*'  been  at  Anchor  feven  Weeks  in  this  Road»  and 
**  not  a  Boat  been  able  to  pafs  or  repafs.'* 
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•The  following  Lift  of  Ships  fent  out  ^ncler  the 
Command  ot  Sir  Edward  Hawke  on  the  Expeditiprt 
being,  by  Defirc  of  a  Member  of  the  Court,  (hewn 
to  Vice -Admiral  Knowles^  he  informed  the  Court,  that 
all  the  Ships  contained  in  the  faid  Lift^  except  'the 
Southampton^  were  in  the  Bafque  Road,  which  Sliip^ 
having  taken  a  Frigate>  the  Admiral  fent  her  into 
Port,  viz. 


Rate     Guns 

.1 lOO- 

90 


Men  Ships 

870— ^-Royal  George 


3d. 


4th' 


—  780 ^Ramilies 

770— -Neptune 
7^0'-^ — Namur 
S4  —  770     ■    Royal  Williara 
80 — -  700— -Barfleur 

•80  —  666 sPrincefs  Amelia 

74 — '  700 Magnanime 

7  00 ^Torbay 

600 Dublin 

■Burford 
■Alcide 


520- 


70- 
64: 
■60  -—  420 America 


500- 


5tli. 
6th- 


■32 
28 


420- 
420' 
420- 

£20- 


Frigate  —  18  — 


200" 
I20- 


120- 


16  — 


Bomb —    8 


Firelhip 


Bufs—  6— - 


to- 
60. 

45- 
45- 
45- 
45- 


H«fp.  Ship   22  —  100 


-Achilles 

-Mcdway 

-Dunkirk 

-Southampton 

-Coventry 

-Cormorant 

-PoftiUion 


1 20 — ^Beayer 
80— Pelican 
80-^— Efcort 


-Firedrake 

-Infernal 

-Pluto 

-Prolerpine 

•Canterbury 

-Medvvay 

-Thetis        ' 

Hunter  Cutter- 


V  Commanders 

^tatthevv  Buckle 
James  Hobbs 
James  Galbraith 
Peter  Denis 
Witt.  Taylor 
Samuel  Graves 
Stephen  Colby 
Hon.  Richard  HowcJ 
Hon.  Aug.  KeppSt* 
Geo.  B.  Rodney 
James  Youhg 
James  Douglas 
Hon.  John  Byron 
Hon.  S.  Barring  ton 
Charles  Proby 
Robert  Dfgby 
J.  Gilchrift      ' 
,  Carr  Scrope 
Benjamin  Clivcf 
William  Cooper 
Edward  Gafcoignitf 
James  O'Hara 
Charles  Inglils 
Owen  pd wards 
James  M'Kenzie 
John  Lindley 
Francis  Banks  • 
T  homas  liempriere 
Charles  Lucas 
John  Moutray 


^  Vice  Admiral  Knmleshdng  a(ked  (by  the  Courf) 
liow  many  Men,  as  bethinks,  could  have  been  land- 
ed  in  one  Embarkation  ? 

/i.  He 


A,  He  was  on  another  Service  indrely  dlftant  from 
that  of  the  Embarkation,  and  cannot  anfwer  that 
Queftion. 

^  What  oGcafioned  the  Fleet  not  coming  into 
the  Road  fooner  than  the  23d,  feeing  they  made  the 
Coaft  on  the  20th  ? 

A.  He  will  give'the  beft  Account  he  can,  without 
his  Log-Book  and  Journal  -,  but  for  want  of  them 
cannot  be  particular  as  to  the  Hours.-^In  the  Morn- 
ing of  the  2och5  Sir  Edward  Hawke  gave  him  the 
following  Order,  viz. 

«  By  Sir  Edward  Hawkcj  Knight  of  the  Batb^ 

•  Admiral  of  the   Blue  Squadron  of  his 

*  Majefty's  Fleet,  &?f. 

*  If  in  (landing  in  between^  the  Ifles  of  Rhe  and 
^  Olerou,  I  Qiali  find  the  Winds  and  Weather  will 

*  admit  of  proceeding  to  Bafque  Road,  and  attacking 

*  the  Ifle  of  Aix^  I  will  hoift  a  red  Flag  on  the  Flag- 
^  fiafF  at  the    Foretopgallantmaft-head,    and   fire 

*  three  Guns ;  then  you  are  hereby  required  and  di- 
^  reded,  without  Lois  of  Time,  to  (land  in  as  near 

*  to  the  faidlfle  of  Aix^  as  the  Pilots  will  carry  you, 

*  with  all,  i)r  as  many  of  the  Ships  of  your  Divi- 

*  fion,  as  you  (hall  think  fufficient  for  that  Service, 
^  aiid  batter  it,  till  fuch  Time,  as  the  Garrifon  (hall 

*  cither  funrender,  or  abandon  it.     In  either  Cafe 

*  you  are  to  land  a  Number  of  Men  fufficient  to  de- 

*  moli(h  it  with  all  poflible  Difpatch,  fending  me  the 

*  earlieft  Intelligence  of  your  Proceedings.      For 
f  which  this  (hall  be  your  Order. 

*  Given  under  my  Hand  on  Board  his  Majefty's 
^  Ship  RamtUes  at  Sea  this  20th  Sept.  I757« 

ED.  HAWKE^ 

*  To  Cbarlis  Krmvlei^  Efq;  Vicc- 

A  dmtral  of  the  Red  Squadron 
of  his  Majefty's  Fleet. 

•  By  Cogamu^dof  ^c  Admiral,  ♦  J.Jiay* 

F  The 
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The  Signal  being  given,  the  Deponent  about 
Noon,  took  his  Leave  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke^  and 
made  Sail  with  his  Divifion.  The  Medway^  which 
was  a-head  by  Sir  Edward^s  Order,  to  look  out  for 
the  Land,  about  two  or  three  o' Clock,  as  near  as  he 
can  remember,  made  a  Signal  for  feeing  the  Land  ; 
very  foon  after,  the  Deponent  faw  it  himfelf :  As  his 
own  Ship  and  thofc  of  his  Divifion  were  ordered  to 
prepare  for  the  Attack,  the  Lieutenant,  or  the  Cap- 
tain, came  to  ac{]uaint  him,  the  Ship,  was  clear  and 
ready  for  Aftion  •,  this  was  about  Four  o'Clock,  the 
Wind  at  that  Time,  and  to  the  beft  of  his  Remem- 
brance the  whole  Day,  was  about  N.  E.  As,  he  look- 
ed upon  a  Ship  cleared,  and  in  Order  for  Battle,  to 
be  a  very  entertaining  Sight,  he  defired  Major  Ge- 
neral Conway  to  go  down  to  fee  his  Ship  between 
Decks:  While  they  were  viewing  her,  one  of* his 
Lieutenants  came  down,  fent  by  the  Captain,  to  ac* 
quaint  him,  Capt.  Keppel  hailed  the  Ship,  and  told 
them,  there  was  a  French  Man  of  War  (landing  in 
for  the  Fleet ;  for  fome  Ihort  Space  of  Time  the  De- 
ponent took  no  Notice  of  it,  thinking  it  impoffible, 
the  Fleet  Ihould  not  fee  her  ;'a  fecond  Meflage  was 
fent  hin^  down  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  he  then  imme- 
diately went  upon  Deck  with  General  Conway^  and 
was  fhewn  her  by  his  Captain,  when  with  their  Glaflcs 
they  plainly  difcovered  her  to  be  a  two-deck'd  Ship; 
fhe  foon  made  a  private  Signal  by  hoifting  a  Jack  ^t 
her  Mizen-topmaft-head  ;  the  Deponent  was  in 
Doubt,  whether  to  make  a  Signal  to  any  of  his  Di- 
vifion to  chace,  being  ordered  on  a  different  Service, 
which  he  took  Notice  of  to  M^jor  General  Conway^ 
and  to  his,  Captain  ;  he  judges,  he  was  then  at  leaft 
five  Miles  a-head  of  Sir  Edward  Bawke^  ?xi^  the 
Enemy's  Ship  much  nearer  to  him  and  hiis  Divifion, 
than  they  were  to  Sir  Edward  HawkezxiA  the  reft:  of 
the  Fleet  5  and  he  plainly  faw,  if  fome  of  his  Divi- 
fion did  not  chafe  her,  none  of  the  others  could  pof- 
Cbly  fee  her,  fo  as  to  chafe  her,  when  Night  came 
on.    The  Magnanime  was  then  about  two  Miles  to 

Leward 


Leward  of  thern^  on  which  he  threw  out  her  Signal 
to  chace,  and  hailed  Capt.  Keppel  in  the  Tofbay^  and 
dircftcd  him  to  chace  alfo ;  obferving,  at  the  fame 
Timei  to  Major  General  Conway  and  his  Captain,  that 
if  Sir  Edward  Hawke  did  not  approve  of  what  he  had 
done,  he  would  certainly  call  them  in  again ;  but,  in- 
fiead  of  that.  Sir  Edward  thi'ew  out  their  Signals  to 
chace,  by  way  of  confirming  what  he  had  done ;  and 
in  Addition,  made  the  Royal  Willianf%  Signal  alfo, 
belonging  to  his  Divifion ;  two  more  Signals  for  Ships 
in  the  reft  of  the  Fleet  were  thrown  out  afterwards, 
and  very  foon  recalled.  Early  the  next  Day  in  the 
Morning,  Sir  Edward  Hawke  fent  the  Deponent  the 
following  Order  to  take  under  his  Command  three 
other  Ships  in  the  Room  of  thofe  three  Ships  that 
were  detached  to  chace,  viz. 

*  By  Sir  Edward  Hawke^  Knight  of  the 

*  Bath,  Admiral  of  the  Blue  Squa- 

*  dron  of  his  Majefty*s  Fleet. 


>»■ 


♦  Duhtift, 

•  Burfordj 


*  You  are  hereby  required  and  direfled 
^  to  take  under  your  Command  the  Ships 
'  named  in  the  Margin  -,  the  Captains  of 
Achilles.    *  which  have  my  Orders  to  follow  your 
'  iDiredions;  and  proceed,  without  a  Mo- 

*  ment's  Lofs  of  Time,  to  put  in  Exe- 

•  cution  the  Orders  you  received  from  mc 

*  Yefterday.    For  which  this  fhall  be  your 

•  Order. 


•  Charks  KnowUs,  Efq;  Vice- 

*  Admiral  of  the  Red  Squadron 

*  of  his  Majefiy*s  Fleet. 

*  By  Command  of  tlic 

*  Admiral. 


•  Given  under  my 

*  Hand  on  Board  his 
^  Majefty's  Ship  Ra- 
^  miliesj    at  Sea,  this 

•  2ift  Sept.  I J  SI* 

•  ED.  HAWKE.* 


*  J.  HAY/ 


F  2 
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In  Obedience  to  that  Order,  the  Deponent  pro- 
ceeded with  his  Divifioh  with  all  the  Sail  they  could 
Carry,  to  get  in,  and  md^e,  what  Land  it  was  -,  he 
judges  it  was  about  9  o'Clock,  when  they  wefe  got 
within  about  two  Miles  of  the  Land,  in  11  Fathoms 
Water,  very  hazy  thick  Weather,  (b  as  his  Pilot  de- 
lifcl,  the  Ship  might  be  tacked  and  laid  with  the  Head 
cfF  till  it  cleared,  lb  as  he  could  fee  his  Marks.  Whilft 
he  was  laying  to,  he  made  a  Signal  for  the  Captains 
of  his  Divifion,  and  ordered  thtm  to  fend  fbt  their 
Pilots,  no  two  of  whom  agreed,  what  Land  it  was^ 
their  feveral  Examinations  he  took  down,  and  im- 
mediately fent  them  to  Sir  Edward 'Hawke-,  who  by 
that  Time  was  advanced  nearer  to  him  by  two  or 
three  Miles  than  he  was  before^  as  he  the  Deponent 
laid  with  his  Head  off  Shore.  In  his  Ixtter  to 
Sir  Edward  he  acquainted  him,  that  npt  one  of  the 
Pilots  would  even  take  Charge  to  lead  in  with  a 
twenty  Gun  Ship ;  if  they  vvrtuld,  his  Divifion  fhould 
have  followed  her.  Soon  after  his  Boat  went  away, 
he  made  a  Signal  for  fpeaking  with  the  Admiral,  fee- 
ing he  continued  under  Sail,  and  did  not  ftop  to 
take  up  his  Boat,  At  the  fame  time  he  hiade  fail 
with  his  Divifion  towards  him,  and  by  about  1 2 
joined  him  ;  when  the  Deponent  got  on  board  hihi^ 
he  was  furprized  to  fee  Mr.  Kepfel  on  Board,  and 
alfo  to  find  the  Magnanime  and  Royal  JVilliam  had 
joined  him  again,  which  the  thick  weather  had  pre- 
vented the  Deponent's  knowing.  Sir  Edward  Hawke^ 
upon  the  Deponent's  acquainting  him  with  what 
had  happened,  (for  he  thinks  he  got  on  board,  be- 
fore his  Letter)  immediately  fent  for  the  Pilot  of  the 
Ma^nanmey  at  the  fame  time  telling  the  Deponent^ 
he  judged,  what  was  the  Matter  when  be  faw  him  bring 
to^  for  his  Pilot  had  refufed  carrying  his  Ship  in  ; 
When  the  f^ilot  of  the  Magnanime <:simc  on  board,  he 
imrnediateiy  cold  them,  what  Land  it  was;  and  af- 
ter offering-  to  carry  the  Fleet  in,  returned  on  board 
his  own  Ship,  and  led  the  Deponent's  Divifion  in, 
jEiie  Admiral  and  the  reft  of  the  Fleet  following. 

.    The 
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The  Wind  was  pretty  frcfli  all  this  Day,  till  towards 
the  Evening,  when  about  6  o'  Clock  the  Tide  of 
]plood  being  .Q)cnt,  the  Magnanime  made  the  Signal  to 
anchor  J  they  were  then  in  the  Mouth  pf  the  l^ertuis, 
of  Antiocbe :  About  8  o*  Clock  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
made  the  Signal  for  the  Fleet  to  anchor,  and  they 
continued  working  in,  and  anchored,  as  ^hey  came 
into  proper  Births,  all  Night.  — Early  in  the  Morning 
of  the  2 2d  the  Magnanime  made  the  Signal,  when  the 
Depoaent  weighed  with  his  Divifiofi,  and  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  and  the  reft  of  the  iFlect  weighed  alfo ;  A- 
bout  1 1  o'clock  it  falling  calm,  the  Signal  was  agaia 
made  to  anchor  -,  about  Two  or  Three  a  fmall  Breeze 
fpringing  up  wcfterly,  the  Magnanim'e  mfde  thp 
Signal  and  weighed  again,  and  the  Deppnent  ran  ii> 
with  his  Divifion,  till  between  9  and  io  o*  Clock 
at  Night,  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  the  Fleet  of  Tranf- 
port$  all  following,  when  the  Deponent's  Divifioa 
came  to  an  Anchor, 

9.  When  was  the  Demolition  of  tl^  Ifle  of  4i^ 
finimed  ?  . 

^.  About  7  o'Clpck  in  the  Evening  of  the  Day 
before  that,  on  which  they  failed  for  England. 

^  Whether  a  Council  of  War,  if  thought  np- 
ccflary,  could  have  beep  held  on  the  Evening  pf 
the  24th,  after  receiving  the  Report  of  the  R?ar 
Admiral  and  Captains  ? 

^  A.  As  to  the  Foffibility  of  it,  or  not,  he  can't  an- 
fwer,  the  Council  of  War  wanting  the  TeftitDony 
of  feveral  Evidences,  pf  whorn  he  cannot  fay,  where 
they  were,  or  when  they  cogld  have  been  colleftcd 
together;  befides.  Admiral  Brodrick  was  juft  returned 
from  Sounding,  and  had  been  up  all  the  Night  be--* 
fore,  and  Colonel  Howard^  one  of  the  Members  of 
the  Council,  who  was  in  the  Fort  at  the  Ifle  pf  Atx^ 
muft  have  been  fent  for,  which  would  have  taken  up 
3  or  4  Hoiu-s,  it  being  9  or  10  Miles  diftant. 

^  (At  Sir  John  Mordaunfs  Uefne.)  Whether  tbajt 
Evening  was  not  ctnployed  on  board  his,  the  Vice- 

F  3  Admiral's 
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Admiral's  Ship»  in  getting  proper  Intelligence  con* 
cermng  Rocbeforf  ? 

A.  On  the  24th  in  the  Morning,  the  Day  after 
the  Attack  of  the  Ifle  of  AiXj.  the  Deponent  faw  his 
Signal  but  on  board  Sir  jE^w^ri  Hawke\  on  which 
Major  General  Conway  ahd  he  went  away  immediate^ 
ly  ;  Sir  Edward  Hawke^  on  their  coming  on  board, 
told  the  Deponent,  Admiral  Brodrick  and  three  Cap- 
tains were  gone  reconnoitring  for  a  Landing-Place, 
and  he  wllhed  for  their  fpeedy  Return.  As  that  Sig- 
nal, which  was  out  on  board  Sir  Edward^  was  for 
the  Rear- Admiral  as  well  as  the  Deponent,  being  a 
Standard  at  the  Enfign-StafF,  and  the  Veffels,  which 
Admiral  Brodrick  had  with  him,  were  not  in  Sight, 
he  begged  of  Sir  Edward  to  make  the  Signal  for  all 
Land  and  Sea  General  Officers,  which  is  the  Standard 
at  the  Mizen  Top-maft  Head,  that  being  moft  dif- 
cernible  at  a  Diftance,  and  to  repeat  firing  a  Gun 
every  Hour,  which  he  did :  Before  Four,  Admiral 
Brodrick  and  the  Captains  returned,  very  much  fa- 
tigued, and  drew  up  their  Report.  After  taking  a 
Morfel  of  Dinner  they  all  got  into  their  Boats  and 
went  away  to  the  Ifle  of  Aix  (excepting  Admiral  Brod- 
rick) in  order  to  colleft  what  Intelligence  they  could 
from  the  Prifoners  taken  in  the  Fort ;  a  Number  of 
the  Prifoners  were  fent  on  board  the  Deponent's  Ship, 
and  examined,  one  by  one,  by  General  Conway^  he 
ipeaking  French^  till  near  no'  Clock  at  Night,  when 
Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Sir  John  Mordaunt  went  away  ^^ 
and  the  Admiral  declared  his  Intention  of  holding  a 
Council*  of  War  qn  board  the  Deponent's  Ship  the 
next  Morning,  which  was  actordingly  done. 

^  Whether  the  Pilot  of  the  Neptune  was  examined 
that  Night  ? 

A.   He  cannot  remember. 

^  Does  he  recoiled  any  thing  relating  to  a  Re- 
p'Tt,  Captain  Proby  made  to  the  Admiral,  of  his 
having  fpoke  to  a  Dutch  Matter,  in  relation  to  the 
French  having  made  great  Preparations  at  Rochellt 
and  St,  Martins? 

^.He 


[87l  . 
A.  He  conceives,  that  is  contained  in  the  Mi- 
nutes ^of  the  Council  of  War  of  the  25.th,  among 
the  Reafons  afligned  for  the  Opinion  of  (hat  Council  \ 
but  in  regard  to  what  pafled  at  that  Council,  he  in- 
formed the  Court,  that  he  took  very  exadt  Minutes, 
which  he  has  now  with  him,  and  he  laid  the  fame 
before  the  Court,  in  Words  following  -,  wz. 

*  Sir  Edward  Hawkers  Inftruftions  read,  dated  5th 
'  Auguft^  iyS7'^  as  far  as  is  found  prafticable  C^^^, 

*  Intelligence   if  to  be  i:onfidercd,  or  believed   be- 

*  fore  Trial.) 

*  Sir  John  Mordaunt*s  Inftru6lions  read  —  con- 

*  formable  to  the  other  —  dated  3d  Auguft. 

'  Letter  from  S\v  John  Mordaunt  to  Mr.  Secretary 
«  jP///,^  dated  11  Ai^uft^  10  o'Clock  at  Night,  IQe 

*  Wight  J regarding  contrary  Winds  preventing 

*  the  fudden  Execution  of  his  Majefty's  Inftruc- 

*  tions. 

'  Mr.  Secretary  Pittas  Anfwer  read,   dated  13th 
'  Auguft^  — clear,  as  to  Power  of  judging. 

'  Mr.  Secretary  P/7/*s  Letter  tb  Sir  Edward  Hawke^ 

*  dated  1 5th  September^ —  urging  the  Attempt  for  the 

*  Deftruftion  of  Rochefort^  and  clear  as  to  Limita- 

*  tion  of  time. 

*  D?  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt D.  D. 

*  Report — Admiral  Brodrick. 

'  On  Examination  of  Col.  Clerks  all  that  could 

*  be  gathered  is,  that  the  Army  are  to  marcK  up 

*  to  fee,  \i  Rochefprt  can  be  efcaladed  or  riot,   bu^ 

*  that  all  opening  of  Trenches  for  carrying  on  of  a 

*  regular  Siege  were    not  in  his  Plan  for  attacking 
'it. 

*  £^»w//if— a  Ditch. 

*  Pilot  Neptune-za,  Ditch  and  Sluices. 

*  Prifoners — Ditto — &f  Contra^  and  worked  on  For- 

*  tjfications  about  a  Fortnight 

*  1 2  Broke  up,  — — -  unfiniflied. 
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!t  being  Three  o*CItfck, 

ADJOURNED  till  to  Morrow  at  Ten  in    the 
Morning. 

SAtURDAY    17th   DtCEMftBR,    IJS?. 

THE  COURT  being  met,  and  Vice  Admiral 
Knowles  not  being  yet  come, 
The  Following  Letters  of  the  jSth  and  19th 
Aiigufi  laft,  from  Captaifi  jircbibald  Clevland  to  JobH 
ClevlanJf  Efq v. Secretary  to^the  J^ords  Commiilioners 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  proved  by  him  to  have  bctrt 
received  on  the  19th  of  the  fame  Month)  were  read 
by  Defire  of  Sit  John  Mordaunt^  viz. 

"  Gibraltar^  Spiheadj  Auguji  19th,  1757* 

"Sir, 

**  Be  pleafed  to  inform  the  Lords  Commiffioners 

^'  of  the  Admiralty  of  the  Inclofed  j   I  Ihould  have 

?-  fcnt  it  Ycfterday,  but  thro'  Hurry  [  had  miflaid  it, 

^*  I  am, 
*  Sir, 
*'  Your  moft  Humtle  Servant, 

*^  ARCH.  CLEVLAND/ 


*'  Gibraltar y  Spifbeadf  Auguji  18th,  1757/ 
«'  Sir, 
"  On  tFednifday  the  ^i7th  of  Auguji^  about  12. 
^'  o'clock  at  Woon,  I  fpoke  with  a  Dutch  Convoy 
^'  from  Rochelkj  there  was  two  Men  of  War,  one 
^^  of  60  Guns  and  one  of  44  Guns,  with  55  Sail 
**  of  Merchantmen  ;  the  firft  Lieutenant  of  the  .60 
*'  Gun  Ship  came  on  board  me,  and  told  me,  that 
*'  the  French  expedited  a  Vifit  from  ui  at  Rochelle^ 
V  but  made  no  Preparation. 

**  I  am 

**  Tour  moft  humble  Servant, 

AKCH.  CLEVLANt).*^ 


[89]      . 

LiEiTT.  William  Rov  Elnginccr"  betog  fvorn, 
was  afked,  if  he  had  as  many  Worktpen  as  he  chofe 
to  have,  how  long  Time  it  would  take  to  throw  up 
a  Work  of  three  hundred  Yards,  fo  as  to  make  it 
defenfible  againft  any  Judden  Aflault  ? 

A.  He  believes  it  extremely  difficult  to  determine 
any  Thing  of  that  Kind  exaftly,  becaufe  it  muft 
depcftdon  the  Nature  of  the  Soil  where  the  Work  vs 
to  be  thrown  up,  and  on  the  Number  of  Men,  which 
dm  be  employed  on  that  Work,  but  he  is  neverthc- 
tefs  T5f  opinion,  that  in  any  ordinary  Soil,  fo  fmali  aa 
ExtSfif  of  Entrenchment  as  60,  100,  or  300  Yards 
might  be  thrown  up,  and  in  the  Space  of  2  or  3  Days 
made  fo  ftrong«  as  to  tender  it  unafTailabld;  till  fUch 
Time,  as  it  was  battered  and  laid  open  by  Cannon^ 
and  in  thh  fame  Time  he  thinks  even  a  covered  Way, 
Glacis,  and  perhaps  an  advanced  Ditch  might  be 
made. 

^  Had  the  Expedition  Train  of  Artillery  fuffi-» 
cient  to  oppofe  to  the  Cannon  of  a  fortified  Town  ? 

A>  He  imagines  not  5  believer,  they  had  only  12 
Pieces  of  battering  Cannon^  is  not  certain, 

^.  Of  what  Calibre  were  the  Cannon  ?        , 

A.  Twelve  Pounders  and  Twenty-four  Pounders, 
is  not  certain  of  the  Number  of  each, 

A  UETURN  from  the  Ordnance  Office  being  ia 
fpefted,  it  thereby  appeared,  that  the  Ordnance  fcnt 
out  on  the  Expedition  is  as  follows,  viz. 

Ordnance  Heavy^  Proportion^ 

« 

Brafs,    mounted  on  travel- r 


JingCarriages,cqmp!eated  \  ^+  ^^""^'''    ^^ 
wijh  limbers,  &c.  t  ^  * 


6 
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Ordnance  UgbL 

Brafs,  mounted  on  travel-  T 

ling  Carriages,  with  Lim-J    6  Pounders    lO 

bers,  Ammunition,Boxcs,  I    3      — —     ■  .  6 

and  Elevating  Screws,       ^       ' 

(^ 

Howitzers,        5i  Inches      2 


r  10  Inches      ■  2 

Mortars  on  their  Beds,        ^  8  -; —   2 

14t  Cohorns        -  ■  '  20 

Lieut.  Roy  being  aflced,  what  Number  of  Artil- 
lery Horfes  there  were  ? 

Anfwered,  He  docs  not  know  exaftly  the  Nura- 
.ber,  never  having  feen  the  Return  of  them. 

Sir  John  Mordaunt  informed  the  Court,  the  Num- 
ber of  Artillery  Horfes  were  Forty. 

The  HoNouRiiifBLE  Major-General  Edward 
CoRNWALLis  being  fworn,  and  defired  to  inform  the 
Court,  what  he  knows  in  regard  to  the  Opinion  of  the 
$eaOfficers,^as  totheDifficulty  of  landing  in  the  Night 
of  the  28th,depofed,that  he  went  on  board  t\it  America^ 
the  Ship  appointed  for  the  Rendezvous,  about  Ten 
or  Eleven  o'Clock  that  Night,  and  was  there  fome 
Time  before  Sir  John  Mordaunt  came;  there  were 
feverai  Captains  of  Men  of  War  on  board,  and  the 
Deponent  found  by  them,  that  the  landing,  in  their 
Opinion,  would  be  dangerous,  almoft  impraSicable, 
and  Madnefs  in  a  Manner  to  attempt  it.  The  Depo- 
nent had  much  Difcourfe  with  Captain  How  in  parti- 
cular, who  exprefled  himfelf  with  a  great  deal  of 
Warmth,  and  feemed  very  uneafy  at  the  Under- 
taking ;  he  faid  there  would  be  at  lead  fix  Hours  in 
towing  to  get  to  the  Shore  againft  a  Head-Sea,  and 
likewifc  five  or  fix  Hours  more  before  a  fecond  Eq?- 

barkation 
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Boats  might  be  a  confiderable  Time  under  the  Ene- 
mies Batteries,  if  they  had  any,  the  Men  flowed  fo  in 
tKe  Boats  as  not  to  be  able  to  make  ufe  of  their  Arms,fo 
as  to  make  any  Sort  of  Defence,  and  no  Ships  to  protect 
them.  Captain  Hem  faid,  though  he  was  not  upon 
that  particular  Duty,  yet  he  thought  it  of  fuch  Confe* 
auence,  that  he  could  not  helpxleclaring  his  Opinion, 
and  that  he  would  mention  it  to  the  Commander  in 
chief,  when  he  came  on  board.  This  likewife  fcemcd 
to  be  the  general  Opinion,  particularly  Captains 
J^ems^  and  Buckle^  (hewed  Diflike  to  the  Attempt. 
After  Sir  Jabn  Mordaunt  came  on  board  the  America^ 
and  heard  the  general  Opinion,  as  to  the  Difficulty  of 
lading,  he  talked  with  Major-General  Conway^  Colo- 
nel Howard^  and  the  Deponent,  on  the  Subjeft,  and 
they  all  agreed,  that  the  Attempt  would  be  wrong  as 
the  Wind  then  was.  Sir  John  Mordaunt  thereupon 
ordered  the  Troops  to  reimbark  from  the  Boats  on 
board  the  Tranfports,  many  of  them  having  been 
fome  time  embarked,  and  then  returned  on  board  the 
Ramilies.  The  Deponent  ftaid  at  his  Poft,  till  it  was 
Day-light,  and  until  Sir  Edward  Hawke  bad  ordered 
all  the  Boats  to  their  different  Ships  again»  and* then 
went  on  board  his  own  Ship  the  Princefs  Amelia. 

^  (By  the  Court)  Upon  the  25th,  if  it  had  then 
been  thought  advifeable  to  land,  would  the  fame  Diffi- 
culties have  occurred  ?  ^ 

A.  He  does  not  particularly  recoiled ;  as  to  the 
Weather  and  the  Head-Sea  he  thinks  not  %  but  as  for 
the  Diftance  of  the  Tranfports  from  the  Place,  at 
which  it  was  intended  to  land,  they  were  on  the  25  th 
gs  far,  and,  he  ratherthinks,  farther  off. 

^  At  what  Place  the  landing  was' intended  to  be 
made  on  the  28  th  ? 

A.  In  the  Bay  of  Chatelaillon. 

^  How  many  Days  Provifion  were  the  Troops  to 
take  on  Shore  with  them  ? 

^.  He  thinks.  Four  Days  Provifions, 

^.  At 


E9«} 

^  At  what  Time  the  Boats  wq«'  orifcrcci  b*ck- 
again  to  the  Tranfports  and  Men  of  War  ? 

J.  He  can't  cafdy  fay  ;  thinks  Sir  Edward  H^ks^$ 
Order  for  that  Purpofe  was  about  aoi  Hour  and  an 
half,  or  Two  Hours,  after  tHc  RetMrn  of  Sir  JcAtt 
Mordaunt  on  board  the  Ramilies. 

^.  Whether  the  Purport  of  the  Mf Pliorial  of  Ac 
Difpoficion  of  the  Troops  of  France^  which  reprefenU. 
ten  thoufand  Men  only  upon  the  Co^ft,  froqi  5^.  Va- 
levy  to  Bourdeaux^  was  conimunicated  by  Sir  Jobti 
Morliaunt  to  the  Council  of  War  of  the  25th  ? 

A  He  can't  recolleft  \  he  rather  thinks  not. 

^  I  low  many  Debarkations  woqld  it  ijave  taken 
to  complcat  the  whole  ?     . 

A.  Tht  Boats,  as  he  underftood,  would  haye  cqn- 
tained  from  1500  to  iSooMcn:  and  fuppofing  all 
the  Boats  to  have  returned  fafe  to  the  Ships,  .the.fanic 
Number  would  have  been  landed  ir>  the  ilbcond  Em- 
barkation, and  by  that  Red^oning,  ic  would  have 
taken  four  or  five  Debarkations, 

^  After  the  Soldiers  were  difembarked,  whether 
]t  would  not  have  required  pother  Embarkation  at 
leailfor  the  Artillery,  Stores,  and  Hpr&s  ? 

J.  It  would  have  taken,  as  he  conceive^,  o^ort 
than  one  Embarkation  for  the  Artillery  aipd  Stores  t 
^nd  the  Horfes  he  doubted  of  their  being  aBIe  to  )ana 
at  all  i  he  thinks  they  muft  have  been  landed  in  jLong^ 
boars,  or  fwam  on  Shore,  if  it  coul4  have  been  ef- 
fefiedetall. 

^  Would  the  Flux  and  Reflux  of  the  Tide  h^ve 
tcaufed  any  Alteration  in  the  Matter  ? 

/f.  He  is  not  a  competent  Judge. 

^  Did  he  attend  the  jCabinet- Council,  or  aqy  of 
the  Meetings,  before  they  went  upon  the  Expedition  ? 

A.  He  attended  the  firft  Cabinet- Council. 

^  From  the  Converfadon  he  had  there^  did  he  not 
expe<9;  great  Afliftance  from  tlte  Fleet  i 

A,  Yes,  he  certainly  didj  but  they  appeared  at 
that  Meeting  fo  totally  ignorant  Of  the  Bay,  of  the 

Place 
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JPlice  of  Landing,  or  of  the  Coaft,  that  it  finifhed 
with  fending  for  the  Pilot,  (Thierry^  as  he  believes;  it 
was  a  Pilot  then  at  Spithead.)  The  other  two  Coun- 
cils he  did  not  attend,  being  ordered  to  the  Ifle  of 
ff^i^bf,  to  take  the  Command  of  the  Troops  there. 

^.  Were  any  of  the  Admirals,  or  principal  Sea- 
Officers  prefent  at  that  Meeting  ? 

yi.  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Vice- Admiral  Knowks 
were  there, 

^  (By  t)efire  'of  iSir  John  Mordaunt)  Was  Ap- 
plication  made  at  that  Meeting  for  additional  Strength 
of  Artillery  ? 

/I.  He  can't  difeftly  fay,  whether  for  more  Artil- 
lery or  not ;  fome  Demands  were  made;  bethinks 
for  more  Troops, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Murray,  being  again 
called  in,  was  examined. 

^  On  the  29th,  When  he  was  ordered  by  Sir  John 
Mordauni  to  rtconnoitte  the  Coaft,  what  Obfervations 
he  reported  tb  Sir  yobn  ? 

A.  Colonel    Howard^    Lieatenant-Colontl   Wdfe^ 

'Captain  How^  -and  the  Dep6ncnt,  went  on  board  the 

Vifer  Sloop,  which  Sloop  lay  tieareft  the  Shore  in  the 

Bay  of  Chatelaillon.     They  viewed  the  Coaft  from  the 

Top  of  the  Awning,  (which  is  elc\rated  above  the 

*Deck)  and  fa'w  ^  Tent  and  fix  Gans  naked  upon  the 

bluff  Point  of  Chateldillon,    From  that  Point  to  the 

^VxAvii  Angolin  they  computed  it  to   be   aboHt  three 

Miles  and  an  half,,  or  four^  all  which  afforded  a  good 

Landing  j  but  there  was  a  Ridge  of  Sand  Hills,  that 

ran  from  Point  to  Point  quite  along  the  Bay,  within 

^about  forty  Yards  of  High  Water  Mark,  to  the  beft 

of  his  Judgment.     Thefe  S;ind-Hills  fcemed  to  be 

.about   25   or   30  Fket,    in   general,    perpendicular 

!Hefghr,  and  caparte '  of  concealing  any  Number  of 

^Troops  from  their  Sight.    Thfty  faw  no  Troops, 

•^llc<jloubts, '  or  Batteries,  (eX(^epting  the  Battery  he  has 

krichtioned)  to  oppofc  a  Debarkation,    The  Captain 

of 


t  94  ] 
of  the  Viper  Sloop  told  them,  that  upon  the  26th  he 
had  feen  a  confiderable  Body  of  Troops,  ivith  feveral 
Pair  of  Colours,  march  along  the  Shore  ffdm  Rd- 
cbelle^  and  that  they  encamped  in  the  Bijr  that  After- 
noon behind  the  Sand  Hills  ;  which  Saild  Hills  the 
Capctfin  of  the  Viper  called  an  Entrenchmtot ;  that 
the  Men  went  to  Work  the  fame  Afternoon  upon 
thcfe  Sand  Hills  j  and  the  next  Day  their  Tents  wefc 
more  covered,  intercepted  by  the  Work  they  had 
thrown  up,  and  at  laft  they  were  intirely  covered,  (o 
that  he  could  not  fee  them  from  his  Awning*  That» 
however,  the  28th,  (the  Day  before  their  Coming  on 
board)  he  had  feen  them  from  his  Main-top;  but 
that  Captain  How  had  been  that  Morning  of  the  29th 
to  his  Main- top;  but  faw  neither  Troops  nor  En- 
campment. Captain  Cooper^  Commander  .of  the  Ship 
that  laid  next  to  the  Viper  Sloop,  told  them  he  had 
feen  the  Troops  from  his  Top-gallant-maft-head  that 
fame  Morning,  that  being  an  higher  Ship. — From 
the  Viper  Sloop  they  rowed  into  the  Shore,  as  near  as 
they  thought  it  prudent ;  but  faw  nothing  more  from 
the  Boats,  than  they  had  done  from-  the  Awning  of 
the  Ship.  When  they  returned,  they  reported  this 
to  Sir  John  Mordaunty  and,  as  he  remembers,  al(b 
mentioned  to  him,  that  the  Ground  beyond  the  Sand- 
Hills  was  fqch,  as  Cavalry  could  a£t  in. 

^  At  what  Time  of  the  Day  did  they  make  thb 
Repdrt  to  Sir  John  Mor daunt? 

A  About  Five  o'Clock  in  the  Afternoon  of  the  29th 

^  (By  Defire  of  Sir  John  Mordaunt)  As  he  recon- 
noitred that  Coaft,  what  Number  of  Troops,  under  a 
good  Officer,  does  he  imagine  fufficient  to  have  de- 
fended the  Bay  of  Chatelatllon  againft  their  landing, 
had  it  been  attempted  ? 

J.  Ic  is  ♦Matter  of  Opinion,  and  depends  greadji 
on  the  Capacity  of  the  Officer ;  he  thinks,  againft 
two  thoufand  Men,  which  he  believes  was  .the  whole 
Number  the  Boats  could  haye  embarked  at  once,  one 
Batallion  of  Infantry,  and  two  St^uadrons  of  Dra- 
2  goons. 
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goons,  with  fix  Field-pieces,  might  have  rendered 
their  landing inefTeftual,  had  it  been  made  on  the  29th, 
when  the  Wind  was  as  ftrong,  as  it  was  on  the  28th. 
— In  his  Opinion,  if  the  Wind  was  to  the  Wcftward, 
they  could  not  have  landed  at  all. 

^  (By  the  Court)  How  near  it  was  necefl&ry  for 
the  Boats  to  have  gone  to  the  fix  Pieces  of  Cannon 
mentioned  in  his  Evidence  ? 

A.  Had  they  gone  down  to  the  AngoUn^  they  might 
have  been  intirely  out  of  the  Reach  of  the  Guns,  and 
had  they  gone  diredly  under  the  bluff  Point,  they 
would  not  long  have  Ibeen  annoyed  by  them. 

^  Did  he  ever  hear,  how  far  it  was  from  Rocbelle 
to  the  Place,  where  they  were  to  land  ? 

A.  From  the  Point  of  Angolin  does  not  appear  to 
be  above  three  Miles  from  Rocbelle^  as  far  as  he  could 
judge  from  the  Eye,  and  from  the  Map  he  has  feen  ; 
but  to  the  Cod  of  the  Bay,  believes,  about  five  Miles. 

^.  Whether  the  Captain  of  the  Viper  mentioned 
the  Number  of  the  Troops  he  had  feen  ? 

A.  He  thinks  the  Captain  mentioned  having  feen 
fix  Colours  ^  he  can't  talce  upon  him  to  fay,  whether 
he  mentioned  how  many  Troops. 

Major-General  Cornwallis  was  further  ex- 
amined. 

^.  Whether  Sir  John  Mordaunt  did  fummon  all 
the  Land-Ofiicers  of  the  Council  of  War  to  confider 
of  a  Letter  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke^  propofing  a  Return 
to  England? 

A.  On  the  29th  of  September^  the  Deponent  re- 
ceived a  Letter  from  Sir  "John  Mordaunt  in  the  Middle 
of  the  Day,  defiring  he  would  attend  him  that  After- 
noon on  board  the  Ramilies.  The-Deponent  went 
aipcordingly,  and  after  having  b^en  there  fome  Time, 
$ir  John  Mordaunt  The  believes  it  was  then  about  the 
Hour  of  Seven)  fent  in  for  him  and  Colonel  Ihwar4^ 
Major-General  Conway  being  already  with  him.  Sir 
John  told  them,  that  he  had  received  a  Letter 'from 
Sir  Edmxrd  Hawke^  which  he  gave  the  Deponent  to 

read. 
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read,  and  which  he  believes  to  be  the  fame,  A  noir 
{>rodiiced  in  Coiwt,  viz. 

Ramilies^  Bafque  Rozd^  Sept.  29,  1757. 
**  S  I  R, 
**  Should  the  General  Officers  of  the  Troops  have 
*•*  no  farther  military  Operations  to  propofe,  confide- 
*'  rable  enough  to  authorize  my  detaining  the  Squa- 
**  dron  under  ray  Command  longer  here,  I  beg  Leave 
**  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  intend  to  proceed  with  k 
*'  for  England  without  Lofs  of  Tinoe. 

«  I    am,    S  I  R, 

*'  Your  mod  Obedient, 
To  Sir  John  "  Moft  Humble  Servant, 

Mordaunt.  «  E  D.    H  A  W  K  E." 

And  he  afked  the  Deponent's  Opinion,  as  alfo  th«t 
of  the  others,  what  was  proper  to  be  done  upon  it; 
the  Deponent  told  S\r  Jobfiy  he  knew  pretty  well  his 
Opinion ;  for  that  he  had  conflantly  been  againft 
'landing,  fince  the  Council  of  War  of  the  25th,  and 
that  every  Day  and  everv  Hour  they  ftaid,  he  fliould 
be  more  and  more  againft  it ;  that  there  was  no  Ser- 
vice of  Confequence  to  be  done,  and  therefore  he  was 
of  Opinion  to  return. 

^  Did  they  not  all  unanimoufly  concur  in  Opi- 
nion to  return  ? 

^A.  He  thinks  Major-General  C^ww^jj' did  hefitate 
'Upon  it ;  but  did  afterwards  come  into  the  general 
Opinion  for  returning.  * 

^  (By  the  Court)  Whether  Sir  Edward  Hofwke 
was  on  board  at  the  Time  ? 

A.  He  was  on  board  j  but  not  prefent  at  the 
•Council,  ^r  Meeting. 

^  Were  not  they,  who  were  aflembled,  the  four 
Officers  appointed  for  the  holding' Councils  of  War 
at  Land? 

A.  ye»,  as  he  underflood  it* 

%  Can 
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^  Can  he  give  any  Reafon,  why  the  Admirals  and 
the  cideft  Sea-Captain  were  not  at  that  Council  of 
War? 

yf.  He  cannot* 

^  Did  Major-General  Conway ^  when  he  hefitated j 
urge  any  Objeftions  ?      . 

A*  He  thinks  nothing  new^  or  that  tended  to  con-  . 
vince  the  Deponent  at  all;  he  did  not  propofe  any 
Operations,  as  he  remembers. 

^  What  was  doing  the  26th,  and  27th  ? 

A.  A  Propofal  was  made,  as  he  believes,  on  the 
26th,  is  not  fure,  by  Major-General  Coftway  about 
landing  on  the  Ifle  of  Oleron ;  Sir  Edward  Hawki 
made  fome  Objeftion  i  the  Deponent  likewife  was  of 
adifferent  Opnion,  as  thinking  it  tended  to  nothing 
of  Confequence. 

•  ^.  (By  Sir  John  Mcrdaunt'sDeRrt)  What  was  his. 
Sir  John  M&rdaunf%^  Opinion  at  that  Confukation  ? 

A.  Sir  John  Mordaunt  faid,  that,  if  it  was  the  gene-* 
ral  Opinion,  l\e  (hould  concur  in  it* 

In  regard  to  the  27th,  the  Deponent  informed  the 
Court,  that  he  received  a  Meflage  from  ^xxJohnM&r-* 
daunt  that  Day,  to  come  down  to  the  Ifle  of  Aix  %  he 
accordingly  went  there  in  the  Morning,  where  he  met 
Sir  John  Mordaunt^  with  Sir  Edward  Hawke^  Vice- 
Adnpfiral  Knowles^  and  Major*Gcneral  Comvay,  (whe- 
ther Colonel  Howard  was  there,  he  can't  fay)  they 
feemed  to  bt  employed  in  viewing  Fort  Fouras  with 
Spying^Glafies  and  Telefcopes,  to  fee  what  they  could 
make  of  that  Fort ;  the  Deponent  could  make  nothing 
of  it  himfelf  at  fo  great  a  Diftance,  fo  as  to  form  any 
Kind  of  Judgment  about  it.  After  having  been  there 
fome  Time,  the  Deponent  alked  Sir  John  Mordaunt 
if  he  had  any  Commands  Jbr  him,  and  Sir  John  an- 
fwering  him,  that  he  had  not,  he  returned  on  board 
his  own  Ship. 

-  ^  (By  Sir  John  Mordaunt* ^'Dt^wt)  Did  he  receive 
a  Summons  that  Evening  to  attend  a  Council  of  War 
the  next  Day,  to  confider  of  an  Attack  of  the  Forts  on 
the  Mouth  of  the  Cbar^ntt  ? 

G  vf.  He 
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A.  Hedid  receive aSutnmons to  attcnd.aCotmcrtof 
War  the  next  Da/ ;  can't  fay  now,  what  it  contained. 

^.  (By  the  Court),  While  they  were  at  Aix  on  the 
27th,  was  there  any  Confultation  between  the  Gene- 
rals and  Admirals  ? 

A.  They  did  at  Times  talk  together,  but  the  De- 
ponent did  not  hear  that  Difcourfe ;  there  was  00  ge- 
ral  Cpnfultatiop. 

Vic5-Adm^ral  Knowles  was  again  called  in,  and 
i(  being  obferved  to  Sir  "jobn  Mordaunt^  that  the  Mi- 
niites  pf  the  Council  of  War,  which  fpeak  ojily  in 
gpneral/Terms  of  *'  fcveral  Informations  received  of 
*^  Troops  aflembled  in  the  Neighbourhood,"  would 
not  be  (ufSgient  to  eftablifh  any  particular  Intelli- 
gence, be  might  think  material  for  his  Defence  5  Sir 
Jphn  Moriauy^t  defifed,  that  his  Queftion  of  Yefter- 
day  might  again  be  propofed  to  Vice- Admiral  Knewleji^ 
viz. 

^  Does  he  recoiled  any  thing  relating  to  a  Re- 
pqft  m^de  to  the  Admiral  -by  Ca|)taia  Preby^  of  his 
having  fpoke  to  a  Butch  Maftgr,  who  informed. him, 
that  the  French  had  made  great  Preparation^  91  Hxh 
ckelM  and  St  M^^rtin's? 

.  Thje  Vice-Admiral  anfvvered,  that  he  cannot  parti- 
cularly charge  his  Memory,  who  it  was  that  was  men- 
tioned to  have  given  the  Repprt ;  but  that  Sir  jg^- 
i^ard  Hawke  did  deliver  in,  feyeral  Papers  of  InteJU- 
gence,  which  he  had  gained  during  the  Paflage;  and 
amongft  them  mention  was  made  of  the  Enemy's 
having  Knowledge  of  their  Approach  5  and  it  was 
t^iken  for  granted  at  the  Co.uneil  of  War  of  tlie  25th, 
that  the  French  h^d  Intelligence  of  their  Defigns-,  and 
the  Deponent  is  confirmed  in  their  having  a  Knqw- - 
l^clge  of  it  at  Brejiy .  bccaufc  he  read  ftveral  Letters 
taken  in  the  Emeraldy  the  SouthampiotCs  Prize,  giving 
an  Account  thereof,  and  of  wliat  Preparations  the 
Jbrencb  were  making.  ' 

t  Being  defircd  to  explain  his  Anfwer,  whether  from^ 
die  Intelligence  he  refers  to,  be  underftood»  that  the 

French 
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Prencb  had  Knowledge  of  any  particular  Obje<5t  of 
this  Expedition,  or  whether  they  apprehended  fomc 
Attempt  upon  their  Coafts  in  general  ?  and  whether 
the  Preparations  were  confined  to  Breft^  from  an  Ap- 
prchenfion  that  the  Armament  might  be  intended, 
againft  that  Place,  or  whether  they  were  general  along  . 
thcCoaft? 

He  faid,  that  he  cannot  be  certain,  as  to  the  whole 
of  the  Intelligence  ;  but  from  tHofe  particular  Letters 
taken  in  the  Emerald^  he  underftood,  that  the  French . 
had  Notice  of  a  Defign  fomewhere  upon  the  Coaft, 
and  were  making  Preparations  in  general. 

Some  of  the  Wknefles  having  mentioned  Vice- 
Admiral  Knowles  as  being  prefent,  when  a  Difcourfe 
was  had  by  Sir  Edward  nawkcy  touching  an  Attack 
intended  to  be  made  upon  Fort  Fouras  by  Sea,  he  was- 
delired  to  inform  the  Court,. what  he  knows  concern- 
ing that  Intention,  or  the  Prafticability  of  fuch  Atuck : 

Sir  John  Mor daunt  defiring,  that  unlefs  the  Anfwer 
tended  to  make  either  for  him,  or  againft  him,  it. 
might  be  waved,  as  it  would  prolong  the  Trial,— 

Vice- Admiral  Knofvles  took  that  Opportunity  of  de- 
claring, that  if  he  knew  any  thing  againft  Sir  7^^», 
he  would  declare  it  publickly,  and  not  bring  it  out  by. 
Piece- meal ;  bdt  that  he  doei  not :  On  the  contrary, 
he  does  in  his  Confcience  believe.  Sir  John  has  done 
every  thing,  that  becomes  an  experienced  General,  to 
the  beft  of  his  Judgment,  for  the  Service  of  his  King, 
and  Country,  and  would  have  done  more,  if  it  could 
^  have  been  done :— • 

The  Vice- Admiral  then  depofed  in  Anfwer  to  th(? 
Queftion,  that  after  the  Surrender  of  the  Ifle  of  jiix 
Sir  Edward  Hawke  told  him,  the. Pilot  of  the  Ship 
Magnanime  had  offered  to  carry  her  in,  to  batter  Fort 
FMras ;  \ic:  does  not  recoUeft,  at  what  Diftance ;  the 
Deponent  objefted  againft  the  Magnanime^  as  fhe  drew 
at  leaft  a  Foot  more  Water  than  the  Barfieur^  and 
propofcd  that  Ship  inftead  of  her,  as  being  of  greater 
Force,  as  well  as  an  old  Ship,  and  her  Lofs  therefore 
Immaterial.    Sir  Edward  tiawki  difciStcd  the  Dcpo- 
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ncnt  to  have  the.  Barfieur  lightened  immediately  for 
that  Purpofe.  When  he  returned  on  board  his  own 
Ship  he  direftly  fent  for  Captain  Graves  of  the  Bar-^ 
fieuTy  and  told  him  Sir  Edward*^  Intention ;  the  Cap?- 
tain  reply'd,  his, Ship  was  on  Ground,  where  (he 
then  laid,  being,  tothebeftof  his  Judgment,  more 
than  five  Miles  diftant  from  the  Fort.  He  has  fince 
heard,  that  Colonel  Brudenell  was  on  board  of  her  at 
that  Time.  Upon  this  feveral  Mailers,  together  with 
Pilots,  were  direfted  to  go  founding,  particularly 
the  Mafter  of  the  Barfieur^  and  of  his  own  Ship  the 
Neptune.  On  his  acquainting  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
with  the  Imprafticability  of  getting  the  Barfieur  in, 
and  the  Matters  having  made  their  Reports  of  the 
Soundings,  that  Intention  was  laid  afide,  as  impofli- 
ble.  Some  Days  after,  he  can't  be  pofitive,  but  be- 
lieves after  the  firft  Council  of  War,  Sir  Edward 
direfted  the  Deponent  to  carry  in  the  two  Bomb- 
Ketches,  to  try  to  bombard  the  Fort  •,  the  Deponent 
immediately  gave  their  Captains  Orders  fo  to  do,  and 
directed  the  Pilot  of  the  Magnanifne  to  conduct  the 
Infernal  Bomb  in^  and  the  Other  to  follow.  In  at- 
tempting to  get  in,  the  Pilot  ran  the  Infernal  aground, 
where  (he  laid  fome  confiderabfe  Time ;  two  Row- 
Galleys,  feeing  her  alone  (for  (he  had  out  failed  the 
other  Bomb,  and  was  at  leaft  two  Miles  from  her) 
made  to  attack  the  Infernal^  which  the  Deponent 
perceiving  haftened  on  board,  and  gave  a  Signal  for 
all  the  Boats,  manned  and  armed,  to  go  to  her  Af- 
fiftance,  and  went  himfelf  in  the  Cwentry  Fri- 
gate; on  which  the  Galleys  retired,  after  firing  a 
great  many  Shot  at  the  Bomb- Ketch. — When  the 
Ketch  was  on  Ground  (he  was  a  long  Way  without 
th^  Reach  of  her  Shells,  with  the  greateft  Requifite 
of  Powder  (which  he  knows  will  fly  two  Mile^  and 
two  thirds)  having  thrown  feveral,  which  fell  great- 
ly fhort.  The .  Coventry^  in  attempting  to  get  to  the 
Pomb,  ran  on  fiiore  five  diflTcrent  Times. — After  fhe 
Tide  had  flowed,  and  the  Bomb-Ketch  floated,  flie 
get  under  Sail  again,  jn«l  worked  nearer  to  Fouras^ 
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OS  near  as Aer  Draught  of  Water  would  let  her,  and 
then  threw  fcveral  Shells  more,  none  of  which  did 
reach. — He  added,  that  he  is  confident,  if  it  had 
been  in  the  Power  of  Man  to  have  got  any  Ship  or  * 
Veffel  in  for  that  Purpofe,  Fore  Fmras  would  have 
bten  attacked  by  Sea  by  Order  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke ; 
and  the  Deponent,  in  Cohformity  to  his  Commands, 
would  have  effefted  it. — Likewife  in  regard  to  a  Pro- 
pofal,  that  has  been  mentioned  of  attacking  Fi5//r^ 
by  Land  at  the  fame  Time  it  was  attacked  by  Sea,  as 
an  Officer,  he  declares  it  to  be  impofl\ble,  becaufc 
the  Shot  from  the  Ships,  which  miffed,  would  have' 
cut  the  Army  behind  it  to  Pieces. 

The  following  Exprcflion  bein^  obferved  in  the 
Minutes  taken  by  Vice- Admiral  Knowles  at  the  Coun- 
cil of  War  of  the  25th,  as  by  him  laid*  before  the* 
Court  Yefterday —  "  Pilot  Neptune^  '  a  Ditch  and 
**  Sluices^ — Prifoners  I>.  and  contra^**  he  was  dc-' 
fired  to  inform  the  Court,  whether  any  of  the  Pri- 
foners examined  at  the  Council  of  War  denied  the 
Circumftance  of  a  wet  Ditch,  or  of  Skiices  ^ — To 
thia  he  arif*ered,  that  fome  of  the  Prifoners  afferted, 
that  there  was  a  wet  Ditch  all  round,  and  fome.  that 
there  was  not ;  but  does  not  remember  any  faid  pofi- 
tively,  there  were  not  Sluices. 

^  As  his  Minutes  Ihew  him  to  have  been  very 
particular  in  regard  to  the  Proceedings  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  War  of  the  25th,  can  he  rccolleft,  whether 
the  Import  of  the  Memorial,  giving  an  Account  of 
the  Difpofition  of  the  French  Troops,  produced  at  a 
Cabinet  Council  in  London^  was  communicated  to 
that  Council  of  War  ? 
yf.  He  cannot  rccoUeft. 

^  Whether  Thierry  was  pitched  upon   for  con* 
duftiog  in  the  Bomb- Ketch,  as  the  beft  Pilot  ?  ' 

A.  Yes. 

\^.  If  Thierry  the  Pilot  had  been  loft,  had  they  any 
other  Pilot,  who  knew  that  Part  of  the  Coaft  ? 
A.  None. 
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'Sui  John  Mor daunt  acquaiated  theComt,  that  be 

'  fboUld  not  trpu.ble  them  with   the  Examination   of 

any  more  Witnefies,  but  delivered  a  Paper  cont^ning 

a.  few  Obfcrvations,  which  he  defired  might  be  read. 

Colonel  Wolfe  being  made  acquainted  with  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Murray^ .  Evidence,  in  regard  to 
Troops  feen  on  the  Ifle  of  Bhe  from  the  JPoop 
of  the  R^milies  on  the  23d  September ,  which  Cir- 
ciimftance  is  not  mentioned  by  Colonel  ff^(flfej  who  is 
faid  to  have .  been  in  Company  ;  as  alfo  in  regard  to 
Yeflels  being  feen  to  pafs  froo)  the  Ifle  of  Rbe  to  the 
Continent,  or  from  the  Continent  to  the  Ifland, 
faid,  that  he  does  recollefi:  feeing  fome  Troops 
through  Gla0es,  and  thinks  likewife  Colours ; .  but 
did  not  attend  to  the  Matter  fufficiently  to  be  fo  par^ 
ticular,  as  Lieutenant  Colonel  Murray  has  been. 

Then  the  Paper  delivered  by  Sir  John  Mordaunt 
was  read,  agreeable  to  his  Defire,  inWords  following  1 

My  Lord,  •  , 

,   *'  Before  I  put  a  final  Conclufion  to  the  Trouble 

^  I  have  given  the  Court,  I  hope  you  will  excufe  my 

^  detaining  you  a  few  Minutes  longer ;    in  ordier  to 

^  make  fome  Obfervacions  that  have  occurred,  and 

*  which  I  have  ordered  to  be  put  together,,  during 
^  the  Courfcof  myProoifs. 

.  *  By  a  Queftion  alked  one  of  my  Witnefles  by  the 
^  Judge  Advocate,  it  feems,  as  if  he  thought,  I  could 

♦  have  called  a  Council  of  War  upon  the  24th  ;  biit 

•  I  dare  fay  it  will  be  remembered,  that  the  Time  of 
.  *  calling  a  Council  of  War  was  not  prefcribed  by  my 

*  Inftruftions,  and  therefore  I  can  be  guilty  of  no 
^  Aft  6f  Difobedience  in  callrng  it  at  ^hat  Time, 
t  which  I .  thought  mod  proper  for  obtaining  the 

•  End  propofcd  by  it.     It  cannot  have  efcaped  the 

•  Court,  that  it  is  proved,  that  the  Afternoon  and 
,*  Evening    of  the    24th  were    employed    in    en- 

*  deayouring  to  gain  Intelligence  necefTary  for  our 

*  Aftions,  or  Deliberations. '  And  the  Court  will  al- 
^  fo  remember,  that  the  IV^embers  of  the  Council  of 

'  War 


^.  War  were  on  board  feveral  Ships  at  raany  MHes 
*,  diftaot  from  each  other,  and  Colonel  Howard  ^t  Che* 
t  I(le  of  ^ix  ;  but  indeed  Admiral  Knowks  has  cpfii-' 

^  municated  to  the  Court  the  Difficulties,  or  rather 

* '     '  •  •  . 

\  the  Impolfibility,  of  aflemblii^g  a  Council  thbr 
^  Nieht,  if  it  had  been  wanted. 

*  4  recoiled,  that  Mr.  Pitt  mentioned  a  .Circutn-* 
<  4lance,  of  which  it  may^  be  expefted  I  (hould  take 
^  iome  Notice;  whici)  was,  that  the  Paper  produted 
^  by  him,  containing  the  Number  and  Employment 
f.  of  the  French  Forces,  had  been  confirmed  by  fUb-> 
.^  feqoent  Intelligence. 

.  *  Colonel  Clerk  too>  it  niay  be  proper  to  obfervef 
^  faid,  if  I  recoiled  it  right,  that  feveral  People$ 
^  whom  he  had  feen  fince  his  Return,  had  confirmed 
I  ^  him  in  the  Opinion  he  had  firU;  formed  of  the  State 

*  of  Rocbefort. 

:.\ -If  Obfer vations  of  this  Kind  had  been  propofed 

*  by  the  Judge  Advocate  to  have  been  given  in  Evi^ 
5  dence,  I  ihould  have  objeded  to  it^  as  improper, 
f  ^  Evidence.     What  Mr.  Pitt  allgded  to,  has  not  been 

>  explained,  nor  laid  before  the  Court,  and  like  Mr. 
^  Clerk*s  Difcourfe  confirming  his  Opinion,  is  all 
'*  fubfequent  to  th^  Tranfadion  now  under  Exami- 
.*  nation:  It  is  awo^wedly  fubfequcnt  to  our  Return, 

*  and  therefore  could  never  operate  upon  my  Con- 

*  dud,  nor  influence  the  Judgment  I  was  by  his  Ma- 

*  jetty's  Inftrudipiis  to  form  upon  ihe  Spot.     It  feems 

*  therefore  prepofterous,  to  make,  that  Evidence,  of 

*  Difobedience  of  Ordjrs,  which  muft  relate  to  fuch 
/  Opinion,  as  1  wa$  able  to  form  before  thefeFa6ts 

*  were  known.     My  Judgment  can  oirfy  be^tried  hjT 

>  the  Proofs,  on  which  ic  was  formed.  If  the  Judg- 
•*  >ificnt  was  upright  upon  ttiofe,  it  can  never  be  made 
* '  otl>erwife  by  other  Proofs,  not  then  in  my  Power ; 
/  befides,  theCoi^rt  will  alfo  confider  the  Abfurdify 

*  of  admitting  fuch  Evidence  -, .  for,  if  the  prefeitt 

*  differs  from  that  obtained  upon  the  Spot,  Intelli- 
e*  gcnce  ftill  fubfequent  may   hereafter  be  obtained 

,  •  to  contradid  the  prefent. 
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*  Another  neccffafy  Obfervation  fccms  to  be.  That 

*  the  Refolution  of  the  Council  of  War  of  the  25th 

*  was  not.  That  it  was  impradKcable  to  land,  but 

*  that  fucb  an  Attempt^  that  is,  an  Attempt  to  land 

*  In  order  to  attack  Rocbefort  according  to  the  fe- 
«  cond  Inftruftion,  was  neither  advifable  nor  prac- 

*  ticable, 

*  I  have  heard,  that  fevcral  Pcrfons  have  men- 

*  tioned  Efcalades  fucceeding  during  a  Siege,  but  I 
^  am  fure  this  Court  will  remember,  that,  in  all  fuch 

*  Inftances,  Surprize  has  been  eflential  to  the  Succefs. 

*  Capt.  Clevland's  Letter  Ihews,    that  the  French 

*  cxpcaed  a  Vilit  upon  their  Coaft-.     Indeed  at  Ro^ 

*  cbclie  they  feemed  to  have  had  no  Fears  about  it  •, 

*  they  made  no  new  Preparations  upon  that  Account ; 

*  they  are  known  to  have  been   fufficiently  fecure 

*  without  them. 

*  I  think  I  fcarce  need  remind  the  Court,  that,  as 

*  it  was  not  the  Intention  at  home,  that  Rocbefort 
f  Ihould  be   attacked  any  other  Way  than  by  Sur* 

*  prize  or  Efcalade,  To  the  Artillery,  l^c.  were  not 

*  defigned  for,  or  adapted  to  a  riegular  Attack.     The 

*  Horfes  did  not,  in  raft,  exceed  forty. 

*  This  Court  will  pkafe  to  remember,  that  the 

*  26th,  27th,  28th,  and  Part  of  the  29th,  were 
^  employed  in  the  Demolition  of  the  Works  of  Fort 
^  Aix^   according   to   the  Inftrudtions,    to   demolilh 

*  all  the  Works  we  Ihould  make  ourfelves  Matters 

*  of  . 

^  This  Province  was  afligned  to  Admiral  KnowJes, 

*  How  the  Generals  were  employed,  MajoY- General 

*  Cornwallis  has  juft  given  an  Account. 

*  I  have  now  finilhcd  the  Evidence  I  propofed  to 

*  lay  before  the  Court.  I  hope  I  have  anfwered  every 
.  •  Part  of  the  Charge  piadS  againfl:  me.     It  is  a  very 

*  heavy  Charge—  A  criminal   Difobedience  of  his 

*  Majefty's  Orders. 

^  It  does  not  lie  upon  me  to  impeach  the  Propriety 
^  of  the  Equipment  r  It  might  be  proper  to  be  made, 

*  ibo-gb  it  could  not  be  fuccefsfuJ, 
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^  I  did  every  Thing  in  my  Power  to  execute  feith- 
futly  the  Inftruftions  given  me ;  the  Truft  repofed 
in  me.  ^ 

*  The  Court  perceive^  by  the  Inftruftidns,  that 
upon  the  Spot,  with  the  Affiftance  appointed  bf 
the  King  for  me,  I  was  to  judge  of  the  Fitnefs  of 
a6ting, — of  the  Prafticability  of  making  the  At* 
tempt,  before  I  put.the  Flower  of  the  BriHJh  Troopi 
to  Hazard,  or  rifqiied  the  Honour  of  the  Brii^ 
Atms, 

•-  The  Subjcdl  was  important  5  I  had  therefore 
Rccourfe  to  thofe  appointed  by  the  King  to  aflift 
me.  '  ' 

<  We  could  not  be  ignorant,  that  our  Judgment 
would  be  unpopular;  but  it  was  our  Duty  to  take 
Care  that  it  Ihoyld  be  honeft  and  becoming  Officers. 
«  Upon  that  Judgment  I  ftill  rely;  it  was  formed 

in  Purfuance  of  the  Power  given  by  the  Inftruc- 
tions,  and  can  j>evcr,  I  apprehend,  be  deemed  a 
Difobedience  of  them. 

'  There  have  been  many  Inftances  of  Officers  tried 
Cperhaps  too  for  fuppofed  DifobedienceJ  when  the 
genuine  Complaint  was,  that  they  could  not  be  fuc- 
cefsfuk  But  1  have  this  Satisfaftion,  that  as  my 
Defence  r^fts  upon  the  concurrent  unanimous  Opi- 
nion of  all  the  principal  Officers  employed  with 
me,  fo  the  Caufe  of  Commanders  in  Chief  tried 
in  my  Name,  is  to  be  determined  by  Officers,  who 
have  Ability  to  difcern  the  Juftice  of  my  Cafe, .  and 
Senfibility  to  feel  the  Delicacy  of  it. 

*  With  thefe  Sentiments  I  fubmit  myfelf  to  the 
*  Judgment  of  the  Court/* 

THE  JUDGE  ADVOCATE  briefly  fubmitted  to 
the  Court  his  Opinion,  that  fubfequent  Confirmations 
of  Intelligence,  as  they  could  not  have  any  Influence  otl 
the  Refolutions,  when  taken,  are  not  proper  Evi- 
dence ;  and^  if  any  fuch  have  appeared,  in  the  Courfe 
of  the  Proceedings,  on  either  Side,  they' ought  wn- 
cjucftionably  to  be  laid  out  of  the  Cafe.  With  re- 
gard 
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gird  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ckrk's  Evidence^  he  does 
))pt  re^olIeA  any  Mention  of  Information  obtaixKd 
by  hfrn,  fince  his  Return  to  England^  either  in  ;Con« 
jBrtnation,  ot  Contradidion  of  his  former  Account 
of  Rochefort..     - 

ISut  the  AfgMment  urged  by  Sir  John  Msrdaunt 
in  the  Beginning  oC  hi3  Defence^,  againft  the  admit* 
jtingin  Evidence  ^  that  Intelligence,  which  -was  com* 
fnunicated  to  the  Commanders,  of  the  Expedition 
at  the  Cabinet  Council  in  England^  he  conceives  to 
be  without  Foundation,  as*  it  is  not  produced  as 
iSvidence  to^:pirpye  any  particular  Aft  of  Difobedi*- 
ence  (the  Evidence  of  the  fuppofed  Difobedience  in 
this  Cafe  being  the  Notoriety  of  the  Return  to  JS«f- 
landy  without  having  attempted  a  Defeent)  but  is  on«>  ^ 
ly  introduced  to  ftiew  the  Prafticability  of  the  En* 
terprize  ;  aitd  it  would  be  as  unreafonable  tafet  afide 
this  Intelligencq,.wl>en  the  Queftion  turns  upon  the 
jPradicability,  as  to  deprive  Sir  John  Mordaun^  of 
the  Ufe  of  any  Intelligence  received  previous  to  their 
failing  from' Spi^kead^  or  of  the  Argument  raifed 
from  the  unavoidable  Detention  of  the  Trgops  in 
the  Ifle  of  JVight\  which  Circumftances  were  equally 
known  to  the  Govern ment»  and  both  previous  to  the 
Orders  figrtified  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt  in  his  Letters 
of .  the  5th  and  15th  of  September. 

As  to  the  Ufe  endeavoured  to  be  made  of  Pore 
VOrient  being  permitted  to  remain  in  the  Inftruc- 
tions,  (though  the  Miniftry  feclmfed  to  have  given  up 
the  Thoughts  erf*  an  Attack  upon  that  Placej  in  or- 
dfer  to  govern  the  Conftru<5tion  of  the  other  Article 
of  the  InClruftions,  which  relates  to  Roihefort^  the 
Latitude  or  Power  of  judging  being  expreflcd  by  the 
Word  praHicObU  in  both  Articles, — The  Judge  Advo- 
obferved,  that  there  is  a  manifeftdiftinftion, — TheAr- 
ticle  relating  to  Racbefort^  direfting  an  Attempt 
with  a  View  to  that  particular  Objcft,  if  found  prac- 
ticabU^  in  the  other  Cafe,  Port  VOrient  and  Bour- 
defux  ^^  recommended,  as  the  moft  important  Ob* 
'  jefts 
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jt&s  of  his  Majefty's  Arms ;  and  it  is  Ordered,  that 
an  Attempt  (bould  be  made,  rucce/Tiyely,  on  both, 
or  either^  of  thofc  Places,  as  fhould  ht  judged  praSi- 
cabk;  or  on  am  other  Tkce  that  ihould  be  thought 
fnqft  advifabkj  from  Bourdeaux  homeward  to  Havre  ^ 
the  Judgment  of  the  Pradlicability  being  evidently 
intended  to  be  made,  upon  the  Spot,  by  the  one  Arti- 
cle, and  not  fo,  by  the  other. 

As  to  the  feveral  Arguments,  which  go  to  the  Im- 
prafticability  of  a  Defcent  only,  he  fubmitted  to  the 
Confidcration  of  the  Court,  whether  they  are  not  al- 
together defeated  by  the  fubfequent  Reijblution  of  the 
z%rh  oi  September^  whereby  the  landing  is  determined 
not  only  to  be  pradticable,  but  advifable,  and  to  be 
made  with  all  pofBble  Difpatch ;  efpecially  as  no  ma- 
terial Intelligence  had  in  the  mean  Time  been  gained, 
which  (hewed  Fort  Fmras  to  be.  more  afTailable  on 
the  Land-fide,  than  they  had  before  Reafon  to  ap- 
prehend. 

Ha^  alfo  recommended  an  Attention  to  the  Dates  of 
the  feveral  Refolutions  and  Proceedings,  as  nothing 
but  what  was  anterior  to  the  Council  of  War  of  the 
25th,  and  known  at  that  Time  to  the  Commanders, 
can  be  confidered  as  having  any  Effedt  upon  that  De- 
liberation, and  therefore  on  the  one  Hand,  all  Troops 
feen  from  the  Viper  Sloop, — the  moft  confiderable 
Number  (being  from  800  to  looo)  feen  by  Major 
General  Conway ^ — and  all  other  Qbftaclesfubfcquent  to 
the  Date  of  the  25th,  will  be  laid  out  of  the  Cafe  ;  as 
will  on  the  other  Hand  the  Confirmation  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  C/^ife*s  Opinion,  obtained  fro  n  tht  French  En- 
gineer on  the  26th  ;  which  Circumftance  alone,  fup- 
pofing  the  Refolution  taken  on  the  25ch,  of  laying 
afide  th^  Defign  up6n  Rochefortj  to  have  been  juftifi- 
able  ^nd  right,  can  hardly  be  infilled  upon  as  a  fuffi- 
cient  Motive  for  reviving  that  Confideration. 

Adjourned  till  Monday^  the  19th  Inftant,  at  Ten 
o'clock  in  the  Forenoon. 

MONDAr^ 
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MONDAY^  igtb  of  DECEMBER,  1757.    ; 

The  Court  met  according  to  Adjournment. 
.  Soriie  Members  hearing  that  Admiral  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  is  arrived  in  Town  fince  the  laft  Sitting  of  this 
Court,  exprefied  a  Defire,  that  he  fhouid  be  examined, 
as  a  Wicnefs,  upon  this  Tryal  for  their  fuller  Informa- 
mation  \  and  Doubts  thereupon  arifing,  whether,  the 
Evidence  both  on  the  Part  of  the  Crown  and  of  the 
Prifoher  being  ended,  the  faid  Sir  EdwardHawke 
Jhall  now  be  examined  as  a  Witnefs  ? , 

The  Matter  was  fully  deliberated  upon,  and  the 
Queftion  being  put,  it  was  refolved  in  the  Affirmative. 
Ordered,  That  Adniiral  Sir  Edward  Hawke  be  de- 
fired   to  attend   this  Court  To-morrow  Morning  at 
Ten  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  Lieutenant  General  Sir  John  Mor- 
daunt  'have  Notice  of  the  above  Refolution  of  the 
Court ;  and  that  he  will  be  at  Liberty  to  propofe  any^ 
Queftions,  he  fhall  think  proper  j  as  likcwife  to  pro- 
duce any  Witnefles,  to  obviate  or  explain  any  Evi- 
dence, which  may  arife  from  the  Examination  of  Sir 
Edward  Hawke.   ' 

The  Court  perufed  and  confidered  the  Minutes  of 
their  former  Proceedings,  until  the  Hour  of  Three, 

And  then  Adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning, 
Ten  o'clock. . 

^TUESDAY,  20th  of' DECEMBER,  1757; 

The  Court  bein^  met  purfuant  to.  Adjournment, 

Admiral  $iR  Edwarp  Hawke    was  fworn,  and 
queftioned,. 

Whether  at  any,  and  what  Time,  a  Pfopofal  was 
made  to  him  to  lay  a  Ship  to  batter  Fouras  ? 

A.  On  the  24th  oi  September. 
•  ,  ^  Whether  he  approved  of  that  Propofal  ? 

ji.  He  did  -,  the  Pilot  of  the  Magnanime  was  exa- 

mined  as  to  the  Strength  of  the  Place,. and  Depth  of 
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Water  near  it:  Elated  with  the  Soccefs  of  the  23d 
andibnd  of  the  Magnanimey  he  faid  at  firft,  before. 
Captain  Mordaimt,  he  would  carry  her  in,  and  deftroy 
the  Fort.    As  the  Deponeftt  had  attentively  conCder-, 
ed  the  Shore,  and  was  fenfible,  that  the  Magnanim,, 
which  drey  more  Water  than  fome  of  our  three- 
decked  Ships,  could  not  be  brought  near  enough  to 
batter  the  Fort,  he  gave  the  Pilot's  Gafconade  Time' 
to  fubfide  ;  and  then  asked  him,  if  he  could  carry  a 
Sixty  Gun  Ship  in  agamft  it :  He  anfwered,  her  Me- 
tal was  not  weighty  enough,   as  there  were  Twentv- 
four  Pounders  in  the  Fort.    He  then  propofed  to  hiii 
to  lighten  the  Barfleur  two  Feet  (this  fcoind  Conver- 
fation  was  upon  the  Quarter  Deck,  by  the  Interventioa 
of  a  Man  well  verfed  in  fych  French,  as  thofc  Kind  of 
People  fpeak;  The  Pilot  feemed  fomc  time  fatisfied 
with  this,  and  m  Confequence  the  Deponent  Dreoared 
an  Order  to  Vice  Admiral  Knowles,  to  Tighten  the^S-, 
fieuu  and  in  the  mean  Jime  gave  him  a  verbal  Or-' 
J^-  ^^-  *'"'"^^l«^ly  ^ent  away  to  give  the  necefla-;- 
ry  Direftions,  and  to  enquire  into  the  Praaicabilitv  of 
the  Attempt  -The  Pilot  now  recollefted  himfdf 
and  declared,  that,  even  thus  lightened,  the  Barfleur  ' 
cou  d  not  be  brought  near  enough  ;  that  when  fte 
could  come  neareft  at  the  Top  of  High  Water,  on  h» 
Ebb.  fhe  muft  fink  in  the  Mud  ffx.Feetor  more 
from  which  he  could  not  anfwer  whether  Ihe  would 
nfc.    Upon  Tryal  afterwards,  the  Pilot  could  not  car- 
ry a  Bomb  Ketch  within  Random  Shot  of  die  Fort 
as  Mr.  W..  informed  him  ;  in  whom,  as  being  the 
fecond  Sea  Officer  in  Command,  he  apprehend?  he 
might  fafely  confide  for  that  Information.  -The 
Deponent  declares,  he  ihould  as  readily  have  ordcrS 
an  Attack  upon  F.«r^.,  as  hehad  done  upon  i^hS 
It  been  praaicable  by  Shippings    though  it  Sshb 
.  Opinion  then.  Yd  ftill  is.  that  an  Attack  on  e  ther  had 
no  Conheftionjwith  the  principal  Objed  in  S  M. 
if£?r  V^"«^'o-.  "nle£  the  Guns  from  ei^^ 
of  ^ofe  Forti^cations-  could  have  prevented  the  B^ts 
from  landing.  -  (There  they  certainly  could,  but^ot 
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in  ahotherPlace.y-TheprincipalMotive  which  induced, 
him  to  give  the  Order  for  an  Attack  on  the  IttcofAix^ 
was,  that  at  the  Council  at  Lord  Holderne[ft\  it  was 
thought  neceflary  by  feveral  of  ,the  Council,  who  laid 
their  Fingers  on  that  Fort,  imagining  the  Guns  from 
thence  could  have  annoyed  the  Boats  in  landing  at  the 
Place,  which  then  fcemcd  to  them,  from  the  Chart, 
the  moft  reafonablc.  But  Chatdaillon  afterwards  ap- 
pearing, on  the  2  \t\i  of  September^  to  be  the  proper 
Landing  Place  (from  whence,  according  to  his  Infor- 
mation^ th^rc  was  a  good  Road  to  Roche  fort)  Four  as 
did  not,  at  that  Time,  appear  to  him  of  fo  great  Con- 
fcqucnce,  th(5Ugh  he  came  readily  into  the  Propofal. 
He  added,  that  the  Pilot,  upon  Examination  at  the 
Council,  appeared  to  him  to  be  very  ignorant  of  the 
Place :  ^And  even  at  the  Attack  of  the  Fort  of  Aix^  he 
obferves,  that  the  Magnanime  fcwed  in  the  Mudi^ 
though  Thierry  sif as  on  board. 

^  Whether,  before  they  went  from  England,  any 
Landing-place  for  the  Troops  was  propofed,  and  by 
whom  } 

.  yl.  He  does  not  remember,  that'  a  Landing-place 
was  talked  of,  and  that  it  was  propofed  to  land  the 
Troops  either  on  one  Side,  or  the  other,  of  that  iinall 
Keck  of  Lan^d,  which  runs  up  ntSLvFouras  towards  Ro^ 
chelle :  Thierry^  the  Pilot,  faid,hc  fuppofed  there  might 
be  a  Landing-place  there,  or  thereabouts  5  faid,  as  he 
thinks,  if  they  could  not  land  on  one  Side,  they 
.might  land  on  the  other ;  and  the  Deponent  believes, 
it  was  farther  faid,  if  they  fliould  not  be  able  to  land 
there,  that  poffibly  a  Landing-place  would  be  found 
upon  founding  and  reconnoitring  theCoaft,  fomewhcrc 
thereabouts.  The  Deponent  jtift  now  recollefts,  ano- 
ther Place  wias  talked  of  at  the  Council  in  Lcndon, 
which  was  from  Fouras  towards  Fort  la  Pointy  where 
feemed  to  be  a  little  fandy  Bay,  which  was  at  firft 
judged  to  be  a  Landing-place ;  but  little  ftrefs  was 
laid  upon  that,  for  he  believes,  upon  confidering  it, 
it  was  thought  otherwiftf. 

. .  '  ^.  Whether 
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•^  Whether  the  Place  propofed  by  Thieriy  the  Pi-' 
lot  at  the  Codncil  in  London  was  reconnoitred,  and. 
Soundings  made  thereat,  and  whether  it  proved  to  be 
a  Place  proper  for  landing  ? 

j1.  His  Order,  direflied  to  Adn^iral  Br^dri^k  aijd 
the  three  Captains,  was  to  reconnoitre  the  Coaft  from^ 
Point  du  Chi^  near  RochelUj  down  to  Vott  Pouras^ 
which' includes  that  Place ;  and  tjheir  Report  mentions 
no  other  Landing-pkce,   than  Chat^laillon.  •' 

^  Whether  they  had  any  other  Pilots  on  bocirdthei 
Fleet  tolerably  well  ac(^»nted  with  that  Coaft  ?        •  > 

ji^  They  had  Pilots  capable  of.,  carrying  Ships  into 
.  the-  B^fqiu  Road)  provided  the  Weather  was  cl^ar^^ 
and  they  could  fee  their  Marks  upon  the  Ifles  of  Rhe 
and  OkroHi  but  had  he  not  had  jthofe  t^ilots,  he  woqld 
haye  ventured -to  carry  the  Fleet  into  the  Bafque  Road^ 
himfelf ;  the  Chart  of  the  Neptune  Fr^nfois j  wiAch  is 
well  fet  down,  would  have  afforded  Affiftance  therein, 

^  Whether  Wburry  was  looked  upon,  as  a  fkilfql 
judicious  Piiot,  and  •  thoroughly  acquaint^  with  the 
Coaft  near  Rocbefort  ?  r  '  : 

jI.  Thierry  was  looked  upon  to  be  a  good  Pilot  for 
tfae-Road^  and  for. the  anchoring  of  Ships  both  in  the 
Road,  and  about  the  Ifle  of  Aix  j  but,  from  whs^  Ob- 
fctvations  •the  Deponent  made,  feemqd  to  have  very. 
litcle  Knowledge  of  the  Shore*,  believes,  he  never  Was^ 
updn  every  Part  of  it  ^  and  it  appeared  to  the  Depo-' 
neik  at  the  Council  in  Engkndy  t\\2it  ht  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  every  §pot  of  Ground  j  diinksythe  Pi- 
Im  himjfelf  mentioned,  only,  having  been  on  Shore 
foBTCwhere  hear  the  Fort.  .  i  ' 

'  ^  'As  he  attended  feveral  df  the  Councils  brfore 
he  went  upon^  the  Expedition,  was  it  believed,  that 
TroQps  eould  be  landed  in  fmall  Boats  either^  at  Cha'^ 
fdaiiUni  or  near  FouraSj  under  the  Protection  of  the 
Shi(]ts?    , 

-  ji.  He  docs  now  recoiled  the  Pilot  faid,  '*  If  you 
caa'tiand  at  thofe  Places  without  being  annoyed 
from  the,  Forr,  you  will  probably  find  a  Landing- 
glacq  abouc  Cbatelailhn\*  but  don't  remember, 

2  that 
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that  the  Pilot  clcated  up  to  the  Council,  that  the  Fri- 
gates could  come  near  enough  to  the  Shore  to  proteA 
the  Landing. 

^  When  they  came  upon  the  Spot,  did  they  find 
it  poffible  to  bring  the  Men  of  War  near  enough  to 
the  Shore  to  proted  the  Landing  ? 
•  A.  Certainly  not. 

^  Mention  having  been  made  by  Vice- Admiral 
KnowUs  of  .the, Council  of  War  of  the  25th  having 
broke  up  at  1 2  unfinilhed,— ^At  .what  Time  did  that 
Council  of  War  meet,  and  how  long  they  fat  ? 

A.  He,  with  Sir  John  Mor daunt ^  went  on  the  25th 
early  in  the  Morning  on  board  the  Ntptune^  and  the 
Refult  of  that  Council  was  not  aftu^Uy  finifhed  that 
Night ;  they  had  chiefly  come  to  -a  Refolution  over 
Night,  but  the  Refult  was  wrote  out  fair,^and  figncd 
on  board  the  Deponent's  Ship  the  next  Morning. 
,  ^  What  Time,  he  imagines,  it  would  have  taken 
up  to  have  made  the  whole  Landing  of  the  Troops  ? 

A.  That  at  the  laft  Coungil  of  War,  in  which  it 
was  determined  to  lan^,  he  made,  a  Propofal  to  the 
General  OfEcerSt  in  order  to  feve  Time,  that,  if  they 
approved  of  it,  he  would  immediately  order  all  the 
Tranfports  as  clofe  to  the  Shore,  as  they  could  poffibly 
go,  and  the  Frigates,  within  them,  at  the  Place  where 
the  Troops  were  to  landj  that  they  might  get  on  Shore 
with  the  greater  Expedition  :  This  Propofal  was  fe- 
conded  by  Mr.  Knowlesy  and  by  the  reft  of  the  Sea- 
Officers,  but  was  objefted  to,  principally  by  Major- 
Gencral  C^^Wtfy,  who  urged,  that  to  fend  the  Tran- 
fports in  there  in  the  Afternoon,  would  point  out  to 
tht  French  the  Place,  at  which  they  intended  to  land  j 
he  does  not  remember  Sir  John  Mardaunt  faid  any 
thing  on  th^  Subjeft,  and  thence  concluded,  he  agreed 
in  Opinion  with  Major- General  Conway.,   TheDepo- 
nent  explained,  that  the  Frigates  were  meant  as  a  Pro- 
teftion  to  the  Tranfports.,  to  preferve  them  from  be^ 
ing  fired,  or  receiving  any  If»jury,     He  remarks  one 
other  Thing,  that  although  landing  Troops  in  the 

Night 


^ght  is  againft  his  own  Opinion,  as  Men  are  liable 
td  Sutprize,  and  many  Accidents,  where  they  do  not 
know  the  Ground,  yet  he  fubmitted  that  to  the  Genc- 
rtl  Officers,  as  fuppofing  them  much  better  Judges  of 
it  than  himfclf,  and  made  no  Objedion  thereto ;  but 
vrith  a  View  that  the  greater  Expedition  Ihould  be 
made  in  landing  the  Troops  that  Night,  he  gave  Or- 
ders to  the  Agent  of  the  Tranlports  on  board  his  own 
Quarter-deck,  and  to  one  or  two  of  his  own  Lieute- 
pants,  to  go  on  board  the  Tranfports,  with  a  pofitive 
Direftion  from  him,  that  at  the  Inftant  the  firft  Body 
of  Troops  was  gone  from  the  Ships,  the  Tranfports 
Ihould  get  under  Sail  immediately,  and  run  clofe  into 
the  Shore,  where  the  Troops  were  to  land,  in  order 
that  the  fecond  Body  of  Troops  might  be  landed  with 
nAuch  greater  Expedition  than  the  firft. 

The  aforegoing  Queft ion,  *uiz.  "  How  long,  he  ima- 
•*  gines,  it  would  have  taken  up  to  have  made  the 
**^  whole  Landing  of  the  Troops,"  being  repeated 
with  this  Addition,  **  at.  any  Time,  fuppofing  all 
*«  Circumftances  the  moft  favourable"  ? 
•  The  Admiral  faid,  he  cannot  anfwer  that  Queftion 
vnth  any  Sort  of  Certainty  ;  they  might  have  landed 
\rith  great  Expedition,  had  the  Tranfports  been  as 
ncar^  as  they  could  get  to  the  Shore. 
^  ^  Would  not  the  Flux  and  Reflux  of  the  Tide 
Have  made  an  ^^Iteration  in  the  Time  of  Landing  ? 

j1.  It  certainly  would  ;  it  would  not  have  takers  the 
feme  Time,  had  the  Tranfports  got  under  Sail,  and, 
ran  clofe  into  Shore. 

^  Whether  any  of  the  Officers  made  a  Report  to 
him,  that  they  had  delivered  his  Orders  on  board  the, 
Tranfports,  relative  to  their  getting  under  Sail  ? 

A.  To  the  bcft  of ,  his  Remembrance,  they  did; 
^  the  Agent  of  the  Tranfports  particularly,  as  he  re- 
tbembers,  told  him,  that  he  had  ;  and  he  cannot 
daubt  of  their  having  been  delivered,  as  he  gave  out 
thofc  Orders  in  Perlbn,  (which  is  not  ufual  for  tlie 
Admiral)  on  Purpofc  to  give  them  more  Force,  and 
chat  they  might  be  the  more  fully  underftood. 

H  ^.  As 
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^  As  the  Cotjrt  has  been  informed  of  Fifty-os^- 
light  Horfc,  and  Forty  Artillery  Horfes  being  oa 
boai  d  the  Fleet,  and  as  the  Tranfports  could  not  como 
near  the  Shore,  whether  it  was  prafticable  to  difem-r 
bark  the  Horfe  ?  * 

A.  The  Tranfports  would  have  come  within  ^ 
tolerable  Diftance  of  the  Shore  about  High-Vyat^r, 
but  he  underftood  the  Horfes  were  tp  be  put  into  the 
Longboats,  and  towed  on  Shore;  which  he  appre* 
hcnds  would  have  been  effeded  without  any  grea^ 
Difficulty,  buthe  knows  very  little  of  difembarcing 
Horfes,  never  happening  to  h^ve  fecn  any  difcm* 
barked. 

^  What  was  his  Objeftion  to  attending  a  Counv 
cil  of  War  on  the  29th  of  September  ? 

ji.  He  can  only  fay,  be  never  was  preffed  to  ic 
by  Sir  John  Mordaunt  -,  he  never  did  deny  a  Council 
of  War  to  Sir  John  with  a  View  to  diftrefs  him  ;  but 
when  he  faw  the  Troops  did  not  land  the  Night  of- 
the  28th,  and  Major  General  Conway^^iih  Coloncla  - 
Wolfe  and  Howard^  having  reconnoitred  the  Co^ft^ 
over  again  on   the  next  Day,  and  no  Application 
then  made  to  him  to  land  them,  he  was  thereby  iri- 
duced  to  write  the  Letter,  he  did  to  ^ixjohn^  not  la- 
the leaft  doubting,  they  had   good  and  fatisfaftory- 
Reafons  for  it,  and  fuppofing  the  General  Officer*  to 
aft  with  the  lame  View  as  himfelf,  that.oif  doing  thei^p; 
Duty  to  the  beft  of  their  Judgment, 

4.  (By  Sir  John  Mordaunfs  Defire.)  Did  not 
he,  bir  John  Mord^unt^tht  very  Morning  of  the 
Day,  on  which  they  came  to  a  Refolution  not  ta 
land,  fpeak  to  him  about  having  a  General  Council 
of  War,  and  did  he  not  return*  for  Anfwer,  that 
there  was  no  Occafion  for  the  Sea  Officers,  as  it  was 
a  Land  Operation  only  ?  ,      .  * 

A.  Yes  5  he  recoUefts,  it  was  about  Noon,  (whpnhe. 
fpoke  to.  Sir  John  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  as  he  after- 
wards wrote  in  his  Letter.) And  his  Reafoa  for 

it  was  this,  that  he  always  looked  upon  it  to  be  his 
Duty,  as  Adrpiral,  to  convoy  thpTrpops  to  the  Koad 

''    '        -       '         of 
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ii^-jp^^/for  ^«ihj  add»  in  ci^fe  of  ti^eir  ^aijuding^  t9. 
8^^^  4???l^^^  t6e!  Ai^ftaacc  in  hi§  ?9we?  fo;  ^I^trur- 
ppfei  iSutW^^^^  t^e.'QjO^  Whcjtl^p. 

^*  ti^cy  lUQuld  h^    or  i^t  l^nd"  (tW-np  woujd  I^^e.^ 
fignca  to  ahyrropolal  he  thought;  ng^t^  an,d  WOUI4! 
have  acquicfccd  in  any  juftiKiable  Meafure,  yet)  he 
conftantly  thought,  it  was  the  Part  of  the  Generals 
^9  ^^imffi  <^?t  Qtf ?ftifM?  l?y.  thp9fei?<^,  tpr  O^^id 

H^W  ^^^^^^l^Jfi^^:^^^  bgt  from, 

its  bfemg^^is  lincere  Qpinion;— I)^  looked,  upon  therq  ' 

to  Be  good'  arid  gallant  Officers,  antf  Officers  of  Ser- 
vice^ ^nd  therefore  could,  not.  but  fiippofe  their  wei^ 
in&jIfdXi  Ijpjter,  Judges  of  tbeir  qwij  byfipefs,  tba^ 
he  cquldi  be^  It|  was  fr>onv  the  fatm^  Qpiniop  of  thqir 
Knowledge  In  their  own  Proteffion,  that  he  aflehtcd ' 
to  figning  the  Refolutions  of  the  firft  Council  of  War, 
♦'  That  ij  was^  npt..prafticable  to  take  Rocbefort  by 
<^  EiSalade^^"  and  be  at  that  Time  exprcjflcd  a  Defire, 
that  the  Land  Officers  Iliould  give  their  Opinion  by 
themfelvcs,  as  he  thought  it  a  Matter  ^f  JudgnFicnt^^ 
which  merely  related  to  them,  and  that  the  Sea  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  farther  than  telling  them,  ^they 
had  found  out  a  Landing-place,  and  were  ready  ta 
land  the  Troops,  if  they  thought  proper,  and  to  give 
them  all  ^he  Afliftance  in  their  Power.  —  When  the 
Deponent  mentioned  this.  Major  General  Conway  faidj^ 
as  he  remembers,  '*  Why  really  I  am  of  Opinion, 
*^  as  Sir  fldward  Hawke  fays,  it  is  a  Matter  of  Opi- 
^'  nion  of  our  own  •/*  but  in  Confidence  of  the  Abir 
lities  of  the  Generals,  he^  neyf  rthelefs  acquiefced  in 
their  Opinion,  of  the  Impradlicability  of  taking  Rocher 
fort  by  an  Efcalade  or  Storm  -,  however,  though  he 
ailented  to  the  not  landing  upon  that  Footing,  he 
did  ^not  give  it,  as  his  Opinion,  that  the  Troops 
fhouldnot  land  at  all,  for  any  other  Attempt,  which 
the  General  Officers  fhould  find  proper  and  expedient 
for  the  Service ;  on  the  contrary,  he  then  urged  the 
Neceffity,  there  appeared  to  him,  of  doing  fomcthing 
agreeable  to  the  King's  Inftruftions. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R,  &c. 


SIR, 

LO  U  will  hardly  accufe  of  im- 
propriety this  addrefs  to  you, 
who  have  drawn  it  upon"^your- 
felf,  by  making  it  an  tndifpen- 
-fable  duty  to  me,  to  clear  up  certain  mif- 
-takes  iDto  which  I  apprehend  you  have 
■been  betrayed,  by  that  fufpicion  of  party- 
ipirit,  to  which  fo'many  of  our  political^ 
writers  are  but  too  juftly  liable. 


B 


It 


It  IS  fo  rare  to  meet  with  any  who  judge 
of  ^  things  by  the  fble  flandard  of  trutn, 
without  refpedl  to  their  connexions  with 
the  influence  or  intereft  6f  particular  per- 
fons  in  power,  or  wanting  to  be  in  power, 
that  1  do  not  in  the  leaft  wonder  at  your 
confounding  me  with  the  croud;  efpe- 
cially  as  my  opinion  happened  to  differ  fo 
much  from  your's  :  I  will  not  fay  that  of 
your  party,  becaufe  I  will  not  allow  my- 
felf  the  liberty  you  have  taken  with  me, 
of  pronouncing  you  regularly  enlifted  in 
one.  The  worft  I  will  in  return  fuppofe 
of  you  is,  your  being  carried  down  the 
ftream  of  that  popular  prejudice,  which 
may  be  called  the  error  of  the  day. 

Unfortunately,  at  this  very  crifis,  when 
every  tfuc  Englifhman  has  the  greateft 
reafon  to  fpurn  all  attempts  at  impofing 
on  his  underftanding,  or  mifleading  his 
judgment  by  falfe  information,  or  falfe 
reafoning,  we  fee  hardly  any  thing  elfe 
praftifed ;  and  what  is  ftranger  yet,  the 
deceit  welcomed  by  the  deceived,  even 
in  points  where  their^  greateft  intereft  is 
not  to  be  deceived.  Some  are  even  fo 
attached  to  their  leaders  in  error,  that 

any 
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any  ofFer  to  deliver  them  frpm  it,  would 
receive  no  better  thanks  than  thofe  of  the 
bear,  who,  on  your  taking  the  ring  from 
his  nofe  by  which  he  is  led,  tears  you  to 
pieces  for  it. 

But  furely  of  all  the  ways  of  fruftrating 
the  reprefentations  of  truth,  none  can  be 
more  efFedhial  than  to  fuppofe  them  to 
come  from  fo  infeded  a  quarter  as  that  of 
one  party,  merely  in  oppofition  to  another, 
where  perhaps  founder  judgment,  and 
exad:  candor  lead  to  an  equal  contempt 
of  both. 

Yet  however,  Sir,  you  may  have  mif- 
taken  the  perfon  on  vsrhom  you  faften  the 
imputation  of  that  letter,  you  have  thought 
fit  to  anfwer  on  the  foot  of  that  fuppofi- 
tion  ;  I  own  myfelf  not  a  little  obliged  to 
you,  for  the  opportunity  of  explaining  my 
thoughts  particularly  on  two  points  you 
nention. 

The  fi'rft,  (page  12)  relating  to  aboard 
of  enquiry  on  an  offiosr,  "  who  was  judg- 
^*  ed,  condemned,  and  ruined  without  any 
i*  otiicr  triaL'*    On  which  I  ihall  only 
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fay,  that  it  fccms  to  mc  impofliblc  for  you 
to  have  a  worfc  opinion  of  that  procedure 
thap  it  defervcs,  let  who  will  have  been'' 
the  promoter. of  it :  and  that  this  I  well 
remember,  that  if  there  was  any  doubt, 
and  I  believe  there  was  very  little,  of  that 
gentleman's  innocence,  before  he.  was  in 
ttaf  manner  condemned  ;  there  was  non^ 
at  all  of  it  afterwards,  no  more  than  about 
the  realbn  for  which  he  was  fo. 

The  fccond,  "  as  to  the  decency  and 
.  *'  hunaanity  of  ridiculing  a  bed-ridden  mi-» 
*' nifter,  &c/'  (p- 6i)  I  can  fafely  fay, 
that  not  the  warmeft  of  his  friends,  nor 
the  moft  implicit  of  his  clufter  of  adhe-* 
^  rents>  could -more  detefl  the  nature  of  fuch 
an  illiberal  perfonality,  than  did  many  of 
thofe  who  had  never  over-admired  him 
either  as  a  patriot,  a  ilatefman,  no  nor 
even  as  an  orator,  nor  faw  any  thiqg  in 
him  above  a  very  common  man,  to  whom 
certain  ft  range  conjundures  in  thcfe  tidii- 
culous  times,  had  given  9  popularity,  by 
which  he  had  more  thran  once  been  hoifted 
into  power,  after  more  than  once  giving 
as  plain  proofs  as  could  be  wifhed,  of 
how  "^^^^  ^^  defervtd'the.one,  and  was 

qualified 
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qualified  for  the  other.  If  in  this  opinfon,. 
however,  they  were  in  the  wrong,  purely 
for  want  of  better  judgment,  even  yon 
ypurfclf  can  only  pity  tibem. 

But  furcly,  Sir,  it  does  not  at  all  follow, 
that  from  one's  thinking  one  perfon  une- 
qual to  the  taking  charge  of  the  Britifli 
fyftem,  one  ihauld  think  another  more  fit 
for  it,  to  whom,  perhaps,  even  greater  and 
jufter  exceptions  might  be  made  ;  and 
much  lefs  others,  of  whom  a  long  and  fad 
experience  has  pretty  well  fettled  the  rate 
of  opinion,  and  who  neverthelefs  are  pro- 
bably iliill  the  predominant  party  at  bot-r 
torn. 

The  truth  is,  4;hat  in  the  mention  of 
thofe  party-oabals  to  which  you  allude, 
(p.  61.)  I  fincerely  meant  no  preference 
cf  any,  but  an  exclufion  of  them  all:  in 
the  opinion,  which  you  are  moft  heartily 
"i^elconie  to  treat  with  what  contempt 
you  pleafe;  that  from  none  of  them  this 
country  can  very  rationally  hope  its  re- 
ti?icval  out  of  its  prefent  ftate  of  perdition, 
Put  explode  this  opinion  as  you  may,  at 
leaft  you  cannot  but  acquit  it  of  flattery 

to 
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to  })refent  power,  or  even  to  future^  Avhcn 
I  ingenuoufly  add,  that  I  have  no  parti- 
cular fubftitut6s  in  view  j  only,  I  prefumc 
in  general,  that  this  great  nation  cannot 
be  fo  abfoluteiy  deftitute  of  neutrals  of 
birth,  rank,  influence  and  abilities,  as  not 
to  afford  a  competent  and  a  le(s  excep- 
tionable choice  amongft  them  :  at  leaft,  it 
will  be  one  great  merit,  not  to  have  been 
fcrvilely  enrolled  in  any  party. 

To  one  then  fixed  in  a  juft  contempt  of 
all  parties  whatever,  you  will  eafily  ima- 
gine that  the  treating  him  in  quality  of 
even  the  head  of  one,  could  not  be  a  very 
acceptable  compliment.  As  little  would 
the  concomitant  title  of  right  honorable^ 
flatter  one  who  knows  fo  well  to  what 
fort  of  perfonages  it  is  now  fo  often  given, 
as  if  with  defign  to  degrade  it*  That 
Englilhman,  whatever  his  condition  may 
be,  who  fincerely  and  difintcreftedly  loves 
his  country,  is  a  character  fo  much  higher, 
by  the  heart  at  leaft,  than  thofe  who 
diftionour  or  diiTerve  it ;  and  is  in  theie 
days  fo  great  a  diftindlion,  that  he  muft" 
liavea  wretched  tafte,  indeed,  who  would 
envy  them  a  worthlefsnefs,  that  is  no  dif- 

tindioQ' 
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tindiion  at  all,  unlefs  a  fcandalous  one  in 
proportion  to  the  exaltcdnefs  of  the  fta- 
tions  in  which  it  is  found.  If  this  pream- 
ble fliould  appear  impertinent  to  others,  at 
leaft  it  cannot  fo  to  you,  whofe  miftake 
has  made  it  neceffary  ;  and  I  now  pro- 
ceed to  what  my  title-page  promifed, 
fome  further  and  fiipplemcntal  confidera- 
tions,  occafioncd  by  the  publication  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial. 

The  firft  point  to  be  noticed,  fince  it 
was  the  only  one  left  unexamined  by  the  • 
board  of  enquiry,  is  the  reafbn  of  Fort- 
Fouras  being  inacccflible  to  fea-ward,  after 
fo  explicit  a  declaration  as  that  of  the  pilot 
Thierry,  that  be  could  carry  the  Magna- 
nime  within  half  an  Englifh  mile  of  it. 
It  was  then  but  natural  to  fuppofe,  that 
fince  nothing  was  attempted  againftit,  the 
pilot  muft  have  out-promifed  his  power 
to  perform  5  for  which  Sir  Edward  Ha wke 
accounts  very  naturally  in  a  part  of  his 
examination,  that  may  very  well,  confi- 
dering  its  confequence,  admit  a  quotation 
here,     (Page  of  the  Proc*  jo8  and  109.) 
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On  a  propofal  of  laying  a  (hip  to 
batter  Fouras,  the  pilot  of  the  Magna^ 
**  nime  was  examined  to  the  place  and 
depth  of  water  near  it :  elated  with  the 
fuccefs  of  the  23d  (again  Aix)  and  fond 
of  the  Magnanime,  he  faid,  at  firft,  bc-^ 
fore  captain  Mordaunt,  i>e  would  carry 
her  in  and  deftroy  the  forL     As  the  de- 
"  ponent  (Sir  E.  H.)  had  attentively  con- 
"  fidered  the  (hore,  and  was  fenfible  that 
the  Magnanimfy  which  drew  more  water 
than  fome  of  our  three-deck'd  fliips, 
could  not  be  brought  near  enough  to 
*^  batter  .the  fort,  he  gave  the  pilot*s  gafco-^ 
*^  nade  time  to  fubfide,  and  then  afked  him 
*^  if  he  could  carry  a  fixty-gun  (hip  in 
*^  againft  it :   he  anfwered,  her  metal  was 
not  weighty  enough,  as.there  were  twen- 
ty-four pounders  in  the  fort.     He  then 
propofed  to  him  to  lighten  the  Barfleur 
;**  two  feet  (this  (econd  converfation  was 
**  upon  quarter-deck,  by  the  intervention 
**  of  a  man  well  verfed  in  fuch  French  as 
«**  thofe  kind  of  people  fpeak,)    The  pi- 
**  lot  fcemed  fome  time  fatisfied  with  this, 
"  and  in  confequence  the  deponent  (SirE. 
"  H.)  prepared  an  order  to  vice-admiral 

"  Knowles 
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•^  Knowles  to  lighten  the  Barfleur ;  and  in 
.  ^*  the  nlean  time  gav'c  him.  a  verbal  order, 
**  who  immediately  went  avy^ay  to  give 
'f  the  neceffary  dlredlions,  and  to  enquire 
**  into  the  tiradlicability  of  the  attempt.— 
**  The .  pilot*  now  recolteSled  himfclf,  and 
•*  declared  that  the  Barfleur,  even  thus 
•*  tight enedi  could  not  be  brought  near 
^  enough:^  that  where  fhe  fhould  come 
**  ntareft  ^  the  top  of  high-water,  on  the 
**  Ab  flie  mbft  fink  in  the  mud  fix  feet 
**  or  more,  from  which  be  could  not  an^ 
**  y^fr  whether  {he  would  rife.  Upon 
•*  trial  afterwards,  Utic  pilot  could  not  carry 
^  a  bomiketcb  'sVithin  random-Jhot  of  the 
^  fort,  as^  Mr.  Kno^^lcs  informed  him,  in 
**  whom,  as  being  the  fecond  fea-dfficer 
*'  in  command,  he  apprehends  he  might 
*^  fafely  confide  for  that  information/' ' 

« 

He,  Sir  E.  H.  added,  (p.  lo.)  that  this, 
fame  pilot,  "  upon  examination  at  the 
"  council,  appeared  to  be  very  ignorant 
"  of  the  place^  and  even  at  the  attack  of 
^*  the  fort  of  Aix  he  obferves,  that  the 
•^  Magnauime  fewed  in  the  mud,  though 

f*  Thierry  was  on  board/' 

.  ♦ 
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Thus  is  th©-  non-attack  of  Fouras^  by 
fea  fblvcd  in  the  very  manner,  which 
it  was  fo  obvious  to  befpeak  it  would.; 
and  as  to  the  French  fcventy-four  gun- 
fhip  running  up  the  Charcnte,  on  which 
you  lay  fuch  a  ftrefs,  there  is  hardly  a 
fbremaflman  in  the  navy,  but  what  can 
give  a  very  fatisfaftoiy  reafbn  why  (he 
could  not  be  followed,  even  if  the  fub- 
fequent  one  would  not  do ;  that  there 
was  not  a  lingle  pilot  on  board  th« 
fleet  that  would  take  charge  of  z  twenty 
gun-fhip  in  the  chace  up  it.  Page 
84,  of  the  proceedings  you  will  fee  this 
point  as  fully  explained,  as  the  gjeatcft 
punftilioufnels  of  examination  could  re-*-, 
quire. 

You  will  alfo  fee  (from  page  8 1,  proc.) 
the  queftion  minutely  anfwered,  "  why 
"  the  fleet  did  not  come  into  the  road 
*^*  fooner  than  the  23d,  feeing  they  made 
"  the  coaft  on  the  20th  ?'*  Concerning 
which,  whatever  your  private  opinion  may 

be  of  vice-admiral  Kn ,  in  general, 

which  you  are  certainly  as  free  to  enter- 
tain as  poflible;  yet  is  it  plain,  that  in 
this  particular  you  have  done  him' wrong, 

as 


a$  well  as  Sir  E.  H.  who>  if  either  the  hO: 
or  reafoningi  on  which  you  proceed,  was 
true,  miift  have  been  the  complcateft  dri- 
veller on  earth,  to  have  fufFered  his  fubal- 
tern^s  management,  or  opinion,  to  have 
had  any  fhare  in  defeating  (b  great,  a  pro- 
jedt  as  that,  of  which  the  maritime  part 
of  the  execution  was  committed  to  him-* 
felf,  or  to  his  choice  of  whom  to  trufl  in 
any  branch  of  it*     Did  Sir  E.  H.  com^ 

plain  of  Mr.  Kn ?  and  if  he  did. not, 

who  can,  without  beginning  at  Sir  Ed- 
ward ?  whom  even  malice  itfelf,  never 
that  I  could  yet  learn,  charged  with  being 
cither  coward  or  fool. 

.  The  procedure  of  the  coiyt-martial 
having  dien  cleared  up  the  only  poinjt 
that  had  been  left  dubious,  the  pradtica- 
bility  of  attacking  Fouras  by  fea,  all  th9 
other  parts  of  it  will  fall  fo  properly 
within  the  courfc  of  my  reply  to  your 
feveral  bbje£tions,  that  there  will  be  no 
occafion  for  a  feparate  difcuiiion.  And 
as  to  the  unanimous  and  honorable  ac- 
quittal of  Sir  John  by  a  numerons  Com- 
miffion  of  officers  appointed  to  try  him^ 
however  natural  it  might  be  to  challenge 

C  2  a 


a  ftrong  prefamption  £rom  tlieose  in  his 

favor,  1  entirely  wave  thar  advantagdi 
from  a  confcioufnefs,  that'  ^  theif-  cbh- 
demnation  of  him  wouldnot  in  dfe  leatt 
have  changed  my  opinion,  founded  jis  it 
was,*  on  "matters  of  fa(ft  arid  evidence; 
neither  CQuld  his  aci^uittal  add  to  that 
moft  perfe<S  certainty  of  his  innocence, 
they  had  before .  feftablifhed :  a  certainty 
that  had  not  the  leall  cbfifte^Oii"  with 
my  knowing  there  .wasfuch  a'  perfon  id 
the  world,  as  the  proieSbl:  br^' patron'  of 
the  expedition.         '  -  --j   > 

If  that  ,acquittal,  however,  fhould  be 
unpopular,  or,  if  there  are  ftiH'^fome^ 
as  in  favour  of. that  common  fenfe,  of 
which  you  fo  often,  arid  fo  pathetically 
invoke  the  name,  1  hope  there  cannot  be 
many,  who  can  harbouir  the  leaft  idotibt 
of  Sir  Johns  having  fully  done'^his  duty; 
there  is  one^  refle^on  which  Cannot  f^ 
of  comforting  him.  A"  falfe  .jiidgment 
can  only  "  difh'onor  **  thofe  wh6  tnakcj 
it,  or  thofe  who  are  weak  enoiigh  to  be 
jnif-led  by  it,  without  cximinatiori :  no- 
thing being  forafh  as  the  decifions  of 
the  ignorant,  nor  nothing  fo  hard  as  to 


engage  llieqd  tp  retra^  ^^m.  3V^,Q 
ifees  ^hot  eV.ery  day  fee  inch  perfcyere  iii 
alSWdr,  a§  if  that  was  the'beif  eixpedicpt. 
,  to  cover  Ac  fiiiame  of  having  been  ia 
.  oiie,  or  preferable  to  Ac'  glory  whicK 
Ac  Wife  always  find  m  reriouncmg  it, 
Srorti  a  confcibufnefs  thaC  beiiig  but  iricn,^ 
fallibility  could  not  be  half  the  rcproacK 
to  Aen3,  that  obftinacy  muft  be? '  * 

'  But  wlioever  condemns,  or  acquits  ^ 
Jrini>"*m8flrceriainly  there  is  no  man  iij 
fiittdn,  who  ought .  to  confefs  himfelf  fo 
cfei^ly  obliged  to  that  commander,  2fl 
Ae  patron  of  Ac  expedition  himfelf,  If 
Jfe'ha^  a  grain  of  Aat  gratitpde,  with' 
wiic^'it  would  be  very  unfair  fo  fiippoie 
fSik  unprovided/  lie  muft  himfelf  rc^' 
joSce,  Aat  fuch  a  number  of  his  coun* 
t^dieii  were  hot  fq  fillily  ifacrificed  to  an 
cjplfiron  of  his,  perhiaps  too  lightly  takea 
Up;  and  which,  himfelf  being  perfuaded. 
He  could  hardly  fail  of  perfuading  oAers. 
to  adopt,  fupported  as  it  was*  by  the  irrc- 
fiftible  powers  of  his  oratory.  But  bad 
Ac  natioh  fuftained  fo  deep  a  lofs,  as  was 
palpably  prepared  for  it,  and  to  fo  little 
jjurpbfe,  cvdn  a  fehtiment  of  juft  com- 

-'  •  paffio^ 
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paffion  would  then  probably .  have  dlC^ 
pofed  many  minds  to  examine  into  the 
nature  aiid  pradticability  of  the  projed: 
itfelf :  n^inds  now  averfe  to  that  examina** 
tion,  from  the  excufe  of  doubt  left  them 
by  the  non-execution ;  a  doubt»  of  which. 
fine  partlzans  of  the  fcheme  do  not  fell 
to  avail  themfelves^  with  thofe  upon 
whom  it  can  pafs  for  one.  Though^  fo 
tenacious  of  its  objedt  is  the  rage  of  pre- 
judice, that  had  Sir  John  even  been  cut 
off,  one  half  of  his  troops  knocked  on 
the  head,  and  the  other  taken  prifoners 
of  war,  which,  or  foroethine  like  it, 
mull:  in  all  human  probability,  nave  becA^ 
the  cafe,  I  do  not  doubt  but  there  would 
ftili  have  remained  fome,  who  would  h^ve 
kept  on  trumpeting  the  excellence  of  the 
plan,  and  have  difcovered  in  the  execu- 
tidn  that  caufc  of  its  mifcarriage^  which. 
your  favorite,  common  fenfc,  would 
have  never  thought  of  looking  for,  bttJ(  in 
the  proje(f^  itfelf. 

You  produce.  Sir,  with  great  emphafis 
(page  id)  the  names  of  his  M — ',  and 
the  Privy-council,  in  fupport  of  the  plan, 
againft    thofe   who  took  the  liberty  of 

treating 
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treatinff  it  from  dbie  firfl;  as  a  wildj  chi'- 
merical,  and  abfurd  one*  ^  I  know  not 
what  impreflions  they  may  make  on  you^. 
but  I  readily  fuppofe  them  fuch  as  they 
would  make    on  every  man  of  fenfe*^, 
imprefQons   of    the  higheft  refped  and . 
veneration.    But,^  I  own,  I  think  there 
is  ftill  an  authority  fuperior  to  theirs,  in 
points  where  judgment  and  not  obedi-* 
cnce  is  concerned,  and  fuperior,  becaufe ' 
derived  from  God  himfelf,^   and  that  is, 
pne'6  own  reafon.     The  names  of  King 
and  Council,    ^t    the    fame  time   they 
juftly  command  the  moft  fubmiffive  re- 
gard, do  not  challenge  the  attribute  of 
infallibility,  which  even  the  Roman-Ca- 
tholics begin  to  be  heartily  fick9f  allow- 
ing  to  their  Popes.     So  far  from  it,  they 
are  often    thcmfelves    moft  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  fey  before  the  Public,  their 
motives  and  courfe  of  procedure,  leaving 
every  free  Englifhman  to  judge  of  them 
for  himfelf.     You,  Sir,  for  example,  arc 
perfedly  at. liberty  to  think  the  intel- 
l^ence  that  determined  the  refolution  q£ 
the  expedition,  an  admirable  and  com-^  . 
pleat  one.     But  will  you  grudge  others 
the  fame  liberty ,  of  thinking  the  contrary  ?  ^ 

Others,* 
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Otfaan,  witih  is  good  iiitentipni  tb  tlie& 
cbiifatfy  as^  yi)urfclf, '  though  |>erhaps  npt 
witfi  €^cs  fb  pehdtrating,  might  very  inho- 
cSiitly  fee  nothihg  in  it.  of  particularity, 
c*  Weight  efidu^h  for  the  fiiperftrufture 
o^  fuoi  i  plan  upcin  it,  a^  was  offered 
ahd  appi-bved. 

•  Of  the  metoidrial  of  the  French  fbrcesi' 
I'hflve  already  fj)dceiri  my  firft  letter :  you 
will  hardly  find  in  it  fudi  an  abfurdity  as 
that  of  a  private  authority  difputing  pre- 
ference' with  a  public,  ifi  which  I  only" 
mentioned  Ae  difference  between  the 
lift  furnifhed  to  the  Council,  and  the  com- 
mon^ report  and'  notion,'  under  appeal  to 
the  reader's  own  judgthent,  which  comes 
ncareft  to  probability.  Though,  had  the 
'  government  even  been  egregioully  in  this 
matter  impofed  on  by  falfe  accounts,  it 
would  not  certainly  have  been  the  firft 
titne  of  its  being  fo  3  ahd  as  to  the  pilot 
Thierri's  depofition,  I  do  not  even  take 
the  advantage  of  its  having  -  proved  a 
falfe  one,  bccaufe  that  could  npt  be  well 
forekhown,'  but  by  what  appears  of  it 
prcvious^to  the  refolution,  however  tole- 
rable an  one  it  may  be  from  fo  very  igm- 
^>  rant 


Vant  a  perfon^  it  feems  rather  tod  vague 
and  inconclufive  to  have  deferved  the 
whole  of  that  important  relblution  being 
refted  upon  it ;  I  fay,  the  whole^  for  the 
intelligence  furnifhed  by  Col.  C1--  may 
be  pronounced  precifely  lefs  than  no-*- 
thing,  even  taking  into  the  account  all 
that  he  faid  before  the  council  of  war, 
the  board  of  enquiry,  and  the  court- 
martial,  put  together.  Can  you.  Sir,  fay 
that  he  ever  fo  much  as  pretended  to 
have  •  pet-fonally  explored  the  great  and 
important  point  of  all,  the  '  acceffibility 
of  Roch^fort  by  fea,  or  to  afcertaift  many 
other  effentials  neceffary  to  be  known^ 
before  the  plan  of  attacking  it  could  be 
fo  much  as  attempted  to  be  carried  into 
execution  ?  Yourfelf  only  affedl  to  be 
arch  upon  the  doubt  of  there  being  a 
ditch  quite  round  the  place  or  not,  and 
to  take  it  ill  that  the  troops  did  not 
march  up  to  see  vvhether  RochforC 
could  be  efcaladed  or  riot,  where,  N.  B. 
IP  it  was  not,  there  was  no  artillery  that 
could  give  a  chance  to  force^  it,  or  to 
oppofe  to  that  of  the  place.  Butj  deign 
to  afk  yourfelf  the  queftion,  was  any 
thing  known  that  ought  indifpenfably  to 
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have  been  known,  prelimii^ary  to  fuch  a 
meafure  as  that  of  attacking  Rochefort  ? 
and  the  anfwer  of  your  own  knowledge 
and  judgment  to  that  quefiion^  can  hardly, 
if  you  will  fufFer  your  prejudice  to  give 
them  fair  play,  be  other  than  favorable 
to  the  refolutioa  of  not  rifking  {o  fine  a 
body  of  troops,  on  fuch  light  and  de* 
fcftive  informatbn? 

If  a  French  officer  ihould  report  to  his 
tourt,  that  Newpixt  on  the  Ille  of  Wight 
was  an  unfortified  place,  that  a  hundred 
or  le&  regulars  might  carry  by  a^ couple- 
inain ;  whgt  would  he  in  that  <fay,  that 
was  not  ftrialy  true  ?  And  yet  I  fancy^ 
that  they  would  think  twice  bdfbre  they 
atterr^ted  it    with    ten  thoufand  men, 
could  they  evert  prpcure  a  pilot  thipoogh 
l^eNeedles,  and  had  they  nothing  to  dread 
from  the  fuperiority  of  our  navai  force  5 
eiJj^fiilj  v^here  the  cafe  of  a  ;furpr!2^ 
fkouH  be  00 1  of  the  quc^ion,  as -it  was 
with  fe^iSb  to  Rodiefortif    The  place  it* 
ihlf^^  foifnas.thei>loafi!  object;  $  its  relations 
^i  'O^niieftions,  fuch  as  the  nieans  of 
comii^^ait  itj  bf  itetreatingin  caieof  a  re-» 
pulfdy\afird  the  ppobahillly  of  fuccours  by 
it     .        '  the 
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th^  national  force,  being  the  capital  points 
to  be  prcvioufly  afcertained  beyond  a 
doubt  y  nothing  of  which  was  in  this  cafe 
fo  much  as  pretended  to  be  known.  Or 
furely,  fixteen  fhips  of  the  line  needed 
not  to  have  been  employed,  in  convoying 
tranfports  upon  an  expedition,  where  even 
a  bomb-ketch  could  not  come  within 
gun-(hot  of  the  forts  s^t  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  The  city-barges,  as  fomebody  be*- 
fore  me  has  humoroufly  obferved,  might 
certainly  have  been  at  leaft  as  ferviceable  t 
even  frigates  could  not  cover  the  debarka*- 
tion,  at  the  only  fpot  where  it  could  take 
fdace,  .It  is  indeed  faid,  in  a  quotatioJd of 
your's  fi-om  the  Re|K:)rt,  (p.  41.)  "that 
"  the  homb-^ketches  might  anmy  the 
"rtroopSi  if  there  were  any  behind  the  , 
"» fand-hilis."  Perhaps  they  might ;  .not 
much,  ihowever,  I  fancy.  But  as  to 
bomb-^kctcfaes  covering  a  debarkation,  I 
have  no  great  conceptipn  of  its  being  pof- 
iible  for  4hem  to  be  employed  on  fuch  a 
fervice^  .b«t  that  may  very  well  be  owing 
to  my  ignorance  of  the  military  Bxty  arid 
to  the  ifame  ignorance  do  I  impute  6ay; 
doubt  about  a  couple  ofifield  pieces^j^lio^-^: 
ing  up  a  fluice  in  half  an  hour,  by  which 
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the  ditch  was  to  vanifti,  (p.  54.)  and  can 
hardly  yet  believe,  that  the  fuccefs  of  the 
expedition  depended  on  fo  finople  an  ope.- 
ration. 

You  have  afked,  fir,  feme  queftions  in 
the  name  of  common  fenfe  ;  permit  me 
now  to  afk  you  one  in  the  name  of  com- 
mon candor.  What  could  poflibly  be 
your  drift  in  introducing  two  inchJiorieSyZS 
that  of  theMardial  Senedterrcs  being  worn 
out  with  infirmities,  and  crying  like  a 
child,  according  to ^^«r  French  accounts  5 
Rnd  in  that  of  its  being  underftood  on  the 
coafl:,  that  both  Rochefort  and  ilochelle 
would,  in  the  courfe  of  a  fewdays^  faft 
into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  ;''diere  be- 
ing no  poflibility  to  reinforce  theniitill  the 
houfhold-troops  cotild  arrive 'frrfm  Ver^ 
feilles,  (pofl:fcript.)  Is  it  poflifele,  *fir, 
thai  you  can  have  ferioufly  fwailowxtd  fuch 
gitofe  illufions,  or  can  hope  to  pifs'them, 
ilntefs  on  the  prt>foundcil  ignoratice,  or 
the  md^  indblent  acquiefcene  of  non-^ex- 

^^  >Asq  tb  the  Marflial,   that  he  might  be 

yeryinfifm:)  wen  to  the  dotage  of  Shedding 
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tears  there  is  nothing  incredible  in  that : 
the  great  duke  of  Marlborough  himfelf, 
was  precifely  in  that  condition  before  he 
died.  Nay,  I  grant  it  even  poffible,  tho' 
^uredly  barely  fo,that  the  court  of  France 
might  be  fo  ill-informed  of  this  his  dif* 
qualification,  as  to  have  truftcd  him  with 
fo'  importaAt  a  command  as  that  of  the 
coaft,  in  fo  critical  a  conjunfture  as  this  of 
a  threatened,  and  of  what  you  would 
Jiave  to  be  confidered  as  a  very  formidable, 
invafion.  But  is  it  to  be  believed,  that 
fince  you  allow  there  was  a  Marfhhal  of 
France » in .  or  near  Rochefort,  that  he  had 
not  <;)fiidtrs  and  troops  with  him  fufficient- 
to  condoift  for  him  the  neceflary  opera- 
tioQs^'  and;  at  leaft  to.  put  Rochefort  into 
z  poftttr©  df  defence  again  A  a  coup-de- 
maifi,  .which  could  not,  if  you  believe  con 
lonel  Ctr— ^— ,  (you  fee  I  quote  no  upfa- 
vourable  witnefs  to  you)  take  place,  but 
by  a'fodden  furprize  ?  All  poffibility  of 
which  being  long  eaough  over,  any  Qthier. 
method  of  attack  was  out  of  the  qiaeflaon,! 
fince  there  was  confeffedly  no  artiJJ^ry.  pfff - 
jpared;  and  without  it,  our  army  muft  have 
madebefbreit  as  filly  ftfigurfc;4is  aicocli  pitted 
wWiQut  his  gaiHesu     Th  at  focbiftftedupts 

tnen 
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then  you  might  have,  I  do  not  doubt : 
there  are  as  filly  ones  every  day  imported  > 
but  fvirely  nothing  M^ould  equal  the  abfur- 
dity  of  grounding  upon  the  like  of  thefe 
a  plan  of  eriterprize,  except  that  of  con- 
demning on  them  the  non-execution  of 
one.  As  to  any  awe  or  terror  to  be  ftruck 
by  the  mere  name  of  a  Marfhal  of  France, 
1  heartily  agree  with  you,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  ridiculous  or  fliameful. 
We  have  had  a  Marfhal,  nay,  a  king  of 
France  in  our  prifons  before  now,  and 
may  again,  but  it  muft  not  be , by  fuch 
projedtions  as  you  are  pleafed  to  defend, 
Eor  by  fuch  a  fpirit  of  party  as  ;now  r^t^gn?^ 
inftead  of  the  old  Britifh  oqc,.  whjdiv. 
feems  fo  thoroughly  extinguifhed.        . 


Now  as  to  the  taking  of  Rg^lie&rtand" 
Rochelle  being  given  over  by.t^cj^rppdvi: 
as  already  in   our  pofleffionj^  ^^^4^9  ^F^ 
appearance  of  our  armament,  |jS  .^qu,a4rA 
TanCe  on  the  authority  of  a  captmA  95^ 
ter  of^k  tfanfport  vencl  j  not  denying  the 
exiHpnc6  of  thi^  curious  piece  ox!  Jntelli-  . 
gende^^  let  us  examine  tHe  qaerit  pf:it,  and 
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Firft,  as  to  Rochefort,  the  prafticability 
of  the  attempt  without  knowing  bow  it 
lay,  how  to  be  come,  at,  without  artillery;^ 
without  fecurity  of  a  retreat,  without,  ia 
fliort,  only  every  thing  that  was  material 
to  be  known,  has  already  been  difcuiTed. 

But  as  to  Rochelky  furely  no  falfity  was 
ever   more    grofly  palpable.      There  is 
hardly  a  man  who  knows  any  thing,  but 
knows  that  this  place,  the  laft  important 
fortrefs  of  liberty^  and  tlie  Proteftant  re- 
ligion in  Fra,nce,  is  fo  extremely  well  for- 
tified by  art  and  nature,  that  an  army,  by 
fea  and  land,  pf  fifty  or  fixty  thoufand 
men,  might  perhaps  promife  to  itfclf  the 
rfdu^on  of  it  in  the  coiirfe  of  a  cam- 
paign, if  npt  in  mean  time  relieved  by 
the  whole  iforce  of  France,     To  believe 
then  tha(  they  could  tremble  for  fuch  a 
place,  where  eipecially  furprifing  it  to- 
wards the  fea,  is  from  its  fituation  impof-  , 
fible;  and  vsrhcre  the  ^afe  ofafurprize.it- 
ielf  dM^Tiq^  exiff^  is  fucK  a  fWetch  yj["^ctjer, '. 
dulfty,  that  one  would  hardly  imagi^jf .' 
there  Was  a  man. capable  of  even  fci^pjn^  j 
it.    It'  may  alfb  here  1)c  obfecved,  tlj^|^ ,  j 
fixongas  it  was  before,  i;  received  withitjr;,, 
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thefc  few  years,  a  very  confiderable  addi- 
tion to  its  works,  which  cannot  be  un-^ 
known  here,  fince  it  was  in  all  the  fo- 
reign gazettes. 

.  As  to  the  hqufhold-troops  being  or-» 
dered  to  hold  th,emfelvcs  ready  to  march 
at  a  minute's  warning,  can  any  one  from 
thence  draw  an  inference  of  our  arma- 
ment having  been  an  objedl  of  terror? 
Was  fuch  a  dilpofition  other  than  what 
might  naturally  be  expefted?  Were  a 
defcent  on  the  point  of .  being  made  on 
any  part  of  our  coafts  by  the  French, 
would  not  any  forces  at  London  have 
the  fame  order,  to  be  ready  at  all  events, 
even  if  the  coaft  was  ever  fo  W^U  guard- 
ed? Muft  not  then  one  be  reduced  to 
the  moft  pitiful  ihift  for  argument,  to 
infer  from  that  difpofition  of  the  houfe- 
hold.  troops,  the  French  being  frightened 
out  of  their  fenfes? 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  precifely  by 
fuch  filly  ftorics  and  idle  reports  as  thefe, 
thaf  inany  well-meaning,  ^worthy  people 
in  the  nation,  are  mif-led  *and  abufed; 
J[  mean  thofe  who  are  not  in   a  way  or 
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condition    to    eiamine   for  themselves.  . 
Thus  it  IS:,  that  many  with  the  beft  oF 
hearts  towards  their  country,    and  even 
from  that  very  goodnefs  of  heart,  have 
been  betrayed  into  the  countenancing  men 
and  meafures   which,  had  the  truth   of 
things  been  known  to  them,  they  would 
have  been  the  iirft  to  difapprove.     But  to 
whatever  deception  they  may  be  liable, 
from  any  defigning  men  or  parties,  they 
can  never  fufpedl  it  in  thofe,  who  defire 
nothing  fo  Tnuch  of  them,  as  that  they 
would  not  truft  any  other's  judgment  or 
knowledge  but  their  own,  efpecially  in 
points  where  it  is  fo  eafy  for  themfelves 
to  obtain  fufRcient  information.     Many 
would  not  want  more  than  would  con- 
ftitiite  them,  if  not  corifummate  politi- 
cians, at  leaft  competent  judges  in  mat- 
ters, of  which    almoft  any  Englifhmaa 
fhould  be   afhamed    to    be  thought  ig- 
norant, or  blindly  to  pin  his  faith  about 
them  on  others.     Yet,  as  things  ftand, 
how    few    dare   think    for   themfelves? 
They  are  content  with  having  their  opi- 
nions ready  chewed  for  them',  as  vve  are 
told  of  the  Negus  of  Abyflinia,  having  his 
royal  food   chewed  by  an  old  "woman, 
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and  chucked  down  his  throat.  With  re- 
fpedt  to  certain  perfonages,  as  well  as  to 
certain  meafures,  how  could  the  prefer- 
ment and  popularity  ,of  the  one,  or  any 
approbation  of  the  other  be  otherwife  ac- 
counted for? 

As  to  France  again,  what  grofs  abfur- 
dities,  what  palpable  falfities  and  even 
often  contradiftory  ones,  are  not  every 
day  fwallowed;  if  they  but  flatter  either 
the  popular  humor,  or  favor  any  parti- 
cular point  of  intereft  of  defigning  men? 
Few  feem  to  confider  how  pernicious  fuch 
national  miftakes  are,  or  how  ii5idifpen- 
fable  a  preliminary  to  the  taking  of  juft 
^meafures  for  reducing  an  enemy:  it 
is  to  know  his  ex^ft  ftate  of  ftrength, 
as  well  as  his  weak  fide.  The  next  pointis, 
on. that  knowledge,  neither  to  dread  him 
fo^.much  as  to  let  fear  enervate  coun- 
dlai  or  operations,  nor  to  defpife  him  fo 
muicjbias  to  let  th^t  contempt  kad  into 
felfe  jfneafures.  .  Has  this  maximi  true  as 
itiuhiJtrit/3,  ever  hc^ii  obferved  towards 
Firai^gd^iLet.  the  public  meafures  declare. 
Scirndton^iiils  jW^r-are  panic-ftruck  at  fcarce 
'  tbejflsjifiow  of  ftidanger  from  it,  other  times 
'  kniookiog/  Qur  h^^ds  againil  the  hard  im- 
.^Mvi;ii  '    penetrable 
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penetrable  fubftance  of  one.  For  my  own 
part,  I  neither  think  her  fo  formidable  as 
ibme  reprefent  her,  nor  fo  defpicable  as 
others  do,  nor  that  fhe  is  to  be  fubdued, 
no,  not  even  by  the  great  force  in  faftiioHi 
of  whole  regiments  of  tropes,  batta- 
lions of  metaphors,  or  brigades  of  fmii- 
lies,  though  the  man  that  fhould  be  at 
the  head  of  them,  were  heaven^bcrn. 

Yet,  Sir,  you  tax  me,  and  furely  very 
unjuftly  (p.  28)  with  entertaining  a  high 
opinion  of  the  French  wifdom  and  ability, 
and  extolling  them  highly  on  every  occa- 
sion. I  prefume  there  is  no  part  of  what 
J  wrote  on  this  fubjed:  that  breathes  a 
thought  fo  foreign  to  me.  The  moft 
that  I  ventured  to  fay,  only  fuppofcd, 
they  could  not  well  be  thought  fuch  rank 
ideots  as  to.  omit,  in  their  own  defence, 
what  nothing  but  idiotifm  itfelf  could 
negledt,  and  that  our  troops  would  prO'* 
bably  h^ve  flood  wretched  a  chance  tobave 
trufted  to  the  poflibility  of  fuch  a  negled:; 
for  anything  nirther,  you  rfelf  cannot  think 
worie  than  I  know  of  them.  They  ar# 
conftittttionally  and  fyftematically  iHm  in^ 
cendiariA  of  Europe,  and  in  {bcitt  d$ 
great  enemies  to  its  liberty  as  to  their  owa* 

Ez  '    Slaves 
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Slaves  thcmfelves,  Kv'ith  fcnfe  enough  in- 
wardly to  feel  the  (hame  of  being  fo,  and 
which  a^poorly  palliated  expofition,  can- 
not conceal  from  them,  they  think, 
however;  to  cover  that  fhamc  by  propa- 
gating their  fyftem  of  flavery,  wherever 
their  arms,  cunning,  or  perfidy  can 
pave  their  way  for  fubdual  or  influence. 
Their  chains  they  affe6t  to  cover  with  the 
flowers  of  eloquence,  or  with  the  laurels 
6f  war,  or  jingle  them  harmonioufly,  as  if 
they  were  vain  of  them,  Froin  the 
whole  drift  of  their  jpolitics,  they  have 
made  it  the  intereft  of  every  nation  ift 
Europe,  to  contribute  to  their  Vedu^^ion : 
and  yet,  by  their  managemetll  ftli<i  ih- 
trigiies,  at  aln^oft  all  the  courts  of -it,  »thcy 
have  eafily  prevailed  over  fuch  tflfinifterBas 
we  oppofed  to  them,  and  giv^enl^te  fbudeft 
cJaufe  imaginable,  a  face  painted  with 
fair  colours.  The  war  now  on  foot 
was'  undoubtedly  pr^nieditated^  at '  the 
Very  inftant  they  were  figning^  the  peace 
with  us  at 'Aix-la-Chapelle  ;  that  peace  in 
^icH'  we  fo  tamely  conferited  to  give  hof- 
t*a'^s' !  \  ind  *  as  to  their  grdat  wifdom  it 
xap?tafly  corififts  in  our  folfy.  I^hey  have 
tfteSed[  their  fyftem  oil  ihe  bafis  of  our 
%(iiX^  blunders,  Of  the  prelumption  of 
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them,  from  th«r  knowledge  of  us,  io 
which,  to  give  us  our  due,  we  have  iel- 
dom  deceived  their  mod  Tanguine  expec- 
tations. Their  military,  its  (rue,  is  more 
numerous  then  ours,  which  is  not  to,  be 
wondered  at,  under  a  conftituuon  that  is 
purely  military,  though  their  area  of  do- 
minion  is  not  proportionable  to  the  force 
they  keep  up  fo  much  greater  than  ours, 
'  and  certainly  not  fo  populous  :  The  com- 
mon meii  in  their  armies  arc  very  cont- 
mon  naeh  indeed ;  and  far  inferior  in  every 
refpeft  to  ours.  The  great  ftrefs  of  thcic 
force  in  war  conlills  in  their  nobility, 
which  (UU  adheres  to  its  original  principle 
of  ijjilitution  for  military  fervice,  and 
v^cb'tothat  powerful  point  of  honctt- 
jnns  a  more  regular  education  and  train- 
ing in  wbr,  than  moft  of  our  officers.  I 
have  counted  on  their  military  eftaUifh- 
imcnt  amoAgft  their  lieutenant-generals, 
Marecbauede  Camp,  Brigadiers  ajirmeis, 
de  CavdUrie,  and  Je  Dragemj  15  I^rioces, 
-ji  E>akes,- 193  Marqueffes,  i39£4rlsor 
Goui^,  xo  Vifcounts,  yS  ^rpf^  and 
■Knights,  independent  of  the  uii^tled,jpl»- 
4ity,  andofthofe  that  may  be  prcfumed  to 
be  in  the  fubi[ltern  commands.  The  ex- 
«mples  of  men  of  fuch  rank,  doubtlefs 
diflufe 
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diflufe  great  animation  through  the  whole 
body  of  the  army;  and  furcly  the  employ- 
ment of  thefe  noblemen  in  the  fervice  of 
their  country,  may  without  partiality  to 
the  French,  be  pronounced  at  leaft  equal 
to  the  glorious  amufements  of  ours  in 
racing,  cock-fighting,  gaming,  and  carry- 
ing themfelves  and  their  conntry  to  mar- 
ket, &c.  And  yet,  to  an  Englifhman, 
thefe  titles  need  be  far  from  dazzling  or 
awful.  The  lowcft  freernan  is  fuperior 
to  the  higheft  flave  in  point  of  intriniic 
dignity.  The  iirft  fubje<ft  in  France  is  but 
the  firft  flave,  let  his  chains  be  never  fpi 
gaudily  ornamented  ;  and  in  that  fervile 
condition,  there  can  never  exift  a  true 
fpirit,  which  is  perhaps  tjie  reafon  they 
are  forced  to  fubftitute  a  falfe  one  of  hon- 
or they  place  in  obeying  a  defpotic  mafter, 
and  which  (hould  rather  coniift  in  fpurn- 
ing  the  yoke.  To  fay  then  the  truth, 
with  all  the  advantages  national  liberty 
muft  give  us  over  them,  the  greatefl:  re- 
proach that  can  be  made  to  any  admini- 
l^ration  is  that  of  fuffering  the  French  to 
gain,  or  but  to  hope  the  leaft  afcendant 
over  us.  N  or  could  that  ever  be  the 
caie,  if  the  nation  was  once  to  feel  itis  • 
undoubted  ftrength,  or  hs^ie  it  put  into  a 
2  prop* 
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proper  way  of  coUeding  and  exerting  itfcif 
to  the  purpofe. 

So  iffuch  for  my  "  extollirtg  the  wifdom 
"  and  ability  of  the  French."    And  now. 
Sir,  give  me  leave  to  reprefent  to  you, 
your  not  having  made  the  faireft  ufe  of 
the  affertion  you  quote    (P.  6.)   of  there 
having  been  thofe  who  pronounced  boldly 
that  nothing  would  or   poffibly  could  be 
done  by  that  grand  Armada  ;  an  antici- 
pation youobferve  at  once  aftonifhed  man* 
kind,  and  afforded  a  bad  omen   of  the 
fuccefs  J  though  it  could  certainly  mean 
no  more  than  an  indifferent  opinion  of  the 
projedion,    or   perhaps  of  the  projector 
himfelf.     For  to  think  that  any  private 
malevolence,  pique  or  envy,  could  have 
prevailed  on  the  commaiiders  of  the  expe- 
dition to  negled;  fo  groHy  their  duty  to 
their  king,  their  country  and  themfelvcs, 
and  to  commit  therein  a  treafon  for  which 
no  protedion  could  enfure  their  impunity, 
no  reward  in  the  power  of  a  king  to  hcr[ 
flow,  could  compenfate  the  infamy ;  fucb 
a  hetiefy  I  fay^    would  iff  elf  be   fuch  ^ 
flretch  of  injuflice  mixed  with  folly,' as^ 
mankind  at  leaft  can  hardly  be  fufpe£fe3 
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of,  however  a  few  individuals  blijnded  by 
party-rag<^,  or  prejudice  might  adopt  it.  ' 


^' 


But  of  all  the  charges  you  bring  againft 
me,  the  heavieft  and  certainly  the  moft  ill 
grounded,  is,  my  want  of  candor,  which 
would  be  infinitely  the  more  criminal  in 
me,  for  all  my  prefatory  folemn  profef- 
fions  of  it.     Had  you  deigned  to  perufe 
my  difcuflion  in  a  ftate  of  mind,  free  en- 
ough from  prejudice,  for  truth  nptto  find 
the  entrance  fhut  againft  it,  you  could  not 
mifs  obferving  that  I  was  far  from  feeking 
to  derive  unfair  advantages  from  -be  tefti- 
niony  of  the  officers  of  thecounc  I  of  war 
(P.  23,)  whoih  you  very  juftly  call  pisirties, 
or  from  vague  reports  in  oppcfition  to  thofe 
of  authority.     The  .whole  ftrength  of  my 
Conclufions  are  refted  entirely  on  the  in- 
formation produced  on  your  own  fide,  but 
efpecially  on  the  intelligence  and  depofi* 
tion  of  CoL  CI —  himfelf.     You  pannot 
reafbnably  fuppofe    him    to   have   been 
lavor^ble  or  partial  to.  the  jefolution  of 
pot  attempting  to  proceed  againft  Roche- 
fort  ;  and  yet,  what  could  more  conduce 
to  it,  next  to  an  immediate  fur  vey  and  con- 
^deration  of  circumftarces  on  the  fpot, 
Aan  the  figure  that  gentleman  himfelf 

imade 
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made  before  the  council  of  w«  of  the  25th,' 
if  the  minute  of  it  was  tot  partially  or 
falfdjr  taken,  though  it  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  contradid:ed :  attlfoUows  {Pro: 
ceedingsp.  87.)  '• 

/ 
"  On  examination  of  GoL  Clerk,  all 
^  that  could  be  gathered  is,  that  the  army 
**  are  to  match  up  to  see  if  Rdchefort 
^  can  be  efealaded  or  not  \  but  th^t  all 
^  opening  of  trenches  for  carrying  on  of 
^  a  regular  fiege,  were  not  in  his  plan  of 
,*^  attack;* 

You  will  excufe,  Kr,  this  repetition, 
oh  acCotiht  of  its  importance,  and  which 
conveys  not  an  tinpleafant  image  of  an 
^rniy  niarching  up  an  enemy's  country  to 
fee^  if  an  attack,  upon  the  plan  of  a  fur- 
prife,  N.  B.  already  long  over,  was 
pradicable  or  not,  in  which  laft  cafe, 
there  was  nothing  for  them,  but  to  march 
back  again,  that  is  to  fay,  if  they  could. 

As  to  the  virulence  which  yeu  accufe 
me  of  a  tendency  to  iupport  againft  the 
M — n — r,  in  that  you  alfo  greatly,  injure 
the  meaning  of  my  heart.  •  I   know  the 

F  ^        pref^iit 
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prKent  flate  of  parties  too  well,  not  to. 
think  him  the  moft  plaufible,  if  not  even 
iptrjnfically  the  heft  of  the  leaders  of 
thern^  and  from  his  popiilarity,  deferved 
or  not  deferved,  the  moft  capable  to  ferve 
his  country,  if  he  could  adt  up  to  his  pro- 
fefHons.  And  fince  it  is  fatal  to  Britain, 
that  fome  particular  party  muft  rule,  in 
exclufion  of  a  more  national  fpirit,  and  of 
thofe  who  if  they  deferved  to  rule,  would 
deipife  all  parties  whatever,  and  wifh  the 
nation  fairly  rid  of  them  all,  than  which 
day  it  could  never  fee  a  happier  :  fince, 
I  fay,  there  feems  no  great  likelihood  of 
fo  defirable  a  change  of  fyftem  taking 
place,  no  doubt  your  admired  m — n — r 
is  as  proper  a  one  as  any  other  head,  or 
member  of  a  party.  Yes  !  even  though 
new  linked  with  colleagues,  he  once  af- 
fe<5ted  fovereignly  to  defpife,  on  the  fole 
ftrength  of  which  contempt,  he  rofe  to 
his  prefenc  fuper-eminence,  apd  whom 
he  has  however  taken  under  his  moft 
gracious  proteclion,  at  the  hazard  of  his 
popularity,  and  of  making  no  better  a 
figure,  confidering  the  different  color  of 
thiC  principles  he  boafts,  than  a  new  patch 
on  an  old  thread-bare  ducal  mantle.     But 

what 
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what  were  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  of  a 
political  penitence  on  thdr  fide,  which 
cannot  however  be  entirdy  unfufpicious, 
or  of  relaxations  from  the  rigor  ofpatrio- 
tifm  on  his,  the  courfe  and  tenor  of  affairs 
mud  decide,  and  has,  in  truth,  already 
pretty  clearly  decided. 

So  far  then  from  harbouring  the  leafb 
malevolence  ^gainf):  him,  utterly  indifFcr^ 
ent  as  it  muft  be  to  him  whether  I  do  or 
not ;  if  he  has  not  already  all  the  talents 
that  conftitute  the  great  minifter,  which 
lam  far  from. denying,  as  he  may  furely 
have  them  all  without  my  knowledge  or 
aiTent,  at  leaft,  I  wiih  he  had  them  all 
both  for  his  country's  fake,  and  his 
own. 

I  wiih  he  may  remember  that  though 
in  this  infamous  age,  the  rarity  of  having 
clean  hands,  has  made  that  a  great  merit 
which  is  purely  a  common  duty,  "it  is 
alfo  not  uneiTential  to  have  a  clear  h^rt, 
a  heart  that  will  not  fufFer  to  fuiiie  up  ta 
the  head,  and  cloud  it,  the^  arrogance  of 
fuperior  lights,  the  fondrtefs  of  >  pv^snaf, 
without  the  requifiies   t%>  difchargitn  ii^ 

F  2  function, 
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funftions,  that  narrbttt-fpirfted  ^rthft^ 
which  leads  to  thfe  fele<^ing  of  fabjeds  far 
employment  out  of  one's  own  little  family, 
inftead  of  the  great  ftore-houfe  of  the 
nation  :  a  heart  in  (hort  abovfe  all  the  llttl&- 
ncflcs  of  the  times. 

I  wiih  him  the  difcernment  neceffary 
to  nominate  or  recortimend  the  greateft 
and  ablcft  minifters  to  foreign  courts ; 
4it  to  fupport  the  dignity  and  intfe- 
refts  of  the  [nation,  in  this  moft  critical 
conjuncture,  and  likewife  to  feleft  the 
propereft  and  moft  ufeful  fubjefts  for  his 
own  affiftance  at'homei  the  wantof  which 
attention  was  the  very  tocfc  on  which  Albe* 
roni  fplk,  whofe  h^ad  intoxicated  with  his 
ftrange  fudden  elevation^  and  vanity  did 
not  permit  him  to  liften  to  advice. 

May  he  for  his  own  fake  remember, 
and  apply  the  two  following  maxims  df 
the  Cardinal  de  Retz,  which  will  be  found 
true  in  all  times,  becaufe  all  times  rc- 
•femble  one  another,  fo  far  as  the  heart  of 
mani  which  is  always  and  every  where 
the  fame  at  bottom,  goes  to  form  them. 
The  firft,    **    That  no  circumftance  fo 

^^much 
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?^  fwicli  difgraccB  one  who  j)retends  to 
*^  be  a  great  man,  as  liis  not  felcsing  e^ 
^  lu^ly,  or  njaking  the  moft  of  the  de-^ 
^  cifive  mcMnent  of  hi^  repatationy  which 
*^  is  generally  facrificed  to  an  over-eager* 
**  nefs  for  making  his  fortune.  And  it 
«*'  is  in  that  precifely  he  is  commonly 
**  doufely  deceived."  The  fecond.  That 
•^  the  very  fhadow  of  a  ciofet,  the  weak- 
*^  ll^iTes  in  whichonecannot  hinder,  is  dan- 
**  gerous  to  i  n^n,  whole  principal  force 
**  confifts  in  his  deputation  with  the 
^  putlic,** 

« 

May  he  alio  be  thoroughly  affuredthat 
miny  propofals  which  might  with  a  toler- 
able grace,  or.  at  leaft  without  much  in- 
decency be  made  by  others,  will  with  the 
worft  grace  imaginable  come  from  him,  if 
he  has  ever  before  violently  oppofed  the 
matter  of  them  !  that  will  be  for  ever  re- 
membered againft  him,  and  the  moft  in- 
trepid aflurance,  on  fuch  occafions,  will 
be  but  the  more  hurtful  to  the  conclulions 
he  would  eftablifh,  as  it  will  lefs  operate 
convidtion,  than  -provoke  indignation.  A 
mind  thus  changed,  is  always  fuppofed 
to  be  ib  by  refpeds  of  intereft  and  power, 

and 


Jtnd  not  by  the  aCfcual  pofition  of  ditngs; 
This  inference  may  certainly  fontetimes 
be  wrong, .  but  men  are  ever  lefs  afraid  of 
being  unjuft,  than  of  being  taken  for  bttfa^ 
bles. 

In  my  prefent  trmn  of  good  wiflies  to 
him,  I  cannot  omit  wifhing  him  a  man^ 
ly,  nervous  oratory,  fuch  as  may  rather 
befpeak  a  command  of  bufinefs,  than  a 
command  of  words.  Tliefe  never  fail  him 
who  is  a  thorough  nj^Qr  of  the  iirft.  May 
he  entertain  a juft  contempt  foriaJl  that  ru- 
mor andfalie  fire  of  declamation,  fo  much 
in  the  nature  of  a  mounted  fky-rocket, 
that  burfting  with  a  bounce,  fcatters  lit- 
tle artificial  fiars,  wbofe  glitteriog  im# 
preffion  vanifhes  inftantly  into  the  am-» 
bient  darknefs.  I  wi{h  hira>  in  fhort,  an 
eloquence  rather  off<?rvice  thaq  of  pa-* 
rade. 

This  will  {how  you,  6r,  that  not  the 
warmeft  of  his  wcll-wi(hers,  wifla  him  bct-p 
ter,  or  indeed,  fo  well  as  I  do,  urilefe  fin- 
cerity  fliould  be  efteemed  more  pernicious 
than  the  rankeft  flattery.  Can  any  thing, 
for  example^  be  more  pregnant  with  inju-p 
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ty  to  him  than  what  you  fay  (p.  62.)  that 
no  mah  in  England  durft  fill  his  office  ^£- 
ter  him  ?  I  wave  an  infiftencc  on  the  fcorn 
and  derifion,  which  fuch  a  fuggeflion  muft 
naturally  provoke  in  every  man  in  England 
of  rank,  quality,  or  pretentions  equal, 
and  many  mufl  be  fuperior  to  his,  and 
{hall  only  remark  that  another  caufe  was 
afligned  for  that  long  vacancy,  at  leaft  as 
probable  as  yours,  which  was,  that  none 
<:ared  much  for  fitting  after  him  in  a  place; 
his  very  getting  into  which  proved  at  once 
the  nature  of  the  times,  and  of  the  quali- 
fications for  obtaining  it,  fuch  as  could  not 
jrcnder  it  a  very  great  objedt  of  ambition. 

I  come  now.  to  your  mention  of  thejix 
-weeks  admirahy  (p,  62.)  which  I  am  ex- 
tremely ready  to  grant  you  was  at  leafl  as 
.valuable  a  fet,   as  that  which  fucceeded 
them:  though  I  then  thought  the  nomi- 
nation of  fome  of  them,  the  highefl  im|)o- 
licy  in  the  perfonage,  who  was  fuppofed  to 
have  nominated  them,  as  it  appeared  fo 
bad  an  omen,  and  gave  his  enemies  fo  fair 
an  handle  to  impeach  his  difinterefted- 
nefs,  in  his  <^ery  firft  flep  into  power.  &6me 
of  them  one  would  have  thought  too 

great 
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great  men  to  accept  fiich  a  fubaltern  part 
on  his  recommendation.  I  alfo  admit  die 
fad  to  be  exactly  as  you  flate  it,  as  to 
their  defigned  reinforcements  for  America  j 
bat  you  will  allow  too  that  this,  though  ¥q^ 
ry  laudable  attention,  was  nothing  to  the 
point  I  contended  for,  of  taking  Cape^ 
Breton  •  For  certainly  that  force  qould  not 
be  fuppofed  fufficient,  humanly  ipeaking^ 
to  enfure  fuccefs;  and  any  force  in  the 
leaft,  fhort  of  that,  was  nothing  to  Cape* 
Breton.  If  we  know  its  importance,  in 
the  opinion  of  which,  I  am  flattered  with 
your  agreeing  with  me ;  the  French  alio 
know  it. .  Tnefe  are  Ae  French  .king's 
wprds,  in  a  memorial  of  inftrudtions,  da- 
ted Verfailles,  April,  1751.  ^^  La  Cebnie 
*'  de  FIJle  Royak  quoiquune  des  moins  et^ 
«*  enduesfous  ma  domination  dans  I ^merique^ 
**  eft  cependant  une  des  plus  importantes  et 
"  par  fa  fit  nation  y  etpar  le  commerce  qui  sy 
^'fait.  * 

It  is  not  then  to  be  .doubted  but  it  will 
require  a  force  to  reduce  it,  in  proportion 

*  The  colony  of  Cape-Breton,  though  one  of  the 
Icaft  cxtenfive  ones  of  my  dominions  in  America,  is 
neverthelefs  of  the  greateft  importance,  both  for  its 
fituation  and  for  the  trade  carried  on  there, 
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to  the  naturally  to  be  fuppofed  augmcn* 
tatlon  of  its  works  and  defence :  but  it  i« 
as  certain  that  it  cannot,  or  is  not  at  leaf); 
hitherto  put  into  a  condition  of  reiifting 
fuch  a  force  as  it  is  in  our  power  to  bring 
againft  it.  As  to  the  reproach  you  men^ 
tion>  having  been  made  to  that  branch  of 
the  miniftry  of  their  being  America^madf 
there  was  a  retort  at  hand  too  obvious  to 
be  miiTed^  which  is,  that  it  was  at  leaft 
better  than  being  Germanymtnady  and  the 
worft  I  wifh  them,  is  that  they  may  not 
be  whiffled  round  nor  fall  off  from  the 
deferving  the  honor  of  fuch  an  attach^ 
snent  to  that  truly  national  objed:  being 
imputed  to  them,  as  hardly  admits  of  an 
€xcefs« 

As  to  feveral  common-place  aphorifms 
iflterfperfed  in  your  letter,  the  purport  of 
which  is  that  a  foldiers  life  is  not  his  own, 
but  belongs  to  the  ftatp — that  hard  fervices 
ought  not  to  be  negledted  becaufe  liable 
to  lofs,  or  danger,  and  the  like :  they  are 
much  too  juft  to  be  difputed  in  general ; 
all  that  I  prefume  to  deny  of  them,  is  their 
being  in  the  leaft  applicable  to  the  prefent 
point. 

G  But 
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But  to  the  queftion  you  propofc  with  a 
little  air  ot  triumph,  (p.  34.)  "  Is  a  private 
"  officer  or  a  coUcftion  of  officers  in  coun-< 
^*  cil  (for  the  number  does  not  alter  their 
^'  condition)  to  fay,  my  orders  are  ridicu-» 
"  lous?  who  conftituted  them  cdunfellorfi 
**  of  ftate,  and  fubniitted  the  propriety  of 
"  their  orders  of  decifion?"  a  particular  an* 
fwer  is  due  in  acquittal  of  the  commanders 
of  the  heavy  charge  it  implies  againft 
them, 

In  one  word,  fir,  it  was  the  King,  the 
king  who  made  fir  John  fpecifically,  and 
his  council  the  judges  of  die  propriety  of 
their  orders,  which  itiUfl  be  exadtly  in 
proportion  to  the  pradiicability  they  fhould 
find  or  not  of  them,  on  that  or  any  part  of" 
the  coafl,  to  which  they  were  fent.  And 
let  any  one  but  confider  the  defedivencfs 
of  the  information,  on  which  the  plan 
was  embraced,  and  it  will  hardly  be  deni- 
ed that  his  majefly  with  great  confiderate- 
nefs  and  jufliqe,  left  that  latitude  iri  his  in- 
ftruftions.  An  exprefs  pofitive  order  of 
proceeding,  at  all  events  and  rifks,  would 
have  certainly  born  date  with  more  pro- 
priety from  a  cell  in  a  mad-houfe,  than 

from 
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Irom  a  clofet,  which  ought  to  be  refpeSed 
as  the  fanftuary  of  wifdom.  If  the  com- 
manders then,  who  muft  know  on  what^ 
intelligence  and  advice  the  plan  was  ori^ 
gionally  founded  i  (however  it  came  to  be 
adopted  by  the  higheft  authority)  in  the 
gall  of  their  difappointment,  at  being  fent 
on  fuch  an  errand,  had  even  taken  the  li^ 
berty  to  treat  thofe  orders  not  indeed  as 
quite  ridiculous,  but  only  as  better  to 
have  been  (pared  for  their  being  fo  im- 
practicable, of  which  they  were  happily 
for  this  nation,  and  themfelves  left  the 
judges  3  there  could  not,  methinks,  have 
been  any  great  harm  in  it,  even  though 
none  of  them  w^tq  counfellors  of  ftate,  or 
bed  not  left  a  low  pqft  in  the  army  in  the 
afpiring  views'of  becoming  fo,  in  the  fafer 
courfe  of  rifing  by  parliamentary  com-* 
paigns,  or  the  wordy  warfare  of  pppofi- 
tion. 

Difdaining  too  all  petty  cavils,  1  wave 
what  advantages  might  be  drawn  from 
Port  V  Orient  being  fufFered  to  ftand  in 
the  inftruiStions  to  the  general,  though 
that  place  was  known  to  be  unattackable, 
and  it  remaining  uncancelled,  was  repre- 

G  2  fentcd 


fentcd  as  a  hardihip  on  the  commander* 
(See  Proceed,  p.  6i.  and  io6.)  This  it 
feems  was  over-ruled,  though  probably  it 
would  have  been  more  exact,  confequently 
more  in  the  ftyle  of  bufihefs,  in  an  affair 
of  fo  folemn  and  momentous  a  nature, 
to  have  complied  with  the  motion  fot 
leaving  it  out.  But  let  it  go  for  a  com- 
panion to  the  famous  letter  by  the  Viper- 
floop. 

Having  now,  Sir,  gone  through  the 
points  I  thought  moft  required  an  anfwer 
and  purely  to  avoid  too  great  a  tedioufhefs^ 
paffed  by  many,  in  which  I  am  however 
far  from  acquiefing,  I  might  here  pro- 
perly conclude  this  letter,  and  the  fame 
is  in  fa<3;  concluded  as  to  its  principal  ob- 
jed:,  the  expedition.  But  my  gratitude 
for  the  pleafure  3rou  gave  me  (p.  64,)  to 
find  there  is  one  man  at  lead:  in  Britain 
whofe  heart  is,  or  feems  to  be  fufceptible 
of  tender  feelings.  "  For  the  diftrefs  and 
**  difgracc  of  this  country,**  continues  the 
pen  in  my  hand,  whether  I  will  or  not. 
I  cannot  quit  it,  (though  you  may  this  lets- 
ter,  if  you  arc  tired  with  it)  without  ftat- 
ing  my  fentiments  of  the  caufe  of  that  dif^ 
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ferder  you  lament,  and  of  the  only  gKmple 
of  chance  for  a  cure  that  appears  to  me. 
For  I  am  not  thoroughly  fatisficd,  tmt 
that  where  paft  indolence  may  have  in- 
vited that  perdition,  we  have  long  fccn 
jogging  on  towards  us,  a  mif-govemed 
wrong-headed  aftivity  muft  bring  it  on 
upon  the  fpur. 

If  to  bad  heads  or  bad  hearts,  or  to  a 
complication  of  both,  for  they  are  ieldom 
fcen  entirely  feparate,  our  prefent  wretdied 
ftate  may  juftly  be  imputed,  the  too  too 
rational  defpair  of  our  emergence  ^mt  of 
it,  is  owing  to,  if  poffible,  yet  a  worfe 
caufe,  that  prodigious  infenfibility  of  the 
nation,  to  its  greateft  and  moft  facred  in- 
terefts,  that  fo  deplorably  lie  a  bleed- 
ing. 

So  ftupid,  fo  even  treafbnable  an  un- 
concern, one  would  however  be  tempted 
to  think  incredible,  if  to,  what  every  day 
paffes  before  our  eyes,  the  whole  ftrejim 
of  hiftory  did  not  join  its  force  of  demoa- 
ftration.  Search  all '  its  records  and  you 
will  hardly  find  a  fingle  inftance  of  the 
fall,   eipecially,  of  a  free  fhte,  that  was 

not 
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not  precifely  owing  to  the  grofs  indolenctf 
of  thofe  very  perfons  who  had  the  greateft 
intereft  in  its  prefervation  and  profperity  s 
who  yet  were  wanting  to  their  country, 
wanting  to  themfelves,  in  not  taking  ef- 
fedtualand  timely  meafures  againfl  the 
pernicious  defigns  of  their  foreign  ehe- 
mies^  or  to  ftop  the  ruinous  career  of 
domeflic  ones. 

This  torpor  of  the  mind  it  is,  which 
whether  brought  on  by  corruption,  or  ,bred 
and  nurfed  by  effeminating  luxury,  or  by 
a  mixture  of  both,  gives  the  reafon,  and 
marks  the  epoch  of  the  declenfion  of  fo 
many  of  thofe  ftates,  of  which  there  now 
remains  nothing  but  the  empty  found  of 
9  name.  Rome,  Carthage,  Athens,  ulti- 
mately periflied  from  no  other  caufe  than 
the  fupine  acquiefcence  of  the  bulk  of 
their  reipedtive  communities,  in  thp 
follies,  pailions  and  vices  of  their  leading 
men* 

If  we  turn  our  eyes  on^the  profpeft  of- 
fered us,  by  our  country,  nothing  is  ^afier 
to  trace,  than  the  prefent  ruinous  ftate  of 
things,  to  the  fame  original  caufe.    It  is 
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but  too  vifible  an  one ;  the  extream  negli- 
gence of  thofe  whofe  honor,  intereft  and 
fafety  demanded  fo  contrary  a  conduft* 
Who  yet  contented  themfelves  with  re- 
maining paffive  fpe<ftators  of  this  long 
feries  of  blunders  and  impolicy,  of  which 
not  to  have  forefeen  the  confequences 
fuch  as  they  are^  muft  be  as  great  a  re- 
proach to  their  underftandings,  as  their 
not  joining  to  prevent  them,  muft  be  to 
their  ipirit,  or  to  their  fenfc  of  duty  to  their 
country  and  to  themfelves. 

But  what  renders  fuch  an  indolence 
yet  more  inexcufable,  is  the  egregious 
worthlefsnefs  of  the  adverfaries  diofb 
would  have  had  to  encounter,  who,  clear 
of  all  party-fpirit,  fhould  have  united 
purely  on  the  principles  of  preferving  and 
defending  their  country. 

Thefe  adverfaries  may  be  divided  into 
two  clafles,  which,  however,  occafionally 
different,  may  be  pronounced  exadtly  the 
fame  at  bottom. 

The  firft,  fuch  as  were  in  the  aftual 
pofleffion  of  power,  and  who,  whether 
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through  incapacity  of  better  judgment,  or 
tixrough  that  corrupt,]  and  always  difloyal 
concurrence  to  un national  meafures, 
which  might  be  prefcribed  to  them  as  the 
ible  tenure  of  their  offices,  facrificed 
their  country  fo  much  in  vain  to  another, 
whofe  evidently  greateft  intereft  was,  that 
it  (hould  not  be  facrificed  to  it. 

In  the  fecond,  iand  furely  not  the  much 
more  refpedtable  clafs  of  the  two,  might 
be  ranked  thofe,  who  being  out  of  power, 
were  not  alhamed  in  their  cagernefs  to  get 
into  it,  of  profaning  the  facred  term  of 
psUriotifm,  and  of  preffing  it  into  the  fer- 
vicc  of  dirty  felf-intereft,  or  private  am- 
bition. Such,  however,  is  the  force  of 
that  word,  or  of  its  equivalents,  that 
even  the  frequency  of  the  detedtion  of 
their  being  no  more  than  empty  founds, 
or  the  hackneyed  language  of  pretext  and 
fclfiihnefs,  has  not  been  able  to  ilale  their 
effedl,  or  to  rob  them  of  the  popularity 
annexed  to  the  employ  of  them.  Thefe 
terms  of  art  then,  for  fuch  they  literally 
were,  under  favor  of  2l  fmoak  of  zeal, 
amd  of  petulant  inveftive  -  tragically'  de- 
claimed, pafling  for  all  that  is  great  and 
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profound  in  oratory,  and  appearing  to  be 
attacks  on  the  fortrefs  of  power,  mafked 
the  oblique  lines  of  approach,  that  were 
to  produce  the  opening  the  gates  to  thefe 
mock-befiegers.  But  whether  the  admif- 
lion  of  them  was  voluntary,  or  forced  by 
•conjundlures,  or  by  the  befieged  being 
tired  with  the  galling  of  their  fire,  certain 
it  is  that  the  nation  was  not  one  jot  the 
better  for  their  fuccefs,  or  for  its  having 
lenr  its  name  to  their  attack :  for  either 
very  congenially  and  kindly  incorporating 
v^ith  the  old  garrifon,  or  rather  relieving 
than  difarming  it  ;  their  country  faw  and 
felt,  that  whatever  change  there  might  be, 
of  men,  there  was  hone  of  maxims  or  mea- 
fures,  at  leaft,  for  the  better;  and  the 
truth  is,  that  by  thofe  who  knew  them 
beft,  no  better  was  or  could  be  expedted. 

Certainly  then,  there  never  was  any 
thing  fo  formidable  in  thofe,  or  in  all  par- 
ties vvhatever,  feparated  or  united,  as  to 
deter  thofe  Englifhmen  yet  uninfected 
with  their  corruption,  folly  or  falfity,  from 
interpofing  in  behalf  of  their  country 
againft  the  fatal  efFefts  of  them.  Their 
nonfenfe  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  be  the 
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common  nonfenfe  of  the  aation ;  and  not 
being  fo,  how  eafy  would  it  be  to  kindle 
up  a  fpirit ;  and  what  fpirk  ?  not  that  of 
a  further  fchifm,  but  of  a  cordial  union 
of  all  true  well-wifliers  ta  their  co?intry, 
againft  all  who  ihould  oppofe  the  rescue 
of  it  out  of  its  prefecit  growing  diftrefa. 
What  could  withftand  Cuch  a  cau&,  pur*- 
fued  with  the  zeal  it  defer ves  with  all  the 
laws  of  God  and  man  on  its  fid&  ^  lawa, 
of  which  even  that  great  one  pf  fclf-pre- 
fervation,  is  not  the  greateft,  iince  tb^tof 
refltn-ing  the  national  hojior  ftjandj.ip- 
duded  in  the  attempt.  ,  .;,  ^  .. 

Circumflanccd  as  things  are^  can  there 
•be  any  fo  blind  a§  not  to  fee  tbe:ne;:€ffity 
of  this  noble  and  virtuoue  uni(Mf>,  or  fcdtig 
it,  foch  traitors  to.  tbeir  jcountty  ftUjd  to 
their  own  interefts  5  or  fo  abandoned  to 
lloth  and  indolence,.  a&  not  inftandy  to 
concur  to  the  promotion  of  it  ? 

ff 

■  ■  .  ^  -  .'  ., 
^  On  foch  an  .  union  taking  place  we 
ihbuld' fee  the  public  meafw^.,  replaced 
hti  a  nfational  baiisy  and.  all  th^  lin^  of 
deliberation  ail  A  execution  drawn  to  their 
ioA'g-forgotten  centre,  the  true  good  of 
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this  country ;  and  thofe  alone  would  be 
confidered  as  enemies  to  it  whofhould  fet 
their  faces  to  obftrud:  it.  They,  it  would 
be,  that  would  themfelves  be  treated  as 
vifionaries,  who  fliould  Jcnow  fo  little  of 
the  trueBriti(h  fpirit,  as  to  fuppofe  it,  efpe- 
cially  when  thus  rouzed  as  it  muft  now  be, 
incapable  of  producing  fuch  a  ialutary 
union. 

Compared  to  which,  when  compre- 
hending as  it  would  do,  the  whole  power 
arid  adkivity  of  the  community,  how  petty, 
and  how  contemptible  muft  appear  all  the 
felfifh  cab?ils  of  particular  families  or  facr 
tions,  who  in  their  rage  of  engroffing  that 
power  to  which  they  are  fo  unequal, 
think  it  an  injury  done  to  them,  if  inftead 
of  ferving  their  country,  their  country 
is  not  fuffcred  to  ferve  them. 

Neither  would  the  opposition,  that  fuch 
as  they  could  make .  to  that  political  rege- 
neration, which  would  reduce  them  to 
their  original  nothingnefs  of  power  as  well 
as  of  charader,  defcrve  the  nanie  of  an 
oppofition.  It  could,  at  moft^  pafs  for  a 
madnefs,  that  would  juftify  thie  tying  their 
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hands  up  from  doing  further  mifchief  to 
-  the  nation  and  themfelves.     Their  ftrug- 
glcs  would  be  even  a  jeft,  inftcad  of  a  dif- 
couragement,  to  fuch  as,  in  the  ftrength 
of  fuch  a  caufe,  would  refolutely  under- 
take them.     For,  in  fad:,  what  are  all 
the  proofs  they  have  hitherto  attempted 
to  give  of  ability  or  vigor,  been,  but  mat- 
ter of  pity  and  ridicule,  when  confidered 
with  an  eye  of  the  leaft  penetration  or  dif- 
cerriment?     Contempt  is,  however,  un- 
doubtedly their  due,  an4  that  is  a  debt  as 
caly  as  it  is  juft  to  pay  them:.     For,  in 
faft,  '\vhat  fear  can  there  be  of 'miftaking 
as  to  them,  or  of  danger  from  them,  iin^ 
lefs  of  not  defpifing  them  as  much  as  they 
deferve  ?  Even  in  the  cafe  of  any  preva- 
lence of  theirs  againft  their  opponents, 
the  fcorn  of  them  could  only  be  increafed 
'by  the  reflexion  of  the  indignity  of  fuch 
a  pnevalence.     Hard  indeed  would  it  be, 
if  fuch  as  could  never  make  any  ufe  of 
the  pdwer  intrufted  with  them  by  their 
'cc^urttfy,  to  the  leaft  hurt  of  its  enemies, 
fhould  be  only  armed  with  it  efFedually 
againft  its  friends  5  and  of  being  friends  to 
tbis^  fedbtrtrj^,    there    can  fcarce;  exift  a 
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ftronger  proof  than  the  wifliing  It  out  of 
their  power  to  do  it  farther  harm ;  nor  is 
this  wifli  even  an  unfriendly  one  to  them- 
felves,  (ince  their  own  private  intereft,  in 
the  common  fate  of  the  nation,  is  mani- 
jfcftly  included  in  it. 

♦ 

It  IS  not>  however,  from  thofe  who  are 
congenially  fatisfied  with  the  prefent  courfe 
of  things,  from  their  hopes  or  views  to 
come  into  play  on  the  foot  of  that  com- 
plaifance,  or  acquiefcence,  that  the  nation 
can  expeft  its  redemption.  From  thefe, 
if  they  were  but  honeft  enough  to  fpeak 
out,  one  might  anticipate  an  anfwer, 
Ibmething  in  the  fpirit  of  that  given  by 
one  of  the  great  men  of  Java,  to  thofe 
who  were  urging  him  to  join  in  fuppreff- 
ing  a  "band  of  robbers^  (with  whom,  by 
the  bye,  he  ufed  to  (hare  the  plunder),  as 
a  mrafure  eflential  to  the  good  of  his 
country;  ^*  Tell  them  fo^'  faid  the  great 
man,  frankly,  "  who  have  the  good  of  their 
"  country  at  hearty  for  may  I perijh  if  I 
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As  little  good  may  be  expcdtc4  from 
thofe  whofe  conftitutional  floth,  or,  with 
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leave  for  the  exprcflion,  whofc  innate  vis 
inertia  is  proof  againft  all  the  motives  of 
honofi  or  even  of  wrhat  one  would  ima- 
gine dearer  to  them,  fclf-prefervation ; 
yet,  if  it  might  not  too  much  fhock  thcfe 
men  of  eafe,  to  urge  to  tloem  anything  of 
fo  rough  a  nature  as  Reafon,  again  ft  the 
grain  of  velvet-indolence,  they  might,  in 
favor  even  of  that  fupream  good  of  theirs, . 
Eafe,  be- reminded,  that  its  being  loft;  and 
deftroycd,  in  the  confequences  of  a  general 
wreck,  is  far  from  being  impoflible. 

.  This  epidemic  indolence,  however^  it 
is,  which  is  not  only  an  enemy  to  action, 
but  tends  to  propagate  a  general  and  fatal 
bUndnefs,  in  matters  of  the  higheft  con- 
cerh,  to  every  individual  of  the  nation. 
It  begets,  in  thofe  infcdted  with'  it,  an 
averlaon  to  thought,  as  an  invader  of  rfieir 
qoiet,  c^cially  when  they  have  a  fbrt  of 
coi^fufed  pre-notjon,  through  the  power- 
lul  inftind:  of  truth,  that  the  refiilt^of  an 
examination  will  not  be  agreea|)le  to  their . 
f at Otite  prejudices.  Prejudiees  that  fliall 
have  beferf  infufed  into  them  by  fuch  as 
bitd^Wittttereft  ta  niHlead  them  by  falfe 
light^>  Qt\  r^thef  to  keep  them  in  utter 
.  x«  -  ...-  a  dark- 
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darknefs.  In  this,  their  mif-leaders  are 
"greatly  favored  by  the  ;iatore  of  indolence 
hfelf  i  k  being  natural  for  thofe  inqlined  (o 
ileep,  and  to  thofe  who  would  l^il  theni  to 
it>  fo  ihut  out  their  common  difturber,  the 
light  of  truth.  Thence  top,  the  fo  ffeh 
quent  a4ii^iHifi:r^tiop  of  poUtical  opiates^ 
which  inpr^^e  the  di&afe,  wbilil  the)f 
ftppify  the  f^nfe  of  it,  an4  dofe  the  patieai 
iRto  perdition. 

But>  if  from  chara^ers  of  this'  lethargic, 
t^rn  the  nation  h^$  !lUtle  f^ccor  to,  jlippe, 

in  times,  when^  thp.  PMPpft  vigilance .  find 
activity  could  not  be  too  much  againfl  that 
alert  ene^y  at  <^r  gatesi  whofe  motipns 
will  be  9i?ly  quickeped  by  our,  ilqwjh  $ 
neither  cait  there  a  jnuc^  grisiiiter  deperit 
d^nce  be  i^eafonably  had  qu  thp(e  v/kofo 
little  b^ada,a£e  {9  engfrgiJed  by  trifltSi  ^  to 
have,  ^p  roQQi  left  in  them  for  aayrtJbJiftg 
thgt  i^ greal,  jOpbie,  or  fpirited.        in     .,. 

Many,  c^thefe  however  dcfffive^fjeafeptfyj  ^ 
they  a,rp  what  .they.,ve, . CQi^itwjftfi^y, . 
It.  would  perhftps  be  ^v^n  crv^Uoj  jipbidifeitt 
of  that  tai^e  gf  theirs  fqcteyery  {hii^g  ^»^  i$ 
futile  and  iillyi   iince  nature    has  made 

them 
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them  capable  of  nothing  elfe.  Take  from 
numbers  of  them  their  joy,  and  plume  of 
pride  in  a  tawdry  equipage;  their  race-horfes, 
dogs  and  flatterers  j  their  kcennefs  of  com- 
pofition  for  who  (hall  be  king  of  the  but- 
terflies on  a  birth-day,  and  other  the  like 
fublime  points  of  their  delight  or  occupa- 
tion ;  what  would  you  leave  them,  but  a , 
dreadful  voice  of  cxiftence  there  would  be 
no  filling  up  ?  organized  as  their  heads  are 
for  the  reception  of.  nothing  but  refufe* 
trafh,  whilil:  their  hearts  arei  too  rotten- 
foft  for  receiving  and  rietaining  the  fair  im- 

preffions  of  virtue  or  honor. 

« 

But  even  thefe,  if  they  could  be  brought 
to  a  fenfe  of  their  truefl:  mterefl:,  would,' 
for  their  own  fakes,  for  the  fake,  in  ftiort; 
of  preferving  that  property  which  enables 
them  to  indulge  themfelves  in  aH  their  in- 
fipid  rote  of  diflipation,  and  fuirriiflies  them 
the  materials  of  parade  with  which  their, 
moft  miferablc  vanity  is  fo  humbly  fatif- 
fied  5  yes  1  even  thefe  ought  to  wifti  for 
fuch  a  change  of  fyftem,  as  might  allow  of, 
fome  hopes  of  averting  the  ftorm  that 
threatens  to  involve  them  all  in  the  gene^ 
ral  ruin. 

This 
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This  confideration  too,  one  would  think, 
might  give  an  alarm  Qven  to  a  certain  vecer 
ran  camp,  where  tfaerf  has  been  long  hung 
out  a  flag  of  defiance  tp  the  awmon  fcnfe 
of  inankind ;  and  whore  it  is  impoHible  to 
decide  which  prevails  moft,  the  ^irit  of 
rapine,  or  the  infe&ion  of  dulnds.  There 
it  is,  that  nonfenfe  and  folly  receive  as  9 
favor,  what  fenfe  and  tafte  would  fpum^ 
if  profiered;  an  admiffion  into  clubs^ 
which  requires  at  kaft  as  much  intereft  to 
obtain,  as  a  feat  in  the  fenate.  In  that 
rookery^  it  is  that,  the  greateft  and  moO: 
^cred  interefts  of  the  nation  have  often 
been  regulated  over  a  cardrtable,  or  a  dice- 
box,  or  at  beft,  in  the  intervals,  fnatch^- 
ed  with  regret  from  the  only  ferious 
occupation  there,  that  of  unmercifully  pil^ 
laging  one  anodier.  And,  co  fay  the  truth, 
the  face  of  aiiairs  did  not  bely  the  nature  of 
the  time  allotted  to  them,  the  manner  of 
their  digeilion,  nor  the  place  whence  they  - 
had  dated.  Even,  at  this  day  perhaps^ 
that  receptacle  of  gamefters  and  fUtefanea 
outvies  the  prefent  m — ^t— r — ^1  clofet  m 
point  of  -exteniive  influence  and  folidity  of 
power,  though  to  do  it  juilice,  it  h^s  not 

I  yet 
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yet  indeed  produced  any  thing  equal  to  the 
Secret  Expedition,  * 

Thofc  then,  whb  yet  retain  a  claim  to, 
the  name  of  ErigUftimen,  a   namb  once 
never  aflbciated  but  with  the  ideas  of  the 
higheft  honor,   of  courage,  of  fpirit,  and 
and  in  (hort  of  every  thing  that  is  great  and 
cftimable  amongft   mankind,  never  could 
defifc  an  occafion  more  worthy  of  a  juft 
and   virtuous   ambition,  than   the  prefent 
one  of  ftepping  forth  j  and,  before  it  is  too 
late,  effediually  taking  in  hand,  the  caufe 
of  this  much  injured  and  long  deferted  coun- 
try.    Who  (hould  defend  it,  if  they  betray 
or  fail  it  ?  or  where  is  there  in  the  known 
world,  that  country  fo  well  worth  defend- 
ing  as  this?  l^t  them  confider  too,  that 
there  is  nothing  of  an  aflfedlationofgloomi- 
nefs  or  exageration  in  painting  the  prof- 
Iped:  of  ruin,   as  imminent  and  inevitable, 
unlefs    averted     by    immediate    countcr- 
aftion   and   negotiations.       There   plainly 
appears  but  one  alternative  ;  that  of  a  bloody 
war,  or  of  an  ignominious  ruinous  peace. 
Between  thefe   two  courfes,    there  is  no 
middlfc  one  /  and^  it  is  not  hard  to  dc^cide, 
for  which  of  them  it  is,  that  a  true  Englifti- 

man 
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man  will  declare.  It  will  alfo  not  appear 
a  propofition  very  difficult  to  grant>  that 
for  the  Britifh  Genius  to  foar  once  more  to 
its  antient  heigth,  it  muft  firft  be  freed 
from  all  thofe  fetters  of  foreign  interefts, 
corruption,  folly,  and  futility,  that  have  fo  . 
long  kept  it  chained  down  groveling  in  the 
dirt.  Not  forgetting  withal,  that  if  inac- 
tion mufi  be  granted  highly  pernicious,  it 
can,  however,  hardly  be  more  fo,  than 
an  unadvifed,  or  mifdireded  adUvity. 

Here,  Sir,  I  conclude,  and  if  there  is 
any  part  of  the  foregoing  has  offended  you, 
or  can  offend  any  one  in  the  character  of  a 
true  Englifliman,  I  am  heartily  forry  for  it, 
forry  for  myfelf :  nothing  could  be  lefs  ray 
intention.  As  to  thofe  whom  partial  at- 
tachment, weak  prejudice,  or  the  ilrong 
byafs  of  interefl,  fubjedt  to  an  invincible 
prepoffeffion ;  it  is  for  themfelves  that  I  am 
forry;  and  efpecially,  for  fo  far  as  this 
country  may,  or  mufl  be  affedted  by  their 
error. 


I  anty 
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T  O    THE    ' 

Monitor  of  the  21ft  January,  1 758. 

TH  E  not  having  feen  the  Monitor 
tall  the  foregoing'  (heets  Were 
fini{hed  and  fent  to  the  pre&,  hindered 
my  including  in  them  my  anfwer  to  it. 
Onperufalofit,  however,  I  judged  tlus 
appendi35,  the  more  neceflkry  for  the 
good  opinion  in  which  that  paper  de- 
fervedlv  ftands  with  the  public.  The 
ipirlt  tnat  animates  it,  is  fo  palpably  that 
of  juitice  to  this  country,  that  I  cannot 
but  reQ)ed:  it,  even  where  it  may  be,  I  do 
not  fay  aSually  is,  in  an  errc^r  But,  how-^ 
ever  di^rent  our  fentiments  may  be  in 
this  or  any  other  point,  I  defy  him  to 
wifh  the  caufe  he  has  undertaken  to  dcf« 

fend 
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fend  more  fuccefsthan  I  do,  if  the  jufticc 
of  k  defer ves  k,  and  I  hope  he  would 
nqt  himfelf  wifli  it  on  any  other  footing. 

That  the  report  of  the  board  of  enquiry 
was  inefFeftual,  I  entirely  agree  with  him. 
If  he  even  underilands  it,  or  can  but 
guefs  at  its  drift  or  meaning,  it  is  more 
than  I  pretend  to  do.  The  moft  I  could 
make  of  it  was,  that  it  was  fomething  in 
the  nature  of  the /peeial  verdi&  of  a  petty- 
Jury,  that  leaves  the  matter  of  the  indift- 
mentto  the  decifion  of  the  judges. 

'-  hi  to  the  unanimous  acquittal'  pafled 
by  the  court  martial, '  which  makes  the 
great  bbgefl:  of  the  Monitor's  complaint, 
that  the  commanders  of  the  expedition 
wcte'ttot  delivered-  uj)  to  a  puiHic  executi^ 
Mj  for  not  lefs^  do  the  niottb  and  tenor' 
of  that  paper  import  ;  I  owni  after  per- 
ufingxthe  proceedings  of  that  court,  with 
theutmoft  attention^  that  I  do  ndt  fee  what 
other  fentence  coi^ld  pafs,  unlefs  the 
members  of  it  could  have  thought  the  fa- 
crifice  of  the  lives  of  thofe  gentlemen,  a 
comfpliment  due  to  the  wifdom  of  the  mi- 
^  Bifter,  a  facrifice  of  which  they  deferved 

the 
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the  lefs  to  be  the  victims,    for  their  hav- 
ing fpared.  to  this  country,  fo  vain  an  one,' 
as  that  would  have  been  of  its  troops  in-  • 
trufted  to  their  conduct.     Or  was  nothing 
but  their  l^lood  to  atone  for  their  having 
trufted  their  own  fenfes,   in  defiance  of 
what  the  admirers  of  the  projection  of  the* 
plan  might  think  or  fay,  and  for  having 
obejred  his  Majefty's  commands  who  fo 
evidently  conftituted  them  the  judges  of 
its  pradticability  ?  Or  were  they,  in  com- 
plaifance.to  an  information  of  which  the 
defedlivenefs  could  not  efcape  them,  efpe- 
cially  when  they   had  already  found  fo 
many  parts  of  it  diredtly //7^,  to  proceed 
upon  the  uncertainty  of  two  or  three  //}, 
not  one  of  which  made  fcarce  a  poffibility, 
to  engage  their  forces  beyond  a  power  of 
retreating,,  in  cafe  of  therepulfe  they  had 
not  a  fingle  reafon  not  to  befpeak,  and  a 
thoufand  to  be  fure  of  it. 


The  M.  exclaims  againft  the  ufe  of  leni- 
tives in  failures  of  military  duty,  with  great 
jufticc,  no  doiibt,  on  his  fide.  But  in  this' 
cafe,  it  is  plain,  the  commander  fpurned 
the  thought  of  owing  any  favor  to  them  : 
and,  at  leaft,  as  to  his  part,  it  is  not  even* 

quite 
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quite  fair  to  upbraid  him  with  his  hating 
the  benefit  of  them,  when  he  previoufly 
and  folemniydifdainedit. 

Thp  M.  fays,  that^  on  this^occafion, 
••  The  enemies  of  the  government  fcize 
^^  the  opportunity  to  fpread  infinuations 
^^  againft  the  propriety  and  pradticabiiity 
"  of  the  mcafure."  And  why  not  the 
friends  of  it?  Is  it  then  become  a  criteripu 
of  loyalty,  to  believe  that  the  minifter 
Goold  not  commit  a  miftake,  and  that  it 
is  better  to  put  half  a  dozen  innocent 
gendemento  an  ignominious  death,  ratber 
dian  that  his  infallibility  fhonld  be  quef- 
tioned  ?  Or  is  the  government  to  ftand  or 
fall,  according  to  the  notion  that  £hall  pre* 
vail  of  it. 

If  it  is  notorious,  "That  there  is  a 
"  lurking  fa(5lion,  which  labored  hard  tb 
"  carry  their  point  in  the  court-martial." 
Let  infamy  attend  that  fadtion,  it  deferves 
it.  But  what  is  that  to  the  commander 
of  the  expedition,  who,  it  is  plain,  never 
refted  the  iffue  of  his  cauie  upon  either 
fedtion,  intrigue  or  favor,  but  purely  on 
th?  jufticc  of  it  ?  His  defence  is  before  the 

public. 
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pobllci,  and  above  all,  that  great  and  ef-^ 
iential  part  of  it,^  produced  by  his  accuf- 
€rs  themfelyes,  the  intelligence  on  which 
ihc  plan  itfelf  was  founded^  and  which  if 
the  iejiy  as  the  M.  ftyles  it,  then  certainly 
bad  Was  the  beft,  for  it  contains,  except 
the  memorial  of  the  forces,  nothing  but 
that  information  of  Col.  CI —  fo  evidently 
yague  and  defedive  as  to  the  fortifications ; 
and  as  to  the  acceiEbility  of  the  place   fa 
miferably  fupplemented,    by    the    pilot 
Thierry's  depofition,    even  admitting  it 
had  been  a  true  one,  whereas,  in  fad:,  it 
proved  falfe  in  the  moft  eifential  points^ 
when  it  came  to  the  trial.     Yet,  fays  the 
.M.  Sir  Edward  Hawke  recommended 
Thierry  to  the  favor  of  the  Minifter.     He 
did  fo  s  but  review  the  depofition  of  Sir 
Edward  Hawke,  and  it  will  appear  why 
he  did  fo.  The  man  had  behaved  bravely 
on  board  the  Magnanime  at  the  taking  of 
.the  Fort  of  Aix,  and  was  hearty  and  wil- 
ling in  the  fervice,  and  Sir  Edward's  great 
humanity  made  him  think  he  deferved 
encouragement,   at  leaft  for  his  good  in- 
.  tentions,  and  in  favor  of  them,  excufed 
.  that  ignorance  of  his,  of  which  he  Ipecifies 
.  two  or  three  proofs.  >. 

,     K.  The 
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The  truth  is,  that<on  hoard  the  whole 
fleet,  they  had  not  a  ^ftgle  pilot  that  knew 
iny  thing  of  the  navigation  of  &e  river 
Charente.  Thierry  was  iindoubtedly  the 
beft  they  had,  and  him,  Sir  Edward  H. 
calls  "  very  ignorant.*"  But  was  that  due 
fault  of  any  of  the  commanders  ? 

ThtReflexions  at  which  theM,  is  pleafed 
to  cavil,  he  fays  are  made  up  of  remnants. 
I  do  not  clearly  underftand  what  is  meant 
by  remnaiits  ;  but  he  is  certainly  right 
if  he  means  by  them,  particular  parts 
picked  out  of  the  report  itfelf  on  the  en- 
quiry ,.with  the  comments  that  occurred  to 
the  writfer  on  them.  The  vague  reports 
which  areobjefted  to  him,  he  gives  only 
as  fuch,  nor  oppofes  them  in  the  leaft  to 
the  intelligence  of  the  government ;  it  is 
on  the  foot  of  that  intelligence  he  reafons. 
If  he  mentions  the  other,  it  is  purely  to 
juftify  the  opinion  fomehad  of  the  expe- 
dition the  moment  its  deftination  was 
known.  The  Monitor  calls  the  French 
militia'**  a  phantom,  or  at  leaft  the  inven- 
"  tion  of  a  frtnchified  genius  to  deter 
**  England  from   Attempting  to  cut  out 

!*  work  for  the  common'  enemy  of  Europe 

"on 
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,  **  on- their  own  coaft."     AU  of  this  but 
the  militia's  being  his  own  invention,  thiat 
writer  confefles  to  be  true.     He  heartily 
too  wifhes  it  was  but  a  phantom,  or  that 
we  had  but  fuch  a  fblid  body  of  inilitia  to 
oppofe  to  that  phantom.     As  to  the  deter- 
ring England  from  any  attempts   on  the 
cpaft  of  France,  it  would  have  been  a 
great  expencc,  and  not  a  little  ridicule 
Ipared  to  it,  if  it  had  been  deterred  in 
time»  from  this  lad  one.      That  nothing 
under  an  army  of  force  enough  to  at- 
tempt the  conqueft  of  France,  can  mate- 
rially hurt  it,  many  have  faid,  and  that 
■for  a  felf-evident  realbn.     All  its  mari- 
time places  worth  attacking  require   a  re- 
.gylar  fiege,  and  what  can  form  a  fiege 
with  any  iiopes  of  fqccefs,  unlefs  an  army 
fufficient  to  oppofe  the  French  one  that 
wpuld  come  to  its  relief?  Is  there   any 
thing  in  this  fo  obvious  conclufion  that 
idjpjies  a  Frenchified  genius  ?   Or  that 
does  not  rather  fpeak  die  plain  !EIngli(h- 
!man,  who  would  wifh  the  prevention  of 
his  country's  blood  and  treafure,  from  be- 
,ing  vainly  and  ridiculoufly  laviftied,  or  its 
rcierving  them  for  mpre  prafticable  enter- 
prifes  ? 

K  2  That 
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That  bold  ftrokes  in  war  are  highly 
commendable,  and  that  even  defperate 
attempts  have  oftener  faved  than  ruined 
nations,  experience  and  hiftory  concur  to 
cftablifh.  The  more  hazardous  the  un- 
dertaking, confequently  the  more  honor- 
able it  is,  but  that  can  never  fuppofe 
a  madnefs  fo  blind,  as  that  of  having  no 
certainty  at  all  of  the  ftrength  of  the  ene- 
my's forces,  nor  no  knowledge  of  die 
place  to  be  attacked.  Will  the  greateft 
advocate  for  the  plan  fay  there  was  ? 
That  beft  intelligence  furniflied  by  the 
lift  of  the  troops,  only  concludes  with  a 
fuppofition,  which  were  it  even  a  probable 
one,  is  at  beft  but  a  fuppofition,  contra- 
didted  by  infinitely  ftronger  ones,  on  the 
fpot  J  and  as  tbtheftate  of  the  ftrength 
of  the  town,  if  one  may  believe  Col. 
CI. —  who  certainly  would  not  exaggerate 
them  :  to  have  marched  up  an  army  of 
eight  or  ten  dioufand  men,  nine  or  ten 
miles  at  leaft,  into  that  alarmed  country, 
to  view  thofe  works  of  it,  of  which  he 
or  they  knew  fo  little,  and  fee.  if  an 
efcalade  could  carry  them,  where  there 
was  no  fuch  thing  as  a  furprife  to  favor][it, 
jind  yvithout  artillery,-  on  failing  of  that, 

to 
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to  have  at  leaft  a  chance  for  fucceeding 
by  a  fiegc,  and  that  too,  depending  on  an- 
other fuppofition,  that  the  French  could 
not  come  down  with  an  infinitely  fuperior 
force,  to  cut  off  a  retreat,  muft  have  been 
a  meafure  of  which  not  to  fee  the  match- 
lefs  abfurdity  and  folly,  or  to  impute  it  to 
a  general  as  a  fault  the  not  having  proceed- 
ed in  it,  is  one  more  melancholy  proof  of 
the  prevalence  of  prejudice  and  party  Ipirit, 
over  all  the  powers  of  common  fenfe,  and 
common  candor.  Had  fuch  an  enterprizc 
proceeded  from  any  of  the  minifter's  com- 
petitors, none  of  which,  by  the  by,  I  mean 
to  infinuate  are  preferable  to  him,  what 
a  flood  of  fcorn  and  ridicule  would  hot 
have  been  poured  out  upon  them  ?  fo  true 
it  is  that  popularity,  no  matter  how  gained 
or  merited,  will  acquit  of  any  thing. 

Nay  there  would  even  on  this  occafion 
be  great  jufticc  in  the  popularity  of  the 
meafure  at  leaft,  if  but  on  account  of  its 
prefumable  good  intention,  if  it  was  not 
lb  much  at  the  expence  of  fo  many  in- 
nocent gentlemen  who  were  demanded 
as  the  facrifices  to  it ;  whofe  fate  is  fure- 
ly  hard  to  have  their  reputation,  which 
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to  £>Idiers  efpecially,*  ought  to  be  dearer 
than  their  lives,  called  into  queftion  upon 
a  point  which  is  itfelf  no  queflion  at  all. 


M.  too  feems  greatly  to  miftakcy 
not  the  meaning  indeed  of  the  word  Coup- 
de-main,  for  in  that  he  is  tolerably  clear, 
but  its  having  been  atten^pted  to  take  fano- 
tuary  under  the  definition  of  that  military 
term.  For  furely  nothing  can  be  more 
plain  againft  the  commanders  than  the  ex- 
tenfion  c^  it  by  fir  John  Ligonier,  to  even 
an, operation  in  the  courfe  of  a  regular 
£ege,  fuch  as  that  of  Bergen«op-zoom,  or 
x)fr  ort  St.  Philip.  Sir  John  s  advice  then 
was  far  from  countenancing  the  return  of 
the  troops,  before  they  (hould  have  fat 
down  before  k;  and  even  tried  the  fiege 
for  fqme  time.  But  what  do  the  com- 
manders fay?  "The  furprize  on  which 
"  the  only  chance  on  making  a  *  vigorous 
"  imprefiion,  or  a  coup-de-main,  call  it 
''  which  you  pleaie,  was  evidently  ovei; ; 
"  and  as  to  fitting  down  before  it,  we  had 
*'  no  artillery.  OiH*  plan  admkted  of 
f^none." 

The 
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The  fafety  of  the  Ba(quc-^road  was  not 
it  feems  fo  mueh  as  known  'till  fir  Edward 
liiinfe^f  made  the  .experiment  ofiit.  This 
is  one  more  proof  how  defedive  Ihis  <prior 
Information  hadbten,  which  at  leaf):  fup* 
pofed  the  taking  the  foirt  of  Abe  ib  iKcelf- 
iary  a  prelinndnaiy . 

•*  The  &ore;is»faidto  tc  inaxxeffible/* 
f  fays  the  M-):btit  whoever  faid  fo  befidc^? 
both  land  and  feaofHcers  plainly  declare  the 
contraty>  andboilt  on  it  the  refolution  of 
landing  the  tnoops^  to  proceed  againft  that 
ibrt  Fouras,  which  had  been  evidently 
-proved>inacceffible.by  fca.  Why  did  they 
dien  retrad:  that  rdfolution?  biscaufe  they 
found  that  that  meafure,  which  they 
had  refolved  on,  purely  from  their  ardent 
wi^  and  deiire  to  do  fomethingof  fervice 
to  their  country,  and  of  damage  to  the 
enemy,  before  they  came  away,  after  the 
main  point  had  been  formally  given  up, 
was  not  oneJQt  the  more  advifable,  for  its 
appearingfo  praaicable.  They  might  in- 
deed have  got  on  fliore,  but"  only  in  fuch 
divifions,  and  with  fuch  probability  of  ef- 
fedual  oppofition,  that,  fuch  an  objedl  as 
the  fort  Fouras,  and  it  was  their  only  one, 

could 
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could  by  no  means  have  juftified  the  rifk# 
Sir  Edward  Hawke,  who  was  fo  far  from 
giving  his  opinion  that  the  troops  ihould 
not  land  at  all,  that  he  urged  the  necef- 
fity  of  it,  was  however  fatisfied  that  fort 
Fouras  was  become  of  no  confequence  to 
troops  landing  in  Chatellailon  bay;  and  as 
no  otber  objedt  appeared  worth  landing 
for,  either  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  who 
wifhed  it  fo  much,  or  to  the  other  com- 
manders ;  what  could  they  do  but  come 
away  ?  for  as  to  Rochefort,  all  of  them  had 
concurred  in  the  opinion  of  its  being  not 
to  be  thought  of  more.  And  furely  if  the 
admirals  were  not  judges  enough  of, land- 
operations,  to  give  a  thorough  wi^ght  tp 
that  their  councurrence,  at  leaft  being  on 
the  fpot,  their  copimon  fenfe  could  not  be 
inferior  to  that  of  men  equally  unfkilled, 
who  have  at  a  diftance  fo  fanguinely  con- 
demned that  refolution  to  return.  And 
as  to  the  court-martial, com pofed  of  gentle- 
pienof  the  army,  whofe  military  profeffion 
made  them  at  leaft  judges  of  the  matter, 
they  have  unanimoufly  approved  it.  But 
if  the  fea  officers  are  ignorant,  and  the 
land  ones  partial,  from  whence  can  a 
judgment  be  admitted?  or  are  none  fit  to 
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pals  and  Impofe  one  on  the  public^  but 
the  admirers  of  the  plan  ? 

There  is  in  the  laid  M^  a  very  invidious 
refledtion  on  that  infinuation  which  he  flyies 
«<  vague  and  fercaftical,  evafive  and  falla- 
«*  cious,"  of  the  fleet's  being  vsranted  on 
ftiore  confiderable  fervice,  and  cfpecially 
to  watch  the  return  of  the  expeSied  fleets 
irodi  Louifbourg  and  Martinico.  But, 
ftxrely,  the  Kttlc  or  nothing  that  obvioufly 
remained  to  be  done  againft  Fouras^  was 
not  an  objedl  for  keeping  the  fleet  longer 
npon  ^at  coaft.  It  could  not  be  worfe 
to  fct  It  at  liberty  to  proceed  on  important 
and  real  fervice,  than  to  detain  it  in  fruit- 
)efs  attendance  on  an  imaginary  one. 

As  to  that  great  pretended  inform^ity 
of  fuppreflion  of  the  minutes  of  the  coun- 
cil of  the  28th;  all  that  appears  to  folve  it, 
is,  tfiat  the  great  point  of  the  expedition 
againft  Rochefort  being  over,  they  did  not 
deign  to  do  fo  minute  and  inconfiderable 
an  objefl  as  Fouras,  the  honor  of  holding  a 
council  about  it.  At  leafl,  there  does  not 
appear  the  fhadow  of  any  ill-deflgn  or  un^ 
fair  dealing  being  afljgnable  to  the  ^unani^ 
mous  refolutions  of  the  commanders,  for 
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no  minutes  to  be  taken  of  that  part  of  their 
procedure,  to  the  iniignificance  of  which^ 
the  report  on  the  Enquiry  has  done  but 
juilice,  and  of  which  themfelves  were 
probably  confctous  and  afhamed,  though 
they  had  fuffered  their  judgment  to  be  car- 
ried away  by  their  eagernefs  to  do  at  leaft 
ibmething  *,  or  by  what  is  yet  a  greater  re^ 
proach  to  them,  the  fear  of  that  unpopu- 
larity, they  ought  to  have  had  the  courage 
to  defpife,  fince  they  might  be  fure  of  not 
deferving  it. 

The  M.  concludes  with  a  kind  of 
threat  of  a  parliamentary  enquiry  into  every 
part  of  this  tranfadtion.  I  fancy,  if  the 
commanders  have  any  fear  at  all  about  it,  it 
is  of  its  not  taking  place.  Of  this,  I  am  fure, 
they  could  nor  but  be  greatly^  obliged  to  the 
intereft  or  influence  that  fhould  promote  it 

Injured,  cruelly  injured  as  they  have 
been  by  the  popular  clamor  fb  unfairly  ex- 
cited againfl  them,  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people  would,  probably,  even  but  on 
the  principles  of  common  humanity  and 
juftice,  grant  them  all  the  reparation  in 
their  power,  or  that  they  fhould  be  found 
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to  delerve.  At  leafl  there  can  be  no  doubt 
of  their  clearly  difcovering,  "  whether  it 
**  was  an  impraSiicable  or  unadvifedile 
•*  £:hemeof  the  Miniftry^  or  xhebadcon- 
"  du£i  of  thofc  entrufted  with  the  exeat- 
•'  tion  of  his  Majefty's  commands,"  which 
has  brought  the  nttion  into  the  frejint 
difgrace. 


^   1    N    I    S. 


